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fd  His  iiof^^AL  aiciii^fts* 


"misi  i^ktNCfi  or  Wales, 


AEdENt  OF  THE  UNItED  KIKODOU  OF  QREXT  tfRITAl^ 


lUfii  IRBLXftii. 


iU  th6  y^tili  IdOd,  i  haci  the  dis* 

#  J  '  ^ 

tiiigviished  faetiior  cf  Qsbctring  into  public  my 
UistorUal  BeHkw  cftht  Si  Ate  of  Ireland^  on* 
der  tbe  siluc^om  of  your  Rojral  Highness'isi' 
QowatexiAxitii  In  18(^,  ^ith  jour  gr^cioiti 
f&wiMXii^xk^  1  dedieatdd  to  your  Royal  High- 
ness my  l^gtaftf  of  Ireland^  ftom  its  imasian 
undit"  HMfy  tl.  to  its  union  mtk  Great  Bti-^ 
tain,  ^i^  Accepitnct  a£  &ke  tattef  work, 
WM^  1^e^tmptttii6d  wiith>  l   (30mnhitHC^fi6« 
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Highness  9\i\V  feels  tlie> deepest  interest  for 
the  Irish  people,  viewing  their  warm  at- 
tachment to  your  Royal  Highness  as  an  un- 
equivocal test  of  their  earnestness  in  the 
cause  of  the  British  Empire^  believing,  that 
\i^ithout  their  cordial  co-operation  that  £m-^ 
pire  cannot  stand,  -and  leluctantly  yielding 
to  circumstantial  evidence,  that  there  long 
has  existed,  and  still  does  exist  a  systematiQ 
confederacy,  alarming,  as  k  is  disavowed 
and  disguised,  wliich  puts  your  Royal  High- 
ness*^ native  rights  to  hazard,  and  the  Stata 
in  danger,  in  anticipated  confidence  of  your 
Royal  Highnesses  continued  permissian  I 
Itumbly  dedicate  to  3*our  Royal  Highness^ 
these  earnest  efforts  to  unravej  the  confede^^ 

racy  by  a  faithful  disclosure  of  the  weak 

» 

and  wicked  policy  so  long  pursued  in  go-^ 
verning  this  valuable  portion  of  the  United 
Kingdom^  Sympathetic  justice  to  a  htghspi^ 
rltcd  and  powerful  population  has  suggested^ 
an  lurtive  ai^ety  for  the  interests  of  your 
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Royal  Highness  has  encouraged,  and  the 
highest  duty  of  a  subject  (my  sworn  alle- 
giance) has  summoned  me  to  take  in  hand 
the  arduous  and  ungracious,  though  tran* 
$cendeqtly  necessary  undertaking,  to  stem 
the  destructive  confluence  of  deceptioa> 
f^ilsehood,  and  corruption. 

THE  AUTHOR, 

Jufy  19,  1811. 
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PREFACE 


X  HE  Author  was  once  upbraided  for  having  volun* 
teered  his  services  iil  bringing  before  the  public  his 
Historical  Review  of  the  State  of  Ireland.  *  He  how 
presents  himself  before  the  public,  no  longer  as  a  Vo^ 
lunteer^  but  as  regularly  enlisted,  and  fulfilling  the  indis« 
pensible  obligations  of  his  oath  of  engagement.  It  is 
some  time  since  he  swore  without  any  evasion,  equivo^ 
cation  or  mental  reservation^  to  defend  King  George  the 
Thirdf  to  the  utmost  of  his  powery  against  all  con/piracies 

and 

*  Sir  Richard  Mgsgrave  in  his  critique  upon  that  work  in 
the  Anti-Jacobin  Review,  says  of  theauthor,  p.  223.  '*  Had 
"  he  been  compelled  at  this  critical  period  to  write  his  Histo- 
*'  rical  Review,  and  had  been  impartial,  whatever  bad  con- 
"  sequences  might  have  followed,  could  not  have  been  laid 
"  to  bis  cherge.    But  he  was  a  volunteer,  an  eager  volunteer*'* 
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and  attempts  whatever^  that  should  be  made  against  his 
Person^  Crown  and  Dignity:  And  that  he  would  do  his 
utmost  endeavour  to  disclose  and  make  known  to  his  Majesty 
and  his  heirs  all  treasons  and  traitorous  conspiracies^  which 
might  be  formed  against  him  jini  them* 

Without  further  preamble  the  Author  distinctly  de- 
clares, that  he  considers  the  Orange  Institution  to  be  a. 
conspiracy  and  attempt  mjfee  against  the  King's  person, 
crown  and  dignity.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  defending 
his  Majesty  against  them  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  by 
diis  publication  he  does  his'  utmost  endeavour 'to  disclose 
and  'make  known  to  his  Majesty  and  his  heirs  the  traitorous 
Conspiracy  formed  against  him  and' them.  He  is  free  to 
say,  that  after  he  had  acquired  the  knowledge  of  the 
obligation  and  engagements  of  ttkt  Orange  Societies^  he 
attempted  by  tho$e  means,  which  he  judged  prudent 
to  make  them  known  to  the  persons,  through  whom  the 
disclosure  might,  and  he  presumes  to  add^  ought  to^ 
have  been  ofBcially  conveyed  to  the  King  in  person. 
The  Author's  failure  in  his^^  first  attempt  does  not  dis- 
pense with  his  future  utmost  endeavours  to  disclose  and 
make  them  known  to  his  Majesty  and  his  heirs.  In  taking 
tlie  oath  of  allegiance,  he  was  sincere  in  dedaring/that 
he  was  noty  and  could  not  be  acquitted  before  God  or  man^ 
or  absolved  of  that  declaration^  although  the  Pope  or  any 
other  ftrssm  or  persons^  or  authority  whatsoever^  should  dis-^ 
pense  with  or  annul  the  same^  ^  declare  that  it  was  null 
and  void  from  the  beginning.  In  virtue  then  of  iiis  oath, 
and  in  performance  of  the  duty  of  his  allegiance,  the 
Author  now  submits  the  following  sheets  to  the  perusal 
of   that  public,    which    is   generally  boundeu    by  the 

same 


iome  mA  KTith  himtelf,  a^  t!ie  moft  eflectual  mediod 
of  dissolving  and  makiilg  known  the  traitorous  con- 
spiracy to  his  Majesty  and  his  heirs.  Had  he  merely 
charged)  without  proving,  jhc  traitorous  nature  6(  the 
Onuigenaen's  obligation  and  engagements,  and  their  at- 
tempts against  his  Majesty's  person,  crown  and  dignity, 
or  did  he  delay  the  publication  by  one  hour  beyond 
the  time  neceflary  to  render  che  disclosure  full  and  ef* 
fectual^  then  would  he  not  in  the/y^Vr  and  erdinfiry  sensi 
9f  the  w&rds  of  his  oath  have  complied  with^  or  f alfiUcd 
the  obligations  of  it. 

As  the  conscientious  observance  of  an  oath  neces^ 
smrily  depends  npon  the  conscienttous  understanding  of 
it  by  the  juror,*  the  Author  feels  himself  called  upon 
to  avow  his  decided  opinion,  that  the  oath  of  am 
Orangeman,  as  it  is  expressed  in  the  rules  and  regulil* 
dons  for  the  use  of  all  Orange  Societies,  herein-after 
prmted,  is  of  a  treasonable  nature  by  common  law,  an4 
feloBiotts  by  the  47th  Geo.  III.  c.  xiii.  which  is  an  Act 
t$  tupfress  insurrections  and  to  prevent  disturbance  of  the 
pMic  peace  in  Ireland  t  and  which  will  remain  in  force 
to  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  parliament.  Aa 
act,  which  has  never  been  acted  i^pon  for  the  only 
useful  purpose,  for  which  it  appears  to  have  been  passed^ 
namely,  that  of  making  the   initiation  into  an  Orange 

Lodge, 

*  The  author  cannot  subscribe  to  the  generally  received 
optiiloOt  thai  ao  oath  js  to  be  iaken  in  the  sense,  in  which  it 
is  imposed  01  required,  seamditm  ammum  imponentis :  but  se»  * 
cunddm  anitnum  jurantis,  that  is,  according  to  the  juror's  un- 
derstanding, and  the  common  acpeptation  of  the  words,  in 
which  the  oatb  is  expressed.  ^ 


/ 
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Lodge^  FeloHi/i  and  for  ti^is  sole  purpose  devoutly  it  it 
to  be  wished,  that  the  legislature  may  amend  and  perpe- 
tuate it. 

The  ground  of  the  fir^t  part  of  this  opinion  restt 
upon  the  universal  admisson,  th^t  by  common  law  alle*^ 
giancC)  absolute,  unqualified  and  perpetual  is  due  from 
levery  subject  to  his  sovereign ;  consequently  an  oath 
tp  render  it  conditional,  qualified  or  temporary,  con- 
travenes the  purity  of  natural  ligeance,  and  is  of  a  trea- 
sonable quality.  The  ground  of  the  second  part  of 
the  opinion! will  be  manifest  to  every  one,  who  reads 
the  enacting  part  of  this  statute,  and  impartially  com- 
pares it  with  the  secret,  proscriptive  and  unauthorized 
obligation  or  oath  of  an  Orangeman,  as  settled  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Dublin,  on  the  loth  of  January,  1810^ 
as  hereafter  printed. 

Sect.  III.  "  And.  be  it  enafted  by  the  authority 
/^  aforesaid,  That  every  person  or  persons,  who  shall 
'^  administer,  or  cause  to  be  administered,  tender,  or 
<^  cause  to  be  tendered,  or  be  present,  aiding  or  as- 
<^  sisting  at  the  administering  or  tendering,  or  who 
**  shall,  by  threats,  promises,  persuasion,  or  other  un-: 
'<  due  means  cause,  procure  or  induce  to  be  taken  by 
••  any  person  or  persons  in  Ireland ^  upon  a  book  or 
«*  otherwise,  any  oath  or  engagement,^  importing  ta^ 
«'  bind  the  person  or  persons  taking  the  same,  to  be  of 
any  association,  brotherhood,  committee,  society  or 
confederacy  whatsoever,  in  reality  formed,  or  to  be 
«<  formed  for  seditious  purposes,  or  to  difturb  the  public 
*'  peace,  or  to  injury  the  persons  or  property  of  any 

»*  person 
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^  persim  or  persons  whatsoever,  to  do  or  omit  or  re** 
<<  fuse  to  do  any  act  or  acts  whatsoever,  under  what- 
'<  ever  name,  des<;riptipn  or  pretence  such  association, 
<<  brotherhood,  committee,  society  or  confederacy  shall 
'<  assume  or  pretend  to  be  formed  or  conftituted ;  or 
''  any  oath  or  agreement,  importing  to  bind  the  person, 
^  taking  the  same  to  obey  the  orders  or  rules  or  com- 
<<  mands  of  any  committee  or  other  body  of  men  not 
*^  lawfully  constituted,  or  of  any  captain,  leader  or  com- 
<<  mander  (oot  appointed  by,  or  under  the  authority  of 
<<  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,)  or  to  assemble  at 
<<  the  desire  or  command  of  any  such  captain,  v  leader, 
•*  commander  or  committee,  or  of  any  person  or  pcr- 
*'  sons  not  having  lawful  authority,  or  not  to  iiiform 
^  or  give  evidence  against  any  brother,  associate  or 
«*  confederate,  or  other  person,  or  not  to  reveal  oir 
^*  discover  his  or  her  having  taken  any  illegal  oath,  or 
<^  not  to  reveal  or  discover  any  illegal  oath  or  agree- 
<<  ment,  which  may  be  administered  or  tendered  to  hiih 
<*  or  her,  or  the  import  thereof,  whether  such  oath 
«<  shall  be  afterwards  so  •  administered,  or  tendered  or 
«  not,  or  whether  he  Or  she  shall  take  such  oath,  or 
M  enter  into  such  engagement  or  not,  being  by  due 
<<  course  of  law  convicted  thereof,  shall  be  adjudged 
«'  guilty  of  felony,  and  be  transported  for  life:  And 
^  every  person,  who  shall  take  in  Ire/and^  any  such 
f'  oath  or  engagement,  imporung  so  to  bind  him  or  her 
<<  as  aforesaid,  and  being  by  me  course  of  law  thereof 
«<  conviAed,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and 
<*  be  transported  for  seven  years."  ^ 

Beyond 
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INTRODUCTION. 


X  HE  history  of  Ii^eland  has  been  brought  from  Adran- 
its  first  connection  with  England  down  to  its^^p^^^^ 
Union  with  Great  Britain.     That  political  event  ry   hiaio- 
has  not  realised  the  flattering,  prospects  which  ^' 
the  British  Minister  held  out  to  the  Irish  people* 
ae  inducements  to  adopt  the  measure.     The  ef- 
fects of  the  Union  are  of  transcendent  impor- 
tance to  the  British  Empire,  and  cannot  be  other- 
wise made  known,  than  by  continuing  the  his^ 
tory  of  Ireland  ftoia  its  incorporate  Union  up  to 
1^  current  year.     The  task  of  writing  modem 
history  iis  arduous  and  invidious.     Nothing  re- 
preliensible,    unsuccessful  or  disastrous  can  be 
fairly  represented,  without  wounding  the  feelings 
of  those,  who  planned  or  executed  the  measure. 
■On  the  other  hand,    cotemporary  history  must 
ever  gratify  a  people  interested  in  the  faithful  re- 
ft cording 


cording  of  their  national  atchievements.  If  the 
truth  be  at  first  disguised,  distorted  orsuppressed^ 
it  may  then  be  readily  rectified  or  supplied  by 
co-existing  documents  or  testimony;  and  the 
existing  generation  will  be  assured,  that  their 
actions  will  be  handed  down  in  true  colours  to 
posterity. ,,  The  liability  of  a  co-temporary  his- 
torian to  be  questioned  either  in  or  out  of  a  court 
of  justice  for  any  falsehood,  slander  or  malice, 
is  a  security  not  to  be  looked  for  in  the  writer 
of  remote  events.  Though  Ireland  be  legislative- 
ly united  with  Great  Britain,  the  history  of  her- 
people  and  Government  is  wholly  distinct,  and 
widely  different. 

Necessitv      ^"  order  to  bring  under  the  eye  of  the  reader 
of  cleve-  a  comprehensive  and  impartial  view  of  the  histo- 
StKj'iety  of  ^Y  ^^  Inland  for  the  last  nine  years,  which  may  be 
Orange-    called  the  first  fruits  of  the  Union,  it  will  be  re- 
quisite to  trace  to  its  source  that  political  power, 
which  had  swayed  the  country  for  several  years 
previous  to  the  Union,  as  it  still  continues,  though 
in  a  somewhat  different  manner,  to  sway  it  at 
this  hour.     As  many  of  the  facts,  which  gave 
rise  and  strength  to  that  power  happened  before 
the  period,  which  forms  the  subject  of  this  vo- 
lume, they  are  brought  forward  as  introductory 
platter  to  the  history,  which  thtjy  more  inaterial- 
ly,  than  perhaps,  ostensibly  affect.  The  existence 
of  the  Society   of  Orangemen  in  '  Ireland,  has 

ever 


ever  since  its  institution  been  productive  of  such 
strong  effects  upon  that  country,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  do  her  historical  justice,  without 
fiilly  representing  the  different  parts,  which  the 
Orangemen  have  been  permitted  or  made  to  per- 
form upon  the  national  theatre.  Although  ma- 
ny of  their  atchievements  have  found  their  regu- 
lar place  in  the  history  of  the  times,  in  which 
they  happened,  yet  a  minute  disquisition  concern- 
ing the  rise,  progress,  nature  and  effects  of  that  so- 
ciety has  become  necessary  to  develope  the  views, 
motives  and  consequences  of  instituting,  coun- 
tenancing and  keeping  it  on  foot. 

It    exceeds  the  function  of  the  historian  to  Proicsi- 
trace  the  acts  of  sovemment  to  the  private  in-  *"'  ^*' 

^  ,.  ,    ,  ccndancv. 

ducements  of  the  ministers,  who  directed  them. 
It  is  his  duty  to  connect  times  and  circumstances* 
with  public  measures,  and  the  reader  will  draw 
his  own  consequences.  The  history  of  Ireland 
during  the  last  century  is  an  uninterrupted  chain 
of  facts,  proving  to  demonstration,  that  the  go- 
vernment was  carried  on  by  keeping  up  a  local 
ascendancy  of  foreign  power  or  influence  over 
the  natural  constitutional  rights  and  interests  of 
that  country.  It  bore  succesively  the  appellations 
of  the  King's  business^  the  Evglish  interest j  the 
British  ascendancy :  and  then  it  was  an  avowed 
appendage  to  the  patronage  of  the  British  minis- 
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ter.  It  afterwards  fell  into  the  hands  of  an  Irish 
oligarchy,  who  by  a  bold  and  arrogant  usurpa- 
tion>  monopolized  the  whole  political  power  of 
the  country.  In  order  to  keep  out  of  sight  thie 
paramount  influence  of  the  British  Cabinet^ 
they  dignified  their  lucrative  acquisition  by  the 
imposing  title  of  Protestant  ascendancy.  •  Lord 
Clare  had  the  address  to  bring  torward  the  aris^ 
tocracy  of  the  country  to  pledge  their  lives  and 
fortunes  in  support  of  it,  before  its  practical 
meaning  was  made  known  to  them. 

First  Soon  after  the  declaration  of  Irish  indepen- 

UnSn^'L  ^^"^^>  ^'^  1782,  Mr.  Pitt  failed  in  carrying 
Mr.  Pitt's  his  c(»9Eanercial  propositions  through  the  Irish 
*"'"  *  Parliament.  From  living  been  thwarted  in 
thaft  favowite  plan,,  which  had  been  adapte«t 
by  the  two  houses  of  the  British  parliament, 
his  views  and  conduct  towards  Ireland  greats 
ly  changjedt  In  1786  Mr.  Foster  was  cho- 
sen Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commoj^,  which 
greatly  increased  his  political  influence  in  the 
country.  A  coincidence  of  views,  and  disposir^ 
tion  to  keep  up  a  political  ascendancy  in  the 
country,  strictly  united  the  then  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  and  tlie  speaker,  with 
Mr.  Beresford,  to  devote  themselves  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
under  pledges  to  carry  through  all  his  business, 
provided  the  internal  management  andpatrenage 
of  the  country  were  left  to  their  direction.    The 

haughty 


hftHgbty  mind  of  Mr.  Pitt  seldom  permitted  him 
to  communicate   fully  his  plans  to  others:  he 
often  made  his  most  confidential  servants  the  un- 
conscious engines  of  his  deepest  designs.     From 
that  time  Mr.  Pitt  meditated  4  legislative  Union, 
which  for  a  long  time  he  carefully  concealed 
from  those  political  contractors,  who  would  then 
have  revolted  against  the  project,    as  defeating 
the  object  of  their  lucrative  and  ambitious  spc;- 
culations.  Mr.  Pitt  was  a  man  of  resisttess  perti* 
nacity  and  ambition.    Sensible  that  the  measure 
of  Union,  particularly  after  the  late  establish- 
ment of  their  legislative  independence  would  be 
resisted  by  every  true  Irishman,  his  mind  was 
brought  to   conviction,    that  it  could  only  be 
pressed  upon  her  in  the  hour  of  fear  and  weak- 
ness, of  which  the  most  immediate  and  unfailing 
causes  are  national  division  and  religious  dissen- 
tion. 

Dr.  Woodward,  Bishop  of  Cloyne,  published  BUhop  of 
a  pamphlet,    which  he  entitled,    The  Present ^^^^^^^* 
State  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,   in  which  he  versy. 
roundly  charged  the  Catholics  and  Presbyterians 
with  being  by  principle  hostile  to  the  constitution 
in  Church  and  9tate.     This  raised  a  polemical 
contest  kept  up   by  numerous  publications   on 
both  sides.     Each  party,  as  usual,  on  such  occa- 
sions, claimed  the  victory.     The  rewards,  how- 
ever, were  all  on  one  side.  Every  clerical  writer 
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in  suppott  of  the  Bishop  was  liberally  promoted 
fo|:  the  share  he  bore  in  the  warfare.*     Of  the 

•  ■ 

•  Out  of  that  controversy  arose  the  admirable  productions 
of  the  Rev.  Arthur  O'Leary,  a  Catholic  priest,  on  toleration,' 
which  removed  from  the  minds  of  many  Catholics  the  diffi- 
culties,  which  np  to  that  time  it  is  well  known  prevented  them 
from  swearing  allegiance  to  the  house  of  Hanover,  and  9\y- 
j*iring  t^e  pretensions  of  the  House  of  Stuart.  That  Rev. 
Divine  so  happily  blended  a  vein  of  liberality  and  original 
humour  with  orthodox  instruction,  that  his  writings  became 
popular  even  with.  Protestants,  and  produced  so  much  tole- 
ration and  cordiality  between  them  and  the  Catholics,  that 
created  a  serious  alarm  in  those,  who  studied  to  perpetuate 
their  division  and  consequent  weakness.  With  much  art  they 
endeavoured  to  stop  the  progress  of  this  terrifying  liberality 
and  harmony  among  Irishmen  of  different  religious  profes- 
sions. The  Rev.  Arthur  O'Leary  was  thanked  by  the  Bri- 
tish Minister  for  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the  state,  by 
frightening  away  the  bugbear  of  Jacobitism,  and  securing  the 
allegiance  of  the  whole  Catholic  body  to  the  illustrious  house 
of  Hanover.  A  pension  of  .£200  was  granted  to  htm  for  his 
life  in  the  name  of  a  trustee ;  but  upon  the  secret  condition, 
that  he  should  for  the  future  withhold  his  pen,  and  reside  no 
more  in  Ireland  :  in  such  dread  was  hoiden  an  evangelizer  of 
tolerance  and  brotherhood  in  that  country.  Two  or  three 
payments  of  this  hush  money  were  made.  Afterwards  an 
arbitrary  refusal  for  many  years  threw  the  Rev.  Pensioner 
upon  the  voluntary  support  of  his  friends  for  subsistence. 
JVfter  a  lapse  of  many  years,  by  importunity  and  solicitation, 
and  repeated  proofs  of  his  having  complied  with  the  secret 
conditions,  he  received  a  large  arrear  ;  atid  in  order  to  make 
himself  independent  for  the  rest  of  his  days,  he  purchased 
with  it  an  annuity  for  his  life  from  a  public  office,  and  died 
before  the  first  quarter  became  due. 

utility 


utility  of  the  several  publications,  which  arose 
out  of  that  controversy,  every  man  will  judge, 
who  has  read  them.  No  one  however  can  deny, 
that  the  immediate  result  of  the  contest  was  en- 
creased  virulence  and  animosity  on  the  part  of  the 
Protestant  ascendancy  against  the  Catholic  and 
Presbytenan  :  and  reconciliation  and  amity  be- 
tween the  Presbj'terian  and  the  Catholic.  An 
union,  which  naturally  stimulated  the  ProtestaiU 
ascendancy  to  a  .fiercer  lust  of  rule,  and  pro- 
voked the  Catholics  and  Presbyterians,  (they 
compose  the  bulk  of  the  population)  to  a  vindic- 
tive acerbity  of  retaliation,  to  which  they  had 
long  been  strangers.  From  that  hour  to  th^ 
present,  the  fair  observer  of  political  events  in 
Ireland  will  distinctly  mark  the  workings  of  the 
Protestant  ascendancy  in  the  rule  and  guidance 
of  a  numerous  body  of  men  united  by  oaths  of 
secrecy,  deluded  under  pretence  of  religion, 
goaded  by  superst  ition  and  passion,  lured  by 
interest,  and  organized  iutocomplete  subordina- 
tion and  blind  Qbedience  to  the  commands^  qf 
their  leaders.  Mr.  Pitt  largely  lent  the  arm  of 
the  executive  to  all  the  purposes  of  intolerance, 
to  which  his  Irish  undertakers  thought  fit  to  apr 
ply  it.  The  weakening  of  Ireland  by  internal 
dissension  was  the  private  order  given  to  the 
triumvirate.  The  public  instructions  to  the  os-^ 
ten^jWc  and  responsible  officers  of  the  Crown 
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concealed  the  Machiavelian  principle  inthr 
ground. 
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fiystem  of     ft  was  a  *  fiivourite  tactic  of  Mr  Pitt's  to.^ 
by"fal8€^  frfse   afarms,  with  a  view  of  engrafting    "^  ^"^  Ca 
alarms,     measeifes  upon  Uie  timidity,  which  they  c  *^  ^  *%i  a 


Mr,  FitzgiM>on  in  the  first  fervor  of  devo  "*  * 
his  patron  outran  his  commission ;  and  '*^m7  5^ 
eKceeded  all  the  bounds  of  decency,  as  tf     <^^  ^ 
officially  in  the  House    of  Commons    *  ^  .,  ,^^ 
alarming  report  of  the  outrages  of  the*   . .  c  j,f^ 
Beys  in  1787»  as  proceeding  from  a  pop?*"  ^  ^ 
spiracy.    In  this  Mr.Orde,  the  secreta'^  ;ij^^^^ 
roan  of  honour  and  veracity,  found  it  n^^  i^.  ,    / 
to  contradict  his  Majesty's  Attorney  Gen*  r  -^  ; 
6pen Parliament,  by  declaring;  that  Ae  s^^  j****^' 
did  not  ielicve  it  to  be  true^  but  in  severa^^^^^      **^ 


he  knew  it  not  to  be  true.    And  when'^*    '  "*  ^ 
officer  of   the  Crown  was  shamed  ooW  ^^^^  '-* 
clause  he  had  introduced  into  the  bffl<.^  ^"^i" 
venting  tunraltnous  risings,  directing   ^^j^JT^  *'  •" 
gistratcs  to  demolish  the  Roman  Cath^^^^jl^'^  8'*- 
peb,   in  which  any  combination  shoH^    ***^*  ^-t; 
been  formed,  or  an  tmlawful  oath  admt^  '^S'-iii-,;  , 
Mr.   Orde,   with  becoming  dignity,  ^^  ^^  ^t*, 
that  he  never  would  have  concurred  i^^  "•  P^k  :  .. 
clause.     Mr.  Grattan  observed  upon  ^^  -  ^*cr>:ii: 
official  zeal  of  Mr.  Fitzgibboh,  that  1^^  '  ^^^  :. 
medying  disturbance  by  irreligion,  ond^^  ^***^^r.r.. 
ing  it  by  Act  of  Parliament.  ^^^^  ^-'^  - 

♦  Hirtory  of  IreUnd,  by  the  Author,  VoU  II.        ^  OXor-  ..^ 


t  the  Mr.  Pill'* 

^  '^'  '■• '  .' with-:;^-* 

-li^    -J!      i^-  •-./...«       d  oftbeCa- 


tholics. 

nans 


•^-  -    /    ^  cates 

^      -*     ...  ;cQc. 

-      -•  -r-^..  thing 

stant 
uina- 

m 

.^  even 

^•.  :forc, 

ed  to 

_^  itron. 

Fcjec- 
_  f  not 

confi* 
** "  :onsc- 


y  was  Mr.  Pitt's 
\\^  very  conduct 

,     /  to  the 
Whole  Protes- 

months  ^^"^  P^*** 

ties,  and 
1  insult-  his  view 

rotestant  *^  ^"*^"- 
icing  the 
*'n  will  or 
energy, 


Cbrl  '  "  '^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  Chancellor  Lifford  In  1789  af- 
made  fordcd  Mr.  Pitt  an  opportunity  of  rewarding  the 
jor  "  extraordinary  zeal  and  exertions  of  the  Attorney 
Strength  General,  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  in  the  management  of 
cendai^y^^^  difficult  question  of  the  Rdgency  in  the  pre- 
party.  ceding  year.  By  appointing  him  Chancellor,  (the 
first  Irishman,  that  ever  filled  that  station )^  he  a»- 
sumed  credit  for  being  a  friend  to  Ireland  ;  and  at 
the  same  time  secured  the  house  of  Lords,  as  far 
as  the  ilofluence  of  Chancellor  and  Speaker  could 
weigh.  He  commanded  the  SpcaTcer's  powers  over 
the  House  oiF  Common^  in  Mr.  Foster,  and  he  se- 
cured  ia  Mr.  Bdrcsford  the  judicious  application 
of  all  the  fiscal  ^douceurs  and  benefits;  of  the 
virtue  and  extent  of  which  no  other  man  was  sa 
cogdizant.  Mr.  Pitt  was  nataraliy  crafty,  impla- 
cabid^and  domineering.  The  disgust,  whidi  Ae 
aristocracy  had  shewn  at  the'  fic9t  mention  of 
Union,  roused  his^  haughty  soul  into  an  indigfiant 
resolution  to  subjugate  them  to  it  by  their  own 
timidity  and  weakness.  His  lofty  spirit  had  never 
brooked  tht  independence,^  \n^hich  the  Irish-  forced- 
the  British  senate  to  acknowledge  Jn  1782I  Un- 
reftrained  by  sympathy^  impregnable  to  frkndship, 
tinawcd  by  advice,  spuming  his  opponents,  and 
confident  of  the  profligacy  of  his  adherents,  this 
daring  ftatesman  seized  the*  advantage  6{  the  dis- 
astrous  times* 

la 
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Ii>  1 79 1  the  goverDment  was  more  alarmed  at  the  Mr.  Piti'6 
sympathies  9f  the  Presbyterians  in  the  North  with  J^^wal^s 
the    French  revolutionists,  than   at   the   dread  of  tbeCa- 
Catholic  emancipation,  although  the  Pr^yterians  ^  °  ^^^ 

«came  cordially  forward   as  the  staunch  advocates 

^nd  supporters  df  that  measure.  Mr.  Pitt's  gene- 
ral nostrum  was  to  weaken  by  dividing.  Nothing 
could  so  effectually  put  the  nation  and  Protestant 
ascendancy  at  issue,  s^  the  unequivocal  determina- 
tion of  the  representatives  in  Parliament  not  even 
to  listen  to  their  com{4ain||^^  When,    therefore, 

Jn  1792,  the  Catholic's  petiij(»q  nvas  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commotts  hs-  Mr.  O'Hara.  he  de« 
sired  not  to  be  considered  ai[i(s  par ticplar*  patron, 
^ot  a  member  stood  forward  Xfi  oppose  its  rejec- 
tion by  the  House.  The*  ipsujtiiig  outrage  of  not 
receivijpg^t their  petition  exa^^^tcd  the  Catholics, 

^H^  filled  their  enemies  with  proportionate  i:onfi- 
dence.  1  he  animosity  of  each  pgrty  was  conse- 
quently sharpened.     . 

The  triumph  of  the  Protestant  ascendancy  was  Mr.  Pitt's 
of,  short  duration.     In  the  next  se^n  that  very  c^"^"<^^ 
Parliament  was  directed  to  grant  almost  the  whole  Protes- 
suWlance  of  the  Petition,  which  -but  some  months  '?"^  P^*** 
^before ;  they  bad  been  ordered,  tp  reject  with  insult-  his  view 
ing  contumely*     The  weakness  of  the  Protestant  *®  U°*^"*. 
ascendancy  was  thus  exposed,    by  convincing  the 
nation,  that  they  moved  not  by  their  own  will  or 
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energy,  but  in  servile  obeisance  to  foreign  autho-r 
rity.  It  was  Mr.  Pittas  art  to  play  oS  and  balanqs 
the  opposite  powers  against  each  other,  that  nei- 
ther  $hoald  make  head  against  himself. '  Ministry 
and  ascendancy  bjftcame  equally  alaftned  at  the  ri^if 
ing  disposition  of  the  people  to  enter  into  a  Na^ 
tional  Union,  without  regard  to  religious  distinc- 
tion. Mn  Pitt  availed  himself  of  the  critical  moment, 
and  from  that  time  forwari^  never  ccafed  to  pra$$ 
upon  his  creatures,  the  option  of  external  or  in-' 
iernal  Union.  Iq  fhc  htter  the  whole  Protestant 
ascendancy  would  te  lost :  by  the  former  its  cons^ 
quence  atid  profits  ^M||uld  be  at  least  partially  pre- 
served^ Under  AiS  system,  each  party  continued 
foir  a  time  to  "Strengthen  itself.  *  The  Catholics 
having  obtained  moi^  than  they  expected,  though 
not  all  they  lookefl  Ubi-  from  6overnm6nt«^  sought  tQ 
acquire  ftredgth  Tand  consequence  by  uniting  ^lAh 
*  the  liberal  Proteftants  of .  every  denomination,  in 
their  efforts  to  obtain  tho  great  national  objects 
pf  every  real  Irishman's  wishes.  The  Protestant 
ascendancy  irritated  at  the  concessions  made  by 
Government  to  the  Catholics,  entrenched  itself 
within  a  formidable  line  of  exclusion,  and  vowed 
eternal  inveteracy  against  the  Catholics,  even  to 
extermination.  With  the  countenance,  aid,  and 
support  of  the  monopolizing  junto,  it  arrogated 
to  itself  exclusive  loyalty,   and  by  effecting  to 
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prop  and  strengthen  the  arm  of  the  law,  it  inso- 
leody  identified  itself  with  Government,  and  put 
the  Country  at  issue. 

The  year  1794  was  particuljirly  important  ^<>  7""^^^"^^ 
^the  interests  of  Ireland,  as  far  as  tbey  were  affect-  the  conn- 
ed bg^  the  workings  of  the  Protestant  ascendancy,  creased 
3o  turbulent  was  then  the  state  of  the  country,  Mr.  Put 

^  divides 

that  Mr.  Pitt  found  it  requisite  to  abandon  tl)^  the  Whi 
system  of  coercion,  and  confide  the  reins  of  Go-  p-^'^^^n^ 
vernment  to  a  person  possessing  other  qualities, 
than  these  of  mere  subserviency.  Lord  West- 
moreland's recall  was  resolved  upon.  The  master 
stroke  of  Mr.  Pitt's  *policy,  was  the  division  of 
the  Whig  party  in;  England.  That  event  would 
not  have  happened,'  had  not  ^the  Duke  of  Port- 
bmd  been  assured  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  he  and  his 
friends  should  have  the  entire  management  of 
Ireland,  with  full  authority  to  redress  grievances, 
reform  abuses,  and  especially,  as  his  grace  openly 
avowed  at  Court,  when  he  kissed  hands  on  his 
promotion,  to  bring  forward  the  question  of  Ca- 
tholic Emancipatipn  iii  the  epsqipg  session. 

*    Mr.   Foftcr,    who  had  ever  systematically  ^alse 
oppoi^d   the   CathoUcs,  and   some  of  his   family  against 
^cre  mainly  inftrumcntal  in   raising  certain   sus-  ^"^.u^^^ 

picions 

...  «.:• 

•  Hist.  Rev.  of  the  State  of  Ireland,  2  vol.  441.  &  seq. 
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picionf;,  u^hicb  led  to  the  false  charges  against  Mr. 
Fay  of  Navan,  Mr.  Dow^al,  Mr.  Bird  of  Drog- 
heda,  and  several  Catholic  Gentleman  of  respecta- 
bility in  that  neighbourhood,  for  the  murder  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Butler,  and  the  general  Tsystem  of  Defen^ 
derism,  which  had  then  settled  in  an  open  system 
of  lawless  robbery.  The  Catholics  had  tiiffcred 
from  it  more  than  their  Protestant  neighbonrs :  and 
to  Its  suppression  they  had  more  generally,  and 
as  largely  subscribed.  The  plot  appeared  deeply 
laid  under  great  political  influence,  to  stigmatize 
the  body  of  Catholics,  through  the  crimination  of 
Mr.  Fay,  and  the  other  Catholic  Gentlemen  of 
established  respectability.  Just  providence  defeat- 
ed it  by  opening  to  view  the  base  machinations  and 
perjuries  of  the  informer  Lynch,  and  other  such 
•  miscrcatits  raked  outt>f  the  neighbouring  Goals, 
who  had  been  hired  and  suborned  to  swear  away 
the  lives  of  fhc  victims  pohited  out.  Their'  ho- 
nourable acquittal,  and  the  bare-faced  e:tposure 
of  the  Conspiracy  covered  the  party  with  shame, 
and  for  a  time  kept  them  quiet  in  these  parts  of 
the  Country.     Of  these  trials,* Mr.  Curran*  in 

his 

*  This  Gentleman^  wjio  is  the  present  Master  of  the  Roils 
in  Ireland,  during  the  whole  of  his  Political  Career  in  Parlia- 
ment never  did  an  action,  in  which  the  staunchest  Patriot 
would  not  have  gloried  in  concurring,  nor  uttered  a  speech,  of 
which  the  most  eloquent  might  not  have  boasted. 
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bis  place  in  the  Senate,  said,  '^  he  could  speak 
"  as  an  eye  witness,  declaring  them  to  be  scenes 
"  of  more  atrocity  and  horror,  than  he  had  ever 
"  seen  exhibited,  in  a  Court  of  Jufticc.  It  was 
"  what  the  Catholics  might  have  expected,  when 
**  they  found  their  avowed  enemies  continued  in 
**  authority,-  and  the  malice  of  an  implacable  Go- 
**  vernraent  left  to  indemnify  itself  by  vengeance, 
"  what  it  had  lost  by  law."  / 


It  was  necessary,  that  Mr.  Pitt  should  convince  Mr.  Pitt's 
his  Whig  Neophites  of  the  sincerity  of  his  engage-  cy"aga[nst 
mcnt,   to  leave*  the  entire  refortn  of  Ireland   to  Catholic 

Jbinianci- 

them.  Messrs.  Grattan  and  Ponsonby  were  there*  pation 
fore  sent  for,  to  form  the  new  Irish  Administration ; 
and  the  virtiioqs  Fitzwilliam  was  selected  to  meet 
the  eager  expectations  of  the  nation.  On  the 
other  band,  "Mr.  Beresford  went  over  to  England 
on  a  countcr-projcft ;  and  by  secret  negociations, 
successfully  laid  the  train,  by  which  Lord  Fitz- 
William's  instructions  to  give  tl^e  Catholic  question 
a  handsome  support  on  behalf  of  Government, 
wcrtfto  be  counteracted,  and  the  Proles t ant  ascen^' 
d&ncy  was  to  be  made  finally  to  triumph  over  Na- 
tional Union,  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  Catholic 
EiBianeipation.  Thi$  perfidious  manoeuvre  af- 
forded Mr.  Pitt  a  treble  triumph.  If  exposed 
the  impotency  of  his  Whig  proselytes.  It  dis- 
played 


-«i 
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played  the  extent  of  his  personal  authority.  It 
>videned  the  breach  between  the  Catholics  and  the 
Protestant  ascendancy.  From  the  recal  of  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  commenced  the  reign  of  terror.  His 
V  successor,  whose  sole  recommendation  to  the  I  rish 
was  the  name  of  Camden,  from  the  moment  of 
his  landing,  manifefted  as  unequivocal  symptoms 
of  subserviency  to  the  triumviri^  Stf  Lord  West- 
rnoreland  had  shewn  throughout  his  whole  Go- 
vernment, He  threw  himself  without  reserve  into 
their  arms :.  and  when  affrighted  at  the  ihrieks  of 
torture,  and  nauseated  with  the  fumes  of  blood, 
he  weakly  lamented,  that  the  system  had  been  ex- 
torted ft  om  him, 

Persecu-  The  unexpected  triumph  of  pcsecuted  inno- 
Armagh.  cence  in  Meath  drove  the  baffled  party  to  ano- 
ther scene  of  action,  where  their  physical  force 
was  larger,  where  their  instruments  were  better 
organized,  and  where  the  magistracy  was  more 
generally  devoted  to  their  designs.  The;  Pro- 
testant County  of  Armagh,  had  long  been  the 
field  of  contest,  between  the  Peep  of  Day  Beys^ 
and  the  Defenders.  This  acrimony,  which  had 
for  some  time  been  soothed  into  natural  repeur 
tance  aqid  shame  at  their  past  errors,  w<(s  re- 
kindled by  secret  agents,  and  converted  into  a  fe- 
rocious   warfare    of  religious    contention.      The 

ascendancy 
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ascetidancy  party  was  worked  into  an  enthusias- 
tic eballition  of  renovated  fury,  by  the  Sermon 
of  a  Rev.  Divine  of  the  Established  Church,  Mr. 
Mansell  of  Portadown,  who  some  days,  previous 
to  the  1st  day  of  July  1795,  had  from  his  pulpit 
given  very  marked  notice  to  his  congregation, 
that  all  persons  disposed  to  celebrate  the  *  anni- 
versary of  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  in  the 
true  spirit  of  the  institution,  should  attend  his 
*  Sermon  on  that  day.  This  Evangelical  labourer 
in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  peace  so  worked 
up  the  minds  of  his  audience,  that  upon  retiring 
from  service,  on  the  diflFerent  roads  leading  to 
their  respective  homes,  they  gave  full  scope  to 
the  antipapistical  zeal,  with  which  he  had  in- 
spired them  ;  falling  upon  every  Catholic  they 
met,  beating  and  bruising  them  without  provo- 
cation or  distinction,  breaking  the  doors  and 
windows  of  tlieir  houses,  and  actually  murdering 
two  unoffending  peasants,  who  were  digging 
turf  in  a  bog.  This  unprovoked  atrocity  of  the 
Protestants  revived  and  redoubled  religious  ran- 
cour. The  flame  spread  and  thieat^ned  a  con*^ 
test  of^xtermination. 


-■  •  .*—'* . 


A  like  assault  was  offered  to  some  Catholics  of  Peaceable 
the  town  of  Lurgan,  but  no  lives  were  iost  in^n^opthe 
that    affray.     Mr.    Bernard  Coile   an   eminent  Cat^iolics 
Muslin  and  Cambrick  manufacturer,  with  others  gan. 

D  of 
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of  hi$  Catholic  brethren,  convened  a  meeting  pf 
the  two  parishes  on  the  following  Sunda;^^,  .in  t;^e 
Se3sion  housCj,  with  which  for  that  laudable 
purpose  the  Protestant  Magistrate  had  accoiii- 
modated  them.  The  people  iwrere  adjnoni^b^ 
to  behave  in  a  peaceable  manner^  and  a^ured, 
that  in  case  of  assault  or  injury,  ^jiey  should  ^ 
fully  protected  by  tlie  arna  of  the  law,,  provided 
they  took  not  retaliation  or  revenge  iptp  thejr 
own  hands.  Pacific  and  loyal  resolutions  W€pc 
entered  into  by  the  Catholics,  and  liberal iPfp- 
testants  were  invited  to  da  the  like.  A  thousaml 
copies  of  these  resolutions  were  circulated  thro' 
the  district  with  the  happiest  effect.  Tranquil- 
lity and  order  were  preserved  for  a  cousiderable 
time  on  one  side  of  the  Baun  River.*     But  in 


*  Sir  Bicfoard  Mrngmre  says^  (Memoii;B  of  the  difititeilt 
Rebellions,  2d  ipd  page  70.]  '' That  incoromemoratifkisi  ofth|kt 
Victory,  the  first  Orange  Lodge  wa»  formed  in  the.Couf^t^ 
of  Armagh,  on  the  21st  September,  1795,  tho*  the  nan^e 
^' of  Orange  Men  existed  some  time  before.**  It  is  cUrroAs 
to- mark  the  progress  of  this  reridieal  historian  in  his  eoii^- 
mendation  of  the  Orangemen.  In  the  very  nexttpage,  1^ 
says^  the  lower  class  of  Protestants  of  tbo  Euablished  Church 
«tood  forward  at  this  perilous  crisi<:,  kc.  Then  in  page  73. 
he  thipks  it  right  to  mention,  **  tlmt  the  Oraoge  assodation 
*•  should  iu}t  be  confounded,  as  it  has  often  inridiously  be^ti, 
**•  with  the  nHTtual  and  disgraceful  outrages,  which  prevailed  in 
f*  the  Covmty  of  Armagh  for  many  y^ars^  between  the  lowest 

class 
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die  heigTiI>ourlioocI  ofPortadown,  the  animosity 
of  the  opposite  parties  bad  '  taken  so  decided  a 
turn^  tliat  the  Defenders  remained  under  arms  for 
three  days  su€cessi\^Iyy  challenging  their  oppo- 
nents to  fight  it  out  fairly  in  the  field,  rather 
than  harrass  them  with  murderous  nocturnal 
visits.  On  the  S  1st  September,  1795,  the  Defen*- 
ders  were  defeated  at  the  Village  of  the  Dia- 
mond bj^  a  less  numerous,  tho'  better  organized 
party  of  their  opponents.  On  that  day  the  Pc^p 
of  Day  Boys  dropt  that  appellation,  apd  assum- 
ed the  denomination  of  Orange-men:  and  then 
was  their  first  Lodge  formed.^ 

At  first,  no  person  of  consequence  entered  tlie  Com- 
Society.    Their  original  object  and  obligation  ^^^^ 
wevc  to  exterminate  the  Catliolics  of  Irelandi  as  Orange 
far  as  in  them  lay.  They  affected  to  unite  in  sup-  Soc««ty- 
port  of  the  Constitution,  as  established  by  King 

D  2  William 


•<  class  oF  Presbyterians,  under  the  denomination  of  the  Peep 
^  qfDay  Bcy9,  and  the  Roman  .Catholics  as  DrfendersJ^  As 
if  the  Protesiaats  of  tb^  Established  Churchy  would  bare 
forsied  themseWes  into  a  Club  or  Society^  in  commenMratioQ 
of  a  Victory,  which  they  had  not  fought  for  J 

^  So  powerful  were  the  effects  of  these  Resolutions,  that  not 
one  individual  Catholic  or  Protestant  from  iLurgan  was  en- 
gaged  in  the  Battle  of  the  Diamond. 
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William  at  the  Revolution  of  1688.  Their  great 
cncrease  and  estahlishnient  Wppened  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  Detail  i^  requisite,,  to  prove  h©w 
far  the  Oraiige-men  halve' acted  up  to  the  i^pirit 
of  their  first  Institution,  and  to  j§hew  when,  how, 
and  why  they  changed  their  original  oath  of  ex- 
termination, as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  into  that 
of  supporting  cohditionally  thfe  King,  as  l6ng  a^ 
the  King  should  support  the  Protestant  ascend- 
anti/.  The  utility  of  history  is  the  disclosure  oF 
facts,  which  may  tend  to  prevent  the  miseries^ 
and  pf otiibte  the  welfare  of  the  existing  and  fu- 
ture generations. 

Spirit  Elated  with  their  success  at  the  Diamond^ 

gressof  *he  Orangemen  advanced  boldly  in  their  work 
Ofkrfge.  of  extermination.  They  confided  in  the  pro- 
tection,  and  boasted  of  the  support  of  the  Ma- 
gistrates, before  several  of  whom  that  battle  was 
fought.  Not  only  the  profession  of  the  Catholic 
religion,  but  connexion  with  a  Catholic  by  mar- 
riage, or  dependence  upon  a  Catholic  by  ser- 
vitude exposed  the  individual  to  the  brutal  fe-. 
rocity  of  th^se  exterminators.  Some  Magistrates 
directly  promoted,  others  cot&itenanced  and  en-» 
couraged,  and  most  of  them  allowed  their  out* 
rages  to  be  committed  with  impunity.  At  that 
time  commenced  that  dreadful  system,    which 

*'Mr, 
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Mr.  Grattan  described,  as  *  **  a  persecution 
"  conceived  in  the  bitterness  of  bigotry,  carried 
**  on  with  the  most  ferocious  barbarity  by  a  ban- 
*'  ditti,  who,  being  of  the  religion  of  the  State, 
**  had  committed,  with  the  greater  audacity 
"  and  confidence,  the  most  horrid  murders, 
"  and  had  proceeded  from  robbery  and  mas- 
"  sacre  to  extermination.*'  **  Those  insurgents,*' 
said  he,  **  call  themsehres  Orangemen,  or  Pro- 
testant Boy3  3  that  is, .  a  banditti  of  murderers;^ 
committing  massacre  in  the  name  of  God, 
and  exercising  despotic  power  in  the  name 
of  Liberty." 


.lea. 


In  tracing  important  events  to  their  source,  i      Qif. 
it  is  often  necessary  to  attend  to  circumstances        ^^® 
in  themselves  trivial  or  contemptible.     An  apo        he 
thecary,  named  Giffard,  notorious  in  the  annals     ^"8*^ 
of  Orangism,    had  quitted  the  medical  for  the 
military  profession,  and  was  then  captain  in  the 
City  of  Dublin  militia,  and  quartered  at  Port- 
adown.     He  was  prominently  forward    in  en- 
couraging the  Peep  of  Day  Boys  against  the- 
Defenders ;  and  his  zealous  exertions  were  not 
left  unrewarded  By  the  renovators  of  that  Cru- 
zade.     To  him  are  attributed  the  adoption  of  the 
title  of  Orangemen,  their  original  oath  and  obli- 
gation, 

♦  Parltameotarv  Debates  for  1796. 
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**  ceive  yon.  Fire  and  Faggot ,  Wm.  Thresham^ 
"  and  John  ThrustouL^  They  followed  these 
notices  wrtfa  fgtithful  and  punctual  execution 
of  the  horrid  threat  In  many  instances' they 
."  threw  down  the  houses  of  the  teitentry,  or 
what  they  called  racked  the  house,  so  that  the 
family  must  fly  or  be  buried  in  tlire  griave^Vif 
"  their  own  cabin.  The  extcftit  of  tftef  ^lif^lirs, 
"  that  had  been  committ^  bythat  atrWttbiis 
**  and  ri^bellious.  banditti  he  had  heard;  but  not 
*^  so  ascertaitied,  as  to  9tat^them  to  the  House : 
"  but  from  all  the  inquiriei^  he  colild  makd;  h** 
"  collected,  that  the  Catholic  inhabitamti^  of  Ai'- 
magh  were  actually  piit  out  of  the*  protection 
of  tbe  law;  that  the Mdiglstrafes  had  been  sti- 
piue  and  partial,  and  ttiat  tli^  honrid  banditti 
had  met  with  complete  success,  and  from  the 
Magisti^acy  with  very  Kttle  discouragement.** 
General  inculpation  seldom  <^oduces  the  effect 
«f  specific  proof. 

Three 

w  •  ml     m 

*  These  exterminating  notices  rarjed  in  form,  thmigh  they 
generally  concurred  in  substance,  and  were  equally  ajcted 
upon.  Some  were  conceived  in  the  laconic  words.  Hell  or 
Connaugkt.  An  eye-witness  to  many  of  these  horrible  scenes 
has  furnished  us  witb  another  reading  of  this  terrific  t»xt. 
'<  To  Hell  or  C^nnaught  immediately,  or  we.  Captain  Rack- 
^'  all  and  CapUiin  Firebrand  will  come  and  destroy  you, 
'^  and  send  youi:  souls  to  hell  and  dambatlon." 
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Three  of  the  Magistrates  of  Lui'gan,  Mess.  Lurgan 
Fordy  Broivnlmvy  and  Gr^er,  were,  next  to  Mr.  Magis- 
VerneVy   the  niost  prominently  conspicuous  in  courage 
forwarding  th6  Orange  system.     Ontlieir  estates  ^""^"g*- 
they  had  mostly  Catholic  tenantry,  from  whom 
their  agents  readily  obtained,  as  they  did  from 
others,  a  surrender  of  their  arms.     No  sooner 
bad  this  surrender  been  made,  than  n6tice  was 
given  to  the  Orangemen  by  Mr.  Ford,  that  they 
would  be  perfectly  safe  in  plundering  that  part 
of  the  country,  where  they  resided,  as  the  Ca- 
tholics were  there  totally  disarmed.    Accordingly 
on  the  following  Sunday,  they  crossed  the  river 
Bann  in  boats,  and  indiscriminately  attacked, 
plundered  and  destroyed  all  the  property  they 
knew  belonged  to  Catholics    in    that  district. 
That  their  rage  was  directed  against  Popery, 
and  not  Defenderism,  is  evident  from  Mr.  Ford's 
comiuct  to  two  of  his  own  naoBt  respectable  te- 
nants, whose  webs  and  yams  had  been  destroyed 
with  their  houses  and  furniture.     They  had  ap- 
plied to  him  in  the  natural  confidence  of  tenants 
i^  their  landlord,  who  was  also  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace*,  to  direct  them  how  they  should  obtain 

E  redress/ 

'  **  He  was  also  Collector  p£  the  Custoins  at  pundalk»  ftQjn 
which  office  he  was  soon  afterwards  discharged,  having  been 
detected  in  several  gross  frauds  upon  th^  Revenue.. ..Whilst 
Mfr  Greer  wasfaprisoD,  through  the  interest  of  Mr,  Foster, 
k(s)|a4  9|i  additional  allowance  made  to  him  of  ,£  100.  perann. 
from  the  Linen  Board,  with  leave  to  tak$  in  hi^s  son  as  assist- 
ant mspccior. 
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redress  for  their  sufferings.  He  shortly  told 
them,  if  they  would  read  their  recantation,  and 
turn  Protestants,  they  should  be  protected.  , 
'  The  surrender  of  Mr.  Ford's  tenants  arms  was 
made  on  the  Saturday.  Early  on  the  next 
morning  he  set  out  for  Dund^lk,  and  instantly 
after  his  departure,  the  surrendered  arms  were 
put  by  his  servant  into  the  hands  of  Orangemen, 
to  be  employed  in  exteraiinating  the  disanned 
owners.  The  example  of  Mr,  Ford  wa3  fol-  > 
lowed  by  several  other  Magistrates. 

CoBvic-  A  principal  part  of  Mr.  Coile^s  property,  then 
Mr.Greer^^  the  hands  of  weavers  in  the  district  of  Lur- 
fordcny-  gan,  was  destroyed  by  the  rioters  cutting  the 
tice!*  webs  in  the  looms,  and  the  yarn  on  the  beams. 
Mr.  Coile  applied  to  Air.  Greer  for  redress,  and 
he  refused  to  take  examinations,  or  grant  war- 
rants against  any  of  the  persons  conceruQi  in 
these  outrages,  who,  notwithstanding,  had  been 
i^worn  iigainst  by  four  persons  besides  the  pro- 
secutor, Mr.  Greer  was  prosecuted  at  the  Ar- 
Ijtiagh  assizes  \}^  Mr.  Coile^  and  found  guilty 
ypon  four  counts^  and  sentenced  to  six  months 
imprisonment,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  ^200.  He 
was  of  course  strucken  out  of  the  Commission 
of  the  Peace,  and  committed  to  Newgate.  But 
Mr.  Greer  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Fro^ 
tcstant  asccndamy.      His  fmeuwas  reduced  to 

sixpencev 
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sixpence.    Lord  Clare  restored  him  to  the  Com-r       / 
mission  of  the  Peace  ;  and  he  was  not  dispossessed 
of  the  office  of  Inspector  General   of  Ulster, 
under  the  Linen  Board. 

• 

Mr.  Coile,  whose  sufferings  for  his  religion,  Conspi- 
and  his  persecuted  countrymeoi   were    unpara-  ^^uist 
Idled,  waspre  vented  from  bringing  several  other  Mr.Coilc, 
of  the  corrupt  Magistrates  of  Armagh  to  justice 
by  a  conspiracy  against  his  life,  upon  a  false 
charge  of  high  treason.     He  was  warned  by  his 
friends  so  secure  safety  by  flight,  for  that  enough 
had  been  sworn  against  him  to  take  away  the 
lives  of  an  hundred  men.     CcMiscious  iitnocence 
scorned  to  shun  trial,  and  he  instantly  applied 
to  Mr.  Brownlow,  a  neighbouring  Magistrate, 
to  summon  the  parties  before  him,  in  order  to 
confront  them,  and  prevent  the  wicked  attempt. 
Mr.    Brownlow,    with   difficulty,    granted    the 
warrant  for  a  distant  day;   and,  in  the  inter- 
mediate time,  took  the  information  of  some  per- 
jured miscreants,  who  had  conspired  against  the 
life  of  Mr.  Coile,  and,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
.Obins,  committed  him  to  the  county  gaol,  upon 
the    following   extravagantly    false    charge,    of 
being  a  reputed  Papist,  distributing  a  large  quan- 
tity of  ball  cartridges   amongst   a  number   of 
Papists,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Pro- 
testants, and  also  at  the  same  time  swearing  a 

^    E2  person 
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person  to  be  one  of  his  soldiers,  to  assist  in  over- 
throwing the  fctng,  Government,  and  all  Ma- 
giist  rates. 

Conspira-  The  Rev.  Mr.  Manscfl,  the  evartgeli'zer  of 
tt^t,  aXd  Portadown,  before  whom  the  examinations  of 
own  ihe\t  the  t^onstrirat6i*s  were  sworn;  iYiduced  sucb  of 
^  '  them  as  iV€fr6  br  hiad  bee^n  <Dktho1ics,  to  read 
tbeir  tecaiftafiion  before  t^i'ey  M'fere  ^xamiiied.^ 
Mr.  Cofle  Was  'fcbtiifitied  tih6v^  eight  months  in 
ifwisbri,  Sr^mly  entreating  ahd  urgyiig  to  be  put 
1ij)on  his  tnal.  Foor  of  the  cotispirators  against 
Ws  life,  tdtiched  witJh  TemOtse,  deposed,  in  the 
itieaft  time,  before  different  magistrates,  that 
iltky  hi3td  been  "suWmed  to  swear  falsely  against 
fetti.  Sbme  bf  tliem  added,  tliat  they  had  been 
tbttij)elled  by  IhVelve  'Aien,  whom  they  named  in 
their  ^.'ffidAvitS,  to  iweir  false  OatTis  agaitisl  him, 
aiid  othets,  tlliit  thej^  had  heen  rewarded  for 
1te,Ving  done  so  With  dtithes  and  money. 

i  »       »  I 

P 

How  Mr.  Mt.  Cdile  Wfe  fehliwrgfed  *Withddt  trial,  ^er  «ft 
preveiued  ititprfsottmeM  df  eigfcrt;  thoriths.  Wiping  to  pro- 
iVoni  pro.gi^ul^,the¥eiit  dffthe  fednipitatofs,  he  'was  pte^ 
S' ma- Wilted  frdfti  ddihg  it  l^  the  jiid^,  bfecaui^  his 

gistrates,  O^^^ 

and  what 

justice  ^  1?he  teUbWiiig  Is  a  cdpy  of  U  certificate  ^ivea  to  on* 

^°®  *®     .Raines  teirtray  on  Afe  ^kxjatton-:  '^  Jatofes  MtifWy  oF  Dwy- 

deUn^        "  hfesna  Came  befort  lire  tiiis  day,  and  TcintoUticfed  «be  <frdtfB 

quents.       *'  of  liie  Church  of  Rooie,  and  embraced  the  (Protestant  feitk 

«<  as  by  iaw  established."     Geoihse  Mansbll.      Drum^  Jan^ 


own  trial  tras  still  hanging  over  him,  whenever 
it  might  h6  expedient  for  the  Crown  to  bring  it 
forward.      This  management  of  justice  bespeaks 
the  spirit  of  those,  by  whom  it  was  administered. 
At  the  spring  assizes,  in  1796,  more  than   100 
q{  these  exterminating  Orangemen  were  commit- 
ed  for  trial:  and  although  by  the  judges' order 
the  prosecutors  and  witnesses  were  escorted,  for 
security,  on  the  high  roads  by  patroles  of  dra- 
goons, many  of  thean  were    waylaid,  maimed 
aiid  murdered.      Others  were  intim^idated  from 
attending  to  give  evidence,  as  the  jiiries  were 
from    convicting.      Notwithstanding  these   ob- 
structions to  justice,  eleved  of  the  banditti  were 
found  guilty,  of  ^hom  one  only  was  executed. 
He  was  a  Protestant  dissenter.     It  was  the  ordi- 
nary  and  open  conversation  of  these  convicts, 
who  were  remanded  to  prison,  that  if  they  con- 
sidered their  lives  in  danger,  they  would  discover 
the  naioes  <^  their  employers  in  the  nefarious 
t)usittel^s.     At  the  solicitation  of  the  magistrates 
thfey  were  respited  from  time  to  time,  and  jatlast 
pardoned,  and  let  loose  upon  the  public  to  re- 
commence their  work  of  extewnination.  Mr.  Coile, 
from  faanng  prosecuted  Mr.  Greer  to  conviction, 
became  a  marked  victim  to  the  resentment  of  the 
Orai^gemen.      He  was  waylaid,    and  narrowly 
escaped  with  his  life.     Persecution  followed  hito 
to  Dublin^  wheris  his  sufferings  will  be  traced 
in  the  sequel^  not  for  the  sake  of  the  persecuted, 

individual. 
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individual,  but  for  the  piirpbse  of  exhibiting  to 
the  nation  the  spirit  and  principles  of  f he  perse- 

cutors^*  ^ 

'  .  ■      * 

]\lischief      The   exterminating   system    was    carried  on 
i<m  kept   ^^*^^h  such  alacrity  in  Armagh,  that  the  passive 
from   the  objects  of  the  persecution  were  intimidated  into 
^^^   ^^'      silence.  Moderate  and  liberal  Protestants  wished 
to  suppress  the,  enormities  perpetrated  by  their 
brethren  m  faith,  under  pretence  of  supporting 
the  Protestant  ascendancy^ '.  and  the  ferocious  in- 
struments  of  the  outrages    were  prevented  by 
their  more  bloody  instigato/s  from  recording  them 
to  posterit}^     Thus,  unfortunately,  has  the  pub- 
lic been  left  in  ignorance  of  the  atrocities, f  by 

which 

'  *  Through  their  influence  with  the  head  of  the  Linen 

Board,  this  gentleitian,  who  had  hitherto  been  accommodated 
like  others,  in  that  branch  of  trade,  with  the  usual  advanta- 
ges of  the  Hall,  was»  in  an  unprecedented  manner,  deprived 
of  rooms  in  it  for  the  sale  pf  hi<^  goods  :.  he  was  obliged  for 
that  purpose  to  purchase  a  house  in  the  neighbouring  street, 
in  whfch  he  had  scarcely  been,  settled,  when  fort}*^. eight  wo- 
men and  children,  and  four  troopers  were  billetted  upon  him 
for  ten  week^  and  four  days.  The  further  grievances  of  this 
persecuted  individual  will  be  noticed,  as  they  ocqur  in  the 
chronological  order  of  the  ensuing  sheets ;  as;they  are  all  to 
be  traced  to  the  inexpiable  offence  of  having  resisted  and  pu- 
^  nished  some  of  the  most  prominent  zealots  of  the  Orange 
Institution. 

t  Dr.  Sheridan,  the  patriotic  and  enlightened  author  of  the 
Zhbiassed  Irishman,  (3d.  edition  by  Coyne/ Dublin,  1808.) 

in 
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which  the  Orange  spirit  was  brought  into  action, 
embrued  in  Irish  blood,  and  extended  through  the 
Country ;  sometimes  preserved,  at  others  foster^ 
ed  by  the  hand  of  power,  never  put  down,  and 
to  this  hour  permitted  to  exist  in  defiance  of  the 
laws  of  the  land,  in  violation  of  the  constitution, 
and  contravention  of  the  Act  of  Settlement.  No 
wonder,  that  the  hands,  which  fecretly  directed 
those  inhuman  deeds>  should  be  operati\e  in 
-  keeping  them  from  the  eye  of  the  public.  No 
regular  history  is  to  be  found  of  that  recent  per- 
secution, though  so  many  f^i  the  persecuted  and 
persecutors  still  live  to  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the 
facts. 

With 

in  his  introduction  to  the  thirti  edition  of  his  admirable  revicvr 
of  Dr,  Woodward's  Present  State  of  the  Church  qf  Ireland,  oc- 
casioned by  a  recent  renewal  of  that  famous  publication  of  th% 
Bishop,  (p.  20.)  has  observed,  *'  that  the  Catholics  have  been 
"  unpardonably  deficient  in  the  use  they  have  made  of  the 
'*  freedom  of  the  press.  Their  shameful  indiflerence  with 
«'  regard  to  their  persecuted  brethren  in  the  County  of  Ar- 
"  maghy  will  not  tell  in  their  favour  with  an  enlightened 
*'  posterity."  And  p.  25,  he  remarks  of  Mr.  Coile,  that, 
«*  having  thus  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life  from  this  wicked 
*'  qenspiracy^  and  suffered  a  loss  of  his  entire  property,  this 
**  gentleman  had  sUU  spirit  enough  left  to  look  for  redress, 
<'  and  was  so  fortupate  as  to  be  able  to  expose  the  system  cf- 
*'  fectually  to  the  motion.*'  He  adds,  however,  this  satisfuc* 
tory  information,  viz.  That  *'  a  few  days  since,  (viz.  in  1808) 
"the  unhappy  magistrate  deputed,  a  respectable  friend  to 

wait  on  the  gentleman  he  had  persecuted,  praying  forgive ^ 
''  ness,  and  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  been  set 

on  to  that  bad  act  by  mm  high  in  power*'^ 


4< 


if 
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Alarming  With  sucli  rapidity  did  the  atrocious  fenati- 
^^^^  cism  of  the  Orangemen  spread  through  the 
ism.  County  of  Armagh,  that  in  three  months  from 
their  inauguration  on  the  21st  of  September,  the 
very  magistrates,  who  had  hitherto  countenanced 
them,  were  appalled  at  the  consequences  of  their 
own  concurrence  and  connivance.  On  the  21st 
of  February,  1796,  Mr.  Grattan,  in  debating 
the  four  resolutions  of  the  Attorney  General,  for 
quietipg  the  disturbances  of  the  country,  which 
neither  mentioned  nor  referred  to  the  County  of 
Armagh,  thus  spoke.*  "This  horrid  persecution, 
**  this  abominable  barbarity,  and  this  general  exr 
*^  termination  has  been  acknowledged  by  the 
"  magistrates,  who  found  the  evil  had  proceeded 
"  to  so  shameful  an  excess,  that  it  had  at*  length 
obliged  them  to  cry  out  against  it.  On  the  28th 
of  December  thirty  of  the  magistrates  came  to 
**  the  following  resolution,  which  was  evidence 
"  of  the  d(?signs  of  the  insurgents,  and  of  their 
**  success.  Resolvedy  that  it  appears  to  this 
"  meeting,  that  the  County  of  Armagh  is  at 
"  this  moment  in  the  state  of  uncommon  disorder  ; 
"  that  the  Roman.  Catholic  inhabitants  are  griev- 
"  ously  oppressed  by  latoless  persons  unkown, 
**  zvho  attack  and  plunder  their  houses  by  night, 
"  and  threaten  them    with  instant  destruction, 

I 

"  unless  they  abandon  immediately  their    lands 
^^  and  habitations.*^  '  ,  , 

Tl^at 

^  16  ParLDeb. 
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That  was  the  first  of  six  resolutions  proposed  Evidence 
by  Lord  Gosford,  whilst  governor  of  the  county.  ^^  ^^^  ^^' 

1  .  ^  .  ft  magh  ma- 

to  a  general  meeting  of  magistrates,  for  the  pur-  gistrates 
pose,  as  the  third  of  those  resolutions  expresses,  ^^i"^^ 
of  stopping  the  progress  of  the  persecution  nozv  Orange-. 
carrying  on  by  an  ungovernable  mob  against  the  ^^^* 
Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  this  county.    That 
noble    Lord  spoke    a  written   address    to    the  ?P^^J^  ®^ 

Lordwos- 

meetmg,  m  which  he  told  them,  that  he  was  as  ford, 
true  a  Protestant  as  any  in  the  room,  and  that 
from  holding  the  situation  he  did  in  the  county, 
he  was    called    upon,  and    would   declare    his 
sentiments  without  fear   and   without  disguise. 
That  meeting  of  the  whole  body  of  the  magis- 
tracy of  the  County  of  Armagh  was  convened         ^ 
on  the  28th  of  December,   1795,  by  his  Lord- 
ship, for  the  special  purpose  of  concerting  mea- 
sures the  most  likely  to  check  the  enormities,  that 
had  brought   disgrace  upon   the  County,  and 
would  soon    reduce  it  to  the  deepest  distress. 
His  Lordship's  words  to  them  on  that  occasion, 
are  the  most  unimpeachable  evidence,  that  can 
be  resorted  to  of  the  nature,  spirit  and  extent  of 
Orangism  at  that  time,  which  comprized  only 
the  first  quarterly  return  of  the  success  of  that 
exterminating  society.     "  It  is,"  said  his  Lord- 
ship, "  no  secret,  that  a  persecution,  accompa- 
'^  nied  with  all  the  circumstances  of  ferocious 
'^  cruelty,  which  have  in  all  ages  distingiKIshed 
"  that  calamity,  is  now  raging  in  this  County. 

F  Neither 
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"  Neither  age  nor  sex,  nor  even  acknowledgeif. 
**  innocence,  as  to  any  guilt  in  the  hite  disturb- 
ances, is  sufficient  to  excite  mercy  or  aftbrd 
protection.  The  only  crime,  which  the  wretch- 
''  ed  objects  of  this  ruthless  persecution  are 
"  charged  with,  is  a  crime  indeed  of  easy  proof: 
'^  It  is  simphj  a  profession  of  ihe  Roman  Catholic 
'^faithy  or  an  intimate  connection  with  a  person 
*'  professing  that  faith.  A  lawless  banditti  have 
^'  constituted  themselves  judges  of  this  new  spe- 
*'  cies  of  delinquency,  and  the  sentence  they 
*'  have  denounced  is  equally  concise  and  terrible  ! 
*^  It  is  nothing  less,  than  a  confiscation  of  all 
"  property,  and  an  immediate  banishment.  It 
*^  woiild  be  extremely  painful,  and  surely  unneces- 
^^  sary  to  detail  the  horrors,  that  attend  the  exe- 
"  <Hition  of  so  rude  and  tremendous  a  proscrip- 
**  tion.  A  proscription,  that  certainly  exceeds,  in 
"  the  comparative  number  of  those  it  consigns 
"  to  ruin  and  misery,  every  example,  that  an- 
*^  cient  and  modem  history  can  supply :  for 
^'  where  have  we  heard,  or  in  what  stoiy  of  hu- 
*^  man  cruelties  have  we  read  of  more  than  h'alf 
*'  the  inhabitants  of  a  populous  country  deprived 
"  at  oJae  blov^'  of  the  means,  as  well  as  of  the  fruits 
"of  their  industry,  and  driven,  in  the  midst  of 
"  ^n  inclement  season,  to  seek  a  shelter  for  them- 
*^,ad.vesanfl  their  helpless  families,  where  chance 
"  ma;^  guide  them..  This  is  no  exaggerated  pic- 
•^•tllfe  of  the  horrid  scenes  now  acting  in  this 

"  country. 
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**  country.  Yet  surely  it  is  Suflicieiit  to  awaken 
**  sentiments  of  indignation  and  compassion  in 
*'  the  coldest  bosoms.  These  horrors  are  now 
"  acting  with  impunity.  The  spirit  of  impartial 
"justice  (without  which  law  is  nothing  better 
"  than  an  instrument  of  tyranny)  has  for  a  time 
"  disappeai'ed  in  the  county,  and  the  supineness 
"  of  the  magistracy  of  Armagh  is  become  a 
"  common  topic  of  conversation  in  every  corner 
"of  the  kingdom.'*  His  Lordship  most  evi- 
dently addressed  the  Armagh  magistracy,  under 
K  a  conscious  sense  of  their  feelings  and  conduct 
being  then  pre-occupied  by  a  power  and  in- 
fluence different  from,  and  superior  to  his  own. 
What  else  could  have  induced  him  to  add, 
**  conscious  of  my  sincerity  in  this  public  de- 
"  claration,  which  I  do  not  make  unadvisedly, 
*'  but  as  the  result  of  mature  deliberation,  I  defy 
"  the  paltry  insinuations,  that  malice  or  party  spi- 
"  rit  may  suggest.  I  know  my  own  heart,  and  I 
"  should  despise  myself,  if,  under  any  intimida- 
"  tion,  I  could  close  my  eyes  against  such  scenes, 
"  as  present  themselves  on  every  side,  or  my  ears 
'*  against 4he  complaints  of  a  persecuted  people." 

f 

Such  marked  reprobation  of  the  conduct  of  How  Ld. 
the  Oritngemen  from  a  nobleman  of  the  respected  ap^int- 
character  aud  peculiar  situation  of  the  late  Lord  ed  govcr- 
Gosford,  i«  8^  object  of  interesting  observation.  Armagh. 
In  the  summer  of  1791,    whilst  the  political  HU  up- 

T.  ^  right  spi- 

F  2  power  rif^ 
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gt)  clown  to  posterity  any  authentic  trace  of  the 
outrages  of  their  protected  exterminators,  he 
cautiously  kept  out  of  the  resohitions,  and  out 
of  the  acts,  the  very  name  of  the  County  of . 
Armagh,*  though  at  that  time  labouring  under 
more  turbulence  and  outrage,  than  any  otlier  part 
of  Ireland/  These  resolutions  and  bills  were  ex- 
pressly introduced  for  the  purpose  of  giving  ex- 
traordinary powers  to  the  magistrate  to  put  down 
extraordinary  turbulency  in  the  country ;  yet 
would  it  be  impossible  for  the  future  historian  to 
collect  from  the  record  of  those  acts  of  parha- 
ment,  the  slightest  evidence  of  the  county  of 
Armagh  having  been  at  that  time  disturbed  by 
an  Exterminating  banditti,  who  drove  the  whole 
Catholic  population  of  the  county  from  their 
homes,  merely  because  they  professed  the  Roman 
Catholic  Religion. 

Iht  c!e-       The  debate  iri  the  House  of  Commons  upon 
PaHia-  *  *^^^  passing  of  those  bills  is  the  chief  historical 

ment   the  SOUrcc 

©rtlv  his- 

toncal  #  Notwithstanding  this  studied  caution  to  keep  the  name 

5()nrte   o   ^^  Armagh,  and  any  specific  reference  to  those  Protestant 
lion.  outrages  out  of  the  acts,  yet  it  is  evident,  that  as  far  as  the 

indemnity  of  the  magistraies  went,  the  legislators  had  their 
eyes  anxiously  ri vetted  to  the  whole  persecution  of  Armagh, 
up  to  that  hour.  They  meant  not  to  leave  the  Armagh  ma- 
gistracy uncovered,  even  for  a  moment  The  indemnity 
was  made  to  operate  inclusively  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1795^ 
that  notorious  day,  on  which  Mr.  Mansell  so  successfoUy 
opened  his  extraordiuary  mission  at  Portadowm 
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source  of  information  for  the  trutli  of  the  Ar- 
magh |)ersecutioii.  The  suppression  of  tlie  very 
nature  of  the  Orange  dehnquency  by  tlie  Attor- 
Ijey  General,  spoke  a  languagfe  too  clear  to  \)c 
misunderstooil  by  an)  man  of  impartiality.  The 
protecting  tenderness  for  this  Praetorian  guard 
ot^the  Protestant  asceudancif  went  to  complete 
impunity.  Mr.  Gef>rge  Ponsonhy,  in  urging  tlie 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  G  rattan,  said,  that 
the  enormities,  which  the  siovcrnor  of  that 
county  had  declared,  exceeded  any,  that  ever 
disgmced  any  country,  wTre  such  as  the  ex- 
isting laws  were  not  calculated  fullv  to  reacii : 
they  were  of  that  kind,  that  a  fair  and  im- 
partial Gmernment  should  be  glad  to  catch 
"  at  ever}^  opportunity  to  pi-event.  If  Admi- 
^*  nistration  were  sincere  in  wishing  to  protect 
**  the  unfortunate  sufferer  in  that  county^  as 
"  they  were  to  punish  offenders  in  other  parts, 
"  they  would  not  hesitate  for  one  nwment  to 
'*  adopt  the  amendment." 
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That  amendment  was  to  make  it  obligatory  (not  Nature  of 
leaving  it  optional,  as  the  bill  did)  on  the  county  P^^^J^^ 
to  pay  thecountiyman,  whether  lafK)urer  ormanu-  ment  tn 
facturer,  full  compensation  for  his  <lamages  and  ^^^J^q'^^ 
losses  to  his  pei'son,   family,  or  dwelling,  suffered  neral's 
in  consequence  of  violent  n'lobs,     Mr*  G rattan      * 
(observed,  that  if  the  compensation  were  left  op* 
tional  to  the  grand  jury,  nothing  would  be  done. 

That 
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That  the  grand  jury  would  readily  present  for 
damages  suffered  by  magistrates  or  witnesse$; 
but  they  probably  would  not,  in  the  county  of 
Armagh  particularly,  give  any  adequate,  or  in- 
deed any  satisfaction  for  the  losses  sustained  by 
the  Catholic  weaver  or  peasant;  and  therefore 
it  was  not  enough,  that  grand  juries  should  have 
tlie  power ;  it  was  indispensable  to  impose  the 
obligation.  Government  trifled  with  the  north- 
ern weaver,  when  it  sent  him  for  satisfaction  to 
^  grand  jury  composed  of  those  very  magistrates, 
whose  supineness  or  partiality  or  bigotry  had 
been  the  cause  of  his  losses  and  his  emigration. 
The  bill,  as  framed,  contained  no  remedy  for 
such  a  case.  In  the  different  preambles  the 
grievance  was  not  set  forth  :  in  the  various  pro- 
visions no  remedy  was  comprehended.  The  bill 
proposed  to  give  extra  powers  to  magistrates ; 
this  might  l)e  very  effectual,  as  to  certain  parts 
of  the  country  :  but  what  was  the  grievance  of 
Armagh  ?  That  the  magistrates  had  not  used 
the  ordinary  powers,  and  in  some  cases  had* 
abused  those  powers  in  such  a  manner,  that  the 
subject  had  not  been  protected,  and  the  rioter 
had  been  encouraged.  Without  such  an  pbli-  ^ 
gatory  clause  the  bill  was  not  faithful  to  its  own 
principle.  Unless  amended,  it  would  be  a  bill 
of  partial  coercion  and  partial  redress:  it  pu- 
nished (as  it  stood)  disturbance  in  one  part  of 
the  kingdom:  it  compromised,  disturbances  in 

another ; 
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another ;  it  protected  the  magistrates,  and  left 
exposed  the  poor  of  the  North.  It  says,  if  you 
murder  a  Magistrate,  you  shall  pay  his  represen- 
tatives :  but  if  you  drive  away  whole  droves  of 
weavers  iii  Armagh,  you  shall  pay  nothing,  ex-* 
cept  those  persons  ptease,  by  whose  fault  they 
have  been  driven  away,  and  scattered  over  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Without  such  amendment 
the  bill  would  give  no  redress  to  the  sufferers  in 
Armagh.  It  was  contended  by  ministers,  that 
the'  existing  law  sufficed  to  repress  the  disturbs 
ances  in  Armagh.  It  certainly  did  to  a  certain 
extent  punish  the  offences  committed  there :  it 
equally  punished  the  offences  committed  else* 
where.  But  it  was  unfounded  to  say,  that  the 
existing  law  punished  those  offences  in  such  a 
summary  manner,^  as  was  necessary  to  restrain 
them  in  Armagh.  The  bill  did  not  look  at  their 
case. 

In  debating  the  Insurrection  Bill,*  Sir  Lau-  Ouu-agc- 
rence  Parsons  grievously  lamented  the  discon-  j!!L*^^^I 
tent,  which  it  must  necessarily  create  in  the  Orange 
county  of  Armagh,  by  enabling  the  Magistrate  Jfj^|^[„ 
to  send  out  of  the  kingdom  any  man  he  might  Armaglw 
think  guilty.     "  In  that  county  it  had  been  fre- 
"  quently  proved  on  oath,  that  several  Magis- 
*^  trates  refused  to  take  the  examinations  of  the 

G  **  injured 

*  Vid.  Parliamentary  Debates  of  thc^  times. 
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''  injured  Catholics.     By  some  of  those  Magis- 
'  ^'  t rates,  they  had  been  most  cruelly  persecuted ; 
^^  others  would  hear  them  only  out  of  the  win- 
^^  doW|  and  someL  actually  turned  them  from  the 
*^  doors  with  threats.     If  such  men  were  to  be 
^^  entrusted  with  a  power  of  transporting  men 
"  at  pleasure^  what  was  there  to  be  expectedj, 
^^  but  the  most  gross  and  flagrant  violation  of 
*' justice."    In  the  samadebatei  Colonel  (now 
General)  Craddock  assured  the  House,  that  he; 
had  lately  been  sent  down  to  that  part  of  the 
country  with  the  most  decided  instructions  from 
Government  to  fact  with  equal*  justice  to  all 
offenders.     H&  had  been  assisted  by  General 
Nugent,  and  such  was  the  nature  of  the  dis% 
turbance,  that  after  repeated  consideration,  they 
could  see  no  possible  wayi  in  which  the  troops 
could  be  employed:  he  therefore  recommended 
liis  recall  in  letters  to  Government,  as  he  thought 
he  could  be  of  no  use.     He  admitted,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Protestants,,  called  Peep  of  Day 
^ty/^  (the.n  calling  themselves  Orangemen),  in 
the  county  of  Armagh,  was  at  that  time  most 
atrocious,    and   that,  their  barbaroi^s  practices 
must  certainly  be  put  down, 

With 

•  This  marlced  redundancy  in  the  orders  of  Government 

bespeaks  doubt,  consciousnes<{,  or  charge  that  equal  fitnd  kn- 

paiiial  justice  had  not  been  previously  aduiinistered  in  those 

parts.     The  order  would  otherwise  h^ve  been  an  iosult  to  the 

.  officer,  who  received  it^  ^ 
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With  this'  evidence  before  tlieir  eyes,  tlitf  insurgcn- 
House  of  Commons  passed  the  bills  without  the  J^j^^j. 
ameodmenl:,  which  was  proposed  for  the  sole  ty  Bills 
purpose  of  meeting  the  fcase  of  the  Oraagc  iH*P***®^* 
aiirgeoej  «  Annagh ;  ami  without  any  provti^ 
sion  of  remedy,  or  eveii  referenee  to  that  evil ; 
aod  with  discretionary-  powers^  transportation 
Felted  in  those  tcvr^  Magistrates,  whom  t^  go- 
veraor  of  the  county  had  charged  to  tlieir  feces 
with,  having  permitted  onprecedented  horrors  to 
be  committed  with  impunity,  sand  mad^  thtihr 
own  siipineness  the  cotmnota  te^pie  of  conversa- 
tion  in  ewry  "Corner^of  the  kingdom.  Thus  th^ 
tinpanUeiled  outrages  of  the  O^aiigemenf  within 
the  first  three  iiUDntlis  4s)P  their  inst<tnt4o^  are  his- 
torically verified :  and  the  Feoond'  of  Parliament 
proves  the  -sympathetic  t€«derness  ^of  Govern- 
moBt  in  screening  them  from  the  operation  of 
hw%  which  tl>e  Attor*>ey  General,  on  tlie  28th 
of  Ja4iuary,  1796.,  in  his  place  in  the  Commons 
avowed,  was  (however  rekctant  to  iiis  feelings) 
a  tdoody  penai  code. 

The  Session  x)f  that  Partiamcnt,  in  which  the  Partiali- 
bilis  for  putting  down  insurgency  and  indemni-  ^^  ^^^  . 
fying  the  Magistraftes,  wh<^  I>ad  (exceeded  the  men  and 
law  ia  their  endisavou^rs  t»  keep  the  peace  ^v^re^^jJ'J"' 
passed,  closed  on  the  15th  of  April,  179^,  when 
Ihs  Excellency  warmly  commended  the  vigorous 
measures  they  had  adopted  for  the  s^uppression 
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9f  msurrecUon  and  outrage,  and  the  wise  piro^ 
visions  they  had  roade  for  preventing  the  exten- 
sion of  similar  offences.  The  popular  feeling 
out  of  Parliament  was  not  regulated  by  tliat  of 
the  majority  within  it»  Amaze  and  indignation 
were  general,  tliat  the  crimes  of  the  iDefenders, 
then  on  the  wane,. should  be  visited,  with  that 
new  and  unheard  of  severity,  whilst  thie  atrocities 
of  the  Orangemen,  then  raging  with  encreas- 
ing  fury,  were  so  tenderly  protected  from  its 
rigor.  This  impression  upon/the  public  mind 
was  faithfully  represented  by  Mr.  Grattan  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  when  that,  new  bloody  code, 
as  the  Attorney  General  called  it,  wa3  debated.'*'' 
It  had  been  said  by  the  n^over  of  the  resolu^* 
tions,  that  of  the  Defenders  multitudes  had 
been  hanged,  multitudes  had  been  put  to 
death  on  the  field;  and  though  suppressed, 
they  were  ;iot  extinguished.  But  with  regard 
to  the  outrages  of  the  Orange  Boys,  he  would 
**  make  no  such  boast.  On  tlie  contrary,  they 
had  met  with  impunity,  and  success  and  tri- 
umph.  They  had  triumphed  over  the  law, 
they  had  triumphed  over  the  Magistrates,  and 
they  had  triumphed  over  the  people.  There 
persecution,  rebellion,  inquisition,  murder, 
^\  robbery,  devastation  and  extermination  had 
'*  been  entirely  victorious." 

So 

*  ParliamenUry  Debates,  ubi  supra. 
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So  much  had  been  said  in  Parfiament  uncoit-  Addreu 
tradicted  about  the  outrageous  persecution  of  q^^^^^ 
Armagh,  and  so  generally  did  the  public  believe,  Jury  of 
as  the  fact  was,  that  about  7OOO  Catholics  had  ^\^^^ 
becirt  ektermhiated  by  the  Orange  faction,  which  latory. 
was  certainly  in  most  instances  unchecked  by  the 
Miagistrates,  and  claimed  in  alt  to  be  supported 
by  Government,  that  tlieir  sympathising  protec- 
tion found  it  ))nidenl  to  attempt  to  soften  the 
public  indignation,  and  send  forth  some  public 
<k>cugient  to  counteract  the  effects  of  Lord  Gos- 
ftwrd's  addi^ss  to  the  magistracy  of  that  county. 
At  the  Lent  Assizes,  tlie  Sheriff,  Governor,  and 
Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Attnagh,  published 
an  address  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  two  re- 
solutions of  a  peculiar  natuve.     They  thanked 
his  Excellency  for  his  readiness  to  afford  military 
aid  on  occasion  of  the  disturbances,    that  in 
some  places  had  unfortunately  prevailed,.   They  . 
then  regretted  the  late  disturlmnces ;  and  as  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  county  had  always  discharged 
their  duty  with  rigorous  and  impartial  just  ice,, 
no  they  would  continue  their  exertions  to  punish 
offenders  of  every  denomination,  and  would  la- 
ment the  necessity  of  adopting  tlie  rigor  of  the 
Acts  of  the  late  Session  of  Parliament.     Tlieir 
first  resolution  was  to  thank  the  Sheriff  for  his 
*d4:ry  proper  conduct:  the  second  to  thank  the 
Attorney  General  for  his  very  able  sf)eech :  for 
the- candor  and  unwearied  exertions,  with  which 


..Hi    '. 


46 

he  couducted  the  pro^ecutiana^  and  bis  readiness 
to  conimuniqate  ou  every  <)cca$ion  with'  the 
grand  jwy.  No  thanks  were  vot^d  to  ithe  go- 
vernor, nor  djd.the  address  specify  or  refer  to  any 
one  of  the  appropriate  outrages  of  the  County  oIIl 
Armagh^  reiigious  dissensions,  conflagrations, 
papering,  racking,  devastation,  depopulation  or 
extermination.  Their  assurances  to  his  Excel- 
lency,  that  they  would,  in  Aiture,  exercise  ^Im- 
partial justice  iipon  oiSenders  of  every  denonuna- 
tion,  was  rather  unseasonable,  when  they  bad 
actually  then  exterminated  the  whole  Ca^hoUc 
population  of  ,the;  coiuity.  The  flinisy  ^delusion 
of  this  self  adulatory  address  was  seen  tiuxHi^k 
and  contemned. 


Govern-  A  systepa*  ofsworn  secrecy  and  state  inystery 
findb  the  ^^  ^^'^^  *^  ^^  developed  by  piecemeal,  from  ac- 
Orange-  Cumulative 

men  use- 
ful. *  Tbe  mischief  of  a  system  nsay  be  flls^trated  by  hypo- 
thesis, as  strongly  as  by  facts.  Be  4t  then  supposed  {against 
the  fact)  that  a  cabinet  secret  had  tran*<pired  through  cabinet 
oaths  of  secrecy.  Credit  might  then  be  given  to  current  re- 
ports, which  novf  mmt  be  disbeUeved,  because  they  could  not 
bave  been  <ditu)ged»  that  Lord  Camden  had  been  advised  in 
/Council  to  ensure  the  traraquillization  of  Ireland  by  one  of 
three  measures.  )st.  By  panting  complete  emancipation  to 
the  Catholics.  2dly.  By  re-enacting  the  old  penal  laws.  3dly, 
"By  exterminating  them  from  the  face  of  the  country.  That 
his  Exoeltency  vns  by  his  instructions  compelled  to  reject  the 
first :  that  be  personally  loathed  the  second  :  that  be  revolted 
at  the  third,  as  an  impossibility.     Hot  so :  said  the  most  ao- 

tire 
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ciraiulative  circumstances,  that  lead  to  a  conclu-' 
sbn  of  moral  certainty    The  society  of  Orange- 
men 

live  member  of  that  cablaet*  I  engage  to  famish  30,000 
mea  armed  and  eager  to  atcbieve  the- work.  Was  it  for  such 
a  purpose  that  Orangemen  were  found  so  eminently  useful  ? 
If  iheir  conduct  entitled  them  to  so  much  merit  at  the  end  of 
the  first  six  months,  to  what  pretensions  will  not  their  sabse- 
qoeot  merits  of  full  fourteen  years  give  claim  ?  Whoever 
looks  at  their  conduct  through  all  that  intermediate  space  of 
iiaie  will  trace  an  identity  of  spirit  and  action  at  the  open- 
ing and  closing  of  the  period.  Mr.  Curran  has  appropriate- 
ly said,  (Speech  in  Hccey  v.  Sirr)  **  When  you  endeavour 
**  to  convey  an  idea  of  a  great  number  of  barbarians  prac- 
tising a  great  variety  of  cruelties  upon  an  incalculable- 
multitude  of  sufferers,  nothing  defined  or  specific  finds  its 
way  to  the  heart,  nor  is  any  sentiment  .excited,  save  that 
of  a  general  erratic  unappropriated  commiseration."  In 
1795  there  lived  in  the  county  of  Armagh  a  Mr.  James  Ver- 
ner,  by  profession  an  attorney,  by  trade  a  magistrate,  and 
by  commission  a  paHiament-man,  nominated  by  Lord  North « 
land  for  the  borough  of  Dungannon,  He  then  was,  as  he 
still  continues  to  be  prominently  conspicuous  for  depressing 
and  persecuting  the  Catholics.  His  uncle,  viho  was  also  an 
attorney,  had  by  professional  and  other  means  realized  a 
very  considerable  landed  estate  in  those  parts,  which  he  had 
devised  to  a  younger  son  of  Mr.  James  Verner,  then  an  in- 
fant. Amongst  other  exploits  of  this  purple  Orangeman,  he 
eviscerated  the  estate  of  his  own  son,  by  ruining  and  exter- 
minating ninety  six  Catholic  families,  nho  were  tenants  upon 
it.  Mr.  James  Verner's  corps  of  yeomanry  displayed  their 
zeal  and  prowess  on  their  way  to  church  on  a  Sunday,  by  fir- 
ing amongst  a  congregation  of  Catholics,  whilst  attending  the 
rites  of  their  own  religion,  'i^'onnding  several,  and  some  mor- 
tally. 
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men  had  not  subsisted  six  fiill  months,  when  the 
Attorney  Generars  bloody  penal  cede  was  undec 
discussion.  They  were  then  unknown  out  of 
Armagh,  and  wiere  known  in  it  only  by  their 
deeds  of  blood,  waste  and  extermination.  There, 
however,  a  leading  magistrate  of  that  county, 
from  the  ministerial  side  of  the  hpuse,  roundly 
affirmed,  that  the  conduct  c^  the  Orangemen 
had  been  eminently  useful.  The  assertion  was 
neither  contradicted  nor  qualified  from  the  trea- 
sury bench.     They  were  thenceforth  taken  into 

the 

tally,  and  on  their  retorn  from  church  on  the  same  day,  ras- 
ing to  the  ground  the  Catholic  chapel,  ivhich  had  been  only 
four  years  erected  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  parish 
church  of  Tartarahan.  The  demolition  was  performed  in 
the  presence  of  Mr*  Obery  the  magistrate,  whose  two  sons 
were  actively  employed  in  it,  and  converted  the  principal 
timber  into  looms  for  ibeir  own  use.  These  two  young 
Messrs.  Obery  werq  in  the  habits  of  selling  written  protec- 
tions to  such  Catholics,  as  could  pay  weekly  prices  for  them ; 
and  after  their  cash^was  exhausted,  they  took  the  price  of 
their  protections  in  yarn.  Upon  the  failure  of  that,  they 
withheld  them,  and  left  the  impoverished  weavers  to  the  ge- 
neral fate  of  their  exterminated  brethren.  In  ISOa,  Con- 
stantine  O'Neill  a  Catholic  hatter,  was  burnt  out  of  his  house 
and  shot  at  by  a  set  of  Orangemen,  headed,  as  he  charged, 
by  two  of  the  young  Messrs.  Vemer,  and  under  the  protec* 
tion  of  Mr.  James  Verner.  The  clerk  of  the  assistant  bar* 
rister,  before  whom  O'Neil  had  been  advised  by  a  magistrate 
of  a  neighbouring  county  to  lay  his  depositions,  turned  him 
t^ut  of  doors  with  threats,  for  applying  to  him  to  take  exami- 
nations against  his  particular  friends  Messrs.  Vemer.  (See 
Wilson's  Correspondence,  5th  Edit  p.  1 4,  and  throughout.) 


49 

the  pupillary  embraces  of  Government,  and  ao^ 
quired  influence,  strength  and  permanency. 
Could  a  more  dangerous  engine  fall  iitto  the 
hands  of  bad  ministers  ? 

The  grand  policy  of  government  was  then,  as  Bad  cf- 
it  still  is,  to  resist  the  Catholic  claims,  and  de-  go^Jer^- 
press  the  friends  of  parliamentary  reform.  It  was  ment's 
fearfully  alajmed  at  the  extension  of  a  spirit  of  fng^the^' 
liberality  and  union  amongst  Irishmen  of  different  Orange- 
religious  persuasions.     With  a  view  to  counter- 
act the  effects  of   such    Union,   ^recourse  was 
had  to  the  old  and  fatal  principle  of  division, 
for  which  no  fitter  instruments  could  be  found, 
than  a  society  of  merciless  fanatics  excluding  the 
bulk  of  the  population  of  their  country  as  ene- 
mies, thirsting  for  their  blood,  and  sworn  to  ex- 
terminate them,  as  far  as  in  them  lay.     Would 
it  be  a  rash,  though  harsh  conclusion,  that  from 
complacency  in  the  outrages  of    the  Armagh 
persecution,  government  took  to  their  embraces 
the  associated  perpetrators  of  its  horrors  ?  Cer- 
tainly, upon  the  actual  exermination  of  the  Ca- 
tholic population  from  part  of  that  county,*  go- 

H  vernment 

•  Where  falsehood  and  misrepresentation  are  resorted  to 
by  government,  the  practice  cannot  be  too  broadly  expos^. 
Wise  policy    never  leans  on   untruth.      It  has  been   th^ 
art  of  those,  who  stimulated  aad  fostered  the  Armagh  perse- 
cution 
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vernment  anxiously  propagated  them  throughout 
the  realm,  and  promoted  the  formation  of  new 
lodges  with  its  power  and  influence.  Is,  it  in 
nature,  to  lay  this  eager  adoption  of  the  Orange^ 
men  to  any  otl>er  views,  than  those  of  enlarging 
the  field  of  action  for  keeping  up  division  in  the 
people,  inflaming  religious  discord,  and  turning 
the  public  mind  from  the  pursuit  of  constitution- 
al objects.?  Had  not  this  been  the  result  of  their 
conduct  in  Armagh  ?  Tliese  wicked  projects  in 
great  part  defeated  their  own  ends,  by  encourag- 
ing and  extending  the  cause  of  internal  Union. 
It  \i^^a3,  ^vo>ved  by  the  three  chiefs  ^  of  the 
Unjt^  Irishmen,  at  a  time  and  under  circum- 
stances,  wliich  precluded  the  temptation  to  de- 
ceive, that,  *'  to  the  Armagh  persecution  was 
"  the  union  of  Irishmen. most  exceedingly  in- 
'^  debted.*'     They  give  the  reason  in  detail,  and 

then 
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cution.s,  to  reduce  the  numbers  of  the  vicii«>s  far  below  thi^ 
reality.  A  list  of  them  was  made  out  by  the  late  Mr.  Stuart 
of  Acton,  ami  the  ftuv.  Mr.  Stuart  of  Armagh.  The  total 
af  the  exterminated  isdividuals  exceeded  7000.  That  black 
rnofiumeiU  of  OKaage  atrocity  ought  to  be  found  in  the  Castle 
of  Dublin.  The  person,  who  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Cooke,  to 
be  deposited  there,  assured  the  author,  that  he  well  knew 
the  country  so  depopulated,  which  covered  an  e.xteut  of 
thirteen  miles  by  eleven,  had  examined  the  list,  and  had 
every  reason  to  give  full  criedit  to  its  accuracy. 

*  Meiisrg.   0*Connor,  Eramelt,  and    M'Nevin — their  me- 
moir. 
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then  add :  "  We  solemnfy  aver,  that  whenever 
•^  the  Orange  system  was  introduced,  particular- 
'^  \y  in  Catholic  counties,  it  was  uniformly  ob- 
"  served,  that  the  numbers  of  United  Irishmen 
**  increased  most  astonishingly:  The  alarm, 
"  which  an  Orange  lodge  excited  amongst  the 
"  Catholics,  made  them  look  for  refuge,  b¥ 
"  joining  together  in  tlie  United  system  :  and  as 
^'  tlieir  number  was  always  greater,  than  that  of 
"  bigotted  Protestants,  our  harvest  was  tenfold. 
"  At  the  same  time  that  we  mention  this  circum- 
stance,  we  must  confess,  and  most  deeply  re- 
gret, that  it  excited  a  mutuar  acrimony,  and 
*'  vindictive  spirit,  which  was  peculiarly  oppo- 
*^  gite  to  the  interest,'  and  abhorrent  to  the  feel- 
"  ings  of  the  United  Irishmen.' 

The  great  encrease  of  the  Orange  Institution  Original 
took  place  in  the  year  1796.     Since  that  time  ^.*>**g*- 
It  has  been  invariably  countenanced  by  govern-  Oraoge- 
ment.     Fitting  then  it  is,  that  the  Orangemen 
should  be  made  known  by  their  fruits.*    Secrecy 

H  2  has 

*  It  may  not  be  kere  improper  to  notice,  that  this  intro- 
ductory disquisition  is  not  intended  to  be  a  regular  history  of 
the  Orange  societies,  since  their  institution  up  to  the  present 
hour:  but  its  object  is  to  prove,  that  these  unconstiMitional, 
and  most  dangerous  societies  liave,  from  their  cradle,  beeji^ 
used  as  the  mischievous  engines  for  thwarting  the  wishes,  and 
counteracting  the  pea^e  and  prosperity  of  Ireland :  and  coo- 
lequeotly,  thai  their  e:>^tence  is  if^comjuktible  wiib  tbt  je- 


men. 
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has  ever  been  the  soul  of  Orangism.     And  con- 
sidering the  nature  of  the  obhgation,  which  it 

appears 

curity  and  integrity  of  the  British  empire.  It  would  be  irre- 
jgulac  in  this  introduction  to  anticipate  the  detail  of  what  will 
form  a  part  of  the  history  we  have  in  hand.  In  order,  how- 
ever, to  keep  the  reader's  mind  alive  and  attentive  to  the  si« 
niilarity,  or  rather  identity  of  the  latter  and  first  fruits  of 
Orangism,  we  generally  refer  to,  without  detailing  the  extra- 
ordinary facts  contained  in  Mr.  Wilson's  Correspondence  and 
Narrative,  published  in  1806  and  180U,  by  Mr.  King,  of 
Westmoreland  street,  Dublin,  the  former  of  which  has  gone 
through  five  editions,  and  the  latter  two.  Be  it  not  forgotten, 
that  this  gentlemian  is  a  Protestant,  that  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  British  Parliament,  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Lord 
Eldon.  has  family, , con nectipns  with  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
and  was  a  magistrate  fosr  the  county  of  Tyrone.  They  terri- 
bly verify  all,  and  more  than  was  said  by  Lord  Gosford,  Mr, 
Grattan,  Mr.  Curran,  arid  other  patriotic  witnesses  to  truth 
in  their  country's,  cause.  It  it  impossible  to  read  them 
without  a  bleeding  heart  for  the  personal  sufferings  of  the 
writer,  without  sympathy  for  the  poor  outlawed  and  perse- 
cuted Catholics,  without  indignation  at  the  tyrannical  usurp- 
ation of  the  Orangenien,  and  without  disdainful  horror  6f 
their  abettors.  They  demonstrate  the  fostering  sympathies  of 
government  with  the  Orangemen,  and  the  most  abandoned 
co-operation  of  the  arm  of  power  in  feats  of  outrage.  Mr. 
Wilson  has  been  immolated  for  resisting  Orange  barbarity : 
but  the  suckling  would  see,  that  he  ha^  spoken  "nothing  but 
the  truth.  Had  he  slipt  into  the  shallowest  rut  of  falsity, 
the  arm  of  legal  rigour  would  long  since  have  reached  the 
man,  who  had  publicly  dared  to  charge  government  with 
oppression,  three  chancellors  with  dissimulation  and  in- 
justice, a  peer  with  falsehood,  nine  out  of  ten  brother  ma- 
gistrates with  corruption  and  tyranny,  and  Orange  juries  and 
witnesses  with  malicious  and  habitual  perjury.  Magna  est  vcri* 
ta^  df  prasvakhiu 
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appears  from  strong  evidence,  the  original 
Orangemen  first  entered  into,  no  wonder  they 
enveloped  their  mysteries  in  darkness,  and  often 
prevented  disclosure  by  blood.  The  frequency 
and  combination  of  sy^ematic  circumstances  at 
distant  times  and  places,  give  strength  to  conjec- 
ture and  report.  This  species  of  circumstantial 
and  combined  evidence  is  however  offered  only 
as  auxiliary  to  that,  which  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  historl-an  to  submit,  and  leave  to  the  judg- 
ment of  his  reader.*     It  has  been  asserted  by 

well 

•  In  matters  acrimoniously  contested  by  adverse  parties, 
the  bare  assertion  of  either  party  will  not  settle  the  point  at  is* 
sue.  But  there  arc  circumstances^  under  which  the  conces- 
sions of  one  party,  rather^'bearing  against  than  in  favour  of 
the  conceding  party,  approach  nearly  to  conclusion.  Messrs. 
O'Connor,  Emmet  and  M'Nevin  declare  in  their  memoir,  in 
disclosing  the  purport  of  the  most  important  meeting  of 
the  Irish  union,  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1796,  that 
"  they  considered  themselves  bound  to  give  an  account 
"  of  it  with  the  utmost  frankness,  and  more  than  ordinary 
"  precision/'  The  following  part  of  their  report  is  too  inte- 
resting  to  be  suppressed.  '*  The  provocation  of  the  year 
"  1794,  the  recall  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  and  the  reassump* 
tion  of  coercive  measures  that  followed  it,  were  strongly 
dwelled  on.  The  county  of  Armagh  had  been  long  deso- 
lated by  contending  factions,  agreeing  only  in  one  thing: 
an  opinion,  that  most  of  the  active  magistrates  in  that 
country  treated  one  party  with  the  most  fostering  kindness^ 
and  the  other  with  the  most  rigorous  persecution.  It  was 
stated,  that  so  marked  a  partiality  exasperated  the  suffer- 
'*  ers  and  those,  who  sympathized  in  their  misfortunes.      It 

was 


it 
*t 
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%vell  informed  (though  anonymous)  authors,  thdt 
the  original  obligation,  or  oath  of  Orangemen 
ivas  to  t!ie  following  effect :  /,  A.  B.  do  szvear, 
that  I  will  be  true  lo  king  and  government ;  and 
that  I  zvill  exterminate  the  Catholics  of  h^elandy 
as  far  as  in  my  power  lies.  The  frequency  and 
earnestness,  with  which  the  latter  part  of  the  oath 
has  been  acted  upon  by  Orangemen,  has  render- 
ed  the  charge  of  taking  it  too  credible.  It  has, 
however,  been  denied  and  disclaimed  by  several 
individuals  of  the  Orange  party.  Unless  Lord 
Clare  and  the  Secret  Committee,  which  acted 
under  his  direction  had  either  distinctly  known, 
or  had  good  groimds  for  believing,  that  the  oath 
of  extermination  had  been  usually  taken  by  the 
Orangemen,  they  would  have  hardly  questioned 
Mr.  O'Connor  in  1798,  whether  government  had 
anything  to  do  with  their  oath  of  extermination  ? 

Had 

**  was  urged  with  inflignatioi*,  that  notwithstancti ng  the 
'*  gr^atnesii  of  ihe  military  establishment  in  Ireland^  and 
"  its  having  been  able  to  suppress  tlie  Defenders  in  various 
*'  counties,  it  was  oot  able,  or  was  not  employed  to  suppress 
••  those  outrages  in  that  county,  which  drove  7000  persons 
**  fvoni  their  native  <lwellings.  The  magistrates,  who  took 
^  no  steps  against  the  Orangemen,  were  said  to  have  over- 
"  leaped  the  boundaries  of  the  law  to  pursue  and  punish  the 
*'  Defenders.  The  Government  seemed  to  take  upon  them- 
"  selves  these  injuries  by  the  indemnity  act^  and  even  ho- 
*'  noored  the  violator :  and  by  the  insurrection  act,  which 
«'  enabled  the  same  magistrates  if  they  cilice,  under  colour 
"of  law,  to  act  anew  the  same  abominations.'' 


Had  that  Committee  doubted  of  the  fact,  they 
would  have  asked  Mr.  O'Connor,  whether  the 
Orangemen  had  ever  administered  such  an  oath  ? 
The  more  so,  as  it  could  not  have  been  unknown 
to  the  Committee,  that  Mr.  O'Connor  had  in 
the  preceding  year  either  written,  or  received  the 
credit  of  writing  a  pamphlet  entitled  The  present 
state  of  Ireland y  in  which  that  form  of  the  Orange 
oath  of  extermination  was  given  as  authentic. 

The  Orangemen  had  done  their  work  in  Ar-  Ineflfci- 
magh  too  ihuch  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  rulers  ^"'  \^x^ 
to  be  disbanded,  reduced,  or  put  upon  half-pay.  magh. 
Some  sort   of  varnish  was  to  be  laid  over  the 
atrocity  of  their  deeds,  and  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment  was  passed  for  the  relief  of  the  injured 
Catholics  of  Armagh.     As  it  left  the  redress  to 
the   discretion  of  the   Grand   Jury,    composed 
chiefly  of  the  very   magistrates*    who  had   in- 
jured them,  it  gave,  as  was  to  be  expected,  but 
little  satisfaction  to  the  country.     Division  and 

exter- 

•  Som€  time  after  this  period  Mr.  GitJcr,  who  had  been 
convicted,  and  stifFered  six  months  imprisonment  for  corrup- 
tion and  perjury  in  his  office  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  \\\  favour- 
ing the  Orangemen  against  the  Catholics,  was  the  acting  Se- 
cretary of  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  Armagh  assizes.  On  that 
occasion  he  told  one  Blacker  a  principal,  sufferer,  wha  applied 
to  him  to  have  his  {)etitio'n  sent  up,  that  he  was  too  much  con- 
nected with  Belfa»l  ta  have  aw  tHing  done  for  hir».  Blacker 
Stained  n»  I'edrea^ . : 
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extermination  were  objects  too  near  the  hearts 
of  the  protecting  friends  of  the  Orangemen,  not 
to  retain  them  in  their  service,  as  long  as  they 
kept  those  objects  in  view.  As  the  Orangemen 
moved  out  of  Armagh,  they  not  only  carried 
with  them  their  native  spirit,  which  had  been  so 
powerfully  destructive  in  the  county,  that  gave 
it  birth,  but  they  were  every  where  preceded  by 
a  glowing  pillar  of  encouragement  and  remune- 
ration. Objects  of  their  persecution  encreased, 
as  they  extended  their  progress :  aod  the  chief 
difficulty  of  their  task- masters  has  ever  since 
been,  to  check  their  lust  for  outrage,  lest  it 
might  force  into  action  the  physical  power  of 
their  enemies,  and  invert  the  system  of  exter- 
mination. 

/ 
Firmness      Mr.  Coile  has  been  already  spoken  of,  as  the  \ 

^^^:      only  Catholic  of  Armagh,  who  had  the  firmness  \ 

Coile  in  •'    ,  . 

demand-  to  resist  and  make  a  stand  at  law  against  thedes- 
j"^*^®*    ,  perate  depredations  of  the  banditti.     He  did  it 

dress,  and  *  .       .        '^  .    . 

bringing  with  intrepidity  and  perseverance,  in  defiance  of 
the  f  conspiracies,  perjury,  and  the  dagger  of  the  as- 
of  the      sassin.     To   him  is   it  owins:,  that  the  secret  . 

♦If  O' 

Orange-  ^^^  ^^  obligation  of  the  Orangemen  came  to 
men.  light.  When  he  had  providentially  escaped  se-, 
veral  attempts  upon  his  life  in  Armagh,  he  set- 
tled himself  in  Dublin,  where  he  presented  a  pe- 
tition, setting  forth  all  his  sufferings  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.     His  Excellency  referred  it  to  Mr. 

Pelham 
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Pclham  (now  Earl  of  Chichester);  his  Secretary  :* 

and  he  referred  it  to  Mr.  Cooke,  an  Under-Se- 

cretar}%  who  was  generally  the  ostensible  organ 

of  the  ruling  men  in  power,  through  which  the 

operations  of  the  Orangeinen  were  generallyd  irect^ 

ed  and  managed.  He  was,  in  the  current  phrasCj 

a  faithful  servant  of  the  Castlef .     Mr.  Coilc  was 

I  admitted 

f  This  Mr.  Coolce  is  no  Irishman,  though  much  confided 
in  at  that  time  by  Mr.  r>eresford  and  Mr.  Foster,  and  used  by 
Lord  Clare  as  a  serviceable  tool  for  all  his  projects.     He  was 
the  writer  or  procurer  of  many  anonymous  pamphlets,  which 
it  was  the  policy  of  the  party  to  publish  from  time  to  time,  to 
promote  either  internal  division  or  external  union.     The  con- 
fidence, lucrative  situations,  and  active  employment  of  this 
gentleman,  under  the  abettors  of  that  party  up  to  the  present 
hour,  are  the  historical  proofs  of  their  sense  of  \\\%  fStility  and 
merit     The  sense,  which  other  persons  of  high  respectability 
entertained  of  them  was  rather  different.     When  Lord  Fitsi* 
william  commenced  his  short  administration  in  Ireland,  he  was 
about  to  remove  Mr.  Beresford  from  oifice;  of  which  measure^ 
so  fatal  to  the  triumvirate,  he  gives  the  following  account  in  his 
letter 'to  Lord  Carlisle.     •*  On  my  arrival  here,  1  found  all 
"  those  apprehensions  of  his  dangerous  power,  which  Mr. 
**  Pitt  admits  I  had  often  represepted  to  him,  were  fully  justi- 
''  fied  ;  when  he  was  filling  a  situation  greater^  than  that  of 
"  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  and  when  I  clearly  saw,  that  if  I  had 
**  cpnnecte<1jnyself  with  bim,  it  would  have  been  connecting 
myself  with  a  person  under  universal  heavy  suspicions  and 
subjecting  my  government  to  all  the  opprobrium  and  un- 
*^  popularity  attendant  upon  his  maUadministration.     What 
<'  was  then  lo  be  my  choice ;  what  the  decision  I  had  to 
«'.  form  ?     I  could  not  hesitate  a  moment.     I  decided  at  once 
i'  net  to  cloud  the  dawn  of  my  administration,  by  leaving  ii> 

*'  such 
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admittcil  to  several  Interviews  with  Mr.  Cooke, 
at  some  of  which  the  Attorney  General  assisted. 
Mr.  Cooke  affected  to  express  astonishment  and 
indignation  at  the  information  he  then  received 
of  the  Orangemen's  oath  of  extermination.  He 
was  assured,  that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  as-^ 
certain  the  fact,  by  exan>inhig  on  oath  one  Ber- 
nard Cusli,  of  the  5th  Dragoons,  tiien  quartered 
at  Carlow,  who  had  been  induced,  with  others, 
to  conspire  agamst  Mr.  Coile's  life :  but  who, 
touched  with  remorse,  bad  disclosed  the  whole 
matter  to  a  magistrate.  He  was  sent  for  by  Go- 
vernment, and  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Cooke, 
deposed  upon  oath,  as  he  had  before  the  country 
magistrate,  not  only,  that  such  was  the  form  of 
the  Oratigeman's  oath,  which  was  tendered  to 
him,  and  which  he  refused  to  swear,  but  which 
five  others  concerned  in  the  conspiracy  had  actu- 
ally subscribed  to  in  his  presence^    Mr.  Cooke, 

after 

*'  such  power  and  authority  so  much  imputed  malTeraation/' 
Lord  Fiuwilliam  began  his  government  by  removing  two 
clerks  from  office,  placed  in  a  situation  of  confidence^  but 
perfectly  sobordinate,  and  of  no  ostensibility.  Neither  his 
Excellency,  nor  his  chief  Secretary,  with  whom  they  were 
in  hourly  intercourse,  felt  inclined  to  repose  confidence  in 
them.  One  of  these  was  Mr.  Cooke,  of  whom  bis  Lordship 
thus  writes  to  Lord  Carlisle*  "  Mr.  Cooke  indeed,  whose 
f'  tone  and  style  rendered  his  approach  to  a  superior  not  to  be 
"  supported,  rejects  my  proposals  in  his  favor,  and  thinks  a 
"  retreat  upon  .12001.  a  year  an  inadequate  recompence  for 
^'  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  his  services.'' 


■    '  * 
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afler  liavihg  taken  the  depositions  of  Cush, 
pledged  himself  to  Mr.  CoHe,  that  Gowmmeilt 
wonLd  immediately  have  the  conspirators  ippre- 
hended  and  prosecuted,  indemnify  him  for  all 
his  losses,  and  reward  him  moreover  for  his  very 
proper  conduct  in  the  whole  of  the  affair.  The 
conspirators  were  not  apprehended  :  Mk.  Coile's 
losses  were  not  made  good  to  him ;  he  was  not 
rewarded ;  but  continued  to  be  aa  object  of  pef- 
seeutton  as  much  at  Dublin,  as  he  had  been  ih 
Armagli.  Whea  at  another  time  he  remonstra- 
ted with  Mn  Cooke  upon  the  impropriety  df 
Government  having  discharged  Trimble,  the 
notorious,  murdeiier  of  several  Catholics  in  Ai*- 
magh,  Mr.  Cooke  declared,  diat  Government 
had  been  greatly  imposed  upon  by  the  magi^r* 
trates  of  Armagh ;  that  TrimUe  was  then  oh 
board  a  transport  off  Cork,  and  Mr.  Under- 
Secrdtaiy  pledged  his  honor,  that  he  ailiould  be 
brought  on  shore  and  punished^  It  ended  ih 
promise. 

• 

It  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  throw  all  tlie  day-  Further 
light  we  can  collect  upon  the  mysterious  secrecy  P"^^  ^'^ 
of  Orangism.     Wc  rarely  conceal  what  we  blush  of^extcr- 
not  to  reveal.     It  will  rest  in  the  breast  of  the  mination. 
impartial  reader  what  weight  he  gives  to  Mr. 
0*Connor's  answer  to  the  Secret  Committee  of 
the  Commons,  on  the   16th  of  August,  17^8, 
when  the  following  presumptive  interrogatory 

I  2  put 
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Was  put  to  him;  aaitis  reported  in  Mr.  O'Con* 

por'e  aiul  his  associates  Memoin* 

.    **  Committee.     Government  had  nothing  to 

,".  cjo  W:itb  the  Oxange  system^  nor  their  cxter^ 

f^'Uiinationi". 


.  •••^' 


Tpstimor?  ^^  O'Cimtwr.  You,  my  Lord  Castlereagb, 
ny  of  Mr.  <<  .fj.Q„j  the  Station  yoa  fill,  must  be  sensible^ 
nor.  -'*  that  the  Executive  of  any  country  has  it  in 
'^f  ito  |)o.\\'er  to  collect  a  vast  mass  of  informa- 
.^^  tion :;:.and  youjimst  know  fiom  the  secret  na* 
\\^  tare:  and  the  zeal  -of  the  Union,  that  its  Exe- 
'  1'  cutive.nVuSt liaye.  the mo^t minute  information 
-V  jof  eveiyiAct  of  the  Irish  Government  As 
^^f  one  .of  ithe  Exetutive,  it  came  to  myknow- 
*1^  ledger  1  that  considerably  sums  of  money  were 
i^'  expended  througliiout  the  nation,  in  endear 

•  •  vo'aring  to  extend '  the  Orange  system,  and 
.?■  that  the  oath  of  ext)sTm%nation  noiSLs  .adviiim%- 
xV'  tered.    'When  these  facts  are   coupled,  not 

•  *  only  with  general  impunity,  which  has  beeh 
"  uniformly  extended  towards  the  acts  of  thisi 
^?  infernal  association,  but  the  marked  eneou-^ 

•  *  ragement  its   members    have   received   from 
.!,            *- Government,  I.find  it  impossible  to  exculpate 

"the  Government  from  being  the  parent  ajid 
"  protector  of  these  sworn  extirpators.'^ 

Further        Were  the  object  of  our  present  researdi,  to 
evidence,  ascertain  the  rise^  progress,  and  feats  of  a  fac- 
tion 

f  Mem.  55.  published  by  P.  Robinson,  London^  ^•P2. 
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tiou  or  society,  (however  useful  or  nuschicvous 
to  the  country)  that  existed  no  more,  much  de- 
tail of  evidence  might  be  spared :  much  obser- 
vation avoided ;    many    inferences   suppressed. 
But  the  Society  of  Oraugemen  still  subsists  in 
tlie  lustful  enjoyment  of  its  primeval  spirit:  it 
is  rendered  less  objectionable  by  more  plausible .    ,. 
and  ambiguous  tests,  and  is  strengthened   by 
new  rules  and  regulations  artfully  adapted   to 
tascinate  the  vulgar  into  a  blind  obedience  to  the 
.ino9t  sanguinary  commands.   Fas  est  &;  ab  haste 
daceri. — When  Mr.  O'Connor  was  examined  Tjy 
the   Secret  Committee,  be   declared,  that    the 
Union  saw  with  sorrow,. that  the  cruelties  practi^ 
ed  by  the  Irish  Government  had  raised  a  dreadful 
spirit  of  revenge  in  the  hearts  6i  the  people :  and 
that  they  saw  witliJiorror,^^  that;  to  nusvver- their 
.immediate  views,  the  Irbb  Go%'erdment  had  re- 
newed their  old  religious  feuds.)    **  But,"  said 
lie,  \^  those,  who  liad  monopolized  the  whole 
.•'  political  power,  of  tiie  Constitutiou,  finding, 
♦^  that  they  stood  in  need  of  some  of  the  popu- 
•*  latioi),  and  from  their  monopoly,  so  directly 
^*  opposite  to  the  interest  of  all  classes  of  the    ^ 
.-'  Irish  nation,  they  could  not. hope  for  the  sup- 
.  ^^  port  of  any  (be  tlieir  religion  what  itmight) 
^*  ori  the  score  of  politics,  except  those  in  thte 
*^  pay  of  Govcrtimcrit.     Finding  how  necessary 
"it  was  to  have  some  part  of  tjhq  po|>ulati6n  qp 
J  ^^tlieif  si(i^,  they  liad  recQur»se  to  the  old  veligi- 
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*'  ous  feuds,  aad  set  an  organization  of  Protes- 
**  tants^  whose  fanaticism  would  not  permit 
"  tliem  to  see  they  were  enlisted  under  the  ban- 
nej-s  of  religion,  to  fight  for  political  usurpa- 
tion, which  they  abhorred." 


€1 


Impunity      Whatever  may  be  asserted  by  the  Orangemen 
and  pro-  ^ J  their  abettors^  of  their  own   impartiality^ 
Orange-   aiid  of  th ft t  of  Government,  certain  it  is,  that 
"*®"-        notvvlthstanding  the  duration  and  extent  of  the 
outrages  committed  during  the  preceding   12 
months  by  the  Orangemen  in  Armagh,  and  the 
adjoining  counties,  no  statute  proclamation  or 
resolution  of  a  public  body  either  specified  or 
punished  their  offences :  no  perpetrator  of  the 
peculiar  crimes  of  papering,  racking  and  exter- 
minating liad  beetl  punished  :  not  a  single  Ma- 
o  ^strate  had  been  stricken  out  of  the  commission, 

(except  Mr.  Greer,  who  was  restored  to  it)  al- 
though numbers  of  them  wene*  known  to  have 

connived 

^  In  debating  upon  the  Liberty  of  the  I^s  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  1708,  Mr.  Vandeleur  spoke  of  the  Orange- 
inen  of  Armiagh  in  this  extraordinary  manner : — **  Me  was 
**  «steiiished>  they  shonid  be  utiil  co/ontenanced  and  sapported 
<*  i^  Miniftitfs,  though  the  ftr&i  Lacnr  Officer  of  the  CroWn 
'^  beW  their  excesses,  and  the  conduct  of  thotie  Magistrates^, 
**  wbQ  countenanced  them  so  much  In  hatred,  that  he  de-^ 
<'  clared,  could  he  haTC  found  other  men  of  sufficient  ley- 
^'  ^&y  in  the  eouhty  to  fill  their  places,  he  would  have  re* 
'^  t^f^iei  efery  one  of  them  from  t^  Magi^ilracy/'    Will 

posterity 
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connived  at  und  encouraged  those  outrages  :  and 
several  of  them  were  rewarded  with  commands 
in  the  Yeomanry  Corps,  and  otherwise  favoured 
by  Government. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,   that  the  atrocious  Oraag- 
spirit  of  Omngism  confined  itself  merely  to  tliej^gadst 
county  of  Armagh.     It  met  with  too  much  en-*  theneigl 
couragement  elsewhere  from  persons,  whose  in-^  coumw. 
fluence  might,  as  it  ought,  to  have  repressed  its 
progress.     In  the  adjoining  counties  of  Tyrone, 
Antrim^  and  Down  the  Catholics  were  hunted 
from   their  dwellings,    their  chapels  razed  or 
burnt,  and  their  property  was  plundered  or  de- 
stroyed with  impunity.     Two  brothers,    indus- 
trious   tenants  of  Lord    Hertford,    Catholics, 
by  name  Brapgan,  were  burnt  with  their  wliole 
family,    consisting  of  eight  persons,   and   tha^ 
house  and  furniture,  whilst  the  savage  Oraage* 
men  encircled    the  flames  to  prevent   escape* 
Lord  Hertford  was  then  in  Lisburne.     Iqstaut 
investigation  jind  exemplary  rigor  were  threatr 
ened.     No  punishment  ensued.     It  is  to  be  la- 
mented, that  the  Orange  system  was  so  zea- 
lously encouraged  from  the  pulpit.    The  Rev. 

S.  Cupples, 

posterity  credit^  tfaat  the  man,  who  in  opea  Semite,  dared  to 
^vow  those  sentiments,  was  the  person,  who  re^ttored  Mr. 
Greer  to  the  Commis^n  of  the  peace,  after  his  convic- 
tion  > 
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S.  Cupples,  of  Lisburne,  and  Philip  Johnson,* 
of   Derriaghy,      were   prominently    zealous  in 

evan- 

•  Beauties  of  the  Press.  Lond.  Ed.  1800.  357.  It  is  well 
known,  tbat  the  Press  newspaper  was  not  put  down  for  pub- 
Hshing  falsehood,  but  too  strong  truths. 

That  letter  to  the  Rev.  Philip  Johnson  from  a  Prcsbyte- 
rian  of  Castlercagh  contains  several  instances   of  the  Der- 
riaghy Orangemen  outraging  Presbyterians  and  others  for 
befriending  the   persecuted   Cajtbblics.      Amongst  the  cle* 
rical  evangel  izers  of  Orangism  at  that  time  stood  conspico* 
ously  forward    the   Rev,   Dr.   Cleland,  Rector  of  Newton 
AVdes.    He  had  been  private  tutor  to  Lord  Castlereagh^  and 
was  brought  up  a  Presbyterian.    Promises  of  promotion  are 
said  to  have  worked  powerfully  towards  his  conversion.     He 
never  stood  very  high  in  theological  learning :  insomuch  that 
be  procured  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dickson  a  Dissenting  Minister  to  write 
for  him  the  thesis,  upon  which  he  was  ordained  by  the  Bishop 
of  Dromore.     He   now  lives  in  Armagh,  and   about  1804^ 
was  inducted  into  the  valuable  living  of  Killevy,  the  tithes  of 
wUch  he  has  cotitrived  to  raise  from  5001.  to  )500L  per  an- 
num.     He  has  been  known  at  one  Session  at  Market-hill  to 
have  had  above  lOO  processes  against  hi^  parishioners.     He  is 
considered  to  have  contributed  not  lightly  to  that  soreness  and 
discontent,  which  produced  the  following  recent  resolution. 
•*  We,  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  assenibled 
"  at  Lent  Assizes,  IdOS,  see  with  much  concern  the  exorbt- 
'*  tant  demands  made  by  some  of  the  clergy  and  their  proc- 
*'  tors  in  certain  parishes  in  this  county  in  collecting  of  tithe, 
*'  to  the  very  great  oppression  of  their  parishioners,  and  tend- 
«*  Tng  at  this  time  in  particular  to  detach  the  minds  of  his  Ma- 
"  jesty's  subjects  from  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
'*  happy  constitution  of  this  country.     Resolved^  That  our 
«*  representatives  be  instruct^  to  further  with  their  decided 
*'  support  any  measure,  that  may  be  brought  forward  in  the 

"  In?peri^ 
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evangelizing  tlie  new  code..  Deputations  were 
sent  from  Armagh,  to  inoculate  the  new  lodges 
with  the  genuine  matter :  and  the  eruption  was 
exuberant.  Besides  encouraging  his  Orange  pa- 
rishioners in  their  orgies,  this  latter  reverend 
gentleman  attacked  the  house  of  Mr.  James 
Cochran,  a  Scotch  Presbyterian,  a  man  of  most 
respectable  character  and  exemplary  industr}^  at 
the  unguarded  hour  of  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  hurried  him  to  Carrickfergus ,  goal, 
where  he  languished  12  months,  without  even 
the  remotest  appearance  of  crime,  merely .  be- 
cause he  Judged  him  a  Jriend  to  the  Catholics, 

Much  misrepresenta^tiou  has  been  industriously  why  50 
set  afloat  concc*rning  the   Orangemen    of  the  many 
North.     It  was  the  wish  of  the  party,  that  the  ^'^^^ ^ 
Presbyierifins  should  be  considered  as  forward  in  Orangt- 
promotmg  that  institution,  as  the   Protestants 
of  the  Established  Church.     Sir  Richard  Mus- 
grave  says,  (p.  I94)   **  that  in  the  counties  of 
"  Fermanagh,    Tyrone,    Derry,    and  Armagl^ 
"  there  were  14,000  Yeomen,  and  mo?t  of  them 
"  Orangemen  :  and  much  to  the  honour  of  the 
Presbyterians  three-fourths  of  them  were  of 
that  order.     In  Tyrone  there  were  abqut  5000 

K  ^*  Yeomep, 

"  Imperial  Parliament  for  modifying  and  placing  in  some 
^  more  equiuUe  mode  the  payment  of  the  cler^  in  this 

•'  gouD^y." 

Signed  by  23  Grand  Jurymen. 
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'*  Yeomen,  the  majority  of  whom  werePiesby- 
"  terians,  and  there  were  about  4,200  Orange- 
*'  men  among  them."  He  has  greatly  exagge- 
rated tlie  proportionate  number  of  Presbyterian 
Orangemen.  It  is  unquestionable,  that  the  Pres- 
byterians generally  abhorred  the  principles  of 
the  Orangemen:  but  it  is  also  certain,  that 
many  of  them  were  sworn  into  their  societies. 
They  were  however  chiefly  of  the  lower  orders, 
who  depended  for  their  subsistence  upon  their 
,  landlords.  Several  persons  of  great  landed  in- 
terest in  those  parts  insisted  upon  their  Protes- 
tant tenants  and  labourers  bccomins:  Yeomen  and 
Orangemen.  Such  were  the  Marquis  of  Hert- 
ford, Marquisof  Abercorn,  Lord  Northland,  the 
Earl  of  Londonderry,  Mr.  Cope,  Messrs.  Brown- 
low  and  Richrfrdson,  members  for  the  cpunty 
of  Armagh,  and  other  possessors  of  great  landed 
estates  in  Ulster^  It  is  remarkable,  that  tlie 
parish  of  Carmoney,  in  the  county  of  Antrim, 
near  Belfast,  is  inhabited  by  above  15,000  Pres- 
byterians not  immediately  under  such  controul, 
and  not  an  Orangeman  was  ever  known  amongst 
ihem.  Few,  if  any  Presbyterians  of  independ- 
ence entered  their  societies.  When  the  Catho- 
lics were,  first  expelled  from  Armagh,  many  o^ 
them  fled  for  protection  and  support  to  Belfast, 
where  the  Preisbyterians  made  a  stock-purse,  and 
by  weekly  allowances,,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
bers of  the  exterminated  families,  supported  them 

till 
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till  they  could  procure  work  or  settlement. 
Many  of  them  were  enahle<l  to  pass  over  to 
Scotland,  and  were  encouraged  to  settle  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glasgow  and  Paiscly.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  that  colony  of  Irish  in  that 
part  of  Scotland,  which  at  this  time  is  com- 
puted to  amount  nearly  to  20,000.  The  thriv- 
ing state  of  the  manufactures  in  the  west  of 
Scotland  ensured  constant  employ  to  the  indus- 
trious, and  the  oppression  and  }>ersecution  at 
home  have  caused  an  unceasing  emigration  of 
useful  hands  from  Ireland  to  Scotland. 

When  in  the  Autumn  of  1796,  Mr.  Pelham  Mr.  Pel- 
had  boasted   in  Parliament,    that   Government  *^»™'» 
since  the  la^t  Session  had  been  exculpated  by  the  the  Yigi- 
Magistrates  of  Armagh,  and    that  every  effort  J^"^®  ^f 
was  making  there  to  restore  that  order,  which  ment. 
was  approaching  every  day;   Mr.  G rattan  not 
ineptly  replied,  that  the  persecution  had  been 
complained   of  for  years,  and   the  application 
of  tlie  remedy  was   spoken   of  only   as  from 
the  last  Session.     He  further  added,  that  **  the 
"  audacity  of  the  mob  arose  from  a  confidence 
"  in   the  connivance   of  Government.     Under 
"  an  administration  sent  thither  to  defeat  a  Ca* 
^'  thdic  bill,  a  Protestant  mob  very  naturally 
conceived  itself  a  part  of  the  State,  and  exer- 
cised the  power  of  life  and  death  and  trans- 
pojri^on  aud  murder  and  rape  with  triumph ; 

K  2  •*  and 
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**  and  with  the  seeming  sympathy  with  Jblie 
^'  Court  religion,  the  Magistrates  retired  from 
*'  the  scene  of  action."  As  a  General  Election 
was  then  approaching,  an  invitation  was  sent 
from  the  City  of  Armagh,  (Sir  Richard  Mus- 
grave  says,*  it  belonged  to  the  Priviate)  to 
Mr.  Pelham  and  Dr.  Duigenan  to  offer  them- 
selves candidates  for  that  City  in  the  ensu- 
ing Parliament :  a  circumstance,  which  riveted 
in  the  minds  of  the  mass  of  the  people  the  firmest 
conviction,  that  the  impunity  of  those  fanatic 
exterminators  of  Armagh  was  the  immediate  ef- 
fect of  their  favor  at  the  source  of  civil  and  ec- 
clesiastical power. 

Scarcely 

f  Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  in  his  Strictures  upon  the  Risto- 
rical  Review  (p.  15iJ.)  has  gravely  said,  "  Dr.  Duigenan  was, 
'*  I  believe,  an  avowed  friend  to  the  Orangemen,  as  was 
*'  every  loyal  man  in  Ireland."  Par  nokilefratrum  !  "  Will 
**  anynian,  who  knows  Dr.  Duigenan,  suppose  him  capable 
.•'  of  supporting  or  favouring  a  Society  swoni  to  exterminate 
**  all  the  Catholics  of  Ireland."  In  the  same  page,  that  sa* 
pient  panegyrist  of  Orangemen  and  of  Dr.  Patrick  Duigenan, 
assures  his  readers,  "  that  outrages  were  committed  by  tl^e 
•'  lower  orders  oF  Orangemen  I  do  not  deny,  but  they  were 
*'  excesses  of  mistaken  zeal,  or  retaliation  upon  the  rebel 
'*'  party,  for  which,  after  the  rebellion  was  put  doturiy  (risum 
•*  tencatis)  the  perpetrators  were  prosecuted  by  Government, 
•'  and  many  of  them  were  convicted  and  punished."  Was 
the  malign  imbecility  even  of  Sii*  Richard  Musgrave  to  be  in- 
formed, that  Lord  Corn wal lis  was  deputed  by  Mr.  Pitt  to 
check,  as  Lord  Cambden  had  been  to  stimulate  the  ferocity  of 
.the  Orangemen,  foe  one  and  the  same  purpose — Legisfativ^ 
fJmon  f 
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Scarcely  had   the  Orangemen  been  brought  Orange- 

into  orgfanization,  than  they  were  taken  into  the  men  P*"** 

^  "^  by  Go- 

pay  of  Government.     Although  the  exility  ofvem- 

their  first  wages  did  not  satisfy  their  expecta-  ^^^^ 
tions,  yet  it  was  an  earnest  of  encreasing  emolu* 
ment,  and  an  unequivocal  test  of  the  highest 
approbation.  No  wonder*  then,  that  the  Orange- 
men persisted  so  long  in  their  habits  of  outrage, 
and  »o  confidently  identified  themselves  with 
Government.  In  the  Spring  of  17i)6,  a  large 
number  of  ddtgates  from  the  Orangemen  met 
in  the  town  of  Armagh,i  and  entered  into  several 
reso<utions,  which  they  published  in  print.  One 
of  them  purported  to  be  a  recommendation  to 
the  gentlemen  of  fortune  to  open  a  subscription, 
declaring,  that  the  two  guineas  per  man  allowed 

them 

*  In  the  Spring  of  1790,  three  Orangemen  rolantarily 
made  oath  before  a  magistrate  of  Down  and  Armagh,  that  the 
Orangemen  frequently  met  in  Committees,  amongst  whom 
were  some  Members  of  Parliament,  who  gave  them  money> 
and  promised  they  should  not  suffer  for  any  act  they  might 
commit,  and  pledged  themselves,  they  should  be  provided  for 
under  the  auspices  of  Government  This  Magistrate  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  enquiring  of  him,  how  he  should 
act  in  those  critical  times:  that  hitherto  he  had  preserved 
peace  on  his  large  estate,  but  wished  to  know,  how 'he  should 
^ct  in  future :  that  if  it  were  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
the  present  system  for  him  to  connive  at  or  encourage  the 
Orangemen  in  their  depredations,  he  said,  as  a  man,  h^knew 
his  duty :  if  it  were  not  necessary,  he  hoped  the  Magistrates 
of  tihe  county  at  large  would  be  made  responsible,  and  be  com* 
pelled  to  act  against  these  depredators. 
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than  b]/  Govenment^  was  not  sufficient  to  pur- 
chase clothes  and  accoutrements.  In  the  ensuing 
Autumn,  Government  fpund  aa  opportunity  of 
|)rovi(liug  tor  these  Orangemen  in  the  armed 
corps  of  Yeomanry,  wliich  they  then  gi*eatly 
tncouraged.  The  Orangemen  greedily  enHsted  ; 
and  thus  w^s  government  enabled  to  arm,  and 
keep  in  pay  these  sworn  Orangemen  for  all  their 
original  purposes,  without  being  open  to  the  un- 
g-racious  charge  of  hiring  and  maintaining  a  body 
of  sworn  exterminators.  * 

Orange-       jj^g  easier  enlistment  of  the   Orangemen   in 

men  ea-  ^      ^  .  ,        •   ,    |.    i  i  i  • 

gerlyen-  these  corps,  IS  an  evidential  link  totnecombi- 
terthe  nation  of  engrafting  Protestant  ascendancy y 
ry  corps,  upon  religious  disunion,  and  Catholic  depres- 
and  why.  gj^^^  jj^^  Catholics  not  being  generally  ad- 
mitted into  the  Yeomanry  corps,  resented  fhe 
rejection  as  an  invidious  distinction,  tending  to 
question  their  loyalty  and  sincerity  in  their 
country's  cause.  They  applied  to  Mr.  Pelham 
for  leave  to  raise  a  Catholic  corps  of  Yeomanry : 
they  were  told,  that  they  might  enter  into  the 
corps  then  raising  by  their  Protestant  country- 
men. The  shyness  and  reluctance  experienced 
by  the  few,  \yho  first  offered  their  services,  de- 
terred pthers  from  coming  forward,  Tlie  seve- 
ral Yeomanry  corps  (except  that  of  the  Law- 
yers) having  been  thus  composed  of  the  most 
active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Society  of 

Orange- 
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Orangemen,  it  would  be  rediindatit  to  attempt  a 
detail  of  the  spirit  and  principles  oi  their  ac- 
tion. \\\  them  had  Government  concentrated 
the  pliysical  fv)rce  of  tlie  Society  of  Orangemen  : 
and  from  them,  as  they  were  then  constituted, 
did  it  look  to  an  exuberant  harvest  of  pliancy  to 
all  its  various  projects,  from  internal  disunion 
to  external  union.  In  lieu  of  secretly  hiring 
a  self-constituted  band  of  depredators,  they  now 
had  in  regular  pay  and  command,  the  same  in- 
struments of  their  designs,  under  the  advantage 
of  being  armed,  trained  and  disciplined,  and 
bearing  the  honorable  distinction  of  the  patriotic 
Defenders  of  their  country.  The  ascendancy 
party  greedily  adopted  the  arming  of  that  part 
of  the  population,  on  whose  co-operation  iu 
their  own  views  they  could  implicitly  rely ;  and 
as  determinately  resisted  its  extension,  because 
BO  other  armed  bodies  could  be  raised  without 
lesortingto  the  great  body  of  the  people,  which 
it  was  the  system  to  keep  unarmed  and  depressed* 
The  persons  then  exercising  the  plenary  poweis 
of  the  State  feated,  lest  arms  put  into  the  hands 
of  others,  than  their  own  hirelings,  should  re- 
vive the  spirit  of  the  Irish  Volunteers,  who  only 
laid  down  their  arms,  when  their  country  had 
acquired  a  free  constitution.  After  the  French 
had  been  driven  off  Bantry  by  adverse  winds, 
Su*  Laurence  Parsons  moved  an  augmentation  of 

the 
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the  Yeomanry  corps  to  50,000*  men :  but  was 
strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  Pelham,  Lord  Cifs- 
tlereagh,  and  Mr.  Beresford,  who  spoke  jrom 
authority^  alleging,  that  it  would  be  a  most 
mischievous  and  dangerous  measure.  In  fact, 
all  the  Orangemen  capable  of  service,  having 
enlisted  in  some  of  the  Yeomany  corps,    the 

party 

< 
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♦  Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  in  his  Strictures,  (p.  165)  says^ 
From  the  report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Irish  House, 
in  1797,  that  the  first  estimate  laid  before  Parliament  for 
20,000  men,  was  filled  up  immediately.  In  the  course  of 
six  months,  al)ove  37,000  were  arrayed,  and  daring  the  re* 
bellioni^  the  Yeomanry  far  exceeded  50,000,  and  might  have 
been  encreased  to  d  much  greater  extent.  His  correctness  as 
to  numbers,  cannot  always  be  relied  upon.  In  his  same  work, 
(p.  168)  findinj^  fault  with  the  author  of  the  Historical  Re- 
view»  for  having  asserted,  that  "  little  reliance  was  to  be 
**  placed  on  the  official  accounts  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
*'  missing  in  the  several  engagements  and  rencountres,''  he 
assures  his  readers,  upon  the  authority  of  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant  General,  as  he  says,  that  the  whole  of  the  troops  of 
the  line  and  militia,  who  were  killed,  or  who  died  during  the 
year  1798,  amounted  only  to  1366  men.  In  these  he  may 
.  not  have  reckoned  the  Ancient  Britons,  whose  losses  alone 
would  have  amounted  to  the  greater  part  of  that  dwindled  re« 
turn.  Certain  however  it  is,  that  such  anxiety  was  there  in 
the  Government  to  keep  their  losses  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
public^  that  a  reward  was  given  of  61.  to  any  military  person, 
who  should  prove  to  his  commanding  officer,  that  a  fellow- 
soldier  had  published  or  acknowledged  before  any  one,  not  of 
his  own  corps,  the  death  of  a  military  person  killed  by  the 
rebels. 
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party  did  not  cliuise  to  put  arms  into  the  hands 
of  others,  who  were  not  tied  by  the  unconsti- 
tutional oaths  of  secrecy  to  the  support  of  the 
Protestant  ascendancy.  All  the  atrocities  there- 
fore of  the  Yeomen  cannot  strictly  be  laid  to 
the  account  of  the  Orange  Society,  as  a  body ; 
for  every  Yeoman  was  not  an  Orangeman :  by 
far  the  greatest  part  and  the  most  mischievous 
of  them  were  so,  and  the  fostering  arm  of  pro- 
tection in  their  foulest  deeds,  was  as  visible  to 
the  Irish  people  in  their  sufteringSj  as  was  the 
monitory  hand  on  the  wall  to  the  Babylonian 
Monarch  in  his  revelry. 

Little  remarkable  happened   during   the   re-  Orange 
maining  part  of  the  year  1796,  or  the  greater  ^"*^*^*®* 
part  of  the  year  1797,  that  called  the  Society  of  nj^jj^ 
Orangemen  as  a  body  into  action.     It  would  ex- 
ceed the  scope  of  this  Introduction  to  detail  mi- 
nutely all  the  outrages  known  to  have  been  com- 
mitted in  various  parts  by  Orangemen.     Even 
Sir  Richard  Musgrave's  audacity  has  not  ven-. 
tured  to  assert,  they  had  ever  been  repressed  or 
punished  by  Government,  until  after  the  rebellion 
had  been  put  down,  when  the  perpetrators  were 
prosecuted  by  Government^    and  some  of  them 
were  convicted  and  punished.     When  a  single  in- 
stance is  submitted  to  the  reader  for  illustration, 
it  is  not  to  he  considered  as  a  solitary  case.     The 
county  of  Westmeath,  in  the  Winter  of  1797, 

L  found 
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found  itself  in  a  litate  of  great(;:r  tranquillity, 
than  it  had  for  the  two  preceding  years.  When, 
however,  in  the  beginning  of  1708,  the  Orange 
system  was  introduced  w  ith  the  Yeomanry,  th^ 
case  was  reversed.  In  the  bcgininng  of  May, 
1798,  a  certain  lieutenant  of  Yeomanry  (after- 
wards cashiered  for  various  peculations),  an 
Orangeman,  marched  hi^  corps,  and  surrounded 
the  hous^  of  a  farmer  Duffy,  in  which  his  bro- 
ther, who  was  the  parish  Priest,  also  dwelt :  he 
entered  and  ransacked  the  house,  taking  out  of 
it  every  tiling  valuable,  particularly  a  sum  of 
money  he  found  in  the  Priest's  bureau ;  and  then 
set  lire  to  it  upon  pretext  of  having  discovered 
arms,  by  producing  two  poles,  which  farmer 
Du%  had  for  several  years  used  in  an  eel  fishery. 
This  wanton  act  of  atrocity  condensed  the  whole 
of  th^  lowpr  orders,  and  worked  them  into  a  de- 
temiination  to  seek  their  own  revenge,  as  the  law 
was  shut  against  them.  A  body  of  nearly  3000 
of  them  entered  the  town  of  Kilbeggan,  which 
contained  but  a  small  garrison.  Thirty-six  of 
them,  by  forming  into  a  square,  and  keeping 
up  a'>liarp  and  well-directed  fire,  cleared  the 
town,,  and  djspersed  the  insurgents.  They  were 
afterwards  pursued  by  a  troop  of  the  7th  dra- 
goons, who  had  entered  the  town  after  their 
repulse,  and  nearly  300  of  them  were  put  to  the 
swQi:d.  The  town  had  been  quiet  for  some 
hours,  w^hen  six  Orangemen  (privates),  without 

orders. 


orders,  set  off  in  the  afternoon,  and  took  with 
them  two  lads,  of  the  name  of  Marshall,  and 
marched  them  some  paces  from  their  father's 
house  up  to  one  Greham's,  from  whom  they 
also  brought  away  his  two  sons,  who  were  young 
men.  Then,  in  the  presence  of  their  respective 
parents  and  femilies,  they  ordered  the  four  to 
kneel  down,  and  instantly  murdered  them  lit 
the  most  barbarous  manner.  The  following 
(lay,  another  party  of  Orangemen,  of  the  same 
description,  and  equally  unauthorized,  set  out 
with  a  proscribect  Hst  of  their  own  fabrication, 
according  to  each  man's  private  resentment  or 
humour,  and  calling  out  the  wretched  Victims, 
shot  and  bayoneted  seven  persons  of  the  town, 
amongst  whom  was  the  very  man,  who,  at  the 
risk  of  his  life,  had  on  the  preceding  day  stolen 
into  Kilbeggan,  and  by  apprizing  the  small  gar- 
rison of  the  intended  attack,  had  been  the  sa- 
viour of  them  all.* 

X-  2  The 

"^  The  times  were  then  too  turbulent  to  attetnpt  kgal  re* 
dress.    Tet,  in   the  Spring  of  the  next  year,  1799>  9fi  bo-  > 
norable  Baronet,  who  had  himself  witnessed  these  alrocioiie' 
deeds  of  blood,  supported  Marshall  in  a  prosecution  for  the 
loss  of  his  two  sons.    The  informations  end  biUs  of  indict- 
ment  were  sent  up  to  the  Graml/jsry.    Several  gentlemen  of 
fortune  and  respectability  proffed  the  iftcts,  and  an  Omnge 
Grand  Jury  ignored  tbt  biHls.    The  saoie  Grand  Jary  in  1^   . 
manner  returned  ignoramus  to  the  bills  against  the  execoffoneriji 
of  the  proscribed  list.    Thus  was  it,  that  tfai  pHtpMm&n  ^f 
Orange  atrocities  were  convicted  andpuM^iti  (Jlftimtt0^fiMi^^^ 
tuas put  down*  .'".;■   •.  .  •' 
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Orange- 
men en- 
creased 
and 

dreaded 
by  the 
people. 


The  party,  in  which  the  political  power  of 
the  country  had  concentered,  now  became  more 
than  ever  sensible,  that  by  the  union  only  of 
their  opponents,  could  they  be  outweighed  or 
crushed.  Oranj^e  Societies  had  been  established 
in  most  of  the  principal  towns  of  the  kingdom. 
The  people  every  where  held  them  in  abhor- 
i*cnce,  .  They  resented  the  Orangemen's  insult- 
ing proscription  of  above  four  millions  of  their 
fellow-subjects  as  objects  of  distrust  and  en- 
mity. They  retained  a  lively  sense  of  the  atro- 
cities of  Armagh.  They  knew  them  sworn  to 
secrecy,  and  were  convinced  of  their  oath  of 
extermination.  They  were  indignant  at  the  ag- 
gravated provocation  of  Government  encou- 
raging them  to  assume  the  tone  and  function* 
of  affording  protection  to  the  great  population 

•  of 


•  The  excess,  to  which  the  Orangemen  pushed  their  lust  of 
controul  over  the  proscribed  ca«t,  exceeds  credibility.^  They 
imperiously  aiTogated  to  themselves  the  divine  prerogative  of 
juAgii^>'^nd  acting  upon  their  own  anticipation  of  other  men's 
intentions.  Sir  ^Richard  Musgrave  (Strictures  upon  the  His- 
t4>rioal  R/eview,  p».  228.)  has  published  a  string  of  nine  reso- 
l^ions  or  declaxatipns,  ynder  the  title  of  Rules  and  Ragula- 
tiiffuaf  th^  B&jfne  Society,  commonly  called  Oranganen;  the  8th 
of  whicji  k  to  the. following  effect : — "  We  are  individually 
V  .bpufid  to  each  other,  not  only  to  preserve  the  peace  our- 
*\  selves,  but  also  to  be  active  in  preventing  all  others,  of 
''•whatever  persuasion .  or  denomination,  (who  may  come 
*\  withJA  ciur  knowUdge)  that  may  have  an  intention  to  do  an 
*1  M.H^^Mn^Hffg  fWt.'\ 
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of  the  country^  whom  they  swore  to  exclude 
from  their  societies,  as  unworthy  of  course  to  unite 
with  them  in  their  boasted  loyalty.  Sensible  of 
this  popular  impression,  and  staunch  to  their 
original  spirit  of  deceit,  five  of  the  leading  mem*- 
hers  of  the  Orange  Society  put  forth  in  all  the 
newspapers  in  1797,  a  solemn  manifesto  of  their 
order,  by  way  of  address  to  the  public,  disclaim- 
ing the  imputations  of  their  enemies,  and  speak- 
ing a  language  of  refined  loyalty. 

TO  THE  LOYAL  SUBJECTS   OF  IREI-AND. 

"  From  the  various  attempts  that  have  been  Orange- 
**  made  to  poison  the  public  mind,  and  slander  ^n^"''**^ 
"  those  who  have  had  the  spirit  to  adhere  to  their 

king  and  constitution,    and  to  maintain  the 

laws: 


€€ 


"  We,  the  Protestants  of  Dublin,  assuming  the 
"  name  of  Orangemen,  feel  ovrselves  called  upon, 
"  not  to  vindicate  our  principles,  for  we  know 
"  that  our  honour  and  loyalty  bid  defiance  to 
"  the  shafts  of  malevolence  and  disaffection,  but 
**  openly  to  disavow  these  principles,  and  de- 
**  clare  to  the  world'the  objects  of  our  institu- 
"  tion. 

**  We  have  long  observed  with  indignation 
*'  the  efforts  that  have  been  made,  to  foment  re- 
'^  bellion  in  this  kingdbin^  by  the  seditious,  who 

"  have 
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"  have  fortned  themselves  into.  iKicieties,  under 
"  the  specioQs  names  of  United  Irishmen.  We 
**  have  seen  with  pain  the  lower  orders  of  our 
"  fellow-subjects  forced  or  seduced  from  their  al- 
"  legiance  by  the  threats  and  machinations  of 
"  traitors. 

"  And  we  have  viewed  with  horror  the  success* 
^*  ful  exertions  of  miscreants  to  encourage  a  fo- 
reign enemy  to  invade  this  happy  land,  in 
hopes  of  rising  into  consequence  on  the  down- 
'*  fal  of  their  country. 

^'  We  therefore  thought  it  high  time  to  rally 
round  the  constitution,  and  pledge  ourselves  to 
each  other,  to  maintain  the  laws,  and  support 
our  good  king  against  all  his  enemies,  whether 

'*  rebels  to  their  God  or  to  their  country,  and  by 
so  doing,  shew  to  the  world,  that  there  is  a 
body  of  men  in  this  island,  who  are  ready,  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  to  stand  forward  in  the 
defence  of  the  grand  Palladium  of  our  liberty ;» 

"  the  constitution  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
obtained  and  established  by  the  courage  and 
loyalty  of  our  ancestors,  under  the  great  King 
William. 


"  FeHow-subjects,  we  are  accused  ^being 
^^  an  institution  foimded  on  principles  too  shock- 
*'  ing  to  repeat,  and  bou^  together  by  oadss,  at 

which 
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"  which  human  nature  would  shudder ;  but  we 
"  caution  you  not  to  be  led  away  by  such  male- 
**  volent  falsehoods ;  for  wc  solemnly  assure  you 
in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  the 
idea  of  injuring  any  one  on  account  of  his 
religious  opinion  never  entered  into  our  hearts  1 
W^  regard  every  loyal  subject  as  our  friend, 
be  bis  religion  what  it  may^  we  have  no  en- 
mity, only  to  the  enemies  of  our  country. 


iC 
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•*  We  further  declare,  that  we  are  ready,  at 
**  all  times,  to  submit  ourselves  to  the  orders  of 
"  those  in  authority,  under  his  Majesty,  and 
*'  that  we  will  cheariully  undertake  any  duty 
*^  which  they  should  think  proper  to  point  out 
**  for  us,  in  case  either  a  foreign  enemy  shall 
"  dare  to  invade  our  coasts,  or  that  a  domestic 
"  foe  should  presume  to  raise  the  standard  of  re- 
bellion in  the  land ;  to  these  principles  we 
are  pledged,  and  in  support  of  them  we  are 
ready  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  our  blood. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  several  lodges,  in 
"  Dublin,  for  selves  and  other  masters, 

'•  THOMAS  VERNER, 

•'  EDWARD  BALL, 

•'  JOHN  CLAUDIUS  BERESFORD, 

*«  WILLIAM  JAMES, 

"  ISAAC  DE  JONCOURT." 

This 
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Cains  jijig  specious   addrcss  tended  to  irritate  the 

credit,  great  body  of  the  people  proscribed  from  the 
Commen-  Society  They  placed  no  reliance  upon  the  de- 
Duigenan  clarations  of  those,  who  entered  into  engagements 
^nd  Pel-  ^ith  one  another,  which  were  kept  profoundly 
secret  from  all  other  people*.  Not  so  their  sym- 
pathetic 

/  -^  HaviDg  felt  it  an  historical  duty  to  develope  as  much  of 

the  Orange  sy.'^tetn  as  can  be  verified  to  the  public,  we  refer 
the  reader  to  the  5th  of  their  secret  articles,  which  will  be 
found  hereafter,  in  the  trules  and  irgulations  for  the  use  qf  all 
Orange  Societies^  viz.  We  are  not  to  carry  any  money ,  goods,  or 
any  thing  from  any  person  whatsoever,  except  arms  and  ammU" 
nition,  and  those  only  from  an  enemy.  This  article  developes 
to  the  impartial  observer  more  upon  reflection,  than  at  first " 
meets  the  eye.  True  to  their  original  calling,  the  Society  of 
Orangemen,  in  1800,  in  adopting  that  as  one  of  their  secret 
articles,  incontejtibly  proves,  that  in  following  up  the  spirit 
4f  their  first  vocation  as  Peep  of  Day  Boys,  they  meant  to 
retain  the  habits  and  characters  of  robbers  and  plunderers. 
The  idea  of  carrying  away  money,  goods  or  any  thing,  ex- 
cept arms  and  ammunition,  and  that  only  from  an  enemy, 
could  only  have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  those,  who  from  ac- 
/  tual  or  intended  practice  had  enjoyed  or  proposed  to  acquire 

the  opportunity  of  assaulting  the  persons,  or  breaking  into 
the  bouses  of  such  persons  as  possessed  those  things,  which 
were  or  were  not  to  be  carried  away.  But  who  is  the  enemy, 
from  whom  this  secret  article  obliges  them  to  carry  away 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  forbids  them  to  carry  away  other 
plunder?  Evidently  not  an  open  enemy,  whose  life,  arms 
and  property  are  the  legitimate  perquisites  of  war.  If  a  secret 
enemy,  his  person  might  indeed  be  liable  to  be  seized,  upon 
legal  information,  in  order  to  be  brought  to  justice,  but  his 
property  could   not  be  touched,  till  his  enmity  had  been 

proved. 
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pathetic  friend  and  advocate,  Dr.  Duigenan.  In 
a  debate  in  the  Commons  in  1798^  upon  the  H- 
^berty  of  the  press,  ho  held  this  language*  :  **  He 
was  not  a  friend  to  any,  separation  of  the  people 
by  marks  or  names  of  discrimination  :  but  he 
i'^  could  not  help  saj^ing,  .that  the  Orangemen 
^*  ^appeared  by  declarations  published  lately  in 
M  the  public  papers,  particularly  in.  the  Dublin 
Y  Journal,  to  be  very  goqd  and  loyal  subjects. 
:^'  Their  declarations  breatthed  nothing  but  loyal- 
ty, and  a  desire  to  protect  aU  descriptions  of 
persons,  th^t  should  beha^vc  tbetaselves  in  a 
neighbourly  and  p^eaceable  planner,  as  well 
Catholics,  as  others;  he  wondered  that  any 
charge  shoulft  be  made  against  the  Orange- 
"  men  in  that  debate  :  particularly,  as  whatever 
"  excesses  might. formerly  have  been  committed 
by  them,  and  which  certainly  could  not  be 
.justified,  however  they  niiglit  be  extenuated 
bi/  the  spirit  qf  loyally,  from  which  they  sprung y 
''  were  now   at  an  end,   and   did  not  extend 

.  M  beyond 

proved.  The  truth  is,  that  this  secret  article  is  nothing  more 
nor  less,  than  an  avowed  recognition,  revival  and  perpetuation 
of  the  depredatory  and  peraecuting  system  of  Armagh,  car- 
ried on  by. the  founders  of  tkpir  order  in- 1795,  as  much  as 
if  it  had  been  explicitly  set  forth  in  the  following,  or  any 
such  terms,  V  Whenever  Orangemen  assault  a  Catholic,  or 
"  break  into  his  honse,  they  shall  not  rob  him  of  his  money 
•*  or  go6ds,  but  only  of  Kis  arms-and  and  gunpowder."  But 
tbe  C»lh^Ucii«  tha  bne^y,  and  the  Orangeman  the  judge. 
.;   ,^-         *  Pari.  Deb,  of  this  date. 
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^'  beyond  the  limits  of  a  single  coutity,  and 
''  that  a  small  one."  Mr.  Pelham,  in  thatsanae 
debate,  in  defending  the  Orangemen,  madje  an 
avowal »  which  falsi;fied  the  boast^  plea  of  at- 
tenuation urged  by  his  friend  Dr.  Duigenan. 
With  respect  to  the  Orangemen  and  Defen- 
iders,  whom  an  honorable  gentleman  had  in 
the  inadvertence  of  djebate  called  rebels^  he 
did  not  for  his  pari  think,  that  either  descrip- 
tion of  those  men  deserved  that  epithet.''  If 
the  Defenders  were  not  rebels,  if  the  Catholics 
were  not  rebels,  how  could  their  persecution  and 
extermination  spring  from  a  spirit  of  loyalty  ? 
It  was  fairly  remarked  in  that  same  debate,  by 
Mr.  Tighe,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Duigenan's  boast, 
that  the  Orangemen  were  willing  to  defend  the 
Catholic,  as  well  as  any  other  man,  if  he  be- 
haved himself  as  a  good  subject ;  *'  that  if  any 
particular  set  of  men  were  allowed  to  proclaim 
themselves  as  the  protectors  of  this  or  that  de- 
scription of  people,  it  would  be  a  most  dan- 
gerous precedent :  if  it  were  permitted  to  one 
body  of  men,  every  other  woqld  claim  it." 


If 
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Conuaent      Had  the  Orangemen  been  ev^r  so  siqper^  in 
Orange     *^^^^^  address  to  the  public,  yet  a  body  of  men  so 
address,    constituted,  as  upon  the  face  of  their  justifica- 
tive instrument  they   profess  themselves  to  be, 
^li^ist  es$epiially  b^  productive  of  irremediable 
evil  in  a  State.     As  a  very  small  portioq  pf  the 

population 
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population  professing  the  religion  of  the  State, 
clainiing^  the  confidence  and  support  of  Govern- 
ment, and  vaunting  exclusive  loyaltj^  they  as- 
sume the  lofty  tone  of  protecting  their  fellow- 
subjects,   whom  they  proscribe,    (of  course  as 
enemies)  from  associating  with  them  in  the  laud- 
able purpose  oi  defending  their  good  King  against 
all  his  enemies,  ivhether  rebels  to  their  God,  or  to 
their  country.     Every  loyal  subject  is  by  prin- 
ciple and  disposition  at  the  command  of  his  So- 
vereign for  these  purposes.     An  instrument  of 
dissimulation  never  speaks  the  plain  truth.     As- 
sociations to  combine  against  the  King's  ene- 
mies, in  a  well  ordered  State,  are  mischievous  and 
dangerous,  in  proportion  to  the  paucity  of  the 
associators.     Where  all,  who  feel  and  avow  their 
duty  associate,  they  are  useless,  and  let  dowii 
the  paramount  duty   of  allegiance.     Close  and 
proscriptive  associations  essentially  create  discon- 
tent, jealousy,  or  enmity  in  every  excluded  indi- 
vidual.    Where  co-operation  in  the  work  of  loy- 
alty is  rejected,  protection  becomes  insult :  and 
short  are  the  intervals  between  insult,  provoca- 
tion, and  resentment.     The  fellow-subject,  who 
offers  his  protection  to  500  neighbours,  sotne  su- 
perior, some  equal,  some  inferior  to  hiniself,  cati 
never  command  the  confidence  of  those,  4vh6itt 
his  legitimate  or  usurped  power  proscribes  afid 
degrades. 

M  2  The 
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Further  The  fanatical  caut  of  associating  to  repd  and 
*  punish  rebels  to  God'  is  indignantly  to  be  rcpro^ 
bated*  It  is  an  impious  usurpation  of  the  high 
prerogative  of  the  Deity  to  Judge  the  conscience 
of  man,  which  is  only  penetrable  to  the  all  scru- 
tinizing eye.  A  man  may  be  a  rebel  to  his 
King:  he  may  be  an  enemy  to  his  coviritry. 
The  Orangeman  in  depopulating  the  county  of 
Armagh,  wa;5.  an  ;enemy  to  his  country,  not 
strictly'  by  tf^at  act  a  rebel  to  his  King.  Whe- 
ther he  were  a  rebel  fa  his  God  in  burning  out 
and  exterminating  the  Cathol'c,  merely  because 
he  worshipped  Gpd  in  his  own  manner,  is  not 
for  liuman  tribunal  to  decide.  But  law  and  com- 
mon sense  refute  the  buffoonery  of  Dr.  Duige- 
nan,  that  such  acts  of  atrocity  can  spring  from 

4 

Tolera-  It  was  a  discovery  reserved  for  this  illuminated 
Kinff  Society  of  exterminators,  that  the  British  con- 
Wiliiam.  stitution  was  obtained  under  King  William. 
That  he  was  called  over  to  England  to  support 
that  constitution,  and  that  it  was  preserved  by 
gonquest  in  Ireland  is  true,  and  devoutly  is  it 
wi>hed,  that  William's  principles  of  toleration 
(he  was  a  Presbyterian)  were  imitated  by  those, 
who  disgrace  his  name  by  their  savage  intole- 
raoce.*   The  five  leading  Orangemen,  who  came 

forth 

*  Fitting  it  is,  that  the  ostentatious  supporters  of  ti%   Pro^ 
tenant  ascendancy,  in  honor  and  conunemoration  of  Wiilinm  of 

Orange, 
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forth  on  this  occasion  with  aJl  the  pomp  of  pro- 
mise, ■  cojuld  little  expect predit. for  their  profes- 
sions. The  only  public  deeds,  by  which  their 
Society,  as  a  body,  was  then  kpown  to  the  pub- 
lic, were  its  feats  in  the  cpunty  of  Armagh. 
Now  it  is  an  obvious,  and  indeed  unavoidable 
appeal  to  every  man  cognizant  of  them,  how  far 
the  Society  of  Orangemen,  (being  but  an  exten- 
sion of  the  Society  of  Peep  of  Day  Boys)  could 
in  the  year  1797  truly  assert,  that  **  the  idea  of 
^*  injuring  any  one  on  account  of  his  religious 
opinions  never  entered  into  our  hearts :  we 
regard  every  loyal  subject  as  our  friend,  be  his 
"  religion  what  it  may :  we  have  no  enmity,  but 
**  to  the  enemies  of  our  country."  It  will  be 
more  than  difficult  to  verify  these  assertions, 
when  brought  to  bear  upon  the  persecutions  of 

Armagh. 

Orange  should  know,  that  after  that  Monarch  had  taken  the 
same  coronation  oath,  as  has  ever  since  been  taken  bv  all  hii 
successors,  he  oftercd  to  the  Duke  of  Tyrronnell,  in  ordrr  to 
uiduce  him  to  surrender  Limerick,  the  r<>>lio wing  terms  ftirtbe 
Irish  Catholics,  viz: — I.  The  free  exercise  of  their  religion. 
2.  Half  the  churches  of  the  kingdom.  3.  Half  the  employ- 
Aients  civil  ahd  military,  if  they  pleased.  4.  The  moiety 
of  their  ancient  properties.  These  proposals  he  offered  to  ^et 
sanctioned  by  an  English  act  of  parliiiment.  (Vide  my  His- 
tory of  Ireland,  2  vol.  p.  12.)  There  also  may  he  seen 
many  traits  and  proofs  of  the  natural  tolerancy  of  William's 
disposition,  which  pointedly  contradicts  the  wicked  principles 
and  sanguinary  spirit,  with  which  the  Oraogeraen  have  en- 
'  deavourf  d  to  tarnish  his  memory  and  disgrace  his  name. 


krmagh.  It  must'  be  further  observed,  tKat  these 
guarantees  of  all  the  Orange  lodges  in  Dublin  go 
no  further,  than  to  answer  for  those,  who  had 
been  initiated  into  the  Society,  after  the  atroci- 
ties of  Armagh  had  been  perpetrated. 

The  ad-  However  artfully  and  strongly  this  Oraiige 
nier  not  ^^dress  may  have  been  worked  up  to  delude  the 
the  oath  popular  mind,  and  throw  a  vafmsh  over  the  five 
mination.  '^^ing  Orangemen,  which  would  not  cover  their 
original  founders,  yet  it  cannot  elude  the  slightest 
observation,  that  the  address  Contains  no  detiiaf, 
that  the  oath  of  extermination  had  been  taken 
by  the  original  members  of  the  institution.  The 
advertisers  for  themselves  and  fellow- masters, 
(their  subsequent  conduct  will  shew  how  sin- 
cerely) undertake  only  to  answer  for  the  work- 
ings of  their  own  hearts,  not  for  those  of  the 
original  framers  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Institu- 
tion at  large.  To  defend  the  King  against  his 
enemies  is  a  straight  forward  duty  w^l  known 
to  every  loyal  subject.  No  specific  associatiott 
or  obligation  can  strengthen  it.  To  question  ai 
man's  earnestness  in  performance  of  that  duty  is 
an  actionable  offence.  What  can  more  deeply 
wound  the  feelings  of  a  loyal  people,  than  the 
monopolizing  boast  of  some  favoured  minionjs, 
that  they,  exclusively  of  the  great  population, 
are  ready  to  resist  the  external  and  internal  ene- 
mies of  the  country  ?     But  could  every   other 

difficulty 
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difficulty  he  cifef^r^d  away,  yet  woiUtl  not  the 
WjJterp  Qf  ti\e  ij^laotic  wash  out  that  damned  spot 
of  jtl^r  sworn  secrecy*.     It  impudently  bids  de- 
fiance 

*  The  OraQgemen  have  to  hucnent  the  Ibllj  or  misfortune 
of  having  bad  their  cause  advocated  by  Sir  Bichard  Musgrave^ 
a  wiiolesale  dealer  io  falsity  and  fiction.  By  way  of  blunting 
the  etige  of  just  indignation  at  the  nature  of  the  rules  and 
r^ulations  of  the  Orange  Societies,  which  he  foresaw  might 
ia  the  process  of  time  come  to  light,  even  through  the  dark 
veil  of  their  secret  oath,  and  of  imposing  upon  the  public  in 
the  nieaa  whiie^  tlieii*  zealous  defender  has  given  in  his 
Strictures  (p.  22.5.)  seven  resolutions,  which  he  says  were  fa- 
bricated by  the  enemies  of  the  Orangemen,  for  the  purpose 
of  exciting  in  the  breasts  of  the  lower  class  of  Catholics  the 
most  maHgnant  and  vindictive  passions.  One  shonld  have 
imagined,  that  the  sagacious  Baronet  had,  in  1 804,  when  he 
published  his  Strictures,  (which,  by  the  bye,  were  never 
fairly  entered)  been  long  enough  in  the  Customs  to  have 
learnt,  how  much  better  for  use  genuine  than  counterfeit 
commodities  were. 

1.  Resolved  unanimously,  that  each  and  every  member  be 
furnished  with  a  case  of  horse  pistols  and  a  sword  :  also,  that 
every  member  shall  have  12  rounds  of  ball  cartridges. 

2.  Resolved,  that  every  man  shall  l)e  ready  at  a  moment's 
warning. 

3.  Resolved,  that  no  member  is  to  introduce  a  Papist  or 
Presbyterian,  Quaker  or  Methodist,  or  any  persuasion  but  a 
Protestant. 

4.  Resolved,  that  no  man  wear  Irish  manufacture,  or  give 
employment  to  a  Papist. 

5.  Resolved,  that  every  man  shall  be  ready  at  a  moment's 
warning,  to  burn  all  the  chapels  and  meeting-houses  in  the 
city  and  county  of  Dublin. 

6.  Resolved, 
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fiance  to  common  law  and  ccintnon  equity  ;  da- 
ringl}"  violates  the  letterof  the  Statiltie,  atnd  dan- 

•   '    gerously 

6.  Resolved,  that  any  man,  that  will  give  information  of 
aiiy  bouse  lie  s^s^cts  to  be  an  United  Ipiskmaa^r/will  get  the 
sum  of  51.'  and  bis  n«me  kept  sedret         .  *{   '    *  \ 

7.  Resolved^  tbtA  no  meinlbiBr  will  introdaGe  apy  inan  under 
y  the  ageof  Jlfii,  ;or  over  iheage  ttl' 46*  v    ■•  ■• 

\yhoever  attentively  compares  the  genuine  rules  and  jregiK 
lations  printed  .9k  t^e  end  df  tbis>intrx>ductL<»n,  with  these  t^ven 
resolutionsi^ven  as  fictitious,  wiil:. perceive  less  de«iation  tin 
them  fron^lhe  reality,  thaa  he^YiU  in  Sir  Richa^dr  Musgrave's 
Memoirs  qf  ihti  different  Irinh  fybeiUona,  Sir  R  it  bard  then 
gives  under  false  titles  and  dates  pieces  c^f  the  OrsMige  in^liUi- 
tion,  their  declaration. about  the  Union,  and  alsp  adQ^laration 
of  the  Ussier  Orangemen,  and  the  rules  aod  reguJatioiis  of  the 
Boync  Orangemen  ;  and  all  with  a  view  to  impress  t^e  public 
with  a  sublime  idea  of  the  refined  loyalty  of  their  Societies^ 
even  to  the  minutiae  of  manners  and  external  appai^el.  Th^ 
masters  of  lodges  are  not  only  solemnly  enjoined  U>  be  mo^ 
particular  in  scrutinizing  the  character  of  every  candidate  for 
admission,  but  to  discountenance,  even  by  imposing  fines,  any 
imitation  of  the  manners  and  dress  of  traitors.  But  Sir 
Richard's  drivelling  effort  to  account  for  and  justify  iIiq 
Orangemen's  oath  of  secrecy,  is.  loo  curious  to  be  Vitlih olden 
from  the  reader. 

(P.  2'i8  )  *'  We  declare  most  solemnly,  that  we  are  not 
**  enemies  to  any  body  of  people  on  account  oftheir  religion, 
"  their  faith,  or  iheir  mode  of  worship.  We  consider  every 
'*  hyal  subject  our  brother,  and  they  shall  have  our  aid  and 
"  protection.  We  are  exclusively  a  Protestant  associa- 
•'  tion." 

{P.  230.)  "  Orangemen  have  no  secret  to  conceal,  cx- 
"  cept  the  marks  and  tokens,  by  which  they  know  one  an- 
**  other.     In  times  of  turbulence  and  intestine  commotion,  it 

. "  was 
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gerously  Encroaches  upon  th^  Codstitution.  'Ruad 
the  obligations  of  an  ^rangeman^  and  anfwer  in 
the  fade  of  the  cbuntiy^  why  this  impenecrable 
vdt  ?  Look  steadfastly  upon  truth  and  loyalty  • 
and  fay,  will  they  descend  to  be  difguiscd  under 
any   coverlid:   and   least  of  all  under  an    illegal 

N  •      ^and 


f : 
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**  was  necessary  to  have  certain  words. and  si^ns  to  discrimr 
'*  nate  friends  from  eneroies,  and  prevent  de'sigiiihg  traitors 
"  from  mixing  amongst  us,     Th  ey  were  necessary  to  inspfre 
**  iDutaal  trust  and.  contidei^ey- by  indicating  similarity  of 
*  sentiment,  and  tluy  fire  still  nfcessaiy^  no^.oii^j-  to  guard 
**  against  imposition,  but  to  recommend  us  to  the  attention 
"  and  kindness  of  brother  Orangemen,  wherever  the  institu- 
*'  tion  prevails.    To  divulge  these  would'de^roy  their  utility, 
"  and  therefore  the  knowledge  of  them  is  stnctly'ahd  plpo- 
**  perly  confined  to  tbemselres."    There  is  added  a  note  to 
the  foregoing  passage^ ^f  no  slight  importance,  ▼i^.'-^'^The 
oath  of  the  Otapgemen,  which  was  not  kept  secret^   was  an 
"  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King  and  constitution,  besides 
*'  which,  it  contained^ two  Clause's^  one,  that  they  would 
*'  consider  eyery  k>yal  man  of  every  religious  denomination, 
^  as  their  brother,  and  wvMild  protect  him  as.  such :  anflano- 
^'  tber,  that  they  would  not-div.ulge  the  f^gos^  by,whichaltfy 
'*  wore  known  to  each  other."  •, 

Is  it  not  self-evident' from  these  dcclaratTons,  ^atthe  secret 
signs  of  the  Orange  Society  wei'e  to  entitle  its  members  to  the 
^ttenfioo  atid  kindness  of  brotherhood,  whether  thii  iastilii* 
i^n  prevailed^  Bqt  the  Catholics,  vrbo.aee  proscriEted  fr9ai 
iheir  Society,  could  not  by  these,  secret  sigEU  recommend 
themselves  to  such  attention  or  kindness:  consequently  it  was 
an  insultii^  falsehood,  that  the  Orangemen -oonsiidered  tier^ 
ioyal  man  qf  every  religious  persuasion  as  a  brother ;  unleess  it 
be  followed  up  by  the  negative  inference;^  tjiat  pq  ms^n  of  \\\^ 
Catholic  per9uaQon  c&u)  bjs  lo^:|l.  ... 


so 

s 

nod    ufKk>osti tiitlonat.  V  Q4tb:  of .  *  secr^cjr  ?      What 

* 

4ocs.  ihe . j>l3ck  mystery  ajm  at,  but;  to  knit  toge- 
ther .ferocious  bdoditti^ ..  taking  with  voracious 
v^ilatice  tbe  blcocly  signal  from  tl^  patrcm^  of 
twitioaal  disanion  f  <  .  , 

■ 

■    J  ■      ■    .  .      ... 

Extension      It  cannot  be  too  frequently  pressed   upon 'the 

Urn  '^reader,  that  the  establishment  of    Orangi^m   has 

become  the  fatal   engine,   by  which   modern   mi. 

nisters  effectuate  that  division  of  the  Irish  people, 

by  which  .they  maintain  a  monopoly  of  power  ki 

the  country,  under  the  imposing   tcrni  Protest^ 

ant  ascenddhct/j    which  their  predecessors  more 

modestly  termed   English   interest.     When  rrl- 

^ate  Boulter  iaipented  the  expofure  and  cpnse* 

!  queue  failure  of  the .  corrupt  English  job  of 
Wbod'n  patent  for  the  base  ednage  of  halfjpenee, 

'he  spoke  to  his  brother  minister  without  disguise: 
**  The  worst  of  it  is,  that  it  tends  to  umt€  Pro- 
^^  t extant  zvith  Papist. ;  ..add.  whenever  that  hfi^ 
**  pens,  good  bye  to  the  EngUih  interest  in  Ire- 
**  /ziwrf"  foi- ever/*  Inofdertb  prepare  the  mind 
for  judging  soundly  of  the  grand  catastrophic  of 
disunion,  it   t^ehoy^s  us   to  trace  as  correct  ly  a^ 

4)o^blc  the  wtmt  of  the  powers,  and  muliiplieftr 
tiott  of  these  eogibes  of  division,  whilst  the  ma* 

nagete    were    getting    up    and    rehearsing    tie 

•  >  .  .    ■ .  .1 

Jbloody    tragedy.      In ,  JiJovembcr^    *  797>*    "  in 

the 

*  Extracts  from  the  Press,  Pbi)a4.  1902,  p.  19;f. 
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"  the  narrow  vicinage  of  a  northern  village, 
**  (Lisburn>  no  less  than  fourteen  societies  of  il- 
'*  legal  associations,  under  the  denominations  of 
"  Orangemen,  and  numbered  from  138  to  154,^ 
"  which  proves,  that  sa  many  other  societies 
*'  of  the  same  kind  exist,  avow  tliemsdves  in  a 
"  public  advertisement,  whicu  appeared  in  the 
Evening  Post  of  Thursday  (i«  e.  ^3  Nov*  1797) 
publicity  addressing  a  Mr«  Johnson  as  their 
^/  chairman,  and  publishing  their  resolutions 
^'  publicly  entered  into  at  ^  mectitsg  held  on  the 
^^  Sabbath-day,  at  the  parish  church  of  Der- 
"  riaghy.'*  In  this  same  year  the  seeds  of 
Orangtsm.  were  profusely  sown  in  an^  about 
Newry,  and  promised  an  early  and  plentiful 
harvest.  The  Ancient  Britons,  who  were 
mostly  Orangemen,  and  Mr.  Gifl^rd,  the  great 
apostle    of    Orangism,     then   a  captaiil    in    the 

N  2  Dublin 


*  As  it  appears  by  the  rules  and  regulation^  of  t^  Orange 
societies,  settled  in  1800,  that  each  lodge  shall  have  tt-n  offi-* 
cer5«  via.  a  master  and  deputy  master,  a  secretary  and  de- 
puty secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  five  couimlttee  meu^  it  ixiay  \}e 
reasonably  inferred  from  that  number  of  officers,  that  each, 
lodge  consists  of  several  score,  if  not  some  hundred  mem* 
bers.  CoupUn<(  this  with  a  further  and  very  obvious  pre- 
sumpt'ron,  that  the  number  of  Io<!ges,  which  in  November 
1797  fell  not  short,  but  may  have  greatly  exceeded  35 1*, 
has  since  that  period  been  considerably  augmented,  tlie 
present  a«5gregate  of  that  base  brotherhood  is  awfully  for- 
midable* 
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Dublin  City  IVlilitia,  were  quiartcrcd  there ;  and 
\Sy  far  the  grcatei^  part  of  the  Newry  cavalry  and 
infantry  Teomen  were  also  Orangemen.  No  won- 
der  then,  that  this  spot  was*  chosen  for  a  renewal 
of  some  of  the  Armagh  scenes  of  exterminatlofi, 
one  of  which  is  submitted  to  the  reader,^  as  it  has 
been  narrated  to  the  author,  by  a  gentleman' of 
respectability,  who  being  out  with  his  corps  on  that 
day,  saw  and  heard  the  greatest  part  himself^  and 
received  the.  rest  from  the  confession  of  the  prin- 
ciptil  actor  in  that  scene,  which  took  place  at  a 

distance. 

• 

Massacre      In  May  1 797,   a  Corporal's  guard   had-  been 

ings  Dear  Ordered  out  in  the  afternoon  to  search  the  house 

Newry.    of  one  Hedge,  at  Ballyholan,  who  was  a  Prcsby- 

terian,  for  arms;  none  were  found.     It  happened 

howpver  on  this  as  on .  niany  such  occasions,  that 

the 


*  This  scene  was  selected  from  amongst  others,  not  merely 
iVoni  the  possession  of  the  most  undeniable  evideftce  (the 
author  has  evidence  oF  many  others,  which  he  suppresses)  of 
the  facts  but  because  it  has  always  been  consider^!  to  have 
mainly  contributed  to  the  rebellion,  which  took  place  in  the 
next  year.  Government  boasted  of  having  made  it  explode. 
They  forgot,  that  they  had  created  the  disaffection,  from 
which  it  proceeded.  It  appears  from  Dr.  M*Nevin*s  exami- 
nation before  the  secret  committee  of  the  Commons  (that  part 
of  i!,  V.  hich  affects  this  subject,  will  be  hereafter  quoted  for 
another  purpose)  that  Mr.  Corry  allowed,  that  houses^ were 
burnt  about  Newry,  and  Lord  Castlereagh  boasted,  that  they 
hac|  weakened  the  rebellion  by  the  means  taken  to  raake  it 
ejfplode. 


93' 

N 

the  SLcarchcrs  tiiade  frcfe  with  articles  of  drcis  or 
furniture,  as  their  fancies  suggested.  Hdrc  the 
search .  epded  in  the  appropriation  of  a  silk  band* 
kerchief,  which  one  of  the  military  purloined.—- 
This  produced  fome  observation  and  farcasm  from 
several  of  the  neighbouring  peasants,  whom  cu-^ 
riosity  had  brought  round  Hedger's  dwelling  dur- 
ing the  search.  There  lived  close  by  one  Bren- 
nan,  a  weak,  half-witted  man,  who  was  a  private 
in  the  Newry  Yeomen  Infantry.  He  ran  instantly 
to.  town,  and  gave  out,  that  the  party  was  sur- 
rounded, and  perhaps  cut  to  pieces.  Immrdi- 
ately  the  trumpet  and  bugle  sounded,  and  the 
Ancient  Britons,  some  of  the  Dublin  City  Mi- . 
litia  under  Captain  GiSard,  and  some  of  the 
Newry  Yeomanry  turned  out,  and  hastened  to- 
wards Bally  hblan,  without  order,  or  any  special 
command.  For.  the  space  of  a  mile  or  two  the 
face  of  the  country  was  covered  with  the  military 
moving  in  disorder^  and  acting  without  any  other 
fixed  plan,  than  that  of  general  massacre  and  ex- 
termination. The  Ancient  Britons  hewed  down 
all  the  countrymen  in  coloured  cloches  they  met, 
or  overtook;  ,they  t.ook  no  prisoners.  '  'I he  mi- 
litia fired  at  some  jfugitives,  but  made  several  pri- 
soners, amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  26. 
The  Yeomen  infantry  principally  shewed  tlieir 
prowess  by  firing  into  the  thatch  of  the  cabins 
and  setting  fire  to  them.  Upon  the  first  appear- 
ance  of  the  military,  the  most  active  of  the  pea- 
sants made  their  escape. 

A  party 
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Samcsub-  A  party  txf  the  Ancient  .Britons  ^mc  up  to  a 
nued.  *"  cluster  of  houfcs,  which,  they  set  fire  to.  They 
had  been  all  abandoned  except  one,  which  con« 
tained  an  old-  iofirnfi  man,  that  was  bed-riddeb, 
attended  by  his  daughter.  She  threw  herself  on 
her  knees,  and,  after  several .  rcfufals,  at  last  ob- 
tained leave  from  the  commaQding  officer  to  per- 
mil  her  father  to  be  carried  out  of  the  houfe .  He 
had  fcarqely  been  removed  one  minute  before  the 
rooC  fell  !>)•  After  the  bugle  had  sounded  to  rally, 
and  the  troops  were  drawn  up  in  line  near  Mn 
Haifa's  park,  one  of  the  Ancient  Britons  rode 
up  to  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne,  their  com- 
mander, and  said  the  rebels  were  in  the  park  and 
the  wood  adjoining,  when  they  received  orders 
from  their  commander  to  spare  no  one*  They 
immediately  dispersed.  Three  of  them  perceiv* 
ing  something  moving  in  a  thicket,  successively 
fired  into  it ;  and  one  of  them  shot  an  unfortu- 
nate lad^  of  about  ten  years  of  age,  through  the 
left  eye.  .  He  had  been  attending  some  cows  oa 
the  road,  bjit  on  seeing  the  military  he  had  endea- 
voured to  conceal  himself  from  their  fury  in  that 
thicket.  He  was  shewn  to  Sir  Watkin  Williams 
Wynne,  by  an  officer,  whose  humanity  was 
shocked)  and  the  commander  observing,  that  he 
was  sorry  fpr  the  mistake,  ordered  one  of  his  men 
to  take  him  up  behind  him,  and  convey  him  to  the 
hospital.*  - 

•  Ilis  name  is  Fagan,  he  is  still  living  at  Newrjr. 
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Another  hdj  of  about  fourteeb  years  ©f  age,  Fw'lic 
had  been  most  inhuniitiilj^  butchered,  his  head  split 
]R  twaia  and  n^rlj  severed  from  -his  body.  His 
ftthcr  att'd  micle  havlnfg  heard  of  the  misfortofie, 
Drent  after  his  corpse,  ati4  were  ttikeo  prisoners 
by  the  milhia-men  under  ClEiptaHi  Giffaid.  One 
Hiatuf,  a  rcvcnoc^officer,  at  the  risk  of  his  life^ 
went  up  to  a  gentleman  of  tlie  Yeoman  cavalry, 
to  iR^om  he  ^as  known,  and  entreated  him  to 
return  to  the  party,  and  inform  them,  that  some 
of  the' Ancient  Britofw,  after  having*  killed  that 
hd,  had  fired  mto  'his  house  at  his  wife,  wbo  wals 
hr  gone  with  child,  and  he  w^s  afraid  that  ht 
should  be  TBUrdered  himself.*  He-  entreated  tb 
have  the  boy  broifght  Ay*to  to  ■  the  road,  through 
which  the  military  wcte  to  pass,-  in  order,  thaft 
the  comm^ndiisg  oftcer  should  see  hiM^  and  bb 
thereby  induced  to'  release  the  father  and  uncJe. 
Captain  Oiffard  "^^ressbd  high  oflfence  at  the 
boy's  corpse  hiiving  bfeftift '  brought  Into  sight,  and 
immediately  took^etivb  tnecij  who  had  brought 
it  to  the  road,  into  custody.  '  Sir  Watkin  WiU 
liams  Wyune^  when  he  wa^s  informed  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, ordered  the  father  and  uncle  to  be 
released.  Two  Ancient  Brkons,  one  of  them 
by  name  Nid  Allen,  had  strayed  about  a  mile 
from  the  main  body  to  a  farm-house  of  Mr. 
Robert  Maitland's.  Near  the  gate  stood  a  boy, 
named  Ryan,  about  six  years  of  age,  whom  they 
ordered   to  open  it:    the  child    said  he  would, 

if 
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]F  they  would  not .  bdrt  him.  Before  he  could 
open  it,  one  ef  them  struck  at  the  child  with 
his  sabre  over  the  gatc>  and  broke  his. arm.  They 
still'  insisted  ;  upon  his  opening  it,  which  the 
child  did.  with  his  other  hand,  and  they  rode 
through,,  ^nd  cut  up  the  boy  with  their  sabres, 
and  one  of  them  made  his  horse,  (though  with 
much  difficulty)  trample  upon  him.  They  en- 
tered the  house,  and  having  taken  the  key  of 
th^  cellar,  sat  down  to  drink :  in  the  mean  time 
three  of  the  Dublin  City  Militia  came  up  to  the 
bouse,  and  joined  ,  them  in  drinking.  The  Ao- 
cient  Britons  gave  Orange  toasts:  the  Militia- 
men gave  Irish  toasts.  They  quarrelled  aild 
fought :  one  of  the  Militia-men  was  killed,  and 
the  other  two  were  severely  wounded  with  the  sabres 
of  the  Ancient  Britons.  The  two  Ancient  Bri- 
tons were  afterwards  tried  for  the  murder,  and 
were  instantly  acquitted.  About .  thirty  houses 
wpre  burnt,  and  eleven '  persons  were:  killed.  Thus 
closed  this  unfought  day  of  blood.^ 


'  ^  Soch  was  the  vindlctire  animosity ,  which  the  people 
bore  to  the  corf  s  of  Ancient^  Brilonsy  that  afler  the  iniur- 
.rection  had,  partly  by  Iheir  means,  been  made  to  e»;plode,  as 
Lord  Ca^lereagb  boasted,  they  never  came  into  contact 
with  the  rebels  without  being  reminded  of  Balli/holan,  and 
they  were  generally  refused  quarter.  The  Corps  of  Ancien't 
Britons  was  the  largest,  that-came  over  from  England ;  they 
exceeded  one  thousand  effi^ctive  men,  and  it  is  generally 
computed, that  not  nearly  on^-tenth  of  the  privates,  who  fir^t 
came  over,  s<h*vived  the  contest.  Deficiencies  were  partly 
'supplied  by  fresh  recruits. 
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We  are  arrived  at  that  bloody  tragedy  of  1798,  Rebellion 
which  deprived  his  Majesty  of  70,000  most  use-  ^^  ^^^^* 
ful  subjects,  whom  wiser  councils  would  have 
preserved  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  British  em- 
pire against  its  most  potent  enemy.  Without 
attempting  to  reprobate  or  justify  the  policy  of 
the  Irish  government's  pursuing  a  system  of  co- 
ercion and  terror,  be  it  conceded,  that  it  did 
exist  ;^  and  that  it  caused  the  rebellion  to  break 

O  out 

*  As  the  policy  of  these  preliminary  measures  of  extraordi* 
nary  harshness  is  stijl  Hercely  contested  by  the  opposite  par* 
ties,  it  will  be  but  fair  to  submit  to  the  reader  the  pith  of  the 
adverse  opinions.     Sir  Richard  M usgrave,  who  was  secretly 
employed,  privately  rebuked,  and  publicly  rewarded  for  pa* 
DegyrizTDg  the  Camden  administration,  after  having  boasted 
of  the  happy  consequence  of  the  great  rigour  and  severity, 
which  took  place  under  Lord  Camden's  government,  (p.  161, 
Str.)  sums  up  the  justification  of  all  the  illegal  and  uncon* 
sitational  acts  of  that  period,  in  a  quaint  piece  of  advice  of 
Lord  Carhampton  to  Lord  Camden,  which  was  in  the  mouth 
of  every  loyal  man  in  the  upper  ranks  of  life  in  Irelaivi. 
**  My  Lord,  if  you  suffer  them  to  go  to  war  with  you,  and 
'*  you  go  to  law    with   them,    it   does   not   require  much 
*'  sagacity  to  foresee  the  issue  of  the  contest/'    On  the  other 
side,  the  most  authentic  representation  of  the  sense  generally 
entertained  of  those  harsh  measures  of  government  will  b« 
collected  from  the  principal  leaders  of  the  United  Irishmen, 
who  fully  dislcosed  their>,  genuine  sentiments  upon  that  sub- 
ject to  the  Secret  Commiitees  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  in 
1798.     On  the  iOih  of  August,  Mr.  Emmet,  before  the  Se- 
cret Committee  of  the  Lords,  was  asked  by  Lord  Chancellor 

Clare, 

Pray 


out  at  Naas  on  the  2Sd  ijd  May,  which  termi- 
nated exactly 'four  tnonths  from  that  day,  bythe 

■      .  surrender 


K     *f  Pray,  Mr.  Emmett,  what  caused  ihc  late  insurrection  ?*' 
Emmctt,     •*  The   fret*   quarters,  the ^  house  burmngs,.  the 
*'  tortures  and   the  military  executions   in  the  counties  of 

•^  Klfdare,  Carlow  and  Wick!ow." p.  36. 

-■'  On  the 'f 6th  t)f  August;  when  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  was 
under  examination  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Commons, 
he  was  questioned  by  them : 

Committee,     *'  What  is  the  object  the  people  have  in  view 
**  at  present  ? 

*  ^VCdnnor,     **  I  believe  they  have  laid  by  for  the  instant  all 

**  idea  of  Speculative  politics,  and  think  only  how  they  shall 

**  annihilate  til e  insupportable  usucpation  and  cruelty  of  the 

'"••'British  and  Irish  government,  and   how  they  shall  best 

" '"'  avenge  the  blood;  which  has  been  shed,  and  the  tortures, 

^'  that  have  t>een  inflicted^  to  support  a  government  they  de* 

•  /»  test?^-::— p.  ^6. 

'   ■  Wheh'Dr.  M'Nevin  was  upon  his  examination  before  the 
'Secfret  Committee  of  the  Commons^  on  the  8th  of  August 
1798,  he  was  questioned  more  particularly  : 

Speaker n  Mr,  Foster.      "  Pray,  Sir,  what  do  you  think 
**  occasioned  the  insurrection  ? 

'  M'Nevin,  "  The  insurrection  was  occasioned  by  thejiouse 
*'  burnings,  the  whippings  to  extort  confessions^  the  tortufe 
of  various  kinds,  the  free  quarters,  and  the  murders  com- 

ed  upon  the  people  by  the  magistrates  and  the  army. 

Speaker,    *'  This  only  took  place  since  the  insurrection. 

M'Nevin,     "  It  is  now  more  than  twelve  months  (looking 

*'  at  Mr!  Corrv)  since  those  horrors  were  perpetrated  by  the 

•'  Ancient  Britons  about  Newry  ;  and  long  before  the  insur- 

^*  rection  they  were  quite  common  through  the  counties  of 

Kildare 


it 
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guiTender  of  Humbert'a  handful  of  Frenchmen 
at  Ballinamuck.  During  that  period  of  four 
months  we  are  willing,  that  the  characteristic 
traits  of  Orange  ferocity  should  merge  in  the  na^ 
tural  acrimony  of  an  open  civil  war^    The  na- 

o2  ture, 

S'  Kildare  and  Carlow,  and  began  to  be  practisied  with  very 
'*  great  activity  in  the  counties  of  Wickiow  and  Wexford. 
Cony  and  l^atouche,     "  Y^s,  a  few  hou.sea  weee. burned.  ■ 
Speaker,     *'  Would  not  the  organization  have  gone  on, 
"  and  the  union  become  stron^r,  bujb  tl^at  the  ^aurrectioii 
**  Avas  brought  forward  too  soon  ? 

M'Nevin.  *'  The  organization  would  have  proceeded,  and 
^  the  union  have  acquired  that  strength,  vvhich  arises  from  or- 
*■  der :  Organization  would  at  the  same  time  have  given  a 
*^  controul  over  the  people  capable  of  r«str^inii\g  their. exces- 
^'  ses ;  and  you  see  scarcely  any  have  beeq  ^on^uitted  \fK 
**  those  counties,  where  is  was  well  established. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  *'  You  acknowledge  the  union  would 
l|a?e  been  stronger*  hut  for  the  tneans  takeh  to  make  it  explode* 
M'Nevin,  '*  It  woukl  every  day  have  become  more  per* 
**  feet,  but  I  do  not  see  any  thing  in  what  i^as  happened*  to 
'*  deter  tl^e  people  from  persevering  in  the  union  and  its  ob« 
^*  jects :  On  the  contrary,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  tris^l 
^  of  force  must  tend  to  give  the  people  conHdeiice  in  their 
^*  own  f>owxr,  as  i  unders^nd  it  is  now  admitted,  that  if  the 
^*  insurrection  was  g^ner^l  and  w^ll  coodi^ted,  ^t  would  have 
*'  been  successful. 

Lord  C(itstl€r€({gh,  "  Wtr^  not  the  different  measure  of  the 
*'  govemn^ent,  which  are  complained  of,  subsc(iuent  to  ya- 
f  rious  proceedings  of  the  Ur\ited  Irishmen  ? 

M' Kevin,  "  Prior,  niy  Lor^,  to  most  of  them.  If  your 
V  Lordship  desire  it,  I  will  prove  by  comparison  of  dates, 
f'  that  government  throughout  has  beer\  th^  aggressor. "-rrr—. 
( If  is  Xordship  was  mt  ci^rious^ 
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ture,  however,  of  this  disquisition  calls  for  some 
notice  of  the  operations  of  Orangemen,  immedi- 
ately before  and  immediately  after  that  fatal  con- 
test, in  order  to  irace  the  continuance  of  the 
spirit  and  principles  of  the  Orange  societies,  and 
their  effects  upon  Ireland,  from  their  institution 
up  to  the  Union ;  from  which  period  their  more 
notable  atcbievements  will  find  their  order  in  the 
ensuing  history. 

Wexford      The  insurrection  of  Wexford,  which  was  th? 

uisurrec*  jj^Qg^;  formidable  and  bloody  of  any  in  Ireland, 
cannot  be  passed  unnoticed,  because  it  originate 
ed  out  of  Orajige  outrage.  There  had  long  ex^ 
isted  in  the  county  of  Wexford  a  nmnerous  party 
of  Protestants  marked  for  their  acrimony  to 
Catholics.  It  should  seem,  as  if  the  Orange 
emissaries  bad  not  thought  it  worth  their  while 
to  introduce  their  system  into  a  county,  in  which 
disunion  had  already  taken  such  deep  root. 
In  fact,  Orangism  was  little  known  in  that 
county  till  the  month  of  April,  1798,  when  it 
was  introduced  into  it  by  the  North  Cork  militia 
commanded  by  Lord  Kingsborough  (now  Earl  of 
Kin!::;ston.)  That  corps  superabounded  with 
Orangemen,*  who  were  encouraged  by  their  co^ 

lonel 

•  It  will  appear  by  the  1 4th  of  the  general  rules  for  th« 
gQvermneat  of  Orange  lodges,  among  the  Rulei  and  Reguw 


101 


lonel  in  displaying  the  triumpliant  insignia  of 
their  institution,  such  as  medals  and  Orange 
ribbands  at  their  breasts,  and  in  proselytizing  for 
their  order.  In  the  alarming  crisis  of  those 
times,  the  sure  favour  of  government  and  pro- 
tection of  the  military  gained  many  converts. 
The  propagation  of  their  sect  was  rather  Mahome- 
tan 

lotions  for  the  use  of  all  Orange  Societies,  printed  at  the  end 

of  this  introduction  :   '*  That  as  regiments  are  considered  as 

"  districts,  the  masters  of  all  regimental  lodges  do  make  half 

*'  yearly  returns  of  the  number,  names  and  rank  of  the  mem* 

"  bers  of  their  lodge,  to  the  secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 

**  but  they  sjiall  not  make  an  Orangeman,  except  the  officers, 

^*  nop-commissioned  o0icers  and  privates  of  their  respective 

'♦  regiments  ;  and  that  they  do  remit  to  the  Grand  Treasurer 

"  of  Ireland  the  half  yearly  subscription,  as  >veU  as  that, 

♦'  which  is  immediately  to  take  place."     This  accounts  for 

the  narrative  of  Mr.  Hay  (p.  175.)      *'  A  pitch,  cap  being 

*«  found  in  the  barrack  of  Wexford,    and  an  Orange  com- 

'*  mission  or  warrant,  appointing  a   serjeant  of  the  North 

*'  Cork  militia  to  found  an  Orange  lodge  in  the  town,  rouzed 

•'  the  people  from  the  utmost  tranquillity  to  the  highest  pilch 

•'  of  fury.     This  quickly  drew  together  great  numbers  in 

♦•  the  barrack  yard,  and  their  horror  of  the  Orange  system 

"  was  so  excited,  that  in  those  emblems  thev  imagined  thev 

'*  possessed  th^  most  convincing  proof  of  their  intended  ex- 

*'  termination.*'     Here  too,  as  in  other  parts,  the  introduction 

of  Orange  lodges  tended  wonderfully  to  extend  the  Union. 

Such  was  the  dread,  which  the  Catholics  conceived  of  the 

Orangemen,  that  they  readily  listened  to  the  insinuations  of 

the  few  United  Irishmen  in  that  county,  and  for  s^H'  preset* 

Tation  sheltered  their  individual  fears  under  collective  con- 

Sdenpe. 
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tan  than  Christian.  Terror  superseded  conviction, 
These  military  savages  were  permitted  both  by 
magistrates  and  officers,  in  open  day,  to  seize 
every  man  they  wished  or  chose  to  suspect  as  a 
Croppy y  and  drag  him  to  the  guard  house,  where 
they  constantly  kept  a  supply  of  coarse  linen 
caps,  besmeared  inside  with  pitch ;  and  when 
the  pitch  was  well  heated,  they  forced  the  cap 
on  his  head,  and  sometimes  the  melted  pitch 
running  into  the  eyes  of  the  unfortunate  victim 
superadded  blindness  to  his  other  tortures.  They 
generally  detained  him  till  the  pitch  had  so  cool- 
ed, that  the  cap  cotdd  not  be  detached  from  the 
head  without  caiTying  with  it  the  hair  and  blis- 
tered skin :  they  then  turned  him  adrift,  dis-r 
figured,  often  blind,  and  writhing  with  pain. 
They  enjoyed,  with  horrid  bursts  of  laughter,  the 
fiend-like  sport  of  seeing  their  victims  either  fall 
down,  or  knock  their  heads  against  the  walls,  in 
their  eager  but  blind  efforts  to  escape  their  tor-« 
turers.  This  caused  abhorrence  and  dread 
amongst  their  coimtrymen.  At  other  times  they 
rubbed  moistened  gunpowder  into  the  hair  in 
form  of  a  cross,  and  set  fire  to  it ;  and  not  un- 
frequently  sheared  ojS'  the  ears  and  nose  of  the 
tortured  croppy.  They  abused,  both  by  word  and 
action  every  female,  that  happened  to  have  a  tint 
of  green  in  her  apparel.  The  most  notorious  mas- 
ter of  these  infernal  sports,  both  for  invention 

and 
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and  execution,  was  a  serjeaiA  of  the  North  Cork 
militia,  nicknamed  Tom  the  Devil.  .These  atro- 
cities were  daily  renewed  and  continued  with 
impunity,  up  to  the  breaking  out  of  that  insur- 
rection. Those  Orange  fiends  never  dismissed 
•from  their  guard  house  an  unfortunate  victim 
without  expressing  their  inhuman  joy  by  savage 
yells  of  exultation.*    No  wonder  then,  that  the 

Wexford 

*  See  Mr.  Hay's  valuable  and  authentic  history  of  the  in- 
surrection of  the  County  of  Wexford,  (p.  58,)  ^  alihi.  That        «r 
gentleman  was  an  eye  witness  to  the  whole  of  the  Wexford/0>^ 
insurrection,  and  is  an  illustrious  instance  of  the  utility^ <{( 
coteroporary  history.  x  */ 

'With  difficulty  does  the  mind  yield  rehictant  credit  (A 

deb^ement  of  the  human  species.  The  spirit,  which  de^ 

it  to  that  abandonment,  is  of  no  ordinary  depravity.    ^ 

with  the    first  elements  of  social  nature,    and  shf 

wrenched  with  the  strongest  arm  of  power  from  the  si 

which  it  has  taken  root.     To  prevent  its  continuaq 

grovtth  in  Ireland,  by  developement  of  its  noxious  po\  I        If 

the  intent  of  this  publication.     The  knowledge  of  a  c  "**  ?    /        '/ 

evil  is  the   first  step  towards   its  removal.     The  ^'^ 

Ors^ngism  would  never  have  existed  in  the  country  ^! 

the  encouragement  and  countenance,  which  the  higr  4f  . 

gave  to  the  lower.     It  would  be  ancandid  to  retail 

.  -it' 

stances  of  the  bfutality  of  the  lower  9rders,  whiUf  i 

is  forthcoming  of  persons  of  fortune  and  educatiojft^  i 

more  brutalized  by  its  deleterious  spirit.     As  a  g^ 

respectability  was  passing  near  the  Old  Custonf 

sex-bn'dge,  Dublin,  in  the  afternoon  of  Whit-s 

two  spectacles  of  horror,  covered  with  pitch  and 

as  if  they  were  blind,  through  the  streets  arrested 


ft 

I. 
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Wexford  insurgency  assumed  a  degree  of  vindic- 
tive ferocity  known  to  ao  other  part  of  the 
kingdom.  It  became  a  contest  between:  Catho- 
lics and  Orangemen..  Of  this.  Sir  Richard  Mus- 
grave  has  afforded  (perhaps  unintended)  testimo- 
ny,  by  giving  the  copy  of  a  certificate*  signed 
by  a  Catholic  priest,  by  way  of  passport^  on  the 
memorable  day,  on  which  Wexford  was  evacuat 
ed,  and  Lord  Cornwallis  assumed  the  reins  of 

government. 

Tlie 

'^  They  were  closely  followed  out  of  the  Old  Custom-house  by 
^  liord  Kingsborough  and  Mr.  John  C.  Beresford,  whom  he 

*^qew,  etnd  by  an  officer  in  uniform  whom  he  knew  not. 

^^^•y  were  pointing  and  laughing  immoderately  at  these  tor- 

^^  i  fugitives.  One  of  them  was  John  Fleming,  a  ferry- 
^^  j)an,  and  the  other  Francis  Gough,  a  coach  smith.  They 
ha^itJL^^  unmercifully  flogged  to  extort  confessions ;  but 

;  *^^'inoneto  make,  they  were  called  out  on  this  festiyal, 
.eited  pitch  poured  over  tfieir  heads,  and  feathers  struck 
into  %  The  right  ear  of  Fleming  was  clipped  oiF,  and 
Gou^  lost  all  his  hair.  They  were  sent  adrift,  without  a 
rag  ol  clothes,  to  make-  their  escape  through  the  streets. 
Goug^  flagellation  was  superintended  by  Lord  Kingsborough, 
who  aldpst  at  every  lash  questioned  him  how  he  liked  it :  it 
was  sofcevere  as  to  have  couflned  him  six  months  to  his 
bed.  1|C  same  spirit  of  Orangism  moved  the  Colonel  in 
Dublin,  \nJ  his  sergeant  at  Wexford.  The  effects  of  that  ipi^ 
rit  can  oiiy  be  fairly  illustrated  by  facts.  These  have  been 
verified  tt  the  author  by  the  spectator  and  sufferer. 

^  "  A.^of  B.  in  the  parish  of  C.  has  done  his  duty,  and 
*'  provud  iimself  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  has  made  a  volun- 
*:^  tary  oai)>  that  he  never  was  an  Orangemon,  nor  took  the 
•♦.  Ofaiige  oath.      F.  J.    Broe.     Daiad   WcJ^ord,  June  ^1, 
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The  arriviJ  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  Ireland  Lord 
opens  a  new  scene  of  the  fatal  tragedy,  upon  y^^  arrives 
the  success  of  which  Mr.  Pitt  boasted  of  resting  ia  ire- 
his  reputation  with  posterity.  Lord  Camden  had^  ^^  ' 
long  solicited  his  recall.  But  the  measure  of  ex- 
haustion was  incomplete,  whilst  Ireland  could 
lift  an  eyelid.  The  terrifier  tocarae  aflfrighted. 
Ex  ungues  t  err  eat  umbras.  Mr.  Pitt  sent  over. 
Lord  Cornwallis  in  haste  and  trepidation  to  ad- 
minister emollients  and  restoratives  ;  and  should 
Jie  be  so  fortunate  as  to  discontinue  her  a^oni2- 
iug  throbs,  to  soothe  her  into  the  measure  of 
Union,  before  the  convalescent  should  haie 
caught  a  glimpse  of  full  recovery.  Mr.  Pitt  was 
a  master  of  stage  effeqt,  and  the '  subtlety,  with 
which  he  descended  to  t1ie  lowest  shifts  of  decep- 
tion was  unrivalled.  His  eloquence,  his  credit, 
even  his  ambition  gave  way  to  his  craft.  Lord 
Cornwallis,  the  minister  of  Mr.  Pitt's  views  upon 
Ireland  arrives  in  his  twofold  mission  (to  quell 
rebellion  and  enforce  the  Union)  armed  with  the 
double  power  of  civil  governor  and  mi]it;ary 
commander.  Unlike  to  his  two  immediate  pre- 
decessors, he  was  not  placed  under  the  tutelage 
of  the  Irish  managers,  but  directed  to  assume  a 
character  of  his  own,  apparently  indepandetit 
of  the  British  cabinet,  which  should  let  down  tlie 
power  of  the  Orangeman,  now  ^pmi  fo^niidft* 
ble  even  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  raise  the  Catholic  kito 
eonj&dence  and  assurance,  whilst  he  endeateitftd 
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to  seduce  him  to  the  treacherous  embraces  of  a 
legislative  Union.  In  the  execution  of  the  first 
part  of  rhis  commission.  Lord  Cornwallis  soon  ac- 
. quired  tlie  confidence  of  the  Cathoh'c  body,  and 
incurred  the  hatred  and  abhorrence  of  the  vi'holc 
Orange  faction.  Not; one  of  either  pai;;ty  was  at 
that  time  initiated  into  the  mysterious  game  the 
Irish  yiceroy  had  to  play  for  the  British  minister.  ^ 
•He  was  to  put  down  for  a  time  the  ferocity  of  the 
Orangeman  by  tlie  physical  force  of  the  Catho- 
lic ;  he  was  to  promise  emancipation,  as  the  price 
.  ^f  Union :  lie  was  to  forfeit  that  promise^  when  he 
had  received  the  stipulated  price  :  he  was  to  leave 
th^  ungracious  refusal  to  those,  who  were  known 
^upwilling  to  propose  and  unable  to  carry  the 
measure.. 


I/)rd  .  .  Lord  Cornwallis  was  as  much  tlie  tool  of  Mr. 
ji^j^^^'  Pitt,*  as  his  immediate  predecessor  Ix>rd  Cam- 
tool  of  den. 
Mr.  Pitt  . 

"    •(  iiOrd  Cornwallis  was  sent  over  hy  Mr.  Pitt  for  three  pur- 
poses:  1st,  To  put  down  ibe 'rebellion,  which  tvas  acqpiriiig 
•    more  strength,  than  tlie  exciiers  of  it  bad  intended.     2d,  To 
.*forcc  external  union  upon  the  convulsive  struggles  of  an  ago- 
,»  nizing  people,     ^d,  To  perpetuate  internal  discord,  by  keep- 
i^  on  foot  a  permttnent  body  oP  intolerants,  secretly  sworn 
to  proscription  and  persecution.     After  the  rebellion  had  been 
'  completely  extinguished  in  1798,  the  Catholic  was  wanted  and 
'  fUVsbmely  courted   by  .  the  Chief  Governor  to  supports  the 
hUBioo.;  Every  thiug  southing  and  flattering  was  done,  that 
jwTtf  trivial.     Every  thing  promised,  that  was  important  No- 

♦  thing 
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den.     The  degradation  of  Ireland^  by  the  sur- 
render of  her  political  existence  had  been  tfte 

p  2  implacable    V 
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thing  harsh,  grating,  or  irritating,  wa<<  in  the  mean  time  coun- 
tenanced or  permitti'd.     Internal  union,  harmony,  and  am^ 
nesty  were    the  stile,  spirit,  's^nd  order  of  the  Cs^tle.     No 
sooner  had  the  rebellion  been  put  doirn,  than  Sir  Richard' 
Mu^grave  was  set  to  work  by  the  party,  and  with  clerical  and 
other  aid,  he  soon  raked  together  an  undigested  heap  of  acri- 
monious falsehood  and  obloquy,  which  he  called  Memoirs  qf  / 
the  different  Rebellions  in  Irelai^d,     His  work  was  dedicated  by    ■ 
permission  to  Marquis  CorhwalHs^  and  was  afterwards  forced 
into  circulation  with  more  than  the  ordinary  countenance  of 
power.     His  Lordship,  it  appears,  in  accepting  the  dedica- 
ti6n  of  that  work,  which  was  completed,  and  might  hare 
been  published  long  before  the  Union  was  accomplished^  ac- 
companied th^  favor  with  an  indispensible  condition,  that  it 
should  n^t  make  its  Appearance,  tiil  that  great  master-piece  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  policy  should  have  been  finally  established.     Tbe 
work  was  well  known  to  Lord  Corn  wall  is  to  be  of  so  irritating 
-k  nature  to  the  Catholics,  as  to  endanger  the  measure  of 
Union  by  the  subtraction  of  their  support  had  it  appear^« 
whilst  opposition  could  be  available.     The   Union  passed. 
Lord  CornwalUs's  reason  for  keeping'the  work  suppressed  was 
gone  by.    The  injunction  was  dissolved.'  The  work  appeared,           r 
Lord  Cornwallis  in  a  private  letter  disclahned  hisj  acceptance 
ofHhe  acrimonbus  calumny^  Sir  Richard  Mnsgrave's  warmth  in             \- 
supporting  the  Union,  tradticing  Ireland,  and  calumniating  the 
Catholics,  was  rewarded  by  the  coHectorship  oi  the  City  of  I>qb- 
lin  Excise.    A  valuable  appointment,  which  he  still  enjoys*.  It 
was  not  given  to  him  by  Lord  Cornwailis,  for  that  might  not 
have  been  consistent ;  but  by  Lord  Hardwicke,  bis  succe^r« 
before  the  worthy  Baronet  had  enjoyed  an  opportunity  of  ren- 
dering any  services  to  his  Government.     In  historical  discus* 
sion  the  private  virtues  and  feelings  of  the  man  are  absorbed 


'  Ids 

implacablfe  resolve  of  that  ambitious  Statesman, 
f    ever  since  her  rejection  of  his  commercial  propo- 
sitions 

ih  iht  public  cbdli^actef  allotted  to  the  ittdivklual.  The  per»- 
^halili^ts  of  L6rtl  Hardwtcke  stand  eminently  conspicuoas. 
Bat  uheh  b^  skrtepteid  of  the  Vice-royalty  ef  Ireland,  undet 
tlt^  A(tmitti^trMidn  of  Mr.  Addington.  he  aood  before  the 
public  teAvelopfd,  not  only  with  the  mantle  of  royal  autl^o- 
i\lf,  bi>€  of  pergonal  responsibility  for  hisprop«r  management 
(tf  th^  eiecutire  poHers  of  government  in  Irelaiid.  .The  pft- 
^  tifODage  of  the  Gnowa  of  Ireland  flowed  iminediately  .  from 
llim^  ttt  vtpr^sett ting  the  person  and  «xeteuting  the  supreme 
will  of  thff  3ovet:eign.  What  confidence  thea  could  tbe  Irish 
jpipopl^rtposb  in  that  Governor^  who  in  th^  very  outset  of  his 
Ads&rnlstration  thought  fit  id  bestow  the  valuable  appoiotmerit 
4>fool!^Gtof  ship  of  the  City  of  Dublin  Excise  uponSSir  Richard 
MtKigrave  the  notorious  trodncer  of  his  country,  falsiiiet  6f  ber 
'lbiiory»  tind  disturber  of  her  peace.  One  of  the  Idst  ilcts  of 
l^Ord  Cbmwallis,  was  to  apprise  that  Baronet, .  through  Sir 
£.  B.  Littlebatles,  on  the  24th  March,  1801,  "  that  had  \m 
*^  Excellency  been  apprised  of  the  conteats  and  nature  of  the 
V  wotk^  bt  would  never  hiive  lent  the  sanction  of  his  name 
**  t6  ft  book,  ^bich  tends  so  strongly  to  revive  the  dreadf^dl 
•  *'  aitimosit,iea.  Which  hare  so  long  distracted,  this  country « and 
*^  ^hich  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  ^ subject  to  endeavour  to 
*'  eoinpoi^.^  One  of  the  first  acts  of  Lord  Hardwicke's  Go- 
tetnttient>  was  to  rewm*d  this  rmver  </  animosity  by  the  ap- 
i>ointment  to  b  toioti  valuable  situation  in  the  collection  of  the 
-  Wvjinue.  What  kre  ^he  obvious  rejections  upon  this  transac- 
tk>ri?  That  the  Baronet  did  the  work  of  his  task-masters; 
and  though  one  of  them  squeamishly  disclaimed  his  order, 
yet  another  in  suppoit  of  the  system  piid  the  Wages  of  his 
contract,  and  penhitted  him  to  enlarge  and  extend  by  tw0 
edttiotn  that  very  Work,  whith  had  been  so  formally  de« 

nounced 


ations  ift  1785.     With  this  view  he  debauched 
Ireland,  under  the  Duke  of  Rutland     He  re- 
established her  dependanee  upon  the  British  Mi- 
tn^ter  through  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,* 
He  weakefied  her  under  the  Farl  of  Westmore* 
Ian<l.      He  tantalized^  and  taunted  her  by  the 
ti*atisfit  of  Earl  FilzWilb'am.     He  exasperated  her 
under  the  Earl   of  Camden.     He  debased  her 
under  Marquis  Cornwallis.     And  by  continuing 
the  Earl  of  Hardwicke  in  his  Government,  he 
ins]dion§!y  riveirted  by  pretending  to  lighten  her 
fetters.     To  each  governor  he  allotted  his  part4 
Lords  West«K)reland   and  Camden   he  handed 
over  Without  re8er\^  or  controul  to  his  Irish  ma- 
nagers :  those  rety  men,  whom  he  permitted  on 
certahi  conditions  to  monopolize  for  a  time  the 
whole  power  of  the  State,  under  the  insidious 

pretext 

Hounced  ak  t<^iidmg  to  revive  the  dreadful  aniitiiMitiefi  of  the 
«Da&tfry«  whicti  it  was  the  duty  ef  every  good  subject  to  com- 
pose. To  the  public  virtues  of  which  of  the  three  actors  in 
this  transaction  does  treJand  oWe  the  most  gratitude  ?  The  sin- 
cerity of  the  Marquis,  thetMicaiy  and  justice  of  the  jEarl^ 
bt  the  pttCf  iotism  b(  the  Baronet  ? 

•  On  the  Gala  given  in  Dublin  upon  the  King's  recovery, 
aAer  tiiat  nobleman  Lad  regained  his  tx^jority  in  parliament 
aigaio^  tlid  patriotic  supporters  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  right 
td  an  nn^euered  regency*  he  proposed,  after  the  health  of 
^ijr  Ms^ties  had  been  drunk*  not  mei-ely  in  priority  to,  but 
HtexclnsioQ  to  the  Prince  of  Wide?,  the  health  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  fritnd  qf  Ireland  /  /  / 
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pretext  of  supporting  Protestant  ascandanci/^'  For 
this  be  allowed  them  to  wear  th^  vizor  :  he  well 
knew  this  baseness  of  their  servitude,  and  the, 
mischief  of  their  deeds.  Lords  Cornw^lis  and 
Hardwicke  played  Mr.  Pitt'^  game  as  faithfully 
by  curbing  and  chastening  t^e  pruriency  and  fe-ii 
rocity  of  the  Orangeman,  as  Lord  Camden  jbad 
by  permitting  his  managers  to  stimulate  him  to 
outrage. 

Conduct  The  natiire  of  this  disquisition  require^  a  faith- 
OranL-  ^^  (rtitline,  at  least,  of  the  more  prominent  feate 
men  after  of  Orangemen,  and  of  the  understanding,  which 

the  reL)el" 

lion.  subsisted  between  them  and  the  Gof^jnmejit 
during  the  interval  between  the  close  of  the  re? 
bellion,  and  the  birth  of  its  forced  and  unnatur^ 
issue  the  Uliion.  Veneris  monumenta  nefctndUe. 
When  Mr.  Pitt  came  to  look  closely  down  the 
precipice,  to  the  verge  of  which  he  had  forced 
this  valuable  portion  of  his  Majesty's  inherir. 
tance,**  he  recoiled  with  horror  at  Ws  Own  teme- 

rity,  and  insidiously  enlarged  the  powers  of  the 
chief  governor  to  any  extent,  which  in  his  dis- 
cretion he  might  find  necessary  to  impress  tlje 

people 

•  When  Dr.  M^Nevin  was  under  examination  of  the  Secret 
Committee,  lie  answered  a  question  put  to  him  by*  Sir  John 
Parnell,  thus.  *'  People  agree,  that  if -the  insurrection  of  a 
"  few  counties  in  Leinster>  unskilfully  as  itwas  directed,  was 
'-'  so  near  overthrowing  the  Government,  a  general  rbiog 
"  would  have  freed  Ireland/'  (P*  T*^') 


Ill 

'  ■■ , .    -.  ■'     '      .  .         -  ■■■     ■ 

people  with  a  conviction,  that  a  penn'anciit  in- 
version _  of  the  system  was .  since'rery  meant. 
Little^  anxious  was  he  for  the  consequences  of 
future  disappointment  and  indignation  of  the  peo- 
ple^ provided  the  temporary  deception  answer- 
ed his  purpose  of  ensnaring  theni  into  the  Union. 
Caution  and  tenderness  were  in  the  mean  time 
strongly-  recommended  not  to  drive  the  asceiid-. 
ancy  party  into  revolt,  but  occasionally  to  be- 
itow  honors  and  rewards  on  some  of  their  more 
violent .  leaders,  should  it  be  found  necessary  to 
,keep  them  steady  in  their  ratnks,  and  above  all  to 
prevent  desertion  and  disunion  amongst  the  sub 
altems  sworn  into  their  service  by  the  oath  of 
secrecy.  To  the  effects  of  these  instructions  are 
to  be  Ascribed  the  knighthood  and  pension  con- 
ferred on  Sir  Thomas  Judkin  Fitzgerald,  the  She- 
riff of  Tipperary,  against  whom  a  jury  had 
.  found  ^500  damages,  for  having  flogged  nearly 
to  death  a  respectable  gentleman,  Mr.  Wright^* 
.  merely  for  having  in  his  pocket  a  note  of  excuse, 
written  in  the  French  language.  Parliament,  on 
the  virtuous  opposition  of  Mr.  Yelverton,  re- 
jected his  petition  to  be  indemnifled  in  that  in- 
stance, but  instantly  passed  an  act  to  indemnify- 
all  Magistrates  and  officers  prospectively,  who 
should  exceed  the  law  in  like  cases.  He  was 
.honoured  and  rewarded,  as  stated. 

The 

t  N.  B.  He  is  second  cousin  to  Mr.  Shaw/  the  member  for 
Dublin. 
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Oraogism      The  keeping  certain  corps  of  Orange  Yeo- 
Ulli      '^'^^ry  ^^  permanent  duty  for  insufficient  or  vrorse 

was  put  reasons  must  be  laid  to  the  like  account!'  .Ce^- 
^°*  tain  comtnahders  of  these  corps,  in  thi?  county 
of  Tipperary  fabricated,  secreted,  and  disco- 
vered pikes  in  pails  of  tlie  country,  which  ivere 
perfectly  tranquil,  in  order  that  they  miglit  be  in 
the  receipt  of  their  men's  pay,  who  were  all 
their  tenants,  and  which  they  withheld  for  rent. 
Those  same  gentlemen  were  also  in  the  \incon- 
trouled  habit  of  holding  mock  sessions  (j)ver  their 
bottle,  after,  dinner,  under  tlie  insurrection  act, 
ajid  sentencing  without  trial  lo  transportation 
.  any  of  their  neighbours  they  found  troublesome 
or  disagreeable,  that  were  brought  before  them.* 
The  patricide  alone  would  suppress  the  crymg 
enorniity  of  orders  systematically  given  to  the 
ffifierent  corps  of  yeomanrj^  into  which,  says 
their  advocate  and  encomiast,'  Sir  Richard  Mus- 
grave,f  **  tlije  loyal  Orangemen  were  instantly 
admitted,  and  of  which  they  formed  by  far 
the  most  considerable  pjart.  *'  The  feeliftgs  and . 
judgment  of  the  reader  are  most  specially  sum- 
moned to  be  aJive  to  every  circumstance  attend- 
mg  the  deliberate  and  inhuman  murder  of  Tho-' 
mas  Dogherty  by  Hugh  WoUaghan.! 

Thomas 

•  itov.  White  »df  Goring.  K  R.  Micb.  IfiOO.  ;Wh«jre  these 
And  viany  more  outrageous  doings  of  those  Magistrates  are 
proved  by  numerous  affidavits  filed  in  the  cause. 
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Tliomas  Doglierty  was  a  sick  lad  lying  on  Murdwof 
the  lap  of  his  mother  in  lier  cabin,  in  which  si-,]^^°^o^^ 
tuation  he   was  most  inhumanly  murdered  byJaghana 


WoUaghan  a  Yeoman.*  For  this  atrocious  mur-  2n^^* 
der  Wollaghan  was  brought  to  trial  before  a  conse- 
court  martial,  of  which  the  Earl  of  Enniskillen  'l"^""^^*' 
was  president. f  Every  circumstance  of  aggra- 
vatiou  was  fully  proved.  No  attempt  was  made 
to  disprove  a  particle  of  the  evidence.  But  a 
'  justification  was  set  up,  that  the  horrid  murder 
had  been  committed  under  a  regular  order  of 
the  commanding  officer.  And  what  forsooth 
was  that  order  ?  That  if  any  Yeoynan  on  a 
scouring  party  (which  were  almost  daily)  should 
meet  with  any,  xchom  he  knew  or  suspected  to  be 
a  rebel,  he  need  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  bringing 
him  in,  but  was  to  shoot  him  on  the  spot.  This 
order,  and  the  constant  acting  up  to  it  by  the 
corps  was  proved  by  one  private,  one  serjeant, 
and  two  lieutenants  of  Yeomanry.  Captain  Ar- 
cher swore,  that  Wollaghan  was  a  sober  and  di- 
ligent man,  ready^to  obey  his  officers,  and  an 
acquisition  to  the  corps.  Captain  Gore  con- 
firmed Captain  Archer's  evidence  in  every  parti- 

Q  cular; 

•  The  particulars  of  this  moving  case  are  minutely  detailed 
in  Hist.  Rev.  3  vol.  p.  810. 

\  The  other  members  of  the  court-martial  were 
Major  B  own,  L.  I.  D.         C«nptain  Irwin,  Fermanagh, 
Captain  Onge,  ditto.  Captain  Carter,  R.  1.  D. 

Capt.  Lesley,  Fermanagh,     Lieutenant  Summers,  ddth. 
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cular ;  and  added^  tbat  other  corps  had  similar 
orders  in  other  districts.  Here  the  defence 
clo66d>  ^nd  the  court  acquitted  the  prisoner. 
Need  it  be  oUerved,  that  here  an  Orange  mur- 
derer was  acquitted  by  sympathising  Orange 
judges  and  jurymen.  A  court  martial  acts  upon 
oath  in  both  characters.  The  profligacy  was  too 
rank,  not  to  be  publicly  stigmatized  by  Lord 
Comwallis.  The  Union  was  yet  at  an  awful  and 
uncertain  distance ;  and  he  had  it  in  command 
to  persuade  the  people,  that  he  was  sent  over  to 
invert  the  system  of  Orange  impunity  and  remu- 
neration. The  following  official  letter  was  ac- 
cordingly written  to  General  Craig. 

''  Dublin,  October  18,  1793. 
''  Sir, 

Having  laid  before  the  L(5rd  Lieutenant 
the  proceedings  of  a  general  court  martial, 
held  by  your  orders  in  Dublin  Barracks,  on 

•*  Saturday  the  13th  instant,  of  which  Colonel, 
the  Earl  of  Enniskillen  is  president,  I  am  di- 

'^  rected  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Excellency 
entirely  disappro?es  of  the  sentence  of  the 

*'  al)ove  court  martial  acquitting  Hugh  Wol- 
laghan  of  a  cruel  and  deliberate  murder,  of 
which  by  the  clearest  evidence  he  appears  to 
have  been  guilty.  Lord  Cornwallts  orders 
the  court  martial  to  be  immediately  dissolved, 

*'  and  directs,  that  Hugh  Wollaghan  be  dis- 

"  missed 
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V  missed  from  tbe  corps  of  Yeomanry,  in  which 
''  he  served,  and  that  herSbaU  not  be  received 
^'  into  any  other  corps  of  Yeomanry  in  this 
**  kingdom.  His  Excellency  further  desires, 
'^  that  the  above  may  be  read  to  the  president 
^'  and  the  members  of  the  court  martial  in  op^u 
^^  court.     I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

''  H.  TAYI.OR,  Sec, 
**  Lieut.  Gen.  Craig,  &c.  &c, 

"  P.  S.  I  am  also  directed,  tliat  a  new  court 
'*  martial  be  immediately  conv^ned^  for  t\}p  trial 
"  of  such  prisoners,  as  may  be  brought  before 
**  them,  and  that  none  of  the  officers,  who  sat 
**  upon  Hugh  WoUaghan  l>e  admitted  as  mem- 
''  bers.^ 

Intlieyear  1 799,  amongst  several  regiments  Orwige. 
of  English  militia,  which  liad  volunteered  their  "f"  P"^ 
feervices  to  help  to  put  down  the  rebellion,  was  amongst 
that  of  Cambridgeshire,  commanded  by  the  Earl  f.^®  ^?* 
of  Kardwicke.      Hence   several  circumstances  menfs, 
highly  material  to  this  disquisition  have  come 
to  light,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  bu* 
ried  like  so  many  others  in  Orange  darkness. 
It  appears,  that  the  Change  emissaries  were  very 
active  in  proselyti;jing  amongst  the  different 
corps  then  newly  arrived  from  England.    When 

q.  «  the 
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the  unsuspixjious  character  of  the  English  is  con- 
sidercd,  and  the  natural  forwardness  of  the  sol- 
dier to  profess  even*  to  ostentation  his  zeal  and 
loyalty  for  the  King  is  taken  into  the  scale,  no 
wonder,  that  by  plausible  aifectationof  extraor- 
dinary loyalty  and  zeal  for  religion,  many  Eng- 
lishmen were  induced  to  become  members  of  so- 
cieties, which  professed  to  have  no  other,  than 
these  laudable  objects  in  view.  No  preliminary 
communication  of  the  terms  or  obligation,  no 
probationary  trial  preceded  the  engagement.  Un* 
guarded  confidence  induced  several  English  offi- 
Qers  aqd  soldiers  to  swear  to  the  Orange  obliga- 
tio  1  Reflection  could  only  ensue  the  kqow- 
ledge  acquired  by  having  sworn.  The  shame 
and  repentance  at  having  blindly  entered  into  a 
solemn  obligation  on  oath,  the  personal  dread 
of  divulging  the  secrets  of  men  of  no  mild  or 
forgiving  disposition,  the  conscientious  qualms 
'^^''  at  bavins:  taken  an  oath  either  of  c^lennhmtion, 
or  of  conditional  allcgiuncc,  operated  variously 


*'*;:'  / 


l.'l^ 


^" ' '  '  upon  the  reflecting  and  penitent  minds  of  the 
unthinking  jurors,  and  left  them  all  under  con* 
sidcrable,  and  different  degrees  of  embarrass- 
;nent  and  perplexity'.* 

The 

*  These^ffects  have  not  been  unfrequcnt  even  amongst  tlie 
Ivish.  But  few  have  the  resolution  to  avow  their  own  shame 
or  repentance  at  what  they  have  unadvisedly  done.  The  au» 
thor  has  been  assured  by  a  gentleman  of  veracity,  that  he  was 
giie  of  a  mixed  company  of  27,  who  dined  with  Sir  William 

Stamer 
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The  noble  f  olonel  of  the  Cambridgeshire  mi-  Lord 
litia,  by  some' means  or  other  became  so  stronsflv  ^.*^^". 

OQ  *"    Wick6  S 

impressed  wiip  the  mischief  of  those  Orange  order 
Societies  (none  otlier  then  existed  in  Ireland),  ag*'*^*^ 

entering 

tliat  he  found  it  expedient  tu  issue  the  following  into 
Order.  P"?"** 

_  lodges. 

"  Dublin,  April  17,  1799. 

I 

**  REGIMENTAL  ORDER. 

**  The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  having  been  in- 
formed, that  several  lodges  and  societies  exist 
in  this  town,  and  other  parts  of  Ireland, 
formed  for  party  and  other  mischievous  pur- 
poses, under  various  denominations,  makes  it 
his  particular  request  to  all  the  officers  not  to 
suffer  themselves  to  become  members  of  any 
of  them.  And  all  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers  are  strictly  forbidden  to  be  mem- 
bers of  any  such  lodges  or  societies,  or  to 
frequent  them  under  any  pretence.  Any  man 
discovered  to  have  transgressed  this  order, 
must  expect  the  consequences  of  such  disobe* 

"  dience/' 


Htamisr  (the  present  Lord  Major  of  Dublin).  When  that 
gentleman  said  openly  at  his  own  table,  in  the  presence,  and 
to  the  visible  mortification  of  several  Brother  Orangemen, 
that  after  long  importunities  he  had  at  last  been  sworn  in  an 
Orangeman  :  that  he  had  attended  one  lodge  night,  but  that 
no  earthly  consideration  should  ever  induce  him  to  attend 
another. 
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"  diencc."  Lord  Hardwicke  hii  full  credit  for 
having  acted  in  this  ioatance  uprlKbtly  and  pru- 
dently. As  colonel  of  tlie  Cambridgeshire  n^i- 
litiai  having  no  controul  over  other  persons  in 
Ireland^  than  those,  who  composed  his  own  re* 
gimenty  he  forbad  his  men,  as  far  as  his  power 
over  them  extended,  to  become  Orangemen ;  be- 
cause the  Orange  Societies  were  formed  for  party 
and  other  miichkvous  purposes.  Lord  Hard* 
wicke  then  was  too  honorable  and  too  honest  to 
pass  a  sentence  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  of 
such  indiscriminate  reprobation,  against  societies 
Joudly  professing  the  most  refined  zeal  and  loy- 
alty for  Church  and  King,  unless  he  well  knew 
their  professions  belied  their  principles  and  their 
practices^  His  Lordship  then  acted  upon  the 
unchecked  impulse  of  his  native  feeling  and 
judgment  He  was  still  unmannacled  by  po<r 
litics,* 

The 

•  In  the  year  ISO*,  the  auihor  published  a  Postliminoaa 
Prtftct  to  Ilia  Historical  Review  ef  the  Sute  of  Ireland,  in 
whieh  Kl  9aid  "  that  the  quintescence  of  Orangism  was  ne- 
'*  cessarily  productive  of  diRunion  and  enmity  between  th^ 
i9^mbeF6  of  the  Orange  clubs  and  those,  who  could  not  be 
admitted  into  them.  The  prevailing  bolief,  that  their  Vice- 
roy^  wh^a  colonel  of  the  Cambridgeshire  mihtiaj  had  been 
^*  ?woro  into  an  Orange  lodge,  (the  author  has  not  attempte4 
'*  t9  verify  ttie  fjsu;t)  teod^  to  weaken  the  personal  confidence 
"  of  Xhos^,  who  cQiifidered  tA\  Orangemen  indiscriminately 
f'  bounden  by  ties  and  engagements  adyerse  to  the  Catholic 

•<  iQterests^ 
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The  verification  of  the  fact  of  Lord  Hard- 
*wicke*s  having  been  sworn  into  an  Orange  lodge 
in  the  year  l'/'99,  is  not  matter  of  mere  curiosity. 
It  is  not  to  be  presumed,  that  after  he  had  pub- 
lished that  prohibition  to  his  regiment>  pver 
which  alone  he  had  controul,  to  become  mem- 
bers of  any  such  society,  formed  for  party  and 
Mib^r  THischievoiis  purposes^   he  himself  should 

have 


«'  inteiests,  and  who  experimentally  remarked  the  exclusive 
**  preference  and  predilection  of  the  members  of  that  society 
**  in  the  dispensation  of  grace  and  favor  from  the  Castle." 
When  the  2d  edition  of  that  Preface  was  in  the  press  in  Dub- 
tin*  Mr«  Alexander  Marsden,  the  most  confidential  and  active 
Secretary  un^er  X-ord  flardwicke,  d«livered  to  the  author's 
publisher  a  copy  of  the  above  regimental  order,  which  he  de- 
sired might  be  transmitted  to  him  in  London  ;  but  without 
message  or  comment.  It  was  received,  and  inserted  in  the 
!?d  edition,  with  some  appropriate  observations  founded  upon 
wishes  almost  amounting  to  conviction,  that  his  Excellency 
never  had  been  sworn  into  an  Orange  lolge.  Having  since 
that  time  gone  through  a  laborious  investigation  of  that  whole 
system,  the  author  now  finds  tenfold  necessity  for  urging  hi^ 
concluding  observation  upon  that  regimental  order,  contained 
in  the  Dublin  edition  of  his  Postlimi nous  Preface,  publisiied 
by  Fitzpatrick,  in  ISO!-.  *'  U  is  to  be  lamented,  that  when 
**  this  noWe  Colonel  became  the  Chief  Governor  of  Ireland. 
**  some  xict  of  state  was  not  passed  for  checking  or  breaking 
•*  up  all  those  lodges  or  societies^/v/t«rrf  for  partij  and  other 
**  ndschkvous purposes,  the  evil  tendency  of  which  liis  Lofd- 
**  ship  once  so  clearly  saw  and  prudently  gutardcd  his  regi-. 
*^  aient  against. 
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have  entered  amongst  them.*  The  knowledge  of 
the  mischievous  nature  and  purposes  of  the 
Orange  societies,  produced  that  excellent  order 
from  Lord  Hardwicke.  Within  two  years  from 
the  date  of  it  he  was  appointed  Chief  Governor 
of  Ireland.  Thenceforth  every  relation  between 
him  and  the  Orange  societies  altered.  But  the 
purposes  of  the  societies  were  not  changed.  Nor 
did  his  Lordship's  knowledge  of  those  purposes 
cease.  It  would  be  irregular  now  to  anticipate 
that  noble  lord's  conduct,  during  an  administra- 
tion of  five  years;  it  will  form  the  principal 
part  of  the  ensuing  volume.  But  from  the  time 
his  Lordship  enlisted  himself  in  the  service  of 
Mr  Addington,  who  entered  into  office  under 
the  avowed  pledge  of  resisting  Catholic  claims, 
he  was  initiated  into  the  use,  which  was  to  be 
made  of  these  praetorian  bands :  he  found  that 

the 

*  After  much  enquiry  the  author  has  not  ascertained 
the  fact.  Had  not  his  Lordhsip  been  sworn  in,  some  de- 
nial or  disclaimer  would  probably  have  accompanied  the 
copy  of  the  regimental  order,  which  appears  to  have  beea 
given  with  the  direct  view  of  negativing  that  supposition. 
His  Lordsliip  having  once  dined  »t  Mr.  Beresford's  riding- 
house  by  special  invitation  from  all  the  Orange  I>odges  of 
Dublin,  who  collected  there  on  that  occasion,  it  was  not 
unreasonable  to  presume  him  a  member  of  their  body.  It 
is  however  no  proof  of  his  having  been  initiated.  His 
Lordship's  conduct,  when  at  the  head  of  the  Governmei>t» 
furnished  no  grounds  for  counteracting  that  general  pre- 
sumption.    But  Orange  secrecy  baffles  all  enquiry. 
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the  party  and  other  mischievous  purposes,  fbr 
which  those  societies  were  formed,  made  the 
basis  of  that  system,  to  the  support  of  which  h6 
had  lent  his  character  and  name.  The  conscious 
knowledge  of  the  purposes,  for  whichthe  Orange 
societies  were  formed,  casts  a  peculiar  shade  up^ 
on  every  act  of  his  government,  by  which  th^ 
Orangemen  were  actively  or  passively  affecte4* 
Be  it  generally  observed,  that  during  Lord  PtarjJ- 
wicke's  administration  of  five  years,  no  vice-regil 
act  was  passed,  which  bore  the  most  distant  ana- 
logy to  the  regimental  order  of  the  1 7th  of  April 
1790. 

Destractive  and  horrible  a^  have  been  the  Evil  pf 
enormities  of  Orangemen  upon  the  nation  since  Qran^g^m 
their  institution,  yet  the  evil  of  instituting  th/e  on  foot, 
society,  giving  countenance  to  its  progress,  an$l 
indemnity  to  its  outrages  is  far  short  of  the 
mischief  of  keeping  it  on  foot,  and  embodied 
under  the  *  protection  and  favor  of  government. 
Their  former  excesses  were  a  temporary  breach 
of  internal  peace  and  concord  :  their  subsistence 
is  a  perpetuation  of  national  rancor  and  dis- 
union. The  existence  of  such  a  body  is  incom- 
patible with  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  Ire- 
land *.  and  without  the  full  and  cordial  energies 
of  Ireland,  the  British  empire  cannot  withstand 
the  enemy.  With  the  late  political  revolutioijs 
of  empires  the  revolution  in  the  mind  of  man 

R  ha^ 


M 


122 

has  kept  pace.  In  some  instances  it  has  Im- 
proved, However  civil  freedom  may  have  suf- 
fered, religious  slavery  and  persecution  have  eve- 
ry whepece^sed  to  exist,  except  in  this  Protestant 
united  kingdom.  We  have  ever  been  shamefully 
,  tardy  in  foilovs^ing  the  most  enlightened  example, 
)vhen  it  originated  from  the  continent.  After 
how  many  years  of  bigotted  pertinacity  did 
X^rd  Chesterfieid  shame  us  out  of  the  stupidity 
of.  rejecting  the  Gregorian  calendar,  and  adopt- 
ing the  New  Stile  ? 

Mischief       That  serious  conviction  of  the  national  mischief 
of  coun-   Qf  ^j^g  Orange  societies,  which  has  brought  forth 

tenancmg      ^  /^  ^  '  o 

known      this  disquisition,  necessary  calls  for  the  disclo- 
^     '       sure  of  some  facts   in  illustration  of  the   sys- 
tem carried  on  out  of  the  intervening  period 
between  the    rise  of  Oranjgism  on  the  21st  of 
September  1 795,  and  the  commencement  of  the 
Union  on  the  1st  of  January  1801^    The  sin- 
gular   and    astonishing   circumstance    of   Lord 
Hardwicke's  prohibiting   1000   men  under  his 
military  and  quahfied  command  in  1799,  to  be- 
come  members  of  any  of  those  societies,  which 
he  knew  and  declared  to  be  formed  for  party 
and  other  mischievous  purposes y  and  his  not  for- 
bidding nor  preventing  one  out  of  five  millions, 
over  whom    he  sopn  after  exerfeised  sovereign 
command  for  five  years,  from  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  those  very  societies,  which  during   that 

period 
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period  be  cherished  and  kept  embodied,  forms  a 
political  problem,  which  it  would  be  hardly  safe 
to  resolve.*  Eleven  years  have  elapsed,  since 
Lord  Hardwicke,  as  colonel  of  a  militia  regiment 
found  it  necessary,  for  the  good  of  his  Majesty*s 
service,  to  publish  the  regimental  order  of  the 
17th  of  April  1799.  During  five  of  those 
years  his  lordship  exercised  by  deputation  the 
executive  power  of  Government  in  Ireland,  and 
Orangism  was  preserved  and  strengthened  in 
spirit  and  numbers.  At  the  close  of  the 
eleventh  year  from  the  issuing  of  that  regi- 
mental order,  a  General  commanding  an  im- 
portant district  in  England  finds  it  neces-* 
sary  for  the  good  of  the  service,  and  the 
security  of  the  state,  to  pronounce  in  general 
orders,  a  stronger  condemnation  of  the  OrangQ 
system  in  1810,  than  Lord  Hardwicke  had 
in  1799-  The  reflecting  reader  will,  with 
surprize,  and  not  without  horror  and  dismay, 
mark  the  identity  of  ground,  the  similarity  of 
tendency,  and  the  increased  necessity  of  the 
latter  order. 

The 

•  The  revolting  depravities^  ivhich  St.  Paul  so  strongly  d^ 
picted  as  objects  of  abhorrence  and  avoidance  to  Christians*  in 
his  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  were  seen  and  perhaps  practised 
by  the  Philosophic  Bard,  and  other  leading  men  of  his  day  ; 
but  Video  meliora proboque ;  deter iora  sequor,  Th«  decline  an4 
fall  of  Roman  greatness  rapidly  followed* 


••  V.   i 
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Ceneral 

Cock- 

burne's 

orders 

a^inst 

Orang- 


The  llth  Infantry  lately  formed  part  of  the 
brigade  linder  the  cdmmand  of  Major  General 
Cockburne,  then  quartered  at  Chelilisford  in 
Essex,  Xbat  regiment  had  been  lately  recruited 
entirely  from  the  Irish  militia,  of  whom  a  large 
portion  were  Orangemen,  Scarcely  had  they 
arrived,  than  they  began  to  display,  (as  the 
North  Cork  had  been  taught  by  their  Colonel) 
riie  inflammable  insignia  of  their  order  Orange 
ribbands  and  emblems  at  their  breasts :  and  as 
the  North  Cork  did  at  \Wxteird,  they  attempt^ 
cd  to  form  Oiauge  lo^jjes,  and  propagate  their 
order  ih  Essex.*  Tht  party  and  other  mischievous 
purposes  of  these  proceedings    \frere  not  per* 

ceived 


^  in  ihi  iixaU  y^aif  o?  the  6ratigt  lJyiia%  dne  ^trd  indi- 
Vmbhi  ^heh  Tftotoa^  V^riler  wA6  Gratid  Mastet,  and  Joha 
Clau^iiQsBeresiford  Grsiod  S^retar^;  thtf  (Irdsfpective  VteWs  of 
Ibe  body  U  large,  and  the  special  missioD  pf  their  individual 
dignitaries  wtie  enlarged  to  pre[)are  t}ie  ways  of  peace  and 
iiniou  over  the  whole  fage  of  the  einpire.  Their  ;seal  was  to 
ife  ob'ionger  stmted  to  Ireland :  but  frdm  the  10th  of  January 
HtX),  (the  tB6m6r&htie  ^raof  ikt  leviaidn  and  ultimate  settle- 
ment of  their  legislative  code)  it  was  to  range  over  a  widet 
£eld>  as  the  blessed  precursor  and  co  operator  in  the  incorpo* 
t^tidn  oi  the  two  (kingdoms.  It  may  accordingly  be  seen,  th;^t 
what  (ieneinl  Cockburne  has  found  necessary  to  resist  in  the 
year  1810,  had  been  preordained  ten  years  before  by  the  in« 
Spited  eode  of  the  Oblige  ]nstitilt<e.  The  lOth  of  theif 
secret  articles,  h  ying  t\iU  ext^hsioin  of  their  societies  in  View, 
Enacts,  '^  that  any  (Jrangeniafii  who  acts  contrary  to  thes^ 
^  rules,  shall  be  expelled,  and  th^  same  imported  to  all  the 
i^.  lodges  in  the  kingdom  arUi  ^kd^hiff^,'^ 


as 

ceived  by  their  British  fellow-soWiers,  to  whom 
the  principles  and  practices  of  the  Orange  So- 
cieties were  yet  unknown.  Tlie  rancor  and  pro- 
vocation  manifested  thereupon  hy  such  of  the 
Irish  recruits,  as  were  not  Orangemen,  became 
alarming,  and  General  Cockbutne,  whose  hc^ad 
and  heart  do  credit  to  his  country,  well  knowing 
the  fatal  consequences  of  the  encouragement 
given  to  the  mischievous  system  of  Orangism  in 
bis  native  land,  issued  the  following 

*'  GENERAL  ORDERS. 
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**  It  is  Major  General  Cockburne's  positive 
order,  that  no  soldier  in  the  garrison  presiime 
to  wear  any  badge  or  mark  of  party.  Com- 
**  mauding  officers  of  regiments,  and  all  offi- 
**  cers  are  to  confine  any  man,  who  dares  to 
**  wear  any  ribband  or  emblem,  which  might 
**  create  disputes  amongst  the  men.  Officers 
**  and  soldiers  are  to  wear  their  uniforrti  in  gar* 
risoii  strictly  according  to  the  King's  regula- 
tions. It  must  be  evident,  that  this  order  ap- 
plies chiefly  to  the  Irish  soldiers^  The  mis- 
chief, which  all  such  party  divisions  occasion 
'*  to  the  State  is  unfortunately  too  severely  felt 
**  in  Ireland  :  nothing  of  the  kind  can  be  al- 
^*  lowed   of  here.     Soldiers  have  no  concerns 

"  with 
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*^  with  such  matters*  They  shoulcf  serve  hi^ 
"  Majesty  and  their  country  with  unanimity, 
'^  which  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  do,  if  a 
**  spirit  of  party  be  allowed  in  a  battalion.'* 


EfTectsof  The  pure  loyalty,  which  dictated  these  orders 
those  or-  iq  General  Cockburne,  in  order  to  Iceep  out  the 
spirit  of  Orangism  from  his  district,  more  than 
justifies  the  author's  attempt,  to  expose^its  effects 
upon  a  population  of  five  millions,  whose  peace 
and  happiness  it  renders  unattainable,  and  whose 
cordiality  in  defence  of  the  empire  it  paralizes  or 
extinguishes.  Whoever  knows  the  situation  of 
a  mine,  cannot  innocently  permit  his  friends 
without  warning  to  expose  themseh-es  to  the 
explosion.* 

The 

•  Proof  of  Orange  perseverance  in  persecuting  an  indivi- 
dual for  15  years  demonstrates  the  enflamed  continuance  of 
that  rartcorous  ferocity,  in  which  the  society  was  engendered, 
Und  which  it  can  only  lose  with  its  existence.  It  has  been  be« 
foret  -observed,  that  Mr  Coile  had  been  driven  from  Lurgan 
for  having  made  a  successful  stand  against  some  Orange  Ma- 
gistrates  of  Armagh ;  and  that  he  fled  to  Dublin<(  thither 
persecution  had  followed  him.  Passing  over  for  the  present  a 
•^riety  of  flagrant  revenge  eSercised  upon  him  by  the  Orange 
party  during  the  space  of  time,  which  comprises  the  history  of 
the  ensuing  volume,  it  is  fitting  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
reader  by  anticipation  to  a  recent  document,  which  becomes 
important  by  exhibiting  the  unabated  implacability  of 
that  party.  In  the  proceedings  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Linen 
t0d  Hempen  3Iam{fQCtures  of  Ireland^  from  the  5th  of  July  1809, 

ta 
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The  great  question  of  emancipating  between  Quenlon 
four  and  five  millions  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  ^^^anl 
awaiting  the  deliberation  of  the  Imperial  Parlia-  cipation, 
ment  is  not  to  be  frittered  into  insignificancy, 
nor  defeated  by  forced  squabblings  about  royal 
t^etoSj    bickerings  upon   accredited  agency,    or 
shiftings  behind  violated  pledges  and  retracted 
errors.     It  is  a  question  of  truth  and  justice: 
they  are  invariable,  and  will  ultimately  prevail 
even    against    the    intolerancy    of    irreligious 
bigots  in  place,  and  the  inveteracy  of  Orange 
executioners  in  their  pay.  .  Grattan  still  lives  to 
pour  in. upon  the  Imperial  Parliament  that  tor* 

rent 

to  the  5th  of  January  1810,  (p.  77.)  appears  the  following 
extract. 

*•  At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  &c,  on  Tuesday  tbc  lOth 
''  of  October  1809. 

"  Right  Hon.  David  La  Touche  in  the  Chair. 

"  Earl  of  Leitrim,         Sir  Neil  O'Donnell,  Bart. 
*'  Lord  Norbury,  Richard  Gcrvas  Ker,  Esq» 

-^  A  Memorial  from  Bernard  Coile  and  William  Qalway 
**  Dixon^  Linen  Merchants,  was  presented  and  Tead,  praying 
•'  rooms  in  the  Linen  Hall  to  expose  their  linens  for  sale,  as 
"  from  the  large  consignments  they  have  received, their  house  in 
'*  Linenhall -street  is  totally  inadequate  to  answer  that  pur-  • 
*'  pose." 


*'  Ordered, 
**  That  said  Memorial  be  rejected.' 
Vide  note,  p,  30. 
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rent  of  eloquence,  which  astonished  and  con- 
fdunded  the  corrupted  phalanx  in  the  Iri&h  Par**  . 
liameot  in  1795*  Great  intermediate  events  liave 
JM$ti6ed  his  words,  and  he  is  entirely  devoted  to 
co-operate  with  his  country  towards  their  ac- 
complishment "  Go  to  France,  (said  he  then, 
"  and  will  again  say)  go  to  America,  carry  your 
*^  properties,  manufactures  and  families  to  some 
^*  land,  that  may  admit  you  to  a  freedom  you 
"  shall  never  participate  in  your  own.  This  is  a 
**  sentence,  that  requires  the  malignity  of  a 
demon,  and  the  omnipotence  of  a  God.  You 
are  not  competent  to  pronounce  it  Believe 
me,  you  may  as  well  stamp  your  foot  upon 
the  earth,  and  expect  by  that  resistance  to 
^*  stop  the  diurnal  revolution,  which  advapces 
"  you  to  the  morning  sun,  that  is  to  shine  alike 
on  the  Catholic  and  the  Protestant,  as  you 
can  hope  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  other 
**  lights  of  justice  and  reason,  which  approach 
*•  to  liberalize  the  Protestant  and  liberate  the 
Catholic.  Even  now  the  question  is  on  its 
way^  and  making  its  destined  and  irresistible 
progress,  which 'you  with  all  your  authority, 
have  no  power  to  contronl,  any  more  than  any 
**  other  great  truth  or  ordinance  of  nature  or 
law  of  motion,  which  mankind  is  free  to  con- 
template, but  cannot  counteract  Such  is  the 
justice  linked   with  their  cause,  and  such  is 

**  the 
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'*  the  aibxii^tli,   IhsU:  ^u  foith  tjieir  appUoa- 


^     ^Am-^ 


It  would  be  foreign  from  thepurpose  of  this  dis-  InsincerU 

tv  OT  pro« 

quisTtion  to  follow  the  mamcuvres,  by  Wibich  LQrd .^ises  of 
Cofnwallis  and  his  underling  Lord  Castkreagh  «m?ncU 

.     *^  ^    patioD* 

acppQeipli3hed  il^e  summit  of  Mr.  Pitt's  mime- 
didte  ambitiau^  the  degradation  and  emascula- 
tion of  Ireland  by  legislative  unio^.  Whpi^\X\^t 
O'bjeet  lad  been  obtained  by  a  managed  Biat|oj.ity 
of  fifty-.ejghC.Mr.  ^i^t  and  his  coileagoefi  slunk 
cniit  .<^  Qgi^,e  .tp  flfial^  .roQ^i  for  those  satellites  in 
his  train,  H^ho  mer^  ready  to  perpiptr^te  the  deed, 
from  whiclh  the  pr^ector  shrunk*  T|iey  quitted 
office*  l^aWpg  as  their  written  pledge  to  the  ISa* 
tholiiqs  j).jjnp9rt^  jnat^i/  pharact^rts  of  eminence 
(tDcludiag/^f  fQouiise.t^eir  owp)\p/^e^  not  to 
embark  4n  Me  sertoke  of  Governmemtf  (accept  on 
the  term  sffhe  Cathdlic'pfnviHegesfieing  obtained; 
Afterwards  Mr.  Pjtt  returned  to  office  under  a 
jcounter  pledge  of  qever  bringing  f6r#ard,  or 
supporting  the  Catholic  claims.;  and  Lord  Corn-* 
wallis  accepted  of  the  goverijnoent  of  fodiia^  Ijut 
never  stpod  up*  iu  Padiatnent  to  enforce  themi!*  ^ 

s  '  It 


■^  Tbe  inter^tjwgtvaniiaqtiopa  of  the  4o.wDJ^.of  Mri  Pit]t*ft 
idmiii9tr2^ioo  will  regularly  .occur  in  tbe  ^9»Mng  hjstpry. 
Vhty  «u!e  here  generally  referred  t%  that  t(ie  reader  may 
not  b»  left.  iQ  iotal  darkness*  as  to  the  denouement  of  that 
piece  of  politios,  on  which  Mr.  Pitt  tested  his  reputation  with 

posterity. 


S 
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Lord  It  requires  no  great  depth  of  reflection  to  per- 

lis  keeps  ^^'^'^j  ^^^^^  Lord  Cornwallis  by  an  external  change 

tip  the  of 

Orange- 

^^^*    -      posterity.     In  deference  to  his  reader^,  the  authon^ere  thiokft 
it  proper  to  repeat  in  print  (Vide  his  Postliminipus  PrefiAce,  p. 
33.)  that  '*  whilst  ht  gave  credit  to  his  MajesCy's  niioisten 
"  for  sincerely  following  ap  the  Union  with  dlf  the  adraiitA- 
'^  ges  it  was  capable  of,  the  primary  object  of  his  writing  the- 
'^  iiiskmcal  Reoievb  qf  the  State  of  Irddni,  was  to  convert 
"  the  truth  vf  Irish  history  into  evidence  of  the  utility  and 
"  advantages  of  incorporate  Union*     It  was  but  consistent,  - 
''  therefore,  that  the  historian  should,  as  far  as  truth  Woald 
bear  him  out,  commend  the  system  of  Lord  CornwalliaV 
administration,  which  certainly*  became  indkecl  ceosore 
upon  the  opposite  system  pursued  by  his  predecessors.*' 
The. author  fairly  owns,  that  up  to  the  month  of  September, 
1804,  at  which  time  he  had  a  conference  with  Mr.  Adding- 
ton  on  the  subject,  he  gave  Lord  Corhi'^airis  unreserved  dfsdic 
for  having  end^voured  sincerely  to  defeat  and  ^erUimtbe 
former  syslem^  governing  Ireland,  and  substituting  libera- 
lity  and  justice  in  lieu  of  intolerance  and  acerbity.     He  was 
further  confirmed  in  those  sentiments  by  a  letter,  which  he 
had  then  jjecently  receivtd  from  the  Marquis  containing  these 
words,  my  sentiments  wUh  regard  to  Jiyland  are  well  kvount  by 
the  )neasures  J  pursued,  and  those  which  I  recommended.    Since 
that  time,  lie  has  from  njpch  research,  expWence  and  reflee* 
ti6n  been  compelled  to  reject  the  measures  of  some  public 
msn,  as  a  criterion  of  their  real  sentiments.      Upon  Mr. 
Addington's  unexpected  admission  to  place,  he  was  for  the 
first  .tune  initiated  into  the  whole  mystery>of  th^-  preconcert- 
ed plan  of  promising  and  refusing  emancipation'  to  the  Irish 
Catholics.      Flushed  with  the  novel  consequence  of  offire, 
he  boasted  of  the  real  ^ews  of  his  predecessors,  which  had 
been  so  specially  confided  to  him  ts  carry  into  final  effect. 

He 
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«f  system  had  even  before  the  close  of  the  year 
1798  notr  only  put  down  the  rebels,  but  curbed 
and  taoied  their  more  dangerous  provokers  the 
Orangeknen.  So  far  had  he  fulfilled  his  mission 
from  Mr.  Pitt  to  prepare  the  country  for  external 
union.  The  extention  of  the  Orano;e  system  in 
Wexford,  after  the  close  of  that  insurrection, 
the  increased  acerbity  of  the  Qrangemeq  through- 
out that  county,  and  the  general  opposition, 
which  he  every  where  experienced  from  them  to 
His  measures  of  lenity  and  conciliation,  must  have 

s  3  convinced 

He  had  not  yet  completely  fitted  the  %\ore  of  •fficeto  lis 
hand.     He  was  a  new  recruit^  suddenly  raised  f^'ooji  ^le  ranks, 
apd^spoke  stome  truth.     From  that  hour  tfie  autl\qr  became 
limly:  sensible  of  his  own  want  of  apolitical  sagacity.    ^<  Mr. 
"  Addington  scouted  the  idea  of  any  difference  of  principle 
*'  or  sytem  in  the  two  governments  of  Earl  Camden  and  liar- 
"  qais  Cornwallis.     It  was  an  identity  of  spirit  and  principie, 
**  applicable  to^he  varying  circumstances  of  m  rising,  ragipjg; 
'*  and  expiring  rebellion.  Mr.  Addlagton  very  significantly  at- 
*'.  sfired  the  author,  that  he  (the  author)  knew  not  the  ground^^ 
<'  views  or  mptives  of  JLord    Cornwalhs's  administration/' 
For  the  sake  of  pooo  baffled  and  piebecut^  Ireland,  the  au- 
thcHT  lilnents  the  truth  then  uttered.'  At  the  sane  interview 
ifr.  Addington  assumed  official  nterit  for  standing  in  that 
house  (in  Downing^street)  by  his  pledged  resistance  to  the  C^r 
ikolic  claims,  from  which  he  was  never  to  be  moped.    Ireland 
will  not  be  insensible  to  the  difference  of  Lord  Grenville*8 
conduct  from  that  ot*  bis  colleague.     Hb  Lordship  refused 
lo  return  to  power  with^  Mr«  Pitt«  and  spurned  with  indigna- 
lion  the  profi&red  pledge  to  hold  place  on  the  tenure  of  ke^p* 
^  back  and  r^esisting  a  measure  supereminently  necessary  to 
t|^  preservation  of  the  empire. 


convinced  liis  ^lind,  that  thciT  subrfslfttfwa** 
body  was  uttertyinebnSiSfeftt  ttrith  the^'ittti^irtm 
union  atiti  perttianent  security  of  tire  kitl^om. 
!With  more  e^se  Wight  they  have  heiti  then  €bU 
fecUvely  cxthiguisiyed,"  than  rndivJrfuftfty  i^stmSnt 
ed  From  outrage.'    Tli^y  1vereTctit)<vfi  to  be  unit- 
ed by  secret  and  urilawful  baths;'  irnd  theit  c6<i- 
duct^iiaj  been  tidforibii^ly  atfbcrmis.  '  Httd  g*^ 
i^ernment  sincerely  Wished  hitctfcat  iatid  f>ertoa« 
lient /concord,  t^ey  v^rould  Tiave  s6  tenhjitetely 
eradicated  the  plants  of  discoifd,  *»  fk)t  to  le«w^ 
a  chance  for  the  hope  of  resuscitation.      They 
kep1:^*4)^  foot  the  Society  of  Orangemen  as  a 
•  corpt  dur^trve^,  artd  constituted  themi  a  body 
gpiii^d  to  the  Irish  party,  A'^hioh  under  the  ri^- 
giOus  t^ntqt.P^^  !*?(*/?afej^tjr, -iitiputotKi 

-fiif  the  $;i9/Pi.tiinuance  of  their  own  ihbi«>pb1^,of 
"civil  piiwep.  Fcom  that  moment,  the  in^tdious, 
■IsJT^tiouS  Snd  eqiii vocal  term.  Pm/d^/iTis/  4»<:eii- 
i?tf;?'cyV\fa's  fortiVally  adbj^ted,  atrd  becanic  the 
rallying  phrase'  ^^pd  sigrtal  fdr  CJiffittg  together 
all  Orange  Protectants,  and  many/wlio  \v6uld 
hav^  opposed  it,  had  it  been  denominate^  by  its 
tWe  «p]()dlatibn  6f  an  Iriek  Giigarchf  umkr 
JSrUisk  ascendancy. 

I  •_     ■ 

♦  **  •'•■.■■  •*:-..•■.. 

Import  of  ,^  j^  ,f^ii^  ^Q|.  j^vithin  the  province  of  tlie  histo- 

the  term  f  <•      • 

Protestant  f  Jah  to  dis^ciiss  pWflbl^gicaHy  I'he  import:  of  terms 
ascendant  and  phrases.   ;  Me  consider^  therh  fe  bear  the 

■      tii^hitig 
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meaning  at:d  purport,  wHkh  obviously  dixect  the 
i^cvs  and  motives  <>f  the  gcn<?f!ality  of  mankind 
in  acting  upon  tbem.  The  |)lirase  Protestant 
mcandancy  is  cv  vi  iermini  open  to  an  iiulefinite 
variety  of  interpretation.  For  the  last  fifteen 
years  iSLud  upwards  it  has  received  a  specific  and 
appropriate  import,  in  the  acceptation  of  which 
^vety  part  of  the  nation  has  acijuiesced.  From 
^tbe  acts  themselves,  not  from  the  e,\planatians, 
'palliatives  or  justifications  of  the  ac*or3  is  the 
judgment  to <;be  formed,,  From  the.  time  that 
iittland  acquired  -legislative  independence  m 
17<W,  it  ceased  to  be  tlic  laiugjuage  of :  the  Castle, 
•ihaitht  Engikh  interest  or  ascendancy  was  to  be 
^kept  Aip.  '  The  power  was  to  be  supported^ 
tMft- life  term  was  to  be  altered.  Ini^tead  of 
Engmhj  the  inoi-e  imposing  woiid  Prote^ant  ^f9LS 
^nneCKed  fothat  ascendancy^  which  was  aciuaUy 
kept  on  fobt.  -When  Mi*.  Pitt  had  contrived  to 

•  ^ash  from  the  lips  of  the  nation  the  cup  of  pro- 
iDifeied^Ad  expected  freedom,,  by  Ijetraying  and 
deteiving  the  tirtuous  Fitzwilliam  with  the  in- 
trigues of  Mr.  fieresfiord,.  he  set  up  the  golden 
image  of  Protest ani  a^mtdana/y  and  *  **  sent  to 
'*  gather  together  the  princes  and  governors,  the 
"tfepiaihs,  the  judges,  the  tieasurers,  the  coun- 
*•*  scHors,  thfe  slieriflPs,  asid  aH  the  rulers  of  tlie  pro- 
*<  vitices,-  to  come  to  the  ckdication  of  the  image, 

•  "which  Nebuchadnezzar  the  King  had  set  up.** 

''And 

*  DaD.  ill.  2. 
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jind  they  fell  doitn  and  worshipped  the  goldeh 
image.''     However  the  plirase  may  from  tbat 
bour  have  been  understood  by  individuals,  it 
was  exclusively  acted   upon   in    the  sense  of 
direct  opposition  to  Catholic  concession.     This 
lippears  evident  fronci  the  address  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to   the,  Orangemen  of  Ireland,  on   the 
•  21  St  of  January   1 800/*  precisely  ten  days  af- 
ter they  had  made  their  resolution  to  support 
the  Protectant  ascendancy  (in   this  particular 
sense)   the  basis  of  their  obligation,  the  link 
of  their  secrecy  and  the  measure  of  their  alle- 
giance.    In  the  minds  of  upright  and  unsuspect- 
ing Protestants,  the  support  of  the  Protestant 
ascendancy  would  mean  no  more  than  to  suppp(^t 
the  limitation  of  the  Crown  under  the  act.of  Set- 
tlement ;  which  is  expressed  in  the  most  pointed 
manner  in  the  oath  of  allegiance  taken  by. Ca- 
tholics, as  well  as  by  Protestants.     In  the  affec- 
tation of  this  ordinary  and  obvions  sense  of  loy- 
alty do  these  renovated  and  reformed 'Orange- 
men hold  themselves  out  to  the  nation  as  being 
associated   to  support  and  d^end  his  majesty 
King  George,  the  constitution^  and  laws  of  the 
country^   and  succession  to  the  throne  in  his  Ma^ 
jestys  illustrious  housCf  being  Protestants.  To  do 
this  most  Catholics  had  sworn,  and  every  one 
was  ready  to  swear,  iiearJy  in  the.  words  of  this 
Orange  declaration.     It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
remark,  that  whenever  specific  duties  and  senti- 
ments 
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meiits  are  introduced  into  oaths,  they  are  ex- 
pressed ift  the  most  bbvious,  precise  and  unam- 
lliguous  words.  Who  would  not  expect'  from 
men  voluntarily  and  solemnly  laying  before 
their  countrymen  the  object  of  their  associat- 
ing in  ^Q  awful  a  juncture,  that  their  obliga'^ 
tion  and  oath  should  be  connmensurate  with,  and 
condi^cive  to  the  ends  of  their  association.  How 
do  they  tally  ?  No  Catholic  would,  refuse  to  Siub* 
mit  or  swear  to  the  substance  of  that  declaration. 
Most  of  theni  haUr  actually  done  so.  But  the 
obligation  of  an  Orangeman  runs  in  these  words : 
i(.  A.  B.  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  sn^ear,  of 
mj/  own  Jree  will  and  accord,   t/tat  I  will  to 

m 

ike  utmost  of  my  power  suppm^t  and  defend 
the  present  King  George  the  Third,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  as  long  as  he  and  they  snpport 
the  Protestant  asoendancy^  Sfc*  Here  is  an  ab^ 
solute  declaration  redundaptly  vaunting  sworii 
and  known  duties,  of  which  no  man  can  dou1)t, 
and  which  no  man  refuses.  There  is  a  condi- 
tional oath  to  support  what  no  ten  mien  may  de* 
fine  alike^.and  stinting  the  all^iance  of  the 
tubject  to  his  own  arbitrary  construction  of 
the  term  Pro/^^//z7i/  ascendancy  ^  In  the  com- 
mon acceptation  of  words,  what  man  of  sense 
would^  what  man  of  loyalty  could  subscribe  such 
oath  and  obligation  ? 

The 

*  Hiiles  and  regulAions  posteM., 
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^  The  whole  of  the  year  1799  was  conalufned 

Efforts  to  ,      ^^      ^.  t    -.       •  ^  «*-     . 

forward  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  L«fm  Cornwall  m  preparing, 
^^.  canvassing  and  cottrting  for  tlie  UnrioDf,  .  In  ootl 
but  of  parhament,  adirfresses;  pelitidtis^  inoti^t^ns 
and  pro])osals  were  made  to  forward-  and  en* 
Sure  that  meagre.  Ne  means  M^ere  omitted^ 
which  were  calcuktcd  to  adrarice  k  fi-onrt  *fty 
qaarter.  Personal  appHcations  were  made  -by 
the  Lord  Lietittnanrt  in  %  viceregjit  tour  tUreu^ 
the  kingdom  to  such '  memfbers  of  pai^liamiicnt 
and  petsons  of  influence  in  the  coun-thry,  as  he 
thought  open.  The  aniiabte  qualities  ia^nd  *delii<^ 
sive  pledges  of^ttre  vrteroy  gakied  liim  moft 
piosel^^tes,  than  \xe  hiad-  anticipated.'  To  th# 
Ctfrtiolics'he  hetd  'out'ienTancipation  as  ^the  sat* 
bo6n  of  their  ^suppt)rt.  They -trusted  him,  imA 
he  foiled.     To^the  ^Orang^^meti  he  ^pltnrged  awi- 

ivesty  and  favour.'  They  *mi^ru»t^  *himV-a*d 
were  prcserved'for  ^fefttrre  services.  *Bvett*tlK*h 
was  it  idoomed  -by  Hfr/  Pitt,* '(hat^ -the- tjWs^ 

.■■■'.11. 

^  Mn^eltoi,  :&ifBit  >60CTe  ^  stawieb  *  fileiidtf  .^to  > IrelWidtJgWe 
Mr.  Pitt  x:rmdit  .{or  siocerHy  in^  •  9)1  his  dechir24i««ft  ]>ivi 
pledges  about  Ther,  .and  Jiis.real  earaestness  s^nd  ioabili^  f  to 
carry  the  question  of  ema,ncipation,  it  becomes  a  painful 
duty  to  subri[ii]t"  to  the'  restder  the  grounds'  for  drffering  fit^m 
that  opitrion .  ^^-gki^t'  M r, '  -Pilj^  adual  itsignation  of  office 
OB  that  alleged  ground,  must  be  ^placeii.ys  (return  to idffiott 
jVfkder  ^  counter  pledge^  to  hold  back  and  resist  the  question; 
ail  he  iM>toriou8ly  did,  \f  hen  brought  forward  by  his  colleague 
*  '  '■■■  Lor4 
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tion  of  Catholic  emancipation  was  to  be  brought 
forward  and  crushed  by  the  Protestant  asceU' 

T  dancy 

Lord  Grenville.  Mr.  Pitt  had  long  felt  himself  absolute  mas- 
ter of  the  Ih-otestant  asctndamy.  In  1792  he  received  a^  ho- 
locaust to  its  omnipotence,  when  not  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mons dared  to  stand  up  in  his  place  to  support  the  Catholic 
petition.  But  few  months  passed  away,  and  the  golden  ob- 
ject of  adoration  was  cast  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  that  very 
Parliament,  which  now  had  it  irt  command  from  the  British 
minister,  to  grant  the  whole  of  what  he  had  just  forbidden 
them  to  listen  to.  Mr.  Pitt  might  then  have  as  easily  carried 
the  complete  emancipation,  as  that  portion  of  it,  which  was 
actually  conceded.  He  held  back  enough  to  keep  the  P^o- 
tegtant  ascendancy  and  the  Catholics  in  his  dependance.  He 
had  further  views :  and  all  ^as  to  be- subservient  to  the  Union. 
Had  he  not  raised  the  Catholics  into  some  political  conse- 
quence by  the  act  of.  1793,  their  support  of  it  would, 
have  been  worthless.  But  his  concession  of  so  much  com- 
sianded  the  unreserved  support  of  those,  who  trusted  in  his 
promises  and  pledges,  that  the  whole  should  follow.  The 
next  year  Mr.  Pitt' was  made  sensilile,  that  Catholic  influence 
became  national  strength :  he  foresaw  in  the  growth  of  in- 
ternal concord  the  inevitable  defeat  of  his  favourite  plan  of 
external  union.  He  was  incensed  at  the  loss  of  the  aquili- 
^utHt  which  he  fancied  he  had  secured :  so  rapid  had  been 
the  descent  of  the  Protestant  ascendancy,  since  national  har« 
inony  had  began  to  displace  religious  discord.  The  Catholic, 
nifluence  was  to  be  lowered  by  fresh  triumphs  of  the  Pro- 
testant ascendancy.  The  Catholics  were  to  be  raised  to  tb« 
^tunmit  of  expectation^  in  order  to  be  let  down  with  vio-* 
lence,  and  weakened  to  impotency  by  the  fall.  The  Protest- 
<int  ascendancy  was  to  be  taken  up  from  its  late  prostration 
by  a  renewed  commission  to  divide,  irritate  and  degrade. 
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danc^y  whose  management  for  a  time  he  had  os- 
tensibly renounced. 

The 

Legislative  Union  could  not  be  forced  upon  Ireland  in  healtl^/ 
vigour  and  harmony.  It  could  only  be  imposed  upon  her, 
in  the  fatal  hour  of  exhaustion,  debility^nd  discord.  The  power 
trtd  influence^  which  Mr.  Pitt  possessed  (especially  by  the 
coalition  of  the  Whig  party  in  England)  in  1794-  and  1795 
gave  him  wore  facilities  to  carry  the  whole  question  at  that 
time,  than  he  commanded  of  passing  the  previous  concessions 
in  179S.  It  is,  impossible,  that  the  mind  of  Mr.  Pitt  should 
not  have  been  equally  open  to  the  merits  of  the  question,  iu 
the  years  1795,  1799  and  1801.  Had  it  been  acceded  to  la 
1795,  it  would  have  prevented  a  rebellion ;  in  1799  it 
would  have  enabled  Ireland  to  resist  external  Union;  and 
in  1801  it  would  have  preserved  the  country  fpom  the  still 
unmeasured  evil  of  ministers  successively  pledged  by  ofii- 
cial  tenure  to  thwart  her  wishes,  damp  her  energies,  and 
perpetuate  her  proscripiion.  Without  fathoming  private  mo- 
tives, historical  evidence  demonstrates,  that  Mr.  Pitt  as  fully 
knew  the  fete  of  the  Catholic  question  in  1800,  when  by  the 
delusive  prospect  of  its  success  he  cajoled  the  Catholic  into 
a  support  of  the  Union,  as  he  did  in  1301,  when,  by  an- 
t^icipating  its  failure,  he  took  that  pretext  for  retiring  from 
©ffice.  It  can  never  be  forgotten,  that  in  the  papers  written 
by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Cornwallis  given  by  the  latter  to  Dc- 
Troy  and  Lord  Fingall  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Pitt  assured  the 
Catholics,  that  he  would  do  his  utmost  to  establish  their  caus^ 
in  the  public,  and  prepare  the  xcay  for.  their  finally  attaining 
their  objects .  And  Lord  Cornwallis  rendndcd  them  to  he  sen^ 
sible  of  the  benefit  they  possess,  by  having  so  many  characters  of 
emineTice  pledged  not  to  embark  in  the  sei  vice  of  governme)it,  eat- 
cept  on  the  terms  of  ihe  Catholic  privileges  being  obtained. 

They  both  did  embark  in  the  service  of  government,  and* 
the  Catholic  privileges  have  not  been  obtained.  Mr.  Pitt,  as 
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The  generality  of   Orangemen   were  indivi-  oranee- 
dually  adverse  to  the  Union.     They  foresaw  in  men  na«» 
the  absorption  of  their  countiy's  power  the  final  ^^^st 
extinction  of  that  very  monopoly,  by  which  they  Union, 
subsisted.    The  Lord  Lieutenant  having  success- 
fully treated  with  Lord  Clare  and  Mr,  Beres- 
ford,  found  himself  strong  enough  to  resist  the 
exorbitant  demands  of  Mr.  Foster,  and  bad  de- 
fiance to  his  powerful  opposition  to  the  measure 
of  Union.     The  Orangemen  came  to  an  under- 
standing  with   the   Chief  Governor,  that  pro- 
vided  they   were   formally  permitted  to   make 
Protestant  ascendancy  (in  other  words,  future 
resistance   to    Catholic    concession)    not    only 
the  bond  and  ostensible  test  of  their  union,  but 
the  condition  and  measure  of  their  allegiance, 
they  would  abstain,  as  a  body,  from  opposing  the 
Union,  and  so  model  and  moderate  the   rules 
and   regulations  of  their  Society,  that  no   up- 
right Protestant   should  in  future   be   shocked 
with  the  oath  of  extermination,  or  deterred  from 
entering  into  their  Society  by  any  pledge,  ob- 
ligation or  oath  unpalatable  to  the  most  tender 
Protestant  conscience.     In  pursuance  of  this  un- 
derstand ing,   the   folio witig    advertisement   ap- 
peared in  all  the  public  prints. 

T2  GRAND 

the  first  minister  of  the  Crown  opposed  them  when  brought 
forward.  Lord  Cornwallis  never  once  stood  up  to  support 
them. 
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'I'ange  GRAND  LODGE. 

adveitize- 
ment  not 

to  inter-  To  the  Oiangenien  of  Ireland. 

fere  with 

^ "'''"'  Dublin,  Jan.Q],  1800. 

The  Gian<l  Lo(l<;e  of  Ireland  observe  with 
heartfelt  satisfaction,  tliat  their  former  recom- 
mendation to  their  brethren  to  abstain,  as 
Orangemen,  from  any  (hscussion  of  the  question  • 
of  Union  has  had  the  happiest  effects,  in  as  much 
as;  it  has  disappointed  the  sanguine  and  mahg- 
nant  ha|)es  entertained  by  the  enemies  to  rehgion 
and  good  order,  that  such  discussion  would 
be  productive  of  discord  amongst  Orangemen. 
They  now  feel  it  their  duty  to  offer  some  fur- 
ther observations  on  the  present  juncture  of 
affairs. . 

Orangemen  in  different  capacities,  as  Mem- 
bers of  Parhament,  Grand  Jurors,  Freeholders 
and  Members  of  Corporate  Bodies,  have  op- 
portunities of  debating  the  important  question 
of  an  Union.  But  it  is  the  earnest  entreaty  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  that  as  a  Society,  they  will 
continue  silent.  For  as  every  Orangeman,  how- 
ever zealous,  may,  and  no,  doubt  will  from  local 
circumstances  conceive  different  ideas  of  the 
subject,  the  discussion  of  a  question  of  such 
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magnltiule  involving  not  only  great  imperial 
topics,  but  also  matters  of  local  advantage  and 
local  disadvantage  must  unavoidably  create  a 
division  in  opinion,  and  an  house  divided  against 
itself  cannot  stand.  It  is  tberefore  recommended 
to  all  Orangemen  to  keep  in  mind  the  great  ob- 
ject, for  which  they  have  associated,  to  wit. 
We  associate  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  to 
support  and  defend  his  Majesty  King  George 
the  Third,  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
•^^  country,  and  the  succession  to  the  throne  in 
his  Majesty's  illustrious  house  being  Protes- 
tants, for  the  defence  of  our  persons  and  pro- 
perties, and  to  maintain  the  peace  of  our  coun- 
try :  and  for  these  purposes  we  will  be  at  all 
**  times  ready  to  assist  the  civil  and  military 
powers,  in  the  just  and  lawful  discharge  of 
their  duty,"  and  to  avoid  as  injurious  to  the 
institution  all  controversy  upon  subjects  not 
connected  with  our  principles. 

Thomas  Verner,  Grand  Master. 
JOHN  C.  Beresford,  Grand  Sec. 

Shortly  before  this  time  the  Orangemen,  then  Newrulcs 
organized  into  a  very  numerous  Society,  had  re-  ^"'?  '®^"- 
vised  their  statutes  and  ordinances,  and  reduced  the  Socie- 
them  into  amore  plausible  and  more  insidious  form.  ^  ^^ 
As  secrecy  however  was  the  soul  of  their  institit-  men. 
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tion,"  these  new  rules  and  regulations,  by  which  the 
Society  has  from  that  time  been  governed,  though 
printed,  were,  most  cautiously  kept  from  the  un- 
liallowed  eye  of  .their  proscribed  neighbours.  As 
the  subsistence  of  this  Society  appears  to  be  an 
irremoveable  obstacle  to  the  permanent  peace  and 
prosperity  of  Ireland,  we  have  found  it  a  duty 
of  allegiance  to  place  before  the  eyes  of  govern- 
ment and  the  public  a  full  and  authentic  copy  of 
those  rules  and  regulations,  by  reference  to  which 
the  foregoing  details  will  be  fairly  considered  and 
finally  and  impartially  judged  of. 

Conclu-  One  observation  occurs  upon  the  following 
rules  and  regulations,  which  without  further 
comment  we  recommend  to  the  sympathetic  re- 
flection of  the  reader;  more  particularly  so,  should 
these  sheets  chance  to  fall  under  the  eye  of  any 
gentleman,  on  whom  rests  a  public  duty  to 
watch  and  preserve  the  tranquillity  and  welfare 
of  the  country. 

As  the  Orangeman's  oath  is  expressed  and  ad- 
ministered, it  is  at  common  law  unlawful,  illegal, 
and  even  treasonable,  and  by  an  existing  Statute 
felonious.  The  Author  therefore  challenges  every 
loyal  subject,  who  by  having  taken  it,  or  other- 
wise has  obtained  more  certain  knowledge,  than 
he  has,  of  the  painty  and  other  mischievous  pur- 
poses of  their  oath  and  association  to  come  for- 
ward 
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ward  and  help  to  the  extinction  of  that  traitorous 
conspiracy^  which  binds  its  members  to  a  system 
essentially  destructive  *  of  the  loyalty,  peace,  con- 
cjord,  prosperity,  and  stability  of  the  countiy. 

*  That  the  factitious  spirit  of  Orangism  still  subsists  under 
the  afFected  discouragement  and  real   protection  of  govern- 
ment, is  evident   from  what  passed  within  these  last  three 
weeks,  viz.  on   the  2:Jd  of  March,  at  the   Omagh    Assizes. 
Thi:»mas  Hogan,   a  corporal  of  the  King's  County  Militia* 
was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  four  Orange  yeomen.     He 
was  acquitted  of  the  murder,  and,  by  the  direction  of  the 
judge,   Mr.   Serjeant   Moore,    found    guilty   of   manslaugh- 
ter.    About  300  Orange  yeomen  had  assembled,  armed  and 
accoutred  at  Omagh,  to  commemorate  the  battle  of  Aughrim, 
on  the  12th  of  last  August.  On  tjie  same  day,  50  of  the  King's 
County  Militia,  who  had  volunteered  for  the  army,  marched 
into  Omagh  unarmed  from  Strabane.    Fifty  of  their  comrades 
had  for  some  time  occupied  the  barracks  in  Omagh.     One  of 
the  volunteers  was  insulted  by  the  Yeomen's  forcing  off,  aiid 
trampling   upon  his  cap,  because  it  was  bound  with  green 
tape,  which,  though  regimental,  was  termed  a  rebellk)^  ca- 
lour  by  the  Orangemen.     Much  abuse,  and  a  general  attack 
of  the  unarmed  volunteers  by  the  dastardly  and  overbearing 
Orangemen  ensued.  The  volunteers  retreated  to  the  barracks,. 
and  there  with  their  comrades  in  defending  themselves,  shot 
the  four  yeomen,    for  which  their  corporal  was  indicted. 
When  it  shall  please  his  Majesty  to  shake  off  the  chains  from 
Ireland,    and   bless  her  with    a   governor  of  sufficient  wis- 
dcrni  and  virtue  to  root  up  and  utterly  dissolve  the  Orange 
Societies,  then,  and  then  only,  may  she  congratulate  with 
herself  on  being  released  from  captivity  and  fetters.     **  Now 
•'   I  know  of  a  surety,  that  the  Lord  hath  sent  his  angel,  and 
"  hath  delivered  me  out  of  the  hand  of  Herod,  and  from  ali 
**  the  expectation  of  the  people  of  the  J«ws."    Atts.  xil.  O* 


The  Work  id  hancU  to  vtrhich  this  discussion  is  the  intro* 
duction,  is  intended  to  be  comprized  in  one  volume  in  Octavo, 
to  be  a  sequel  to  The  Histojy  qf  Irelandrfrom  its  Invasion 
under  Henry  IL  to  its  Union  with  Great  Britain,  by  the  Au* 
thor^  in  two  volumes.  The  communication  of  any  important 
and  well  authenticated  document  relating  to  the  recent  Histo« 
ry  of  Ireland,  made  to  Mr.  Coyne,  Capel-street,  Dublin, 
will  be  received  with  gratitude^,  and  used  with  fidelity  by  the 
Author. 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

FOR  THE   USE  OF  ALL 

ORANGE  SOCIETIES: 

ABVISED  AND  CORRECTED  B"»  A  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 

GRAND  ORANGE  LODGE  OF  IRELAND. 

^KD  ADOPTED   BT  TBE  GRAND  ORANGE  LODGB9  JAN,  IO9  Z800» 

DUBLIN: 

Printed  by  an  Orangeman. 

1800. 


General  declaration  of  the  objects  of  the  Orange 

Institution. 


E  associate^  to  the  utmost  of  our  Power,  to  support 
and  defend  his  Majesty,  King  George  the  Third,  the  Consti- 
tution and  Laws  of  this  country,  and  the  Succession  to  the 
Throne  in  his  Majesty's  illustrious  House,  being  Protestants : 
for  the  defence  of  our  persons  and  properties ;  and  to  maintain 
the  peace  of  the  country ;  and  for  these  purposes  we  will  b« 
at  all  times  ready  to  assist  the  Civil  and  Military  Powers,  in 
the  just  and  lawful  discharge  of  their  duty.  We  also  associate 
in  Honour  of  King  William  the  Third,  Prince  of  Orange,  whose 
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tmne  we  bear,  as  supporters  of  his  glorious  Memory^  and 
the  true  Religion  by  him  completely  established  in  these 
Kingdoms.  And,  in  order  to  prove  our  gratitude  and  afifection 
for  his  Name,  we  will  annually  celebrate  the  Victory  oveit 
James  at  the  Boyne,  on  the  first  day  of  July  O.  S.  in  eyery 
year,   which  day  shall  be  our  grand  ^ra  for  ever. 

We  further  declare  that  we  are  exclusively  a  Protestant 
Association ;  yet,  detesting  as  we  do  any  intolerant  spirit,  wc 
solenmly  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other,  that  we  will  not 
persecute,  injure,  or  upbraid  any  person  on  account  of  his 
religious  Opinions,  provided  the  same  be  not  hostile  to  the 
State;  but  that  we  will  on  the  contrary,  be  aiding,  and 
assisting  to  every  loyal  subject  of  every  religious  descriptioif, 
in  protecting  him  from  violence  and  oppression. 

2tuiltJications  requisite  for  a7i  Orangeman. 

He  should  have  a  sincere  Love  and  Veneration  for  hisAU 
mighty  Maker,  productive  of  those  lively  and  happy  Fruits, 
Righteousness,  and  Obedience  to  his  Commands ;  a  firm  anc} 
stedfast  Faith  in  the  Saviour  of  the  World ;  convinced  that  he 
is  the  only  Mediator  between  a  sinful  Creature,  and  an  offended 
Creator.    Without  these  he  cannot  be  a  Christian;  of  an 
humane  and  compassionate  disposition;  and  a  courteous  and 
affable  behaviour.     He  should  be  an  utter  enemy  to  savage 
brutality,  and  unchristian  cruelty ;  a  lover  of  society,  and 
improving  company  ;   and  have  a  laudable  regard  for  the 
Protestant  Religion,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  propagate  its  Pre- 
cepts ;  zealeus  in  promoting  the  honor,  happiness,  and  pros- 
perity of  his  King  and  Country ;  heartily  desirous  of  victory 
and  success  in  those  pursuits,  yet  convinced  and  assured,  that 
God  alone  can  grant  them.     He  should  have  an  hatred  of 
cursing  and  swearing,  and  taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain, 
(a  shameful  practice ;)  and  h«  should  hsb  all  opportunities  of 
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discovering  it  among  his  Brethren.  Wisdom  and  Prudence 
should  guide  his  actions ;  honesty  and  integrity  direct  his 
conduct,  and  honour,  and  glory  of  his  King  and  Country,  be 
4he  motives  of  his  endeavourj.  Lastly,  he  should  pay  the 
strictest  attention  to  a  religious  observance  of  the  Sabbath  | 
and  alsQ  to  temperance,  and  sobriety. 

Obligation  of  an  Orangeman. 

I.  A.  R  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear,  of  my  own  free 
wil}  and  accord,  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  poller, 
support  and  defend  the  present  Kin^,  George  the  Third,  hi|i 
Heirs  and  Successors,  so  long  as  he  or  they  support  the  Pro- 
testant Ascendancy,  the '  Constitutions  and  Laws  of  these 
Kingdoms ;  and  that  J  will  ever  hold  sacred  the  name  of  owr 
Glorious  Deliverer,  William  the  Third,  Prince  of  Orange  : 
and  I  do  further  swear,  that  I  am  not,  nor  ever  was  a  Roman 
Catholic,  or  Papist  \  that  I  was  not,  am  not,  nor  ever  will  be 
an  United  Irishman ;  and  that  I  never  took  the  Oath  of  secrecy 
to  that,  or  any  other  Treasonable  Society :  and  I  do  further 
(wear,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  Gk>d,  that  I  will  always 
conceal,  and  never  will  reveal,  either  part  or  parts  of  what 
is  now  to  be  privately  communicated  to  n^e,  until  I  sUall  be 
authorised  so  to  do  by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  Orange 
Institution;  that  I  w^ill  neither  write  it,  nor  indite  it,  stamp» 
stain,  or  engrave  it,  nor  cause  it  so  to  be  done,  on  paper» 
parchment,  leaf,  bark,  stick,  stone,  or  any  thing,  so  that  it 
nay  be  known ;  and  I  do  further  swear,  that  I  have  not.  Id 
my  knowledge  or  belief^  be^n  proposed  and  rejected  in,  or 
expelled  from  any  other  Orange  Lodge ;  and  that  I  now  become 
^  Orangeman  without  fear,  bribery,  or  corruption^ 

So  HELP  BfE  God. 

Secret  Articles.  / 

1st.  That  we  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  King 
tieorge  the  Third,  his  Heirs  and  Successors,  so  long  as  he  or 

they 
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they  support  the  Protestant  Ascendancy ;  and  that  we  will 
faithfully  support  and  maintain  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of 
'these  Kingdoms. 

2nd.  That  we  will  be  true  to  all  Orangemen  in  all  just 
actions,  neither  wronging  one,  nor  seeing  him  wronged  to  our 
knowledgCj  without  acquainting  him  thereof. 

3d.  That  we  are  not  to  see  a  Brother  offended  for  sixpence, 
or  one  shilling,  or  more,  if  convenient,  which  must  be  re- 
turned next  meeting  if  possible. 

4th.  We  must  not  give  the  first  assault  to  any  person  what- 
ever, that  may  bring  a  Brother  into  trouble. 

i5th.  We  are  not  to  carry  av/ay  money,  goods,  or  any  thing 
from  any  person  whatever,  except  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
.those  only  from  an  enemy. 

6th.  We  are  to  appear  in  ten  hours  warning,  or  whateyer 
time  is  required,  if  possible  (provided  it  is  not  hurtful  to  our- 
selves or  families,  and  that  we  are  served  with  a  lawful  sum- 
mons from  the  Master,)  otherwise  we  are  fined  as  the  conipany 
think  proper. 

7th.  No  man  can  be  made  an  Orangeman  without  the 
unanimous  approbation  of  the  body. 

8th.  An  Orangeman^  is  jto  keep  a  Brother's  secrets  as  his 
jwn,  unless  in  case  of  Murder,  Treason,  and  Perjury ;  and 
Ujiat  of  his  own  free  will. 

*  plth.^0  Roman  Catholic  can  be  admitted  on  any  account. 


10th.  Any  Orangeman,  who  acts  contrary  to  these  Rules, 
shall  be  expelled,  and  the  same  reported  to  all  the  Lodges  in 
the  Kingdom  and  elsewhere. 

God  save  thb  King. 

Marksman^s 


Marksman^ s  Obligation. 

1,  A.  B.  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord^  iu  the  Presence 
of  Almighty  God,  do  hereby  most  solemnly  and  sincfecely 
Swear,  that  I  will  always  conceal,  and  never  will  reveal  either 
part  or  parts  of  what  is  now  to  be  privately  communicate,d  to 
me,  until  I  shall  be  duly  authorised  so  to  do  by  the  proper 
authority  of  the  Orange  Institution ;  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  King  George  the  Third,  his 
Heirs  and  Successors,  so  long  as  he  or  they  maintain  the  Pro« 
testant  Ascendancy,  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  these  King- 
doms ;  and  that  I  will  keep  this  part  of  a  Marksman  from  an 
Orangeman,  as  well  as  from  the  ignorant ;  and  that  I  will  not 
make  a  Man,  until  I  become,  and  only  whilst  i  shall  be  Master 
of  an  Orange  Lodge ;  and  that  I  will  not  make  a  Man,  or  be 
present  at  the  making  of  a  Man  on  the  Road,  or  behind  Hedges  ; 
and  that  I  will  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  all  true  honest  Orange 
Marksmen,  as  far  as  iu  my  power  lies,  knowing  him  or  them 
to  be  such ;  and  that  I  will  not  wrong  a  Brother  Marksman^ 
,or  know  him  to  be  wronged  of  any  thing  of  value,  wprtli 
apprehending,  but  I  will  warn  or  apprize  him  thereof,  if  in 
my  power  it  lies.  All  this  I  swear,  with  a  firm  resolution  ; 
So  help  me  God,  and  keep  me  stedfast  in  this  my  Marksman*! 
obligation. 

General  Rules  for  the  Government  of  Orange 

Lodges. 

1st.  Tliat  every  Member  of  the  Orange  Institution^sbouU 
undergo  a  new  Election,  whenever  the  Grand  Lodge  may 
think  it  expedient. 

2nd.  That  each  Lodge  now  existing,  shall,  on  such  occasipn. 
elect  by  ballot  five  of  its  Members,  that  those  five  Membcrsshall 
then  proceed  to  re-admit,  or  reject  the  remaining  Members 

of 


of  such  Lodge ;  «nd  that  each  Member,  as  he  shall  be  so 
re-admitted>  shall  becoQie  qtialified  to  proceed  with  the  said 
five  original  Members  to  the  further  re-election  of  others  : 
but  that,  in  the  event  of  any  Person's  being  discoptinued  as  a 
Member  of  this  Lodge,  or  wishing  to  become  a  member  of 
another,  he  cannot  be  ballotted  for  in  any  other,  without 
producing  to  the  committee  of  such  Lodge,  a  Certificate  front 
his  former  Lodge,  specifying  the  cause  of  such  change ;  and 
that  he  is  a  fit  and  proper  Person  t^  be  admitted,  or  continueii 
»i 'Orangeman. 

3d.  That  each  Lodge  shall  have  a  Master  and  Deputy  Mas- 
ter, a  Secretary  and  Deputy  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  and  five 
Committee  Men  j  the  Master  to  be  appointed  by  the  Lodge ;  the 
Deputy  Master,  Secretary,  Deputy  Secretary,  and  Treasurer, 
by.  the  Master,  with  the  approbation  of  his  own  Lodge  ;  and 
the  first  Committee-man  by  the  Master;  the  second  by  the 
first ;  and  so  oh  until  the  number  6f  five  be  completed : — the 
Election  to  each  of  those  Offices  to  take  pUce  on  the  first  day 
of  June,  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  July;  which 
Electkm,  and  every  other  Change  or  Alteration  that  may  take 
place,  shall  be  forthwith  certified  to  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
County,  or  City,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Lodge* 

4th.  The  Master,  Deputy  Master,  Secretary,  Deputy 
Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  the  five  Committee  Men,  Hpoii 
their  appointment^  shall  take  the  following  Obligations : 

M. ;  D. ;  M. ;  S. ;  T.  i  and  C.  Mens'  Obligation. 

I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  Swear,  that  I  was  not, 
Mor  am  not  a  Roman  Catholic  or  Papist;  that  I  was  not,  am  not, 
nor  ever  will  be  an  United  Irishman;  and  that  I  never 
took  the  Oath  of  Seeresy  to  that,  or  any  other  Treasonable 
Society. 

For 


For  tlie  Master,  and  Deputy  Master,  add 

That  I  am  not  now  made  a  Master  for  any  private  Emolu- 
ment, or  Advantage ;  that  I  have  not  a  Sitting  in  my  Hous« 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  Beer,  Spirits,  or  any  other  Liquor ; 
that  I  will  not  knowingly  admit,  or  consent  any  person  for 
me  shall  admit  any  one  into  the  Society  of  Orangemen,  ^"iio 
vas,  or  is  a  Pi4>ist,  or  has  been  an  United  Irishman,  or  hav 
taken  their  Oath  of  Secresy :  that  I  will  use  my  authority  to 
keep  proper  Behaviour  and  Sobriety  in  this  Lodge ;  and  that 
I  will  not  Certify  for  any  person,  without  having  first  proved 
him,  and  being  satisfied  in  my  conscience  that  he  is  a  person 
#f  good  character. 

So  HBLF  MS  God. 


For  the  Secretary  and  Deputy  Secretary,  add 

And  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  keep  saft  the 
Papers  belonging  to  the  Lodge ;  and  that  I  will  not  give  any 
copy  of  the  Secret  Articles,  or  lend  them  to  make  an  Orange- 
man out  of  the  Lodge  I  belong  to ;  or  lend  the  Seal,  so  that 
it  may  be  affixed  to  any  forged  paper,  or  irregular  Orange- 
nan's  Certificate. 

For  the  Treasurer,  add 

And  that  I  will  fairly  account  for  all  money  I  have,  or  maf 
receive  for  the  use  of  this  Lodge,  when  called  upon  by  the 
IJ^ter  of  this  Lodge. 

So  HELP  ME  God. 

For  the  Comm{ttee  Men,  add 

And  that  whenever  I  may  be  called  upon  to  act  in  the 
absence  of  the  Master  and  Deputy  Master,  I  will  not  know- 
ingly 
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ingly  admit  any  one  into  the  Society  of  Orangemen,  who 
was,  or  is  a  Papist^  or  has  been  an  United  Irishman ;  or  has 
taken  their  Oath  of  Secrecy ;  and  that  I  will  use  my  authority 
to'  k^ep  proper  behaviour  and  sobriety  in  this  Lodge. 

So  HELP  ME  God. 

5th.  That  the  afiairs  of  each  Lodge  be  conducted  by  the 
MfAtet,  Deputy  Master,  Secretary,  f>eputy  Secretary,  Trea- 
surer, and  the  five  Committee  Men. 

6th.  That  in  the  absence  of  the  Master,  the  Deputy  Master 
diall  preside,  and,  in  his  absence,-  the  senior  Committee  Mlsiti, 
who  shall  be  present;  but  thdt  no  other  person  whatever  shall 
Jiave  the  power  of  making  an  Orangeman. 

7th.  That  each  Candidate-  for  admission,  shall  in  future  be 
certified  to  be  eighteen  years  of  age ;  and  that  he  shall  be 
proposed  by  one,  and  seconded  by  another  member  at  one 
meeting  ;  and  admitted,  or  rejected'  at  a  subsequent  one : 
but  iio  ballot  can  take  place,  unless  the  person  proposing, 
or  seconding,    be  present. 

6lh.  That  one  negative  shall  exclude. 

9th.  That  any  person,  wishing  to  become  an  Orarigeman^ 
most  be  admitted  in  the  Lodge  nearest  his  place  of  abode  (ex- 
cept in>  cities  or  great  towns,)  or  have  a  reccommendation 
from  that  Lodge,  that  he  is  a  proper  person,  before  any  other 
Lodge  can  accept  him. 

10th.  That  the  names  of  persons  withdrawn  and  rejected 
in,  or  expelled  from  any  Lodge,  shall  be  forthwith  sent  by 
the  Masters,  or  Secretary,  to  the  District  Master,  with  the 
objections  to  such  persons  ;  in  order  that  the  District  Master 
may  communicate  the  same  to  other  Lodges ;  as  those,  who 
are  unfit  for  one  Lodge,  must  be  so  for  every  other. 

11th.  That  each  Member  on  admisssion,  shall  pay  ---— . 

12  th.  That 


12th.  That  Masters  of  Lodges  do  make  returns  to  their 
Bbtrict  Masters,  of  the  number,  names  and  places  of  abode 
of  the  Members  of  their  respective  Lodges  evpry  six  months. 

13th.  That  in  order  to  establish  a  fond  to  defray  the  va- 
rious and  necessary  expences  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  all 
Lodges  one  fifth  of  the  sum  be  paid  by  members  on  their 
first  admis^ott  shall  be  continued  to  be  paid  annually,  by 
half-yearly  payments,  that  is,  on  every  first  day  of  M*y 
and  every  first  day  of  November,  to  the  Treasurer  of  their  re- 
spective Lodges ;  who  shall  hand  pver  the  amount  to  the  District 
Master,  to  be  by  him  remitted,  through  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  County  or  City,  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  of  Ireland : 
the  Treasurer  of  each  Lodge  to  be  accountable  according  tA 
the  return  made  previous  to  the  days  above  specified. 

14th.  Thaty  as  Regiments  are  considered  as  Districts,  tli« 
Masters  of  all  Regimental  Lodges  do  make  half-yearly  re- 
turns of  the  number,  names  and  rank  of  the  Members  of 
their  Lodges  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  but  that 
they  shall  not  make  an  Orangeman,  except  the  Officers,  Non- 
commisioned  Officers  and'  Privates  of  their  respective  Regi- 
ments ;  snd  that  they  do  remit  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  of 
Ireland  the  half-yearly  subscriptioii,  as  well  as  that,  which 
is  immediately  to  take  place. 

15th.  That  no  Visitor  shall  be  admitted  into  any  Lodge, 
unless  introduced  by  a  Member ;  and  that  new  Members  shall 
not  be  initiated  in  the  presence  of-any  Visitors,  save  Masters 
and  Deputy  Masters. 

16th.  That  no  Master  shall  initiate  any  Orangeman  into 
the  Purple  Order,  who  does  not  belong  to  liis  Lodge,  or  with- 
out a  written  recemmendation  from  the  Master  of  the  Lodge, 
to  which  such  Orangeman  may  belong :  and  that  no  Member 
can,  on  any  account,  be  raised  to  the  dignity  of  the  Purple 

B  Order, 
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Order,  who  has  not  been  an  Orangeman  for  twelve  months 
at  least,  and  has  attended  eight  monthly  meetings  during 
that  period ;  save  in  the  instance  of  a  Member,  who  has  been 
elected  to  the  OlTice  of  'Master,  Deputy  Master,  Secretary, 
Deputy  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  Committee  Man. 

17  th.  All  Members  to  be  subordinate  to  the  Master^  or 
Person  presiding  for  him,  who  shall  have  full  power  of  fining 
all  disorderly  persons  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  — . 

1 8th.  Any  dispute  arising,  not  provided  for  by  the  rules 
fs  to  be  decided  by  the  Officers  of  the  Lodge ;  and  the  par- 
tiesmnst  abide  by  their  decision,  on  pain  of  expulsion,  saving 
the  right  of  appeal  in  all  such  cases  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

19th.  That  each  new  resolution  shall  remain  on  the  books 
from  one  meeting  to  the  subsequent  one,  previously  to  its 
being  adopted  or  rejected  by  the  majority  of  the  Lodge  then 
present. 

120th.  That  no  Election  or  other  business  do  take  place, 
unless  ten  Members  at  least  be  present,  provided  the  Lodge 
consist  of  so  many :  if  it  do  not»  then  two-thirds  of  the  Mem* 
bers  must  bt  present. 

21 M.  That  no  business  be  done  in  ahy  Lodgtf  after  dinner, 
supper,  or  drink  have  been  brought  in;  but  every  motion 
shall  be  previously  decided. 

1212nd.  No  person  attending  intoxicated  can  be  initiated  at 
that  meeting :  any  old  Member  so  attending  shall  be  fined« 

23d.  The  Secretary  is  to  read  out,  before  the  books  are 
closed,  the  names  of  persons  proposed  for  the  next  night. 

24th.  A  person  is  to  attend  on  the  outside  of  the  door,  whilf 
business  is  going  on  :  that  person  to  be  nominated  by  the 
Master,  or  whoever  may  preside  at  the  time. 

Order 
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Order  of  Business  for  each  Night.  ' 

IsC.  Lodge  to  open  with  a  Prayer  (Members  standing.)  2Qd. 
General  Rules  read.  Sd.  Members  proposed.  4th.  Report  from 
Committee.  5th.  Names  of  Members  called  over.  6th.  Memr 
bers  ballotted  for.  7tb.  Members  made.  8th.  Lodge  to  close 
with  a  Prayer^  (Members  standing.) 

Rules  for  the  Formation  of  Districts^  fife.  fifr. 

1st.  Tl^it  Masters  of  Counties,  and  Cities  do  diyide  their 
respective  Coqnties,  and  Cities  into  Districts,  according  to 
local  circumstances;  i^ot  more  than  five  Lodges  to  constitute 
a  District,  unless  they  may  see  reason  to  es^tend  the  number. 
The  Masters  of  Lodges  so  forming  a  District,  to  elect  a 
Master  for  that  District.  Should  the  choice  of  a  District 
IVI^ter  fall  on  any  private  Member  of  a  Lodge  within  the 
District ;  that  then  such  Person  shall  cease  to  be  a  private 
Member  of  that  Lodge,  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  in  such 
Office. 

2nd.  That  during  the  absence,  suspension,  or  non*election 
of  a  District  Master,  the  senior  Master  in  the  District, 
i|l|all  act  for  the  time ;  the  seniority  to  be  determined  by 
tbe  number  of  the  Lodge,  to  which  the  Master  may 
belong. 

9rd.  That  the  Election  to  the  Office  of  Djstrict-Master  shall 
take  place  on  the  first  day  of  June,  for  one  year  to  the  first 
day  01  July. 

4tli.  That  District-Masters  shall  make  returns  of  the  num- 
ber of  Names,  and  Places  of  Abode  of  the  Members '  of 
th(B  different  Lodges  within  their  respective  Districts,  to 
the  Grand  Master  of   their  County,   or  City    every  six 

Months. 
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Itegulationsfor  the  Appointment  of  Grand  Masters, 
Deputy  Grand  Masters  of  Counties^  and  Cities. 

I8t,  Th»t  a  Grand  Master  for  each  County,  and  City  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  District-Mastera  of  such  County  and  City, 
and  a  Deputy  Grand  Master  by  the  Grand  Master ;  both  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Should  the  choice  of  a 
Grand  Master^  or  a  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  a  County^  or  City» 
fall  on  any  private  Member  of  a  Lodge  within  the  County 
or  City,  of  which  he  is  chgien  Grand  Master,  or  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  that  then  such  perspn  shall  cease  to  l>e  a  pri- 
vate Member  of  that  Lodge,  so  )ong  as  he  shall  continue  in 
such  Office. 

2nd,  That  the  Grand  Masters,  apd  Deputy  Grand  Masters 
of  Counties  and  Cities  shall  b^  £llected  on  the  first  day  of 
July  in  every  year, 

*  3rd,  That  in  any  County,  of  City,  in  which  there  shall  he 
Waa  than  three  Districts,  the  senior  District-Master  shall, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  act  as  Grand  Mas- 
ter for  tlvat  Cpunty»  qx  City* 

4tk,  That  during  the  absence,  suspensiont  gr  npn-eleptipn 
of  a  Grand  Master  of  a  County  or  City^^  the  Deputy  Grand 
Master  shall  act ;  and,  should  the  Grand  Master,  and  Deputy 
Grand  Master  be  absent  at  the  same  time,  or  in  case  both 
Offices  should  be  vacant,  then  the  senior  District  Master : 
the  seniority,  in  all  such  csaies,  tp  be  determioed  by  the  num- 
ber of  the  Lodge,  to  which  such  District  Master  may^ belong. 

5th,  That  Grand  Masters  of  Counties,  and  Cities,  do  for- 
ward to  the  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  every  six  months 
sucb  Returns,  as  shall  be  made  to  them  by  their  District*Ma9!> 
tars,  of  the  Number,  J^ames,  and  Places  of  Abode,  of  the 
Meiqb^  of  the  different  Lodges,  within  their  respective 

Counties 
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Cuanties^  and  Cities :  and  that  they  do  remit  to  the  Grand 
Treasurer  of  Ireland  the  half  yearly  Subscription  from  such 
Lodges,  as  well  as  that,  which  is  immediately  to  take  plac0. 

Rules  for  the  Formation  of  t/ie  Grand  Lodge. 

Jst^  That  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  formed  anew. 

2nd,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  consist  of  Grand  Masters 
of  Counties,  and  Cities,  their  Deputies,  District  Masters, 
Masters  of  Lodges,  and  in  their  absence.  Deputy  Masters  of 
Lodges:  from  amongst  whom  shall  be  chosen  a  Grand  Master 
for  Ireland,  a  Grand  Secretary,  and  a  Grand  Treasurer:  the 
election  to  each  of  these  Offices  to  take  place  on  the  first 
day  of  July,  O.  S.  in  every  Year. 

3rd,  That  all  Authority  necessary  for  the  Advancement,  and 
Welfare  of  the  Orange  Institution,  shall  be  vested  in  the 
Grand  Lodge* 

4th,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  do  meet  in  the  Metropolis 
four  times  in  each  year,  for  the  general  Crovernment  of  the 
Orange  Societies ;  to  .vit,  on  the  seveoth  day  of  Febrnaiy^ 
the  scventl^  day  of  May,  the  seventh  day  of  August,  and 
the  seventh  day  of  November ;  and  that  the  Committee  do 
lay  before  them,  at  such  Quarterly  Meetings,  a  Report  rf 
their  Proceedings,  for  the  approbation  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

5th,  That  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Orange  system  be 
transacted  by  a  Standing  Committee,  to  consist  of  such  Mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  may  be  in  Dublin ;  apd  to  which 
the  Grand  Lodge  shall  have  the  Power  of  calling  in  the  aid 
of  men  of  known  Zeal  and  Talents,  not  to  exceed  twenty  ooe^ 
to  be  selected  by  them  from  the  Purple  Order;  such  persons 
from  the  time  of  their  being  so  chosen,  to  be  considered  ai 
Meirbers  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Provided  always  that  inch 
Committee  shall  only  exist  until  the  7th  day  of  August  nest 
epsuing,  the  day  of  their  being  appointed,  or  chosen. 

0th.  That 
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'  Mi,  That  in  eVery  meeting  of  such  Committee^  in  the 
Absence  of  the  Grand  Magter,  the  senior  Member  who  shall 
be  present^  shall  act  as  Chairman  of  that  Meeting ;  the  Sehi- 
ority  to  be  determined  by  the  Number  of  the  Lodge,  to  which 
such  Member  may  beiong;  ^nd  that  seven  shall  be  a 
Quorum. 

7  th,  That  the  Secretary  to  tjie  Grand  Lodge  shall  be 
Secretary  to  this  Committee. 

8th,  That  as  the  Office  of  Secretary  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
is  attended  with  great  Expence ;  and  requires  constant  Labour, 
and  Attendance :  therefore,  it  is  expedient,  that  all. the  Expen- 
ces  incurred  in  the  execution  of  that  Office,  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  that  the  person,  filling  it,  shall  bt 
allowed  an  adequate  Compensation  for  his  Trouble,  and  Atten- 
dance, which  shall  be  paid  one  Quarter  in  Advance. 

Prayer  for  opening  tJie  Lodge. 

Gracious  and  Almighty  God,  who  in  fill  ages  bast  shewn 
thy  mighty  power  in  protecting  pighteous  Kin^  and  States, 
we  yield  thee  hearty  Thanks  for  so  miraculously  bringing  to 
light,  and  frustrating  the  secret  and  horrible  designs  of  our 
L'hemies,  plotted  and  intended  to  have  been  executed  against 
our  Gracious  King,  our  happy  Constitution,  and  the  true 
religion  established  by  our  Glorious  Deliverer,  William  the 
Third  Prince  of  Orange. 

Vouchsafe,  O  Lord,  to  continue  unto  us  thine  Almighty 
protection,  grant  to  our  pious  King>  long  Life,  Health  and 
Prosperity;  let  tliy  Providence  guard  our  happy  Con- 
stitution, and  enable  us  to  transmit  it  to  our  latesi  Posterity, 
unimpaired,  and  improved  by  our  Holy  {teli^ion.  Bless,  we 
beseech  thee,  every  Member  of  the  Orange  Institution,  with 
Charity,  Brotherly  Love,  and  Loyalty :  make  us  truly  respecta- 
ble 


blje  here  on  Earth,  and  eternally  happy  hereafter,  Th^ae 
and  all  other  bleBsings,  we  beg.  in  the  Name,  and  through  tha 
tnediation  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour.    Ameiu 

OR  THIS : 

Almighty  God,  and  Heavenly  Father,  who  in  alt  ages  has 
shewed  thy  Power  and  Mercy,  in  graciously  and  miraculously 
delivering  thy  Church,  and  in  protecting  righteous  and  re- 
ligious Kings  and  States  from  the  wicked  Conspiracies,  and 
malicious  Practices  of  all  the  Enemies  thereof ;  we  yield  thet 
hearty  thanks  for  so  wonderfully  discovering  and  confounding 
the  horrible  and  wicked  designs  of  ourlBnemies,  plotted  and 
intended  to  have  been  executed  against  our  most  Gracioiii 
Sovereign  Lord  King  George,  and  the  whole  estates  of  th« 
realm,  for  the  subversion  of  Government  and  established 
Religion.    Be  thou,  O  Lord,  still  our  Mighty  Protector,  and 
scatter  our  Enemies  that  delight  in  blood ;  infatuate  and  diefeat 
their  Councils,  abate  their  Pride,  assuage  their  Malice,  and 
confound  their  Devices.  Strengthen  the  hands  of  our  Gracious 
Sovereign,  and  all  that  are  in  authority  und^r  him,  witk 
judgment  and  justice,  to  suppress  and  punish  all  such  workers 
of  iniquity,  as  turn  Religion  into  Rebellion,  and  Faith  into 
Faction,  that  they  may  never  prevail  in  the  ruin  of  thy  Church 
amongst  us ;  but  that  our  Gracious  Sovereign,  and  his  Realms 
being  preserved  in  thy  true  Religion,  and  by  thy  merciful 
goodness,  protected  in  the  «ame,  we  may  all  duly  serve  thee 
with  praise  and  thanksgiving.     And  we  beseech  tliee  to  pro- 
tect the  King,  Queen  and  Royal  Family,  irom  all  Treasons 
and  Conspiracies;  preserve  him  in  thy  Faith,  Fear,  and  Love ; 
make  his  Reign  long,  prosperous  and  happy  here-  on  Earths 
and  crown  him  hereafter  with  everlasting  Glory.  Accept  also^ 
most  Gracious  God,  our  unfeigned  Thanks,   for  filling  our 
Hearts  with  joy  and  gladness,  by  sending  thy  Servant,  the 
late  King  William,  for  the  deliverance  of  these  Nations  from 
Tyranny  and  arbitrary  Power. 

Let 
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LqI  Trath  Mid  Jilitice,  derotion  and  picfty,  concord  and 
nnityf  brotheriy  kindness  and  charity,  with  other  Christian 
Virtaes,  so  flourish  amongst  us,  that  they  may  be  the  stability 
of  onr  times,  and  make  this  our  association  a  praise  here  6a 
Earth.  This  we  most  humbly  beg,  in  the  name  and  for  the 
sake  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and- Saviour.    Ameiu 


Form  of  Prayer  to  be  used  at  Closing. 

O  Almighty  God,  who  art  a  strong  Tower  of  Defence  unlo 
thy  Servants,  against  the  face  of  their  Enemies ;  we  yield 
tfaee  praise  and  thanks  for  our  deliverance  from  those  great 
nd  apparent  dangers  wherewith  we  were  encompassed ;  We 
acknowledge  thy  goodness,  that  we  were  not  delivered  over 
as  a  prey  unto  them,  beseeching  thee  still  to  continue  suck 
thy  mercies  towards  us,  that  all  the  world  may  know  thou 
art  oor  Saviour  and  mighty  I>elivcrerj  through  Jesus  Christ. 
-AaMif. 
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Administration  of  MARQUIS  CORNWALLIS. 


This  period  of  the  History  of  Ireland  opens  ^  iboi>  ^ 
scenes,  which  let  in  broad  day  light  upon  those  tefitiAihe 
principles  of  the  system,  which  with  some  tern-  SS^iMi' 
porizing   modifications,    that   country    has  b^en**^^^'^' 
governed  for  centuries.     The  incorporate   uqion 
was  now  accomplished,  upon  the  success  of  which 
Mr.  Pitt  had  vauntingly  rested  his  reputation  with 
posterity.    The  sequel  will  bring  to  a  fair  test, 
the  justness  of  that  Minister's  assertion,^*    that 

•  Historical  Review.  S  Vol.  m.  This  wis  BCr.  PiU's  solenm 
opiiiioa  iQ  the  debate  of  the  Britkb  House  of  ComnMms  in 
Jaaaary  1 800  upon  Mr.  Sheridan's  oiotion  for  addressing  tiw 
croira,  '*  not  lo  lia$ea  to  the  cooasel  of  those,  who  should  ^ 
"  adTise  or  promote  the  measure  of  Legislatiye  tJnion  at  that 
*  crisiib  >^  under  the  then  existing  circumstances  of  the  Empire*^ 
The  sefoe  ezperuMnt  of  10  years  has  at  leogth  worked  off^ 
Ihe  scales  firom  the  eyss  of  an  easily  blinded  people.  They 
low behoU  Ifaa  balefdliiifaattre of  onion  in  its  {bir4^fonDity« * 
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1801.     "  upon  the  accomplishment  of  that  great  work 
*'  depend  the  internal  tranquillity  of  Ireland,   the 
^'  general  iiitereib  of    the   Biitish  Empire,    and 
*'  perhaps,  the  happiness  of  a  great  part  of  the 
''  habitable  world/'      -    - 
union^pro-     fhc  Ministerial  victory  was  solemnly  announced 
Ireland,      on  the  1st  day  of' January  1801  by  a  display  at 
noon  of  the  Imperial  um ted  standard  on  Bedford, 
Tower  in  the  Castle  at  Dublin,  and  by  the  firing 
of  the  guns  of  th6  Royal  salute  battery  in  Phoenix 
Park.     In  like  manner  was  it  proclaimed  in  every 
fort  and  garrison    throughout  Ireland,   that  the 
Legislative  Union  l>ecame  on  that  day  the  operathre 
law  of  the-  land.     The  event  was  dignified  by  an  • 
icxtraordinary  promotion  in  the  army  and  a*  numeC'' 

They  also  practically  feel  the  force  of  Mr.  Shffridan^s  reproof 
"of  Mr.  Under  Secretary  Cooke's  official  pamphlet  Id  fayor  of 
the  union,  in  which  he  derided  and  insulted  the  Irish  nation  by 
ansluring  them,  that  thiey  had  nothing  to  hope  for  from  an  Irish 
P^liam^nt:  and  that  however  revolting  to  their  first  feeiingt 
ini^ht  be  the  proposai^f -extingnishing  their  oatiotial  Legislatttre 
^^nd  indepeodepc^,  y^\\\x^  disaffection  wottld  toon  tink  hM^ 
0i:qui€9Qa^e,^anfl4iC^ui<scpic^aqftenintocqnt^»f},  » 

*  .*  ^^  js  useful  to  reflect  oa  past,  circumstances,  which  connect 
*rtie' theory  atid ptactice  <rf  the  itat^gman.    On  the  31st  of  Jan. 

J 800  after  Mr.  Pitt  had  delivered  a  brilliant  speech  in  favor  of 
8  Comply  ai^entire  union/  lind  aubmiitcd  to  the  consideration 

•  #f  Chtf  House  ofX^omtnoiis  eight  resolutHHM  embracing  agene^ 
-^Hl  plan  of'the  meiisttre/^  Mt.  Sheri^jan  soOyed:  :  "'-That  no 
^*  measure  caii  lioVe  ^  tendency  to  improve  and  perpietuatethe 
'■*  ties  of  amity  and  tx)nweetion  >i«v«^  -^xlMing  between'  6reftit 
'^^  Priiain  and  f^elandi  which  have  nmfishr  their  b^is  the  ttmni- 

'  ^'  fest,  fair  and  free  consent  ahd  approMH^hof  the Pftriiattient 
<*  of  the  tW6  countries  i  ftfid  th«i^%ft)^i^ef''flhcill  Wdi«¥bdr-to 
f'^eblaki  "tta  «{ipearix^  of«ucil '  <^{Mv'4ted  •4[y)Ql»^i3itf(iW"<ii 
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ous  creation  of  Peers.     Either  Peerages  had  been  ,  ^^^^• 

^  either  country  by  employing  the  influence  of  Government  for 
'^tfae  parpose -of  corruption  or  of  intimidation,  is  an  enemy  to 
**  his  Majesty  and  to  the  constitution. ''  Mr.  Pitt  opposed  the 
■loiion,  by  explicitely  declaiming,  that  *^  it  went  to  stigmatizt 
"  every  minister,  whose  persuasions  should  procure  the  dismissal 
**  of  officers  of  the  crown  on  account  of  a  difference  of  scnti* 
^  ment  on  any  great  political  question.  The  practice  arose  out 
**  of  the  very  nature  of  regular  Government^  and  was  necessary 
"  for  the  public  service.''  In  that  same  debate  Lord  Hawkes- 
(Hiry  (now  Earl  of  Liverpool)  justified  the  dismissals;  and 
roundly  denied  any  intimidation  or  corruption :  sp  did  Mr. 
Canning ;  who  was  reproved  by-Mr.  Sheridan  "  for  pleading  the 
^  **  'cause  of  bold  and  barefaced  corruption,  and  thus  clodding  and 
^  contamiQating  with  its  foul  fog  and  baneful  breath  tha  pure 
f  morning  of  his  political  life." 

It  was  not  a  little  singular,  that  on  this  occasion  amongst  th^ 
army  promotions,  which  could  hardly    be  grounded  on  any 
merit  in  forwarding  the  union,  appear  the  names  of  fotir  Catholic 
officers  of  the  Irish    Brigade  late  in  the   service  of   France* 
(OMoorc,  M'DonnelU  M'Carty  and  Stack,)  and  they  head  the 
list  of  the  Lieutenant   Colonels,  whom  his  Majesty  was  thfn 
pleased  to  appoint  to  be  Colonels  in  the  army.    As  the  unioA 
peerages  are  become  lasting  badges  of  service  rendered  to  the 
Pitt-  administration  by  the  more  prominent  favourers  of  that 
iiieastire,  it  is  of  national  importance,  that  the  recollection  of 
them  should  be  facilitated  to  posterity.    New  Baron ie{»  of  Ire- 
land were  on  the  27th  of  December  1800  granted  to  the  follow- 
ing penfons,  viz  :  'Lord  Charles  Fitzgerald,  was  created  Baron 
•Leesde ;   the  Hon.  William  Wald^ave  Baron  Radstotke;  the 
Bigfat  .Honourable  Sylvester  Douglass  Baron   Glenbervie ;  the 
R^t    Honourable  John    Toler    Baron    Norbury ;    Sir    Alan 
Oftfdoer  Baron  Gardner;  Marchioness  Buckingbem  Baroness 
Nogent  tyith  remainder  to  her  2d  son  Lord  G.  Grenvilleand 
.4lie  heirs  male  of  his  body  ;  Frederick   French   Ssqr.  Baron 
'Ari^l^MnijVemaMer  to  the  heirs  male  of  his  late  lather  ;  Eyre 
-  lilftiie ;*> '  Esq.  Bifroii  Clarina;  the  Honourable  Robert  King 
Saite£rris.  .  On  the  29th  of  Dec.  1800  the  following  tiignities 
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"[^  promised  to  Commoners  or  promotions  to  Peers^ 
who  hid  pledged  themselves  to  support  or  not  to 
oppose  that  measure.  Individual  engagements 
were  generally  observed  to  that  effect  with  fidelity 
by  the  British  Minister ;  national  pledges  only  \ve« 
disregarded. 
tSwlh^  According  to  Lord  Castlercagh's  report  to  Par- 
^™pjj*^  liament,  the  military  force  in  Ireland  at  this  time 
tinent.  amounted  to  126,500  men;  viz,  45,839  regulars, 
27, 104  Militia,  and  53,557  Yeomaniy.  Notwith- 
standing the  defensive  and  offensive  means  of 
warfare  were  proportionally  great  in  other  parts  of 
the  British  Empire,  the  success  of  Mr.  Pitt's  mili- 
tary plans  and  operations  had  so  generally  failed 
during  nine  years  contest  with  France,  that  he 
then  had  the  mortification  to  behold  the  French 

were  granted  with  liinitations  to  the  heirs  male  of  the  Grantees, 
"vb.  The  Earl  of  Inchiquin  was  created  Marquis  of  Thomond; 
"  the  Earl  of  Bective,  Marquis  of  Head  fort ;  the  Earl  of  Aha- 
iDont,  Marquis  of  Sligo ;  the  Earl  of  E\y,  Marquis  of  Ely  ; 
Viscount  Castle-Stewart  Earl  of  Castle-Stewart;  Viscount  Do- 
nottghmore.  Earl  of  Donoughmore ;  Viscount  Caledon  Earl  uf 
Caledon ;  Viscount  Kenmare,  I'-arl  of  Kenmare ;  Thomas  Earl 
of  Clanricard  to  be  Earl  of  Glanricardc  of  the  County  of 
Galway,  with  remainder  H>  his  Ist  and  other  daughter  and 
daughters  severally  and  re5^pectively  according  to  priority  of 
birth  and  the  heirs  male  of  such  daughter  and  daughters  severally 
and  respectively ;  Lord  Glentworth,  Earl  of  Limerick ;  Lord 
Somerton  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  Viscount  Somerton;  lord 
Yelvertpn,  Viscount  Avonmore;  Lord  Longaeville  Viscoont 
LoDgueville ;  Lord  Bantry,  Viscount  Bantry ;  Lord  Monck, 
Viscount  Monck ;  Lord  Kilconnel,  Viscount  Dunlo ;  Lord  Talla- 
more.  Viscount  Cbarleville ;  Lord  Kilwaiden,  ViscOunt  KiU 
warden. 
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power  aggrandized  beyond  expectancy,  and  nearly  ,1^^ 
the  whole  continent  of  Europe  confederated  againit 
Great  Britain,  by  having  fallen  under  the  influence, 
direction  or  subjection  of  Bonaparte  by  cession, 
treaty  or  by  conquest*  No  Minister  ever  possessed 
greater  influence  over  the  country,  used  it  more 
despotically  and  retained  it  longer,  than  Mr.  Pitt« 
As  the  present  situation  of  the  Empire  has  been 
brought  forward  by  a  contumacious  adherence  to 
his  system  of  measures,  his  servile  followers  have  the 
plenitude  of  responsibility  for  its  existing  embar- 
rassments. Ireland  since  her  legislative  union  par« 
ticipates  in  common  with  Great  Britain  in  all  the 
general  disasters  of  the  Empire,  and  suflfers  her 
own  peculiar  miseries,  which  aflect  the  rest  of  the 
King's  dominions  no  otherwise,  than  by  checking 
the  powerful  energies  of  above  one  third  of  the 
physical  force  of  the  whole. 

Mr,  Pitt  was  largely  gifted  by  nature.  He  had  Omsuxrt 
been  reared  up  and  formed  not  so  much  to  improve 
his  native  endownients  for  general  purposes,  as  to 
fit  them  for  command  and  rule.  His  greatest 
powers  were  unquestionably  oratorical.  His  voice 
full  and  melodious :  his  language  strong :  his  words 
nicely  marshalled  ;  his  periods  well  formed :  his  . 
perceptions  always  clear,  frequently  brilliant:  some- 
times sublime.  Through  the  who!  eof  his  command- 
ing eloquence  he  shewed,  that  he  had  been  well 
taught;  his  very  tones  and  gestures  were  imposing, 
and  calculated  for  authority  and  office.  He  had 
the  peculiar  adroitness  to  infuse  a  conscious  parti- 
cipation  of  his  triumphs  into  the  individuals^  who 
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^■^P^-  ^  composed  his  majorities  ia  Parliament,  which  no 
minister  ever  kept  in  such  blind  and  devoted  sub- 
serviency.  To  his  natural  ambition,  arrogance 
and  reserve  he  added  official  hauteur  and  mystery. 
He  displayed  the  impetuosity  without  possessing 
the  vigor  of  youth.  He  ynproyidently  projected 
and  rashly  undertook  vast  designs,  which  on  the 
occurrence  of  difficulty  *he  basely  abandoned.  He 
mischievously  delighted  in  the  chapter  of  ?icci» 
dents,  which  he  ever  prolonged  beyond  necessity ; 
vainly  boasting,  that  his  iheasures  >ycre  adapted  to 
his  favourite  concurrence  of  exisiing  circumstances. 
Hence  his  insatiable  ambition  was  pever 'checked,  but 
by  failure  or  discomfiture.  Arrogant  in  success,  be 
disdained  to  negociate,  where  he  ceased  to  dictate. 
He  had  much  cunning  and  vanity.  }ie  would 
descend  to  procure  information  from  the  Jowest^^ 
and  not  reject  the  suggestions  of  the  highest,  witbt 
out  acknowledging  his  obligatioi^  to  either.  To. 
accomplish  his  party  purposes  hh  never  scruj^led 
to  play  with  the  ponsiitution  of  his  country.  H^ 
had  the  address  to  bring  bcforfe  the  pubUc  the  cal- 
culations, plans  and  labours  of  others,  as  the 
genuine  product  of  his  own  powers  •  and  thu% 
acquired  the  credit,  of  a  financier*  and  statesman, 

^  If  tb^  accvimulatioji  of  the  national  debt  argu^  tbe  abiiitj: 
pflhe  Fina,nci€P,  then  indeed  Mr.  Pitt  leaves  his  predecessora 
at  an  awful  distance.  When  he  began  his  solid  system  of  Finance, 
^he  debt  amounted  to  232>OOQ,000  and  he  retiied  from  officei 
afier  having  encreased  the  pressure  of  it  to  the  astonishing 
weight  of  558,000,00^.  Thus  in  17  year's  administratioa  he 
mure  t^iau  doubled  th«  incuitibrance  by  ninetj-four  millioiia* 
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to  wbich  he  was  not  ehtitled.  Hte  studied  pot  Jf^iv, 
tx>  render  himself  amiable,  but  powerful :  could  , 
not  suffer  the  approach  of  an.  equal :  considei^ed 
sincerity  beneath  the  dignity  of  a.$tatesman :  and 
wholly  disregarded  promises  and  pledges  to  thoso; 
whom  he  could  either  deceive  or  oppresib.  Hid 
enemies  n^ver  charged  him  with  parsimony  ot 
avarice.  Heedl^  in  hisi  domestic  oeconomyy  ho 
gave  unchecked  confidence  to  the  managers  of  the 
public  purse^  which  was  frecjuently  abused.  If  as 
9  public  man  he  ever  appeared  accessible  Jto  friend't 
Aip  or  sympathy,  it  was  readily  traced  to  extra* 
ordinary  subserviency  in  the  cabinet,  or  powerful 
8U|)port  in  the  sepate.  His  preference  was  not  tlJS 
congeniality  of  a  friend  or  a  philosopher;  but  ihp 
favor  of  a  despot  His  person  was  meagre  tall  an^ 
gracdess:  his  manners  generally  co^i^  lofty  an4 
forliidding.  £[is  eyes  keen  and  penetrating.  Hin 
^turese^nd  countenance  altogether  repeUing, 

Lord  Cl^re  had  been  the  principal  and  mosti^id  ciait^ » 
j»werful  tool  of  Mr.  ^itt  in  aU  tl^e  measures  re*  SS*^^ 
motely  and  proximately  conducive  to  the  Union.  ]^^^^^ 
f'or  the  purpose  of  effectuating  that  favourite  obt 
fsct,  Mr.  jpitt  found  it  requisite  to  invest  him  and 
Home  others  w^th  krg^r  powers,   tbaQ  h?  eithec 
meant  thjpm  to  r^tain^  or  ever  to  commit  tot.sivjf 
Qther  person  ia  ][reland.  ^  Lord'^^llare  had*^tnucH 
^mbitiOin,  and  consciousnjeaas  .of  his  ovva  talehts 
fuid  consequence  &jb  Mr.  Pitt    When  he  Weiit  t$t 
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biirthens  and  takeo  more  from  our  li)>ectees.  tba^L  any  thsit  t^nf 
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,^^[j  tttend  tlie  first  Imperial  Parliament,  the  old  feal 
of  office  was  cancelledy  and  the  new  Union  seal 
delivered  to  Lord  Viscount  Kilwarden,  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  Lord  Viscount 
Avonmore,  the  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  to 
Ue  kept  by  them  in  commission  durmg  his  absence. 
From  the  conduct  of  I^rd  Clare  during  the  short 
space  of  time,  4hat  he  survived  the  Uiiion,  it  may 
be  inferred,  that  he  carried  with  him  to  England 
Inflated  ideas  of  his  own  meritorious  consequence 
for  having  brought  about  that  important  event ; 
not  unreasonably  expecting,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would 
Bave  admitted  him  to  some  co«ordinate  share  in  tlie 
Government  of  the  now  united  kingdom.  ^He 
4|uickly  perceived,  that  by  snapping  at  the  sha- 
dow, he  had  lost  the  reality  of  that  political  power, 
which  he  had  been  so  long  permitted  to  eiijoy : 
not  indeed  for  his  o wn^  but  for  the  purposes  of 
the  British  Ministei*,  in  his  views  of  degrading 
'  and  emasculating  the  most  prolific  and  warlike 
part  of  the  British  Empire.  Mr.  Pitt  was  too 
ambitious  and  crafty  to  bear  the  familiarity  of  a 
rival :  Lord  Clare  too  haughty  to  brook  the  dis- 
dainful treatment  of  an  inferior.  Perhaps  the  first 
act  of  that  nobleman's  political  sincerity,  was  his 
cordial  repentance  of  having  consented  to  become 
ItJr.  Pitt's  tool  in  carrying  the  Union. 

^''Mtor       No  means  were  omitted  either  in  Ireland  or  in 


meodmg    England,  which  were  within  the  power  ^  the 
supporters  of  the  Union,  to  render  it  at  first  'pala«> 


table.    In  Lotadon.   Cumberland  House  in  Pdl 
Mall  was  taken  and  litted  up  at  a  laige  expence 
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for  the  Union  Club,  into  which  it  was  the  wish  ^  «^^- 
of  tlie  Unionists  to  admit  all  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  such  of  the  English 
as  should  chuse  to  give  sanction  and  countenance 
to  that  measure^.  A  grand  gala  was  instantly 
announced  to  be  in  preparation,  at  which  it  was 
given  out,  that  tlie  Piince  of  Wales  was  to  meet 
Lord  Clare,  and  openly  acknowledge  his  Royal 
Highness'  sense  of  the  high  value  he  put  uppn  his 
Lordship^  exertions  in  bringing  that  desirable  ob- 
ject to  bear. 

The  22d  of  January  was  the  day,  on  which  the  fiha 
Imperial  Parliament  first  met,  pursuant  to  the  late  rtfipJl!Si^ 
prorogation.  ,  In  developing  the  system  of  gwern-  ""^* 
ing  Ireland,  it  is  not  immaterial  to  observe,  chat 
Mr.  Addlngton  was  proposed .  as  the  Speaker  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament  by  Mr.  Pelham,  and  «e- 
eonded  by  Mr.  Charles  Yorke.  The  Parliament 
was  opened  by  commission :  but  the  King's  Speech 
was  not  delivered  till  the  £d  of  February.  Mn 
Pitt  is  said  to  have  tendered  his  resignation  on  the 
11th  of  January,  which  was  not  then  accepted  by 
his  Majesty,  nor  generally  known  to  the  public 
In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  lost  not  sight  of  Ire* 
land.  The  French  papers  boastingly  announced, 
that  three  powerful  armaments  were  preparFng  to 

-^  MoTtUyAod  fashiim  at  fiisl  iaduced  several  penoos  to  be- 
come  members  of  thai  Club.  It  soon  fell  off,  and  Oie  Club^  af- 
terwards fiwDd  it  necessary  to  take  a  smaller  bouse,  aad  reduce 
tbeir  system  of  expeoce.  Tbe  reductioa  hqweTer  of  the  Chib 
fid  not  keep  pace  with  the  disappointment,  repentance  and  di»* 
approbalieo^  the  measure,  iriM  feat  II  fSM. 
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1W1.  leave  Brest  Gehthau)ne  was  to  command  one 
fleet  of  nine  sail  of  the  line ;  La  Foni^hc  another 
df  five ;  and. a  combined  fleet  of  15  French,  and 
as  many  Spanish  sail  of  the  line  with  frigates  and 
transports  was  destined  for  the  invasion  of  Ire* 
land  under  Admiral  Bruiv  *  and  it  was  given  out 
in  the  confidential  papers  of  Government,  tlw^t 
large  bodies  were  on  their  march  to  Bres.t  to  ht 
|>uton  board.  Government  at  the  same  time  a^t^ 
terppted  to  disguise  some  of  the  moat  flagrant 
illegality  of  their  conduct  lind^r  the  appearance  of 
conciliation  and  justice  towards  Ireland.  They 
sent  Mr.  Basilico,  a  special  messenger,  to  conduct. 
Mr.  Roger  0*ConnoV,  a  State  prisoner^  from  Fori 
,  George  in  the  North  of  Scotland  to  London^ 
where  he  was  formally  liberated  upofl  bail^ji  on 

'  *  Viz.  himself  in  50001.  and  Mr.  George  Smith  ^  HugH 
Bell  in  2,5001.  each*  The  recognisance  was  acknowledged  bt" 
fore  the  Bow-street  Magistrate^  the.  late  Sir  Richard  Ford.  I^ 
bound  Mr.  R.  O'Connor  not  %o  return  without  license  to  Ireland^ 
but  to  remain  in  Middlesex^  pr  whtfrevef^  else  iii  England  ti 
sboutd  please  bis  Majesty  lo  appoint  during  the  war*  It  ba4 
long  b^n  a  leading  principle  of  the  systi^oi,  that  th^  li^ish  should 

b^  shut  out  of  the  bulwarkil  of  the  British  Cpnstitution.  and  theif 

■  •  ;  ^         .  -  » 

personal  liberty  rendered  dependant  upon  the  suspicion  of  Priv][ 
Counsellors  or  Secretaries  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  This  antl* 
'  constitutional  innovation  n^c^^sai^ily  introduced,  a  new  sp«ci^ 
of  criminal  process  bottomed  upon  the  floating  humours  and  in- 
terests of  the  underlings  of  power.  A  detailed  account  there-  > 
Ihfe  ^f  the  "dealing  With  such  auspeci^  person,  to  whom  «o  d^lja-, 
^uency  can  be  bpdugbk  home)  is'as  requisites  to  iiliistr«te  th^  p^t 
<i»f  ibe  systenH  as  a  Teptnt  of  a  legal .  trial  is  to  ascertain^ 
Cinovra  law  of  tbt  land..  The  insU-uction  to  b«  acc^nired  fnoq^ 
catJi  case  futmaUy  sbola  tu{  ti0ty  olher  coBsidfratioa  of  the.iiv 
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the  24th  day  of  January  1801,     It  wa9  weakly 

dividual^  than  that^  which  brings  him  under  the  suspicion  of  Go^ 
•\ernmeat  in  one  case,  or  the  arm  of  tlie  law  io  the  other. 

Mr.  R,  O'Connor,  though  a  younger  brother,  was  in  the  spirit 
of  the  old  Jpish  tannestry  made  the  head  of  his  family  (or  sept) 
by  being  put  into  possession  of  the  family  mansion  and  estate  of 
Connortille,  within  14*  miles  of  Bantry  Bay.  H^  was  a  nephew 
of  Lord  Longueviile,  whaas  vehemently  supported  the  system 
of  coercion,  as  O'Connor  deprecated  and  opposed  it.  In  Do* 
cember  1796,.  O'Connor  rendered  signal  services  to  that  part  of 
our  army  of  above  50()0  militia  men,  who  were  sent  to  Bantry 
to  oppose  the  landing  of  the  French.  The  merit  of  those  ser* 
vices  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  chearfulness,  with  which  ih6f 
were  performed  by  O*0onnor  and  his  tenants,  and  the  lament- 
able distre$s,  to  which  the  troops  were  then  reduced*  The  bil- 
leting money,  whic^  was  offered  to  O'Connor  for  having  main'^ 
tained  the  men,  he  generously  distributed  amongst  them^  irt  aid 
of  their  further  wants.  Kindness  ever  ensures  the  gratitude 
of  the  Irish  people.  In  the  follow ir\g  month  of  April,  O'Con- 
nor's steward  was  taken  into  custody  by  Lord  Bantry,  on  the  in- 
formation of  one  Cullinanei  an  approver,  for  having  administered 
the  oath  of  union,  and  was  conveyed  to  Cork  goal.  Tlie  stew- 
ard and  Cullinane  were  twice  examined  on  oath  by  Lord  Bantry 
and  the  Rev.  Mr,  Selleto,  and  repeatedly  swore,  that  O'Connor 
knew  nothing  of  their  being  concerned  in  the  Union,  Wbilsfc 
they  were  confined,  every  means  of  threat,  promise,  lure  and 
punishment  were  successively  resorted  to,  in  order  to  extort  from 
them  souiething,  that  would  implicate  O'Connor.  They  could 
extract  nothing  even  from  the  approver  Cullinane.  Notwith- 
standing a  warrant  signed  by  six  Privy  Counsellors  issued  to  ap- 
prehend him.  O'Connor  having  received  information  of  their  in- 
tent, quitted  his  house,  and  was  at  the  distance  of  12  miles, 
.when  the  detachment  of  horse  arrived  at  Connorville.  They 
searched  the  house  from  the  garret  to  the  cellar  for  arms,  but 
found  none :  they  offered  extravagant  bribes  to  the  servants, 
who  refused  to  betray  their  master:  they  marched  back  disap-^ 
pointed*    On  the  next  day  O^Connor,  though  he  objected  to 


12  Hie  Reign  of  George 

WJ^  imagined,  that  one  solitary  act  of  tardy  and  im- 

give  himself  up  to  the  military,  through  his  I^w  Agent,  of- 
fcred  to  surrender  himself  to  Judge  Chamberlain,  \«  ho  was  then 
holding  the  assizes  at  Cork,  provided  he  would  give  him  an  as-  ' 
France  of  being  tried  immediately  for  whatever  should  be  al- 
leged ;^ainst  him.     On  the  Judge's  expressing  his  inability  to 
comply  with  that  request,  whilst  the  habeas  corpus  was  sus* 
pended,  he  went  to  England.     There  he  received  on  the  8th  of 
June  by  the  same  packet  the  copy  of  a  proclamation  issued  by 
Lord  Camden  on  the  iTthof  May  1797,  inviting  every  persoo 
to  come  in  and  surrender,  and  give  security  for  the  peace  on  an 
aauratice  qf  being  no  furtha*  questioned,  and  an  account  tha^  5 1 
peasants  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Connorville  (though  none  of 
O'Connor's  tenants)  had  been  thrown  into  goal  on  the  oaths  of 
two  hired  informers.     He  returned  to  Ireland,  mainly  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  those  persons,  all  of  whom  he  knew  to  be    . 
)oyal  and  faithful  men,  and  surrendered  himself  at  Mallow  to 
Lord  Kinsale  and  Sir  James  Cotter  on  the  faith  of  the  proclaqia- 
tion,  and  on  the  18th  of  June  informed  Lord  Camden  and  Mr* 
Secretary  Pel  ham  of  his  having  complied  with  its  terms.     He 
returned  not  to  Connorville  till  the  5th  of  July.     He  was  soon 
after  perfidiously  invited  to  the  camp  near  Bandon  by  Brigadier 
General  Coote,  and  there  arrested  on  the  14(b  of  July,  under  a 
State  warrant,  dated  on  the  1st  of  July,  but  few  days  an;er  he 
had  sent  his  certificate  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  his  ^cretary 
of  having  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  proclamation  of 
the  17th  of  May.     General  Coote  having  no  further  orders^ 
knew  not  how  to  deal  with  his  prisoner.     He  accompanied  him 
to  Bandon,.  where  he  was  detained  three  days.     On  the  3d 'day 
of  his  detention  there,  OTonnor  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  PcU 
ham  dated  on  the  very  day,  on  which  he  had  been  arrested  at 
the  camp,  desiring  him  to  repair  to  Dublin  immediately,  as  Go- 
vernment was  informed,  he  could  throw  much  light  on  Irish 
affairs,  that  he  might  rest  assured  of  his  person  being  perfectly 
secure,  and  that  he  should  be  permitted  iipmediately  after  to  re* 
turn  home  unmolested.     As  this  letter  from  Mr.  Pelbam  was 
written  before  his  having  been  taken  into  custody  could  have  been 
known  in  Doblm,  General  Coote  found  it  necesary  to  write 
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perfect  justice  would  be  received  by  the  Irish  peo-  ^J^ 

for  fresh  commands  to  the  castk,  before  he  coukt  dispose  of  bis 
prisoner.  He  soon  received  an  onier  to  send  O'Connor  to 
Dablin,  under  charge  of  a  military  officer ;  and  be  arrived 
there  on  the  23d  of  Juiy  escorted  by  Captain  Uocbe  of  the 
thirtieth  regiment  of  Infantry.  It  here  becomes  requisite  to 
observe^  that  the  eldest  brother^  Mr.  Robert  Longfield  OC<lii« 
nor,  who  with  the  name  possessed  the  full  spirit  of  his  uncle, 
was  eminently  active  in  forwarding  the  system.  His  former  me* 
rit  had  .been  rewarded  bv  a  valuable  civil  appointment,  aiid 
his  further  services  were  remunerated  by  a  military  comalandy 
both  of  which  to  this  day  he  enjoys.  On  the  morning  of  the  2ith 
of  July,  O'Connor  had  a  long  conference  with  Mr,  Pelham  on 
the  snhject  and  tenor  of  his  letters  to  Lord  Camden  and  himself^ 
vrhich  lay  open  and  arranged  on  the  Secretary's  desk ;  upon 
the  whole  of  which  Mr.  Pelham  expressed  himself  satisfied 
with  O'Connor's  statements  and  explanations.  They  were  then 
whole  and  perfect  and  spoke  for,  themselves*  No  difTicultiet 
upon  them  arose  in  the  mind  of  the  Secretary,  whilst  the  com- 
plete context  explained  the  particular  parts.  But  O'Connor 
grievously  complainerl  afterwards  that  Mr.  Toler,  (then  Attor« 
ncy  General,  now  Lord  Norbury)  did  on  the  21st  of  February, 
1799  maliciously  garble  and  distort  passages  in  them,  in  order  to 
add  venom  to*  almost  impassioned  invective  against  him  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  when  he  opposed  a  motion  of  Mr.  O'Donnell, 
nisreprcsented  in  the  government  prints  as  a  motion  for  the 
liberation  of  O'Connor  out  of  custody :  whereas  it  was  a  nao- 

r  highly  important  to  the  personal  liberty  of  the  subject, 
producing  before  the  house  the  several  warrants,  upon 
which  O'Connor  had  been  arrested  in  £ngland,  thence  trans- 
mitted to  Ireland,  remitted  to  England,  and  thence  again  trans- 
mitted to  and  imprisoned  in  Irelend.  The  motion  was  nega- 
tived. The  warrants  were  never  produced. 

frhe  next  subject  of  conversation  turned  npon  what  is  sp 
incorrectly  termed  the  examination  of  Heberi,  %  French  pri^ 
ioner  at  Dunmanway.  It  bore'date  the  Itk  of  June  1797,  wat 
written  on  a  loose  scrap  of  paper,  and  was  neither  attested  nor 
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2f^  plfe  as  a  boon ;  and  that  under  colour  of  lenity, 

•worn.  It  was  the  production  of  Mr.  Robert  L.  0*Copnor. 
It  purported  to  give  an  account  of  Hebert's  having  come  in  the 
dead  of  a  winters  night  to  Gonnorville  to  t^ke  dispatches froDi 
O'Connor  to  the  French  Govermpent^  and  that  O'Connor  thea 
s^ore  in  the  Frenchman  an  United  Irishman,  and  lent  him  a 
horse  to  ride  back  to  his  quarters.  Whereas  the  real  fact  wsm, 
9B  O^Connor  stated  to,  and  Mr.  Pelham  gave  him  full  credit  for, 
fuid  as  it  afterwards  appeared  by  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  Hebert 
himself,  and  his  wife^s  uncle  Mr.  Dogberty  ;  that  Hebert,  whom 
O'Connor  had  never  before  nor  since  seen  came  to  O'Connor  at 
fiigfat  in  February  accompanied  by  a  tradesman,  who  ii^orked 
.  for  some  of  his  servants^  to  ask  advice^  as  from  a  professional 
jnan,  whether  he  could  take  his  father,  (a  fellow  prisoner  with 
hiim)  in  «xecutioa.  Hebert  the  son  had  married  an  Irish  young 
woman  of  some  fortune :  a  part  ot  which  he  had  lent  to  his  fa* 
i^ey  on  the  security  of  his  bond  and  warrant  to  confess  a  judg- 
iB^nt :  and  he  wished  to  commit,  his  own  father  to  goal.  The 
father  expected  to  be  included  in  a  cartel  for  exchange  of  pri- 
•onersy  which  if  it  took  place,  the  son  despaired  of  ever  reco* 
Bering  his  money.  On  hearing  the  case,  O'Connor  rang  the 
belU  and  ordered  the  man  instantly  out  of  the  house:  and  if  his 
jervants  supplied  him  with  a  horse,  it  was  without  his  privity  <ur 
Approbation.  The  reason  of  his  coming  by  night,  was  because 
Gonnorville  lay  beyond  the  boundaries  of  his  parole.  Afler 
Mr.  Pelham  had  scrupulously  sifted  the  case  of  Hebert^  he  li\)e« 
fated  O'Connor,  and  told  Captain  Roche,  that  he  needed  no 
'  longer  to  attend  him  as  a  prisoner :  desiring  O'Connor  ^t  to  ^ 
leare  town  till  three  o'clock  on  that  day  :  after  which  hoar«  if 
he  should  not  hear  from  him,  he  was  at  liberty  to  go  whither  he 
pleased. 

Before  O'Connor  had  left  Mr.  Pelham  on  the  2Mh,  he  re- 
marked, that  the  informatiop,  which  Government  appeared  tp 
receive  and  act  opon  was  most  extravagantly  false  and  inconaitt- 
ent. .  With  refev^QCtto.  hiq»^^  he  entreated  a  favor  to  be  can- 
didly told,  if  ih^  iaf(M'Oii|tipa  a^nst  him  did  not  pvQceed  from 
;«ne  individual,  be  sh^iilfl  aome.    The  Secretary  indulged  Jhim 
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conciliation,  and  justice,  the  still  predominating  ^J^ 

at  to  a  single  bomiaation^  and  Robert  L.  0'Cl)tonor  was  fixed 
upon  and  allowed  to  be  the  only  informer  in  Hebert*s  matter* 
Whilst  O'Confior  was  confined  in  fiandon,  he  had  heard  some  in* 
credible  layings  reported  of  his  brother  Robert;  which  having 
been  uttered  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Roctie>  he  determined  to 
bring  tfaO  truth  of  the  report  to  the  test,  and  begged  Mr.  Pelhani 
to  call  him  in.  Captain  Roche  without  any  preface  was  askedt 
whether  or  bo  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  some  very  extraordi- 
nary sayings  of  Mf  •  R.  L.  O'Connor  had  not  been  uttered  rela* 
4ive  to  his  brother.  Upon  which  Captain  Roche  asserted,  *'  that 
*'  tts  he  and  two  of  his  brother  olfficers  were  riding  opposite  Con* 
^  nonrille  house,  they  met  Mr.  R.  L.  O'Connor,  of  whom  one  of 
'^  tkeoi  enquired,  to  whom  4hat  beautiful  place  belonged.  H^ 
**  answered  to  himself.  Captain  Rpche  replied,  he  thought  it 
^'was  the  Beat  of  Mr.  O'Connor,  who  had  quitted  tlie  country* 
^  Oh !  replied  Mr.  Robert  L.  O^Connor  it  was  his,  but  now  it's 
^  minie.  I  am  lold  he  has  come  back  to  Irelandf  and  I  hope  sooa 
^  to  see  the  Ttllain  hanged."  The  feelings  of  O'Connor  and  Cap- 
tain Roche  may  be  imagined*  Afler  a  pause,  even  Mr.  Pelhaa 
■aid  with  appaurent  emotion,  "  l)0n^t  be  uneasy  about  the  mon^ 
*'  ater.  We  have  received  intelligence  of  the  sort  of  man  he  Hp 
*'  and  henceforth  we  shall  pay  no  attention  to  any  inforxpatioa 
'^  from  him." 

The  reason,  why  Mr.  Pelham  requested  O^Conioor  pot  toleara 
Dublin  before  three  o'clock  pn  the  24th  was  this.  Whilst  O'Con- 
nor was  confined  in  Bandon,  Mr.  Robert  L.  O^Connor  seat  for 
•Coiiioane  the  cipprqyer,  who  had  informed  against  O'Connor's 
j||#.ward  in  April,  and  after  having  expressed  great  personal  re- 
Ijafdlbr  hio),;  he  iusidioosly  and  falsely  told  him,  that  O'Connol' 
il^as  gqif^-g  (p  Publin  to  give  information  agauist  24  United  Irish- 
-sien,  a^  tbe  h«ad  of  whose  liststood  Cullinaae  :  and  therefore  to 
sm^  btins^elf,  he  recommejaded  to  him  to  swear  against  O'Coa* 
ilor«  ftud  tofiqred  .  immediately  to  take  hi^  information.  This 
happened: pti.ThHtKlay  the  ^^b  of  July.  CalUnane  for  soqio 
tioieVart!(iiptfd,  alkgiif^f^that  nvK^hinConpalioA  wonld  npt  1^  ere- 
.diHtL  aftftriAe  hftsl  kwaki^  in  April  before  Lcu^l  gantry  awl  JAt. 
ftlliitt>''^tlii(  C^QtmoF  wstf  iv>t  ia  apy  w^y  implicated  ia  the 
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*^'*    spirit  and   principles  of  divii^ion,    acrimony,  and 

Union.    He  wis  however  so  vebetnently  urged  to  mike  this  cau- 
tionary information  in  self-defence^  and    o  solemnly  assured* 
that  it  should  never  be  used,  but  to  defend  him  against  the  in- 
tended information  of  O'Connor,  he  at  last  began  to  hesitate  : 
and  On  the  faith  of  tliis  loyal  and  sealous  Magistrate,  in  order  to 
keep  up  all  proper  appearances,  he  conseirted  to  take  home  with 
htm  a  sumith>n8  for  the  next  day  in  his  pocket,  to  ward  off  all 
suspicion  of  his  being  an  hired  informer :  and  promised  in  the 
mean  time  to  think  of  the  business.    On  the  nexir  day  be  at* 
tended  the  summons.    The  fabrication  of  this  information  took 
Dp  the  whole  day,  and  it  was  not  finished  before  Captain  Roche's 
departure.     Brigadier  General  Coote,  who  played  a  principal 
part  in  this  mysterious  drama,  was  privy  to  the  manufiacluring 
of  the  information  by  Mr.  R.  L.  O'Connor,  and  sent  i  letter 
to  Mr.  Pelham  by  Captain  Roche,  stating  the  difficulty  and 
length  of  the  information,  and  promising,  that  it  should  be  in* 
fallibly  in  Dublin  on  Monday  the  24th  by  the  post»  which  then 
arrived  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon;    It  did  arrive  at  thai 
hour :  but  after  all  Mr.  Pelham  had  on  that  very  morn  ing  heard 
and  said  concerning  the  veracity,  credibility,  and  feeling  of  Mr* 
Robert  L.  O'Connor,  he  could  not  on  the  first  impulse  anaex 
any  serious  consequence  to  the  operations  of  fraternalr  malice  ' 
upon  ignorance  and  iniquity.     He  not  only  did  not  send  to 
O'Connor  before  three  o'clock  on  the  day  he  received  the  infbr^ 
mation,  but  on  the  next  day  he  wrote  to  the  Cork  General  tb 
this  efiect.    '*  My  dear  Sir,  Captain  Roche  will  report  to  yod 
'•  his  arrival  hf  re  with  Mr.  O'Connor.    They  will  return  to* 
''  morrow,  but  Mr.  O'Connor  is  discharged  from  any  arrest,  and 
«'  is  out  on  the  bail  he  entered  mto  at  Mallow."  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral Coote  on  the  day  he  received  this  leUer  from  Mr.  P^l* 
ham,  instantly  sent  a  copy  of  it  to .  Mrs.  O'Conqor,  presuin* 
ing,   that  it  would  give  her  pleasure  to  hear  of  her  husbands 
liberation.     Captain  Roche   was   not   accompanied  back  t6  "* 
Cork  by  O'Connor,  who  had  another  interview  with  Mr.  Ptoh 
hain  on  the  20tb  of  July,  at  which  he  toM  O'Connor  of  his  har- 
ing  reccived^  %  very  sirioos  ioibrmatioii  against  bito,  not  hmg   . 
after  his  leaving  biai  on  Monday,  but  added,  we  shall  f^  no 
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consequent  debilitation  would  be  concealed  fropa  ^|f^ 


(Utemion  to  it,  as  it  comes  fi-om  your  bro^ier.  The  Secretary  al- 
luded to  the  fabricated  infurmation  of  Cullinade  :  the  falsity^ 
motiresy  and  grounds  of  which  appeared  afterwards  by  the  affi- 
davit of  Lieutenant  Spear  of  the  dth  or  King's  reciment  of  foot, 
who  -was  a  witness  to  the  whole  «cene  of  Robert  L.  O'Connor's 
ii^luencii^  and  intimidating  Cullinane  into  that  forced  and  false 
infbrtnaction.  Lieut  Spear  swore,  that  whilst  he  was  standing 
in  a  field  near  Mr.  It.  L.  O'Connor's  house^  as  Cullinane  Was 
adTancing  towards  them,  he  thus  accosted  Lieutenant  Spear* 
*'  Here  comes  one  of  the  greatest  rascals  and  .villains  existing* 
**  He  is  coming  to  swear  informations  against  that  villain  my 
**  brother/'  Afterwards  Cullinane  in  open  Court  confirmed  the 
whereof  Lieutenant  Spear's  evidence,  add  prayed  forgiveness  of 
his  Cod  and  his  country,  for  having  yielded  to  the  threats  and 
promises  of  Mr.  R.  L.  O'Connor,  by  swearing  false  testimony 
against  his  brother.  On  the  26th  of  July  O'Connor  left  Dub* 
tin  oo  his  return  home,  where  however  he  only  staid  one  day« 
taking  his  wife  and  children  to  Kinsale  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ts)t  water.  There  Lord  Kinsale  shewed  him  a  letter  he  had  re* 
ceived  from  Lord  Camden  of  the  same  purport,  as  Mr.  Pelham's 
to  General  Coote  Here  also  O'Connor  was  apprized  of  farther 
^ircmnstances  relating  to  Hebert,  which  were  afterwards  sworn 
Id  by  Mr.  Dogheriy,  Hebert's  wife's  uncle,  before  the  Mayor 
ff  Cefk :  a  copy  of  the  affidavit  O'Connor  sent  to  Lord  Camden  on 
the  I8H1  of  October  1797.  A  new  and  more  wicked  detail  of 
Alsifeies  and' slanders  against  O'Connor  was  presented  to  young 
Robert  to^ swear  to,  on  pain  of  instant  death.  Threats  proving 
unavailing,  -persuasion  was  resorted  to.  That  succeeded  no  bet- 
ler.  Corruption  was  then  tried  :  and  the  Frenchman  indignantly 
Tweeted  the  offer  of  300\  in  hand,  and  an  annuity  of  300l.  for 
liis  hft,  and  a  free  voyage  to^  America,  if  he  would  swear  to 
Ais  ocnv  information,  or  even^  if  he  would  give  the  sanction  of 
hife  oath  to  the  original  unattested  paper  of  the  Ist  of  June  :  the 
dfed  of  which  Mr.  Ptelbam  had  so  pointedly  scouted  on  the 
ftth '<tff  July.  Henceforth  with  reason  O'Connor' considered 
iimself  a  free  man :  nothing  hanging  over  him  but  the  recQgn^ 
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li^llv  sight,  and  secured  from  reflection.     It  is  everdan- 

zance  of  lOOOl.  entered  into  at  Mallow  for  preserving  the  King's 
peace  for  seven  years. 

On  the  10th  of  September  O'Connor^  who  bad  been  called  to, 
but  had  never  regularly  practised  at  the  Bar,  appeared  in  G>urt 
at  the  Cork  assizes,  as  advocate  for  the  51  peasants  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Connorville,  who  had  'been  lying  in  goal 
through  the  whole  Sunmier.^  They  were  called  not  indiftrently 
or  innocently  O'Connor's  Gang:  their  fate  was  anUcipated 
through  the  party :  .17  were  to  be  hanged,  the  remsuning  34 
were  to  be  sent  to  condemned  regiments.  They  were  all  ac- 
quitted ;  and  O'Connor  at  the  same  assizes  prosecuted  the  two 
hired  witnesses,  who  swore  against  them,  and  convicted  them  of 
perjury.  They  were  transported  for  seven  years  to  Botany  Bay. 
Foiled  in  their  attempt  to  immolate  so  much  innocent  blood  to 
the  resistless  sweep  of  perjured  and  purchased  informers,  tl^ 
faction  reverted  to  the  foul,  aod  lately  scoffed  at  sources  of  iti* 
formation,  which  had  appeared  even  too  rank  for  Mr.  Pelham's 
voracity  for  coercion.  They  requested,  that  Hebcri't  and  Culli^ 
nane's  informations  might  be  sent  down  to  Cork,  that  bills  of  in- 
dictment might  be  found  upon  them  by  the  Grand  Jury :  for 
that,  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  any  examples  in  the  jcouuty 
pf  Cork,  whilst  O'Connor  was  at  large^  Ou  the  17  th  day  of  the 
assizes,  after  the  regular  Judges  had  quitted  the  country,  and 
Mr.  Serjeant  Cfuitterton  remained  as  assessor  to  hold  the  ai^ 
journed  assizes  and  dismiss  the  Grand  Jury,  true  bilb  were  found 
against  O'Connor,  and  a  capias  instantly  issued,  by  virtue  of 
which  be  was  apprehended  and  confined  in  goal  till  the  next 
assizes,  which  did  not  happen  till  seven  months  after. 

By  permission  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Chatterton,   O'Connor  at« 
.tended  the  Court  on  the  next  day,  where  he  submitted  to  thie 
Judge  the  treachery  of  the  proceedings  ^against  him  :  pleaded 
the  faith  of  the  proclamation,  related  his  interviews  with  Mr* 
.Pelham,  urged  his  liberation  with  both  these  fabricated  infonua- 
.   tions  before  him  at  the  time  the  ^Secretary  set  him  free,  pro- 
duced General  Coote's  letter  to  Mrs.  O'Connor,  and  a  copy  -of 
Mr  Pelham's  to  Genejral  Coot^  pressed  it  opo^  the  Court,  that 
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geroas  to  play  upon  the  good  sense  of  the  people.  ,^^^ 

Hehert  kad  never  been  sworn,  and  called  upon  Cullinane,  who 
was  present  in  Court,  to  come  forward  at  last,  and  yield  to  the 
force  of  troth.     On  this  occasion  it  was,  that  Lieutenant  Spear 
brought  forward  his  affidavit,  and  Cullinane  confirmed  the  whole, 
as  has  been  related.    The  Court  was  paralyzed.     The  Judge 
paused.     In  his  embarrassment  he  took  a  middle  course  between 
his  judgment  and  his  interest.     He  agreed  to  adjourn  the  assizes 
for   ID  days,  to  give  O'Connor  an  opportunity  of  applying  to 
Mr..P^Ihan,  who,  he  doubted  not,  would  instantly  direct  his 
liberation,  and,  as  he  also  added,  te  give  himself  an  opportunity 
of  receiving  instructions  from  the  Governriient,  how  he  was  to 
proceed.     O'Connor  conceiving  it  impossible,  that  Mr.  Pelham 
should,  as  a  man  of  common  honesty,  justice,  or  honor,  have 
converted  these  well  known  &brications  into  the  engines  of  his 
murder  and  destruction,  wrote  by  that  day's  post  to  the  Secre- 
tary in  the  style  of  complaint  against  the  Magistrates  and  Grand 
Jury,  who,  he  assumed,  were  acting  in  direct  contravention  to 
the  wishes  and  directions  of  Government.     The  spirit  of  the 
system  had  in  the  mean  time  gained  upon  the  Castle,  and  Mr. 
Pelham  instantly  dispatched  a  peremptory  command  to  Mr.  Ser« 
jeant  Chatterton  not  to  open  the  Court  pursuant  to  his  adjourn- 
ment.    The  consequence  was,  O'Connor  remained  dungeoned, 
without  redress  for  seven  months.     To  O'Connor  himself  Mr. 
Secretary  wrote  the  following  letter,  which  will  appear  singular 
in  proportion  as  it  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  incredible  combi- 
tiation  of  all  the  circumstances,  which  actually  attended  it. 

\ 

Dublin  Castle,  Oct,  4,  1797. 
"  Sir, 

*'  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult.  in  reply  to 
*'  which  I  have  to  observe,  that  you  had  neither  my  counts- 
**  nance  nor  consent  to  attend  the  assizes.  On  the. contrary,  I 
"  imagined  you  haid  gone  to  !Eogland  long  since.  With  the  af- 
"  fairpf  your  arrest.  Government  ha^  now  nothing  more  to  do, 
"  biijtihayinjg  been  fpnnd  against  you  by  the  Grand  Jury  of 
^  your\  conn  try.     If  you  have  been  indicted  for  admrnisterinf 

C  2  -^ 
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i!^'v  '^^^^  moment  of  their  consciousneB?i  of  deception  \% 

'*  unlawful  oaths,  you  will  of  course  be  distharged  ufider  tbe 
*'  terms  of  the  proclamation.  Whether  your  conduct  before  or 
"  since  the  proclamation  warrants  the  ciiarges  now  brooght 
*\  against  you,  must  be  determined  by  ttiose  on  the  'spot»  wfao 
*^  have  the  circumstances  before  them. 

"  I  am,  Str>  &c. 

T.  PELHAM." 

During  this  period  of  O'Connor's  confinement,  the  base  and 
'  stale  trick  was  repeatedly  practised  upon  him  of  sending  in  li^x 
his  servant  letters  treasonable  in  their  nature  or  consequeoGCf  : 
and  it  was  so  contrived,  that  very  quickly  after  the  delivery^  a 
file  of  soldiers  was  introduced  to  search  and  seize  his  |>apeis. 
He  however  had  always  the  prudence,  when  any  such  Utten ' 
were  delivered  to  him,  to  seal  them  up  and  deliver  them  to  tbe 
goaler,  whereby  he  frustrated  their  malice.     HaviAg  advertised 
a  reward  of  5001.  to  any  one,  who  would  discover  the  writer  of 
those  letters,  he  received  an  acknowledgment  from  the  writer  of 
them,  (who  decHned  mentioning  names)  that  he  had  been  em* 
ployed  to  write  them,  in  order,  that  they  might  be  found  in  his 
possession,  and  to  serve  as  tevidence  to  take  awa}'  his  life.  When. 
he  sent  that  letter  of  acknowledgment  to  a  public  printing-office 
in  Cork,  that^it  might  be  inspected  by  numbers,  and  thus  lead 
to  a  speedier  discovery  of  the  writer,  it  was  procured  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  printer,  by  forging  the  name  of  O'Connor ;  and 
having  afterwards  sent  an  account  of  the  transaction  to  be  pub- 
lished  by  that  printer,  the  military  garrison  of  Cork,  with  the 
Mayor  a^  their   head,  without  notice  or  warrant  assailed  hit 
house,  destroyed  his  frames  and  types,  demolished  the  whole 
concern,  seized  and  threw  his  person  into  goal.     Thus  precisely 
had  the  Noitherii  Star  been  eclipsed  by  military  tactic  at  Belfast 

in  1796. 

At  tlie  Spring  assizes  for  Cork,  XyConnor  was  unaToidably 
brought  to  trial,  upon  the  indictments  found  against  him  on  the 
several  infermatiods  (if  istich  they  could  be  called)  of  Hefaert  vmI 
Cullinane. .  Hebert  tvas  in  the  gaard-hoose^  under  militaiy  ck 
cprt,  aiixiouf t  but  not  allowed  to  proclaim  in  open  Court  bv 
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the  birth  of  hostility  to  the  deceiver.     In  nothing  ^°^ 

utt^r  inability  to  give  in  evidence  any  ihiiij^,  which  could  tend 
to  crimiilate  O'Connor.     Cullinane  on  the  other  hand  was  ia 
Coart,  though  strongly  instigated  by  the  prosecutors  to  return 
to  his  home»  still  solicitous  to  repeat  once  more  in  face  of  his 
Goqntry  his  difltclaimer  and  recantation  of  the  false  testimony, 
which  Mr.  R.  L.  O'Connor  had  seduced  him  to  gire  against  his 
brother.     In  very  few  minutes  O'Connor  was  acquitted  :  and  the 
symptoms  of  exultation,  which  instantaneously  manifested  them* 
selves  to  the  public,  filled  the  Court  and  neighbourhood  with  the 
most  awful  apprehensions.     The  Judge  entreated  O'Connor  to 
g»oat  of  Court  and  appease  the  people.     He  prudently  begged 
leave  to  remain  under  the  protection  of  the  Court,  till  the  tumult 
flbouki  sqbside.     Had  he  gone  forth  into  the  street^  he  would 
have  exposed  himself  to  the  craft,  malice,  and  irritation  of  his 
-enemies  $  and  perhaps  fallen  the  first  victim  to  the  confusion^ 
which  they  had  predetermined  to  create :  or  he  would  on  the 
other. hand  have  been  rendered  responsible  for  the  consequences 
of  the  riots,  which  the  feelings  of  either  party  might  have  ex- 
cited.   Great  was  the  provocation  of  the  ascendancy  party  at 
O'Connor's  acquittal :   greater,  that  his  triumph  was  enjoyed 
wiihoat  violence  or  outrage. 

Go  that  very  day  however  he  set  off  for  London,  where  he  ar- 
rived on  the  fourth  day,  and  having  applied  to  the  Duke .  of 
PsorUand  for  leajre  to  be  admitted  to  see  his  brother  Arthur,  then 
coofioed  at  Maidstone,  he  was  arrested  at  fiv^  o'clock  on  the 
next  morning  by  four  King's  Messengers,  and  sent  back  under 
custody  to  Dublin,  where,  ailer  having  narrowly  escaped  ship- 
wreck, he  had  not  rested  three  hours,  ere  he  was  remanded  back 
to  London.  Before  he  set  out  on  his  return  to  England,  he  was 
assured  by  Mr.  Cooke,  that  they  did  not  pretend  to  have  any 
charge  against  him ;  but  they  considered  him  dangerous  from 
his  popularity.  Government  now  saw  their  error  and  repented^ 
not  having  followed  his  (Mr.  Cooke's)  advice.  He  should  not 
have  been  brought  to  trial  at  Cork,  but  kept  confined  under  the 
act  for  suspending  the  habeas  corpus.  He  was  forced  to  travel 
ibove  1200  miles,  and  cross  the  Channel  three  tiroes  in  13  days 
without  taking  ofi*  his  cloihes  for  above  seven  hours.     Upon  the 
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^Jf^^-  does  a  corrupt  Government  betray  more  weakness^ 
than  by  selecting  a  man  of  integrity  and  firmness 
as  an  object  of  their  suspicion,  fear,  or  jealousy. 
The  failure  or  detection  of  a  single  act  of  systema- 
tic profligacy  or  perjury  l>ought  for  a  hundred 
pounds,  divests  the  Government  of  nwre  confi- 
dence and  strength,  than  can  be  repurchased  by 
several  millions. 
step»]*^aci.      After  the  fruitless  efforts  of  nine  years  revolu- 

inf  to  Mr,       ^  -        ^  •'  ,  ^ 

Pitt's  retir-  tionary  warfare,  Mr.  Pitt  could  no  longer  disguise 
fice.         to  his  wounded  pride  the  aggrandizement  of  his 

acqaittafof  .Mr.  Arthur  (yCoiraorof  the  charges,  for  which  he 
was  confined  and  tried  at  Maidstone,  the  two  brothers  were 
brought  back  in  custody  to  Dublin,  and  confined  in  the  same 
goal.  There  0'Ck>nnor  most  resolutely  persisted  in  refusing  to 
sign  papers  of  arrangement  between  the  Irish  Government  and 
the  State  prisoners,  which,  had  he  signed,  would  have  been  an  ac* 
knowledgment  of  his  guilt.  He  ever  defied  his  enemies  to  prore 
auy  species  of  delinquency  upon  him.  Threats  and  promises 
were  iniportunately  urged.  Mr.  A.  Marsden,  an  Under  Secre- 
tary, and  a  very  busy  Manager  for  the  Castle,  affected  to  ap» 
prize  him  through  friendship  of  the  resolution  of  Government 
to  seize  upon  his  estates,  if  he  should  still  persist  in  his  refusal. 
.  This  was  carried  into  effect.  Three  hundred  horse  took,  and  fop 
several  months  kept  possessi'^n  of  Connorville,  drove  out  his  wife 
and  family,  ransacked  the  house,  and  desolated  the  demesne  to 
the  damage  of  several  thousands  of  pounds :  for  which  to  this 
hour  he  has  never  been  indemnified  in  one  shilling.  He  was  at 
last  forced  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  into  a  carriage,  and  sent 
to  Fort  George  in  Scotland,  where,  after  an  imprisonment  of  22 
months,  he  vias  brought  up  to  London,  and  liberated  upon  bail, 
as  has  been  mentioned. 

Minuteness  of  detail  has  been  necessary  to  develope  this  part 
of  the  system.  But  can  or  ought  that  system  to  stand,  which 
for  the  accomplishment  of  its  ends  has  recourse  to  the  practice 
and  encouragemeut  of  so  much  baseness  aud  depravity  ? 
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enemy,  in  proportion  to  the  exhaustion  of  his  own  ^^^i 
resources.  The  British  people  tired  out  with  the 
still  unf\ilfilled  predictions  of  the  total  ruin  of  the 
enemy,  began  to  direct  their  longing  eyes  to  the 
blessings  of  that  peace  and  prosperity,  in  which 
he  found  the  nation,  when  he  was  first  entrusted 
with  the  reins  of  her  Government  The  sullen 
pride  of  that  Minister  would  not  descend  to  an 
avowal,  that  his  plans  had  failed  :  and  a  besotted 
people  even  after  such  sore  experience  was  bullied 
into  a  belief,  that  for  the  furthering  of  his  projects 
one  half  of  their  property  was  necessarily  to  be 
immolated,  for  the  preservation  of  the  other.  If 
5iny  thing  could  bespeak  the  real  consequence  and 
importance  of  Ireland  in  her  relations  to  the  British 
Empire  at  large,  it  was  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pit^ 
in  making  her  his  stepping  stone  for  descending 
from  his  lofty  station.  In  no  part  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions  had  he  jnore  prodigally  indulged  his  lust 
for  arbitrary  rule,  than  in  Ireland.  From  his  en-r 
trance  into  office  in  1784,  he  distinctly  marked  his 
<fisposition  towards  Ireland,  by  the  successive  re- 
jection of  the  popular  measures  of  Parliamentary 
Reform,  the  reduction  of  the  army  establishment, 
the  retrenchment  of  the  expenditures  in  the  civil 
departments,  the  protecting  duties,  by  discrediting 
and  dissolving  the  volunteers ;  by  forcing  upon  the. 
City  of  Dublin  the  unpopular  paving  bill  of  Sir  John 
(now  Lord  de  Blaquiere)  without  hearing  counsel 
at  their  bar  or  receiving  the  petition  of  the  inha^ 
bitants  at  large  against  it ;  and  by  passing  two 
Other  bills  brought  in  by  gentlemen  highly  obnoxi- 
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2f^  ous  to  the  people;  viz.  the  bill  for  protect! nig  the 
soldiery,  by  General  Lutterell  (now  Earl  of 
Carhanrpton)  altlK)ugh  the  soldiers  had  been  the 
aggressors  in  some  inhuman  atrocities  at  Island 
Bridge,  and  the  bill  for  restraining  the  liberty  of  the 
press  by  Mr.  Foster  the  speaker  (now  Chancellor 
of  the  Irish  Exchequer.)  Some  newspapei-s  had 
reflected  upon  that  gentleman,  and  the  House  of 
Commons  ordered  t^ieir  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  tak« 
the  Publishers  and  Printers  out  of  the  custody  of 
the  civil  power,  and  hand  them  over  to  the  rudef . 
and  less  responsible  discipline  of  a  military  escort.* 
The  Irish  people  ill  relished  these  beginnings  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  Irish  Ministers.  Even  the  Irish  House 
of  Commons  in  the  next  year,  steeped  as  it  was  hi 
servility,  made  a  stand  against  the  ambitious  dicta* 
tor,  arid  threw  out  his  commercial  propositions^ 
An  inexpiable  offence,  for  which  he  never  ceased  , 
to  punish  Ireland  by  every  variety  of  national  af- 
fliction, which  insulted  pride  and  baffled  malice 
could  devise.     That  inexorable  enemy  to  Ireland 

^  Vid  :  Histof y  of  Ireland,  by  the  Author,  2.  Vol :  256. 
That  outrageous  conduct  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commoiis,  when 
martial  law  had  not  been  proclaimed  in  the  country,  happened* 
whilst  Mr.  Foster  was  their  speaker.  It  was  tamely  submitted 
to  by  the  Irish  people,  notwithstanding  the  outrage  upon  their 
rights  and  feelings  were  greater  and  more  alarming,  than  the 
circumstance,  which  occafioned  the  issuing  of  Mr.  Abbof 
warrants  to  apprehend  Sir  Francis  Burdett  and  Mr.  Gale  Jones 
in  the  last  Session  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.  In  Ireland 
too  frequently  and  systematically  did  dragooning  supersede  the 
forms  and  tardy  process  of  the  law.  This  was  not  the  only  00* 
casion,  on  which  more  forbearance  was  practised  by  a  Dubliiw 
than  a  London  mob* 
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was  not  sati  fied  with  having  exerted  his  utmost  y}^^ 
eflPorts  to  weaken  and  depress  her,  but  he  insulted 
bcr  by  drawing  his  apology  for  rething  from  power 
fiom  the  very  act  of  perfidy,  b}'  which  he'  pre- 
vented that  en^ancipation,  by  the  prospect  of 
ubtch  he  duped  her  into  the  union.  So  barefaced 
xvas  his  duplicity  throughout  the  whole  negociation 
of  that  fatal  measure,  that  whilst  he  and  his  agents 
were  tempting  the  Catholics  to  give  it  support,  in 
order  to  obtain  their  total  emancipation,  they  were 
sedjLicing  the  orangcfhen  to  exert  their  best  energies 
to  forward  it,-  as  the  only  etFectual  meilns  of  blast- 
ing the  Catholics'  hopes  for  ev>er.  The  Ministerial 
Agents  even  openly  and  from  avowed  authority 
assared  the  Orangemen,  and  the  whole  of  the 
ascendancy  party,  that  "  by  the  union  the  Catholic 
"  question  would  he  for  ever  set  at  rest :  that  its 
**  agitation  would  never  again  interrupt  the  public 
"  repose,  and  that  for  any  sacrifices  Ireland  might  ^ 
"  make,  the  tranquillity  founded  on  the  extinction 
*'  of  the  Catholic  claims  would  be  a  hberal  and 
"  competent  reward." 
It  is  singular,  that    out   of   the    complicated  Futher^ 

o  *  ^  ^      *     ^      reasons  (f 

variety  of  embarrassments,  under  which  Mr.  Pitt  Mr.  put* 

^  ,  .         i»  V       1     1        AbdkSsti^i. 

found  himself  comi>elled  to  retire  trom  the  helm, 
the  only  transaction,  which  furnished  him  with  a 
plausible  or  popular  ground  for  resignation,  was 
the  Catholic  question,  which  that  crafty  Minister 
and  his  followers  have  so  frequently  used  as  a  most 
powerful  engine  for  the  worst  of  political  purposes. 
Within  very  few  days  afler  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment,   he   made    no    secret  of  his    resignation. 
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1801.     Great  were  the  surprize  and  consternation,  which 
attended  the  report.     Few  indeed  gave  credit  to 
the  alleged  cause  of  the  resignation :  namely  his 
inability  to  carry  the  Catholic  question,    which 
was  imperiously   necessary  for   the  safety  of  the 
state-     He  was  too  fond  of  power,  his  influence  in 
the  country  was  too  imposing,   Ireland  was  too 
N       insignificant  to   have  caused   such  an  important 
change  in  all  the  departments  of  the  state.     Ab^ 
stracting  from  the  merits  and  justice  of  the  ques. 
tion,  and  from  the  expediency  or  necessity  of  its 
being  then  propounded  and  carried,'  neither  Mr. 
Pitt's    friends  nor  opponents   could   bring    their 
minds  to  believe,  that  an  administration,    which 
had  established  itself  in   spite  of  tiic   House  of 
Commons ;  which  liad  baffled  and  at  last  subdued 
a  most  formidable  opposition  ;  which  had   main- 
tained itself  upon  new  courtly   principles  for  17 
years,  and  still  commanded  a  decided  majority  in 
the  cabinet  and   senate,    should   have  been  thus 
broken,  up  from  the  piemier's  inability  to  carry  so 
simple  and  just  a  measure,  as  that  of  an  equal  parti* 
cipation  of  constitutional  rights  amongst  all  the 
'King's  subject. 
OLVf  Besides  those  differences  in  the  cabinet,  to  the 

<J»UJW  s  of  .  ' 

wt  r'itt'8  account  of  which  Mr.  Pitt's  friends  most  anxi* 
ously  laid  the  abdication,  it  was  generally  be-. 
Jieved,  that  some  differences  with  the  Duke  of 
York,  as  commander  in  chief  of  his  Majesty's 
forces,    contained  more  of  the   real  grounds  for 
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that  change  in  his  IVfajesty's  councils.*  These  ^o^* 
differences  were  said  to  turn  upon  three  points. 
The  first  related  to  a  divetsity  of  opinion  upon 
certain  military  arrangements  and  operations.  The 
second  arose  out  of  a  real  or  long  suspected  exer- 
cise of  unconstitutional  influence  in  a  high  quarter^ 
which  counteracted  and  embarrassed  the  import- 
ant duties  of  his  Majesty's  official  and  responsible 
advisers.  As  these  two  heads  affected  Ireland  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  British  Empire,  at- 
tention is  more  particularly  pointed  to  the  third, 
which  touched  Ireland  in  particular  and  operated 
only  Upon  the  rest  of  the  Empire  by  indirect  con-' 
sequence.  His  Royal  Highness  had  taken  deep 
offence  at  Mr.  Pitt's  open  declarations  of  the  im- 
perious necessity  of  emancipating  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland:  in  which  measure,  should  it  ever  take 
place,  he  and  his  adherents  foresaw  the  sure  extinc- 
tion of  the  orange  societies  ;  and  they  universally 
looked  up  to  the  Duke  of  York  as  the  peculiar 
patron  of  the  Protestant  ascendancy  in  Ireland, 
the  support  of  which,  each  Orangeman  individually 
swore  constituted  the  condition  and  measure  of  his 
allegiance- to  the  sovereign.*]'  Upon  this  as  upon 
some   other  occasions  very  unfaithful  representa- 

*  So  notorious  had  these  difFerences  between  the  chief  movers 
of  the  ostensible  and  secret  cabinet  become  in  the  2d  week  of 
January,  that  even  the  Government  papers  of  that  day  spoke^ 
openly  of  their  race  on  the  Windsor  Road  immediately  after 
theiraltercation,  for  the  priority  of  telling  the  tale  to  his  Majesty. 

f  Vid.  their  obligatioQ  in  the  introduction.  Rules  and  regi|- 
latioaa  &c.  p.  II. 
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"[^  tions  of  those  societies,  and  of  the  object  of  their 
institution  were  pressed  upon  the  royal  mind*. 
How  Mr.  For  17  years  of  the  most  awful  period  of  human 
p*wcr.  Governments,  Mr.  Pitt  possessed  more  power,  and 
used  it  more  arbitrarily,  than  any  Minister  of  a 
British  Sovereign.  He  was  supported  in  the 
strongest  measures  by  the  largest  niajorities  ever 
known  in  Great  Britain  either  in  or  out  of  Parlia- 
ment. His  policy  and  ambition  had  been  emi- 
nently successful  in  weakening  his  opponents  by 
division,  and  engrafting  upon  the  fears,  which  he 
artfully  excited  in  his  dependents  and  his  Sove* 
reign,  an  infati^ted  conviction,  that  the  main- 
taining of  Whig  principles  constituted  the  worst  of 
all  crimes,  Jacobinism,  and  the  support  of  his  mea- 
sures became  the  exclusive  test  of  loyalty  and  pa- 
triotism.    Having  thus  discredited  his  political  an- 

*  From  the  year  1797  the  Orange  Societies  v^re  so  tenderly 
cherishrd  and  zealously  promoted  by  the  Duke  of  York,  that 
almost  eyery  regiment,  eveii  of  Militia  in  Ireland,  receifed  from 
the  office  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  encouragement,  authority^ 
or  orders  for  establishing  Orange  Lodges  in  their  respective  .regi- 
ments. The  person  delegated  for  this  mission  was  generally 
the  Serjeant  Major,  or  some  other  non-commissioned  officer,  sig* 
nalized  for  his  zeal  against  the  Catholics.  In  some  instances  the 
institution  of  Orange  Lodges  under  this  high  and  official  sanction 
has  produced  ferment  and  dissension,  which  compelled  the  com* 
manditig  officer  to  investigs^te  and  punish  both  those^  who  gave 
rise  to,  and  those,  who  perpetrated  the  consequent  outrages. 
When  otlen  to  the  astonishment  of  the  corps,  and  in  defiance  of 
military  discipline  and  subordination,  the  conduct  of  the  Serjeant 
has  been  justified  by  the  production  of  the  official  document  or 
warrant,  most  irregularly  superseding  that  immediate  authority, 
upon  which  alone  the  subordination  and  union  of  a  regiment 
depend.    ' 
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tagonists  with  the  Sovereign,  and  the  majority  of  J^^ij 
an  afirighted  people,  and  setting  at  nought  the 
powers  of  their  now  dwindled  phalanx,  he  chose 
the  embarrassing  moment  of  public  difficulty  and 
dismay  to  resign  the  reins,  when  he  wanted  reso* 
ktion  to  flrive  down  the  precipice,  and  had  too 
much  pride  and  too  little  experience  to  retrace  the 
old  or  gain  a  new  track.  His  craft  impelled  him 
to  the  subdolous  expedient  of  making  his  stand 
upon  tiie  only  principle*  of  liberal  policy,  whicli 
he  had  ever  publicly  avowed,  and  this  he  did  for 
the  purpose  of  deception,  He^^vas  fully  aware, 
that  if  the  question  arising  out  of  it,  had  ever  pro- 
ceeded to  discussion,  he  would  have  been  warmly 
supported  in  it  by  Mr.  Fox  and  his  adherents,  and 
at  the  same  time,  not  opposed  by  any  of  his  own 
dependants,  except  such  (and  too  many  they  weic) 
as  professedly  renounced  the  right  and  duties  of  in- 
dependent judgment 

No  brdinaiy  cause  prevented  his  Majesty  from  M^e|•|n|J«f 
attending  the  Imperial  Parliament  on  the  day  of    '^'^'^' 
meeting.     Whether  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
were  on  that  awful  occasion  deferred  on  account 
**f  the  indisposition  of  the  Monarch,  or  the  dis- 

r 

'*  Mr.  Pitt  was  ekisn&red  by  some  of  his  paiiiaxnentary  sup- 
porters into  a  pledge  to  abolish  the  slave  trade ;  a  measure  ad- 
irays  supported  by%Mr.  Fox.  As  Mr.  Pitt's  power  and  influence 
for  17  years  enabled  him  to  ride  with  ease  over  the  parKamea- 
tary  course  6n  every  •Government  question,  it  is  evidence  of  his 
huincerity  to  his^iledge,  that  no  eflfectual  step  was  taken  during 
lib  fife  to  forward  that  liberal  object.  It  tras  effected  by  his 
tiritoigtbD  and  successor  Lord  Grenvillt. 
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1801.  union  of  his  Cabinet  is  uncertain.  It  was  not 
however  until  the  breaking  up  of  the  Council, 
wliich  sat  in  the  presence  of  his  Majesty  on  the 
30th  of  January  at  the  Queen's  House,  that  it  was 
publicly  reported,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  outvoted 
in  Council  on  the  Catholic  question :  and  conse^ 
quently  meant  to  give  in  his  resignation,  with  the 
other  Members  of  the  Cabinet,  whoi  sided  with 
him.  Mr,  Pitt's  tender  of  his  resignation  on  the 
1 1  th  of  January  was  still  known  to  few.  Had 
there  been  sincerity  or  authority  in  the  offers  and 
prospects  holden, out  to  the  Catholics  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
something  would  have  been  mentioned  in  the  King's 
Speech  to  encourage  or  confirm  their  expectancies. 
The  -subject  was  not  even  glanced  at.  The  Duke 
of  Montrose  in  the  Lords  moved  the  address^ 
which  was  seconded  by  the  Earl  of  Lutan,-  to 
which  Earl  Fitzwilliam  moved  an  amendment,  im- 
porting a  determination  in  the  House  to  enquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Ministers.  On  the  same  day 
in  the  Commons  the  address  was  moved  by  Sir  W. 
Williams  Wynne,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Cornwal- 
lis ;  when  Mr.  Grey  moved  an  amendment  of  a 
similar  tendency  with  that  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam^, 
^  In  the  very  outset  of  his  speech,  he  made  some 
pointed  observations  on  the  state  of  Ireland ;  which 
he  did  in  reply ,  to  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
address,  who  had  warmly- panegyrized  the  Union, 
lest  bis  silence  should  be  construed  into  a  revoca-  ' 
tion  of  his  opinions,  which  still  continued,  as  they 
always  hfifl  been  determinately  adverse  to  that 
measure.     He  ridiculed  the  boast,  that  the  quiet 
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of  Ireland  would  be  the  immediate  effect  of  the  ^!^^|\ 
Unipn^  when  it  was  notorious,  that  rebellion  had 
been  quelled  before,  and  Ireland  was  perfectly  quiet, 
when  the  Union  was  proposed.  If  ^ny  good  effect 
could  result  from  a  measure  so  brought  forward, 
and  so  supported,  he  hoped  it  would  be  the  exten- 
sion of  the  British  Constitution  to  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  and  their  restoration  to  all  the  rights  of 
British  subjects.  This  they  had  been  taught  to 
expect,  and  this  was  the  least  they  were  entitled 
to  In  return  for  that  measure  having  been  forced 
upon  them  by  England.  Mr.  Pitt  in  replying  to 
Mr.  Grey,  studiously  avoided  even  remote  refe- 
rence to  Ireland.  He  resorted  to  his  old  craft  of 
anti-jacobinism,  concluding  his  speech  with  a  warn> 
appeal  to  the  majority  of  the  House,  whether  all 
the  public  calamities  of  this,  and  all  the  other  na- 
tions of  the  Continent  were  not  occasioned  by 
those  principles,  which  the  gentleman  opposite  to 
him  had  uniformly  supported,  and  which  he  and 
.thegentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House  liad  as  uni- 
formly combated*. 

The  Duke  of  Portland,  and  such  of  Mr.  Pitt's  Affected 
adbecents,  whose  judgment  and  influence  he  consi^^tr,    ^* 
dered  too  insignificant  to  add  consequence,  or  give  ^'^'^^** 
plausibility  to  his  pretext  for  retiring  from  office  ou 
llie  Catholic  question,   affected  to  denounce  the 
unconstitutional  efforts  of  Mr.  pitt  and  Lord  Gren- 
ville  in  forcing  the  King's  cqnscience,  by  placing 
him  in  a  situation  of  violating  his  coronation  oath, 

*  Only  17  in  the  Lords,  and  63  in  the  Commons,  were  for  eo- 
i^piiriiig  into -the;  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Aiinistem* 
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ii^'  by  assenting  to  a  bill  for  removing  alUivH  disabilU 
ties  affecting  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  otlier  dis- 
senters from  the  establishment.  By  way  of  adding 
plausibility  totheir  new  born  zeal  for  Church  and 
State,  they  ineptly  blended  the  questioB  of  repeaU 
ing  the  Coiporation  and  Test  Acts,  which  affected 
the  English  Protestant  Dissenters  in  common  with 
the  English  Catliolics,  with  the  repeal  of  the  re- 
mainder of  tlie  Popery  code  in  both  countries.  la 
Ireland,  notwithstanding  the  coronation  eatb,  the 
Protestant  Dissenters  had  been  relieved  from  the 
sacramental  test,  and  all  other  civil  incapacities 
since  the  year  1782,  whilst  tlie  Dtake  of  Portland 
himself  represented  Majesty  in  that  country,  and 
must  have  as  well  understood  the  conscientious  ob- 
ligation of  that  oath,  as  he  did  when  dropping  into 
drivelling  dotage  at  the  distance  of  I9  years,  from 
the  period,  at  which  he  fully  enjoyed  the  slender 
powers,  with  whidi  Nature  had  gifted  Inn^.  When 
Mr.  Pitt  and  his  selected  confidants,  who  formed 
the  strength  of  the  Cabinet,  sent  in  their  resigna- 
tions, they  accompanied  them  with  assurances, 
that  they  would  continue  to  discharge  tlie  duties 
of  their  respectiw  stations,  until  his  Majesty  should 
call  to  his  Councils  men,  in  whom  he  ccmld  place 
plenary  confidence,  and  who  had  not  the  same 
feelings  with  themselves  upon  the  question  of  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation :  in  plainer  word$,  who  fielt 
not  the  necessity  of  approving  the  measures,  for 
the  execution  of  which  tl>ey  were  responsible.  The 
motion,  which  stood  for  the  5th  in  the  CommonS| 
was  by  Mr.  Pitt'^  desire  put  off  under  pretext  of 
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an-  attack  of  llie  goat,  and  upon  that  day  the  dis-  ^  ^-  ^ 
solutioh  of  hiS' admiiiistiatipn  may  be  said  to  have- 
talced  place.. 
The  fii-at  public  and  authentic  ecclaircisseraent  toCauseof 

*  Mr*  Pitt's 

tliis.    niyateriousi  secession   was    given   by    Lordmiffnaiion 

Grrenville  in  the  house  of  Peers^  on  the  11th  ofL.nforeR. 

Febfuary,.  upon   Lord  Darnley's  motion'  on    the^'^^* 

stajtfl  of  the  nation.     I^rd  Carlisle  bad  risen  to 

ufge   Eord    Darnley    not   to  bring  forward    the 

motion,  for  which  the  Lords  had  been  summoned, 

ia.'. 80!  alarming  a  situation  of  tlie  country,  which 

wast  gireatly  aggj-avateij  by  the  reported  grounds 

of  t&e  riiiixiM'er's   resighation.     The-  agitation   of- 

the  Catholic  que^tion^  to  which  he  alluded,  should 

be  jJeligiously  avoided ;  certain  persons   had,    said 

**  hifiiLajxlship,'  proposed  to  do  that,  which  the 

**  boldest  ministers  shrunk  frQn?^     The  dreadful 

^'  state;  of  Irelantl    rcqv«red  .the  utmost  caution, 

"  with-  respect  to  the;  administration  of  its  affairs, 

*^  Icgt  circumstances  should  arise,  that  woukl  rem-'' 

•'■defthat,   which  theiu  Laardships  had  seen  with 

'*  regard  to : that  Country,. nothing  in  comparison ' 

**.  of  what  they  uwght  see  J*    Lfpon  this  subject. 

Lord   Qr-cnville  assured  the  house,    that -he  wasr    . 

"  impressed  with  the  most  lively  feelings  of  per-** 

"  son»li  duty  to  himself  and  to  the  house,  to  come** 

'*■ 'fof'Ward  and  state  some  important  circumstanectf  • 

"•  rehitif^  to  the  situation,  in:  which  he  then  stood, 

*^  alid  iTi  tdiicli  his  imperious,  sense  of  duty  to  his- 

"*  Sovete'rgfi^.  Ixis  God,  and  his  Country,  had  placed 

'**  Mott:\«  He  .depr^ated  all  prematuir  discussions 

» _  _ 
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]^}^    "  and  allusions  to  questions  of  the  utmost  poll- 

"  tical  importance  and  delicacy,  as  tending  to 
encrease  any  dangerous  circumstances,  in  wfaid^ 
the  country  might  be  placed,  and  to  which  of 
course  he  and  those,  with  whom  he  acted  could 
not  be  supposed  to  contribute.  His  Lordship 
in  conjunction  with  certain  of  his  colleagues  in 
the  councils  of  his  Majesty,  son>e,  who  had 

*'  scats  rn  that,  and  others  in  the  Commons  House 
of  Parliament,  had  felt  it  their  duty  to  solicit 
the  King's  permission  to  retire  from  situations 

"  of  trust  and  high  public  importance,  wliidi  for 
some  time  they  had  had  tlie  honor  of  filling, 
upon  grounds,  which  he  was  confident  tio  honest 
man  could  deem  censurable.  It  proceeded 
from  a  difference  of  opinion  respecting  advice 
offered  by  theip  for  taking  steps  for  the  adop- 

"  -tion  of  a  g^eat  national  measure,  which  they 
concerned  would  operate  to  the  advantage  of 
tl)e  people  at  large.  In  ^consequence  of  wbich 
they  no  longer  conclciued  to  fill  those  situations 
they  had  for  some  time  holden;  and  perceiving 
they  could  no  longer  do  so  with  the  hope  of 

"  advantage  to  the  country^  they  had  requested 
the  King  to  dispense  with  their  further  services. 
At  that  moment  they  considered  themselves  as  ' 
holding  their  offices  only,  until  their  successors 
could  be  regularly  appointed,  whom  they  would 
chearfully  support,  so  long  as  by  them  the 
King's  government  should  bie  administered  tr^n 
^^  the  same  principles^  ^H^hich  they  hadthenmelve^ . 
^^  uated;  and  in  that  vifav^  he  would  seuously  tt^ 
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"  commend  and  advise  their  Lordships  to  continue  ,  ^^^^^ 
"  to  give  them  their  confidence  and  support,  as 
^*  essentially  necessary  to  the    welfare,   nay,  tlie 
"  salvation  of  the  country."*     Lord  Spencer  ob- 

*  This  declaration  of  Lord  Grenville  is  taken  from  the  ful* 
lest  report  of  his  speech  on  that  occasion.     A  more  concise 
report  of  it,  which  also  appeared  on  the  next  morning  to  the 
«ime   general  effect  in  another  of    the  London  newspapers, 
confirms  and  adds  light  to  the  first  report.     <'  A  noble  Lord 
near  bim^  (Earl  Spencer)  another  noble   Lord  absent  from 
illness^  (Earl  Chatham)  some  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  in    - 
"  the  other  house,  and  himself,  had  been  reduced  to  the  ne«>. 
**  cessity  of  praying  his  Majesty  graciously  to  permit  them 
^  to  retire  from  his  Councils,  and  to  resign  the  Offices  they 
"  held  in  hb  government.    They  had  proposed  in  his  Majesty's' 
**  Council  a  great  and  important  measure  relative  to  Ireland^ 
which  tipp6ared  to  them  to  be  of  the  most  absolute  necessity 
to  hb  Majesty's  interests,  and  to  the  peace  and  happiness 
^  of  the  United  Countries:  they  were  opposed,  and  found  them- 
«'  selves  incapable  or  bringing  forward  the  measure  to  Par- 
'^  Liament  in  the  only  way,  which  x^ould  be  effectual,  through 
'^  the  Executive  Government :  and  as  men  acting  on  principles, 
"  from  which  they  had  never  swerved,  having  in  yiew  solely 
^  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Empire^ 
**  they  could  no  longer  continue  niider  such  unfortunatje  cir- , 
^  cumstances  to  act  in  hb  Majesty's  Cooocils.    They  therefore 
^  waited  on  the  King,  and  humbly  besought  him  to  permit 
**  them  to  resign  their  respective  offices,:  and  his    Majesty 
"  with  expressions  of  regret,'  and  marks  of  grace  and  favor. 
¥  which    his    Lordship    declared    he     should    never    forget,, 
^  granted  his  permission ;  bat  laid .  lus  commands  oo  them  to 
''  fill  their  stations,  till  the  other  Members  could  he  appointed. 
^  Hb  Lordship  icon^luded  with  declaring,  the  uew  Adminis- 
^  tration  wodd  continue  to  act  cm  the  samU  prijfieipks^  by  which 
**  he  akd'hiivcdleagua  had  htcn  guided,  and  hoping  they  woi^M 
/V  f  hcji&re^njoy  th«  codfidenice  of  thjbir  L^ 
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1801.     served,  that  what  Lord  GrenvUle  had;  advancedi 

faithfully   desciibed  his  own  feelings  and;  sqnti- 

nvents  upon  the  occasion  of  the  late  secession. 

Ri»aiTicws       The    several   conversations  an4  debates    upon 

mies^o^^the  the  poljcy  of  postpouiug  Lord  Darnley's*  motion 

Catholic 

qu«stion.  gy  tjjjg  ^^^^  declaration  of  Lord  Grenville,  it  appears  eyident, 

that  at  that  time,  at  least,  the  new  Ministers,  whatever,  were  to 
be  their  measures,  were  considered  identified  in  principle  with 
the  Seceders,  and  that  under  whatever  name  and  responsibility 
the  future  measures  of  Government  were  to  be  executed,  th« 
Seceders  formally  pledged  themselves  to  support  them.  ,  Lord. 
Mbira  spoke  in  r^ply.  *'  In  the  year  1782  there  was  a  change. 
•'  jn  administration  :  a  change  qf  principles.  Now,  he  waf, 
*'  sorry  to  find  Ministers  did  .  not  retire  to  make  way  fpr  wiser, 
**  men  and  Wiser  cotincils  to  repair  the  mischiefs  of  their  admi- 
**  nistration :  but  according  to  tlie  Noble  Secretary's  explipit 
"  declaration, .  th^  same  measures  were  to  be  foIlo\yedby  tbew 
"  new  Ministers.  What  then  was  done?  In  proportion;  as  the. 
"  situation  of  public  affairs  encreased  in  difficulty  and  dang^r^ 
*'  talents  were  to  be  withdrawn  fVom  the  cabinet,  although  the. 
'*  system,  that  had  been  the  cause  of  all  the.  evil  was  ta 
''  remain  entire,  and  that  was  the  plain  language  of  the.  Noblft 
**  Lord.  But  without  that  language  could  the  myst^y  b% 
"  mistaken  p  what  was  left  to  make  up  that  new  administration^ 
**  but  all  that  was  inefficient  in  the  old  one  i  according. tp  tha 
*^*  ratio  of  our  distresses  was  to  be. the  r(Uio  of  weakness  and 
^'  imbecility  in.  the  cabinet.  He  called  their  Lordships  to  tura 
^  their,  eyes  to  the  state  of  things,  to  which  the.  late  administra. 
*'  tion  had  brought  the  country..  He  would  then  de^iand.of 
**  them  what  was  to  be' expected,  when  all  that  was  the. poorest 
*'  in  that  administration,  was.  the  o^ly  part  of  it.  that  remained 
^  ostensible  and  responsible/' 

*  Lord  Holland  having  expressed,,  like  Lord  Moira,  his;  opi- 
nions upon  the  fatality  of  following  up  the  weak  and  wicked 
measures  of  the  late  administration  by.iacans  of  the  jBoit  imbe^ 
eile  of  its  members,  said,  ''  When  it  ^sis^  proposed  to.  gi?^ 
5'  complete  emancipiUioD  t6  tbe.CatholicSp  ht  was  not  siirpris«d. 
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'on  the-  state  of  the  natioti  supfply  a  volume  of  in-  ^^^^^ 
formation  upon  the  genuine  views  of  the  enemies 
to  Catholic  emancipation.  Such  as  openly  pro.- 
fessed  to  oppose  that  measure  upon  principle, 
bore  perha4>s  less  implacable  enmity  to  Ireland, 
than  tliose,  who  made  hollow  professions  of  the 
necessity,  after  they  had  insidiously  planned  the 
sure  abortion  of  the  measure.  The  duplicity  and 
delusion  of  the  system  drove  them  all  to  dilferent 
Expedients  for  keeping  the  question  out  of  sight. 
The  Seceders  dreaded  to  be  called  upon  to  admit 
atid  detail  tlie  grounds  of  the  imperious  policy  of 
that  measure,  without  which  they  avowed  their 
own  incompetency  to  steer  the  vessel  of  state! 
The  retainers  of  seekers  of  place,  though  they 
xtehied  that  policy,  deprecated  the  discussion  of 
a  qiiestion,  which  would  place  before  the  public  in 
opposite  scales,  the  claims  of  about  5  millions  to 
participate  equally  in  the  constitution,  and  the 
monopoly  of  its  chief  benefits  in  a  system  of 
exclusion  and  degradation. 

On  the  11th  of  February*  Mr.  Lee  the  princi- Election  of  a 

new  speaker 
'    and  Htt'g 

^  that  it  should  be  resisted  by  a  certain  set  of  men :  he  was  not  grounds  for 

^'  surprized,  that  the  unfortunate  faction,  which  had  stirred  up  r«'8ni»g. 

*'  the  Americari  war  aqd  had  deluged  Ireland  with  blood ;  he 

"  was  not  surprised,  that  the  men,  who  had  prostituted  them- 

'<  selves  to  that  unfortunate  faction,  and  .been  influenced  by 

"  none  but  the   most  servile  principles,    should  oppose   any 

"  measure  of  liberal  policy." 

•  The  notorious  falsehoods,  the  incredible  obloquy  and  bate, 
faced  misrepresentations  contained  in  the  speech  of  Lord  Clare 
on  the  lOth  of  February  1801,  are  afaiihfu,!  etching  of  some  of 
the  most  prominent  features  of  that  desperate  and  boisterous  poli« 
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1801.     pal  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons  read  to  them 

tician.  "  With  respect  to  the  subject  of  Catholic  emancipatioo, 
*'  he  requested^  that  Noble  Lords  would  not  then  bring  forward 
"  a  topic  first  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  rebellion.  He 
requested  them  to  give  the  union  a  fair  trial,  before  they 
should  make  any  experiment,  that  might  interfere  with  the 
^'  benefit  to  be  expected  from  that  measure.  It  was  a  question, 
**  upon  which  the  greatest  diversity  of  opinion  prevailed  in 
^'  Ireland.  He  i^ould  solemnly  assure  that  house,  that  of  the 
*'  Catholicis  themselves  Q9  out  of  100  did  not  care  one  jot  for 
"  Catbolie  emancipation.  What  they  wanted  and  understood 
^  by  Catholic  emancipation  was  a  partition  of  property,  by 
''  which  every  man  should  possess  10  acres  of  land  and  be 
**  exempted  from  payment  of  tithes.  Unfortunately  there  was 
^'  no  country  in  Europe,  in  ^hich  so  much  diversity  of  opinion 
*'  prevailed  as  in  Ireland.  A  Noble  Lord  (Carlisle)^  Wha  had 
**  delivered  his  sentiments  that  nighty  had  liv.ed  too  long  in  it^ 
**  not  to  know  perfectly  well,  that  such  was  the  case.  Its  inhsi^ 
**  bitants  were  of  very  combustible  materials,  and  the'  house 
'''should  be  aware  of  suffering  any  insinuations  to  es(^ape,  that 
^*  might  throw  a  fire-brand  amongst.  them>  and  excite  a  flame 
'*  only  to  be  extinguished  in  the  blood  of  intolerance.''  He  de- 
precated all  discussions  of  the  question.  This  Noble  Lord  vehe- 
mently urged  the  perpetuation  of  Martial  Law  and  other  coercive 
measures  in  Ireland.  This  doctrine  must  have  strongly  recom- 
mended his  Lordship  to  the  new  administration,  which  had 
been  formed  upon  one^  that  had  resigned  upon  a  declared  inabi- 
lity to  carry  a  measure  of  conciliation,  and  a  professed  determi- 
nation to  support  an  opposite  system.  He  gave  a  very  lively 
account  of  a  murder,  that  had  happened  18  months  before  under 
hisowil  roof,  and  referred  to  the  perturbed  state  of  the  County 
•f  Wicklow,  where  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  property  lay,  during  the 
rebellion,  in  order  to  induce  their  Lordships  to  keep  the  country 
under  Martial  Law.  His  speech  on  the  23d  of  March,  (withiii 
a  week  of  ihe  new  appointments  having  been  published)  flowed 
with  malicious  bitterness  against  his  country.  He  assured  their 
Locdshipt^  that  the  common  law  was  incQmpeteot  to  keep  dowA 
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u  letter  from  Mr.  Addington  tendering  his  resigna-  ^J^ 
tion  of  the  office  of  speaker,  which  had  been 
rendered  incompatible  with  the  new  duty  imposed 
upon  him  by  his  Sovereign.  Mr.  Pitt  communis 
cated  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  the  house  should 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  new  speaker.  Sir  John 
Mitford,  (now  Lord  Redesdale)  was  chosen  on  the 
next  day.  It  was  not  till  the  l7th  of  the  month,  that 
Mr.  Pitt  took  an  opportunity  of  publicly  pro- 
fessing his  grounds  for  retiring.  They  ran  in  unison 
with  those  of  Lord  Grenville,  and  leave  not  ashadeof 
ambiguity  about  the  preconcerted  system  of  raising* 

tfae  Irish,  and  that  it  was  traly  said,  "  That  crowA  law  made 
**  the  .solicitor  fat,  the  Attorney  General  lean  and  melancholy, 
*'  acquitted  assassins  and  assassinated  the  witnesses.''  Then  by 
way  of  inducing  capitalists  to  settle  in  Ireland,  he  drew  the 
following  sketch  of  his  couniry  within  three  months  after  the 
Bntoo.  ^'  £very  night,  said  he,  that  he  retired  to  his  cham- 
'*  ber,  he  retired  to  an  Armoury :  every  day,  when  he  went  out 
"  of  his  house,  his  servant  as  regularly  handed  him  his  pistols,  as 
^  his  hat«  Noble  Lords  would  then  have  sooie  id^a  of  the  tran- 
**  quillity  of  Ireland,  at  least  no  small  impression  of  the  necef. 
^  sity  of  continuing  martial  law  there.  If  any  Nohl^  Lord 
^  doubted  him,  he  wished  him  but  the  gratification  qf  ^  sqlitaiy 
^  evening's  tide  there,  and  bis  doubts  would  very  soon  vanish* 
^  Or  if  any  Noble  I«ord  were  desirous  with  more  efiect.to  gratify 
'*  his  knowledge  and  establish  his  conviction  on  these  points,  he 
^*  should  have  a  villa  gratis  from  him  as  long,  as  he  should  like 
•*'■  to  try  the  experiments.'- 

*Mr.  Pitt  had  in  1800  made  a  very  elaborate  speech  in  favour 
of  union,  in  which  he  artfully  laboured  to  prove,  that  it  was 
the  readiest  and  surest  measure  for  producing  Catholic  emancir 
pttion*  Ten  thousand  copies  of  it  were  distributed  by  Govern- 
fn^nt  to  inculcate  that  idea. 
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^hj  ^^^  ^^  *'^^  same  wometit  defeating  irelanas  t^c^^-> 
■tation  of  being  emancipated.  ^*  I  and  some  of  my 
"  c6lleagnes  did  recommend  a  measure,  which 
""  under  the  circumstances  of  the  union  ^^'^  thousjhft 
*^  of  great  importance  to  the  completing  of  tSiat 
"  measure,  and  the  full  attainment  of  all  thosie 
^  a:dvantages,  which  we  expected  to  derive  from 
"  it.  We  felt  that  conviction  so  stremgly,  that 
"  the  measuie  appeared  to  us  to  be  indispensibfle. 
**  But  finding  we  could  not  propose  it  from  Go- 
"  vernment"  we  thought  it  inconsistent  with  our 
**  duty  and  our  honor  to  contirme  in  office."*        •  < 

*  Mr.  Pitt  in  his  speech  against  Mr.  Gref 'a  moUoa  to  go  intio 
the  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  nation  gas^e  a  much  fuller 
ipxplmiation  of  the  grounds  of  his  resignation.  He  obsM'Ted,  tbatt 
tihee  resignation  and  mystery  had  in  his  regard  been'doapled  to- 
other-and  the  name  of  the  King  been  brought  into  the  qaettiokii; 
-  and  although  he  knew  of  no  call  upon  fatm  to  gire  the  reas^aa^ 
why  he  resigned,  yet  by  way  of  hypothetical  jllustration,  h» 
'spoke  a  language  intelligible  to  all.  Supposing  the  ^^ruioa  of 
the  Sovereign  to  be  one  way,  and  that  of  his  Minister  the  clher^ 
had  not  his  Majesty  a  right  to  dismiss  the  ''  servant  so  differing 
**  Irom  him  from  his  councils.^  He  enlarged  much  upon  this 
topic.  He  took  that  opportunity  of  disclaiming  the  term  CatkoHe 
emancipation :  denying,  that  the  Catholics  had  ever  been  in  that 
situation, 'which  justified  the  application  of  it  to  them.  Mr. 
Fox  in  annwer  to  that  and  some  other  parts  of  Mr.  Pitt's  speech, 
in  which  he  had  tauntingly  charged  him  and  his  friends  with 
jacobinism,  thus  spoke.  "  I  say  Sii*  I  believe  in  the  original 
"  rights  of  man«  He  who  does  not,  is  unworthy  of  the  benieftt  of 
^*  mankind.  I  think  a  Catholic  man  and  a  Protestant  man  ought 
«'  alike  to  have  the  original  right  of  man.  Are  all  \)enefit8  lo 
**  be  abandoned,  because  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  has 
"  not  the  sanction  of  some  persons }  I  respect  the  monarchy  of 
«<  thift  country :  but  the  monarch  has  nothiog  to  do  with  the 
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Oa  ilie  «afne  day  an  the  Lor^cts  an  interesting  ^^^^\ 
coaversatioiiTtook  place  between  Lord  Holland  and  Minist^nai 
-Loitl  AwcUatid.     The  former  wishing   to  t  hrow  io"iiit^« 


iigbt  upon  the  m>ysterions  secession  of  all  the  effi-Sia*l!d^ 
-icient  Ministers^  had  before  not icetl  his  intention  of^*^* 
-calling  for  copies  or  reports  of  the  Communications 
passed  between  the  Catholic  Committee  and  tlic 
agen^tjs  of  Government;  to  which  Lord  Auckland 
Mfged  insuperable  objections.  AU  those,  who  re. 
maliied  in,  or  who  expected  to  become  membei's  of 
the  new  administration,  systematically  deprecated 
ievery  recurrence  to  this  sore  and  important  subject; 
.^ch  also  was  the  feehng  of  Air.  Pitt  and  Lord 
Grenville*.  In  as  much  as  Mr.  Pitt  chose  to  com- 
mit  the  character  and  reputation  of  himself  and 
such  of  his  colleagues,  in  whose  efficiency  and 
talents  lie  placed  any  confidence,  to  a  question 
vital  to  Ireland,  historical  justice  requires  as  full  a 
disclosure  of  every  circumstance  affecting  it,  as 
can  be  supported.  Lord  Holland's  view  in  calling 
for  the  communications  between  Government  and 
the  Catholic  Committee  in  Ireland  tended  princi- 
pally to  authenticate,  what  was  then  spoken  of  as 
the  Minister*s  written  pledge  to  the  Catholics  for 
granting  their  emancipation.  It  afterwards  be- 
came more  generally  known,  and  a  copy  of  it,  was 
soon  after  produced  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
of  which  Mr.   Pitt  thus  spoke  on  another  occa- 

"  pnrate  opinions  of  any  Member  of  Parliament.  He  is  to  chose 
**  his  Ministers,  and  to  give  or  refuse  his  assent  to  measures.^ 

*  Viz.  on  20 th  MarcK  on  Mr.  Grey's  motion  to  take  into 
fioniSdiralion  the  state  of  the  nation. 
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^^^'  ^  fiion.*  •*  The  Honorable  Gentteman  had  asked  if 
any  assurances  had  been  given  to  the  Catholics, 
and  had  read  a  paper  said  to  have  been  publislied 
by  Lord  Cornwallis.  The  substance  of  that 
paper  Mr.  Pitt  avowed,  and  that  he  wished  it 
to  be  known,  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Catholics 

"  and  to  the  country,  and  had  therefore  purposely 
written  to  Lord  Cornwallis.  As  to  the  particular 
expressions  in  the  paper  he  knew  nothing  of 
them,  having  never  seen  it  before  it  was  pub- 
lished. He  denied,  that  any  pledge  had  been 
given  to  the  Catholics,  either  by  himself,  Lord 
Cornwallis  or  the  Noble  Lord  near  him  (Castle- 

**  reagli).  The  Catholics  might  very  naturally 
have  conceived  a  hope,  and  he  himself  had 
always  thought,  that  in  time  that  measure  would 
be  a  consequence  of  the  union,  because  the  diffi- 
culties would  be  fewer  than  before." 
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*  Although  Lord  Grenville  tenderly  avoided  any  discussion 
iyt  the  question  of  Catholic  emancipation,  yet  be  more  fre- 
quently and  more  explicitly  mentioned  his  opinion  upon  h, 
than  Mr.  Pitt.  His  words  on  the  20th  of  March  in  the  de- 
liate  upon  the  state  of  the  nation  were  pointed.  "  Without 
''  that  point  (viz.  Catholic  emancipation)  attained,  he  thought 
"  the  union  would  be  a  base  lifeless  measure :  and  not  being 
able  to  bring  it  forward  in  the  way,  which  he  conceived 
essential  to  its  success,  he  thought  in  common  with  his  col* 
'*  league*;,  that  they  should  retire  from  situations,  which  they 
^^  could  not  fill  in  their  own  opinions  to  the  advantage  of  their 
"  country."  There  cannot  be  a  stronger  argument  for  repealing 
the  Act  of  Union,  than  that  for  the  first  ten  years,  the  very  life 
blood  of  that  measure  has  been  drawn  off,  and  the  body  conse- 
4)uently  paralyzed  or  inflametl.  Such  was  the  consistency,  snch 
the  sincerity   of  the  men,  who  in  the  same  breath  pledged  their 
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Impenetrable  was   the  obscurity,  which   hung  ^J^^ 
iabout  this  transaction.     It  remained  mysterious  to  Mr.  pitt»i 
ally  who  could  not  consider  the  causes  assigned  for  the  catho- 
resignation  adequate  to  the  effect.     The  pride  of  "^ 
Mr.  Pitt,  the  sympathies  of  some  and  the  fears  of 
others  of  his  friends  cautiously  restrained  them 
from  touching  upon  the  real  causes  of  their  abdica- 
tion, despondency  and  apprehension.     The  written 
document  speaks  for  itself.     It  was  never  con- 
tended, that  the  original  paper  was  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  Pitt.     He  is  said  to  have  dictated 
it  to  Lord  Castlereagh.     But  Mr.  Pitt's  avowal  of 
the  substance  and  Lord  Cornwallis's  assertion,  that 
he  received  it  from  Mr.  Piit,  settle  the  substantia! 
authenticity  of  its  having  been  a  written  commu- 
nication between  Government  and  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland.     Although  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Lord  Grenville 
in  Parliament  and  Mr.  Dundas  (now  Lord  Mel- 
ville) perhaps  more  cautiously  out  of  Parliament, 
proclaimed   their  inability   to  carry   the  Catholic 
!     question,  as  the  true  and  only  cause  of  their  resig- 
[     nation,  yet  they  were  too  experienced  in  political 
intrigue,  not  to  resume  the  grand  coup  de  spectacle 
j|  for  that  theatre,  on  which  the  delusion  was  princi- 
pally intended  to   be  played  off.      Mr.   Pitt  and 
Lord    Castlereagh  committed  to  paper,  and  con- 
certed With   Lord  Cornwallis,  that  he  also  should 
express  in  writing  the  pretended  sentiments  of  the 
leading  friends  to  the  Catholic  claims,  in  order^ 

owa  md  called  apon  their  Peers  for  their  support  of  Ministers^ 
who  profeffsed  implacable  hostility  to  the  question  of  Catholic 
emancipation^ 


I 


,Tke  Jteign  -tf  Georgt  III. 

^^^  that  tlie  Irish  people  should  fee  mducbd*  Ijy  fthi« 
insidious  legacy  to  give  credit  to  the  Pitt  Aduw- 
nistration,  fbr  havin:g  sacri^ced  dheir  places  'to 
their  .sincerity  in  the  cause  cf  -the  Ciiftholros. 
Deception  ofsome  sort  seems  to  have  be^en  4ntien(fe<d 
(by  the  suppression  of  dates  and  naivves,  and  the 
omission  of  ail  clerical  formality  in  the  trahswii*- 
fiionofthe  document.  Many  were  at  tlie  tHnte 
deceived  :  :and  some  ^till  refuse  to  admit,  that  sncfc 
delusion  has  been  practised  upon  them.  Imm^i- 
ately  after  Mr.  Pitt's  resignation,"*  his  Excellency 
sent  for  Dr.  Troy,  the  Catholic  Arch-Bi^hoji  rf 
Dublin,  and  Lord  Fingall  the  first  Catholic  Nobtt^ 
Inan  of  Irelatid  on  thb  same  day,  ^though  Jthe?^ 
attended  him  at  separate  times,  ahd  in  the  pi» 
sence  of  Lieutenaiit.  Colonel  Littlehales  deiivSted . 
to. them  the  following  written  declaration;  dewini; 

*  So  confident  was  the  party,  thai  Lord  Cornwallis  had  .been 
the  faithful  tool  of  the  British  cabinet  in  carrying  all  its  dcAigas 
into  effect  in  Ireland,  and  so  steadily  was  that  cabinet  beat 
upon  continuing  the  same  system  of  proscription  and  divisioa* 
that  Lord  Cornwallis  was  strongly  and  repeatedly  urged  to  cen^ 
tinue  in  his  Government.  His  retirement  however  was  the  w ib^ 
ing  up  of  the  piece  ;  and  the  test  of  his  sincerity  in  emancipating 
the  Catholics,  whom  he  lef^  as  he  found  them,  and  of  his  detesta- 
tion of  the  Orangemen,  who  had  incredibly  encreased  in  num- 
bers strength  and  influence  under  his  administration. 

About  this  time  namely  25th  of  February  ISOI  Lord  Gdrti^ 
wallis  appointed  his  confidential  friend  and  faTOurite  ColoneJ 
Edward  Baker ,  Littlehales,  whom  his  Excellency  had  brought, 
over  with  him  to  Ireland  to  be  under  secretary  in  the  military 
department,  inthe  room  of  William  Elliott  Esq.  who  had  reigned 
thatoffice^t  Mr*  Elliott  hdd  been  long  trained  to  and  was  ertf 
n^ctive  in  forwarding  Mr.  Pitt's  system  upon  Ireland* 
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at.  the  same;  time,  tliat  they  should  be  discreetly     ^^*- 
communicated  to  the  Bishops  and  principal  Catho- 
lics, but  not  inserted  in  the  newspapers.     Within-. 
4  short  tioie  after,  they  found  their  way.  mto  the- 
Efigljsh  and  Irisli  prints. 

"  The  leading .  part  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers>ropyofMr. 
finding  unsurmoun table  obstacles,  to  the  bringing:i,!"*ec^ 
forward  meai^res  of  concession-  to  the  Cathohc*^'^^ 
body,  whilst  in  office,  have  felt  it  impossible  to> 
QOQtinue  in  administration  under  the  inability  to> 
Uropose  it-  with  the  circumstances  necessary  to: 
carryhig  the  measure  with  all  its  advantages;  and 
they  have  retired  from  his  Majesty's  service,  con-: 
ttdei'ing  this  line  of  conduct,  as  most  likely  to 
contribute  txx  its  ultimate  success.  The  Catholic 
body  will,  therefore,  see  how  much  their  futuw 
liopejs  must  depend  upon  sti^engthening  their  cause 
by  gotod  conduct  in  the  mean  time:  tlicy  wilt 
prudently  consider  their  prospects  as  arising  .from 
the  persons,  who  now  espouse  their  interests,  ancfc 
compare  them  with  those,  which  they  could  look 
to, from  any  other  quarter:  tliey  may  with  confi- 
dence rely  on  the  zealous  supf)ort  of  ail  those^  who. 
retire,  and  of  many,  who. remain  in  office,  when  il: 
can  be  given  with  a  prospect  of  success.  They^ 
may  be  assured,  that  Mr.  Pitt  will  do  his  utmost  to 
€stabli.^h«  their  caujse  in  the.  public  fayor,  and 
prepare  the  way  fox  their  finally  attaining,  their  ob* 
je<:t|^,.;  ^nd|.  the  Catholics  will  feel,  that  as  Mr^ 
Pjittpp4l4.  npt  coi^cur  in  a  hopeless  attempt  to 
force,  it,  oowi  he  mbst  at  all  tinies  repress  with 
tbffSaOKi^dj^cision,  as  if  he  held  an  adverse  opinion, 
any  unconstitutional  conduct  in  the  Catholic  body« 
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^^-^-'_r  ^ '^^^^  these  circumstances  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
^  that  the  Cathohcs  will  take  the  most  loyal,  dutiful, 
and  patient  line  of  conduct ;  that  they  will  not 
suffer  themselves  to  be  led  into  measures,  which 
can,  by  any  construction,  give  a  handle  to  the 
opposers  of  their  wishes,  either  to  misinterpret 
their  principles,  or  to  raise  an  argument  for  resist-' 
ing  their  claims  :  but  that  by  their  prudent  and 
exemplary  demeanour  they  will  afford  additional 
grounds  to  the  growing  number  of  their  ad vocaets 
to  enforce  their  claims  on  proper  occasions,  until 
their  olyects  can  be  finally  and  advantageously  at- 
tained/^ 

Such  was  Mn  Pitt's  pledge  or  pronrise,  which 
falls  certainly  within  Lord  Hollands  meaning  of  a 
M^ritten  communication  between  the  agents  of 
Government  and  the  Catholic  body.  That  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  was  under  the  following  title — viz. 

tordcorn-  «  xhc  seutimeuts  of  a  sincere  friend  to  the 
Catholic  claims.  If  the  Catholics  should  now 
proceed  to  violence,  or  entertain  any  ideas  of 
gaining  their  object  by  convulsive  measures,  or 
forming  associations  with  men-of  Jacol»nical  prin- 
ciples, tliey  must  of  course  lose  the  support  and  aid 
of  those,  wild  have  sacrificed  their  own  situations 
in  their  cause ;  but  who  would  at  the  same  time 
feel  it  to  be  their  hidispensable  duty  to  oppose 
every  thing  tending  to  confusion.  On  the  other 
hand  should  the  Catholics  be  sensible  of  the  benefit 
they  possess,  by  having  so  many  characters  of 
eminence  pledged  not  to  embark  in  the  service  of 
Government,  except  on  the  terms  of  the  Cadiblis 
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privileges    being  obtained^  it  is  hoped,  that  on  ^^ 
balancing  the    advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
their   situation,    they  would   prefer  a  quiet  and 
peaceable  demeanour  to  any  line  of  conduct  of,  an 
opposite  description."* 

•T%e  author  has  given  these  two  important  historical  docu* 
ments  in  his  Historical  Review^  (3,  Vol.  p.  944.)  They  have 
been  frequently  referred  to^  coRunented  upon«  and  variously 
interpreted  in  the  Imperial  ParKament.  Th^y  speak  for  them- 
selves^ and  it  would  exceed  the  function  of  the  historian  to  al- 
lempt  to  put  his  construction  upon  them.  It  having  howevei 
been  given  out  and  generally  believed  by  Mr.-Pitt's  party,  thai . 
they  had  been  disowned  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Cornwallis;  and 
the  Noble  Marqub  having  been.appointed  to  the  general  Govern- 
ment  of  India  in  1805,  wjiich  appointment  would,  as  it  was  prob* 
ably  intended,  deprive  th^  public  of  the  advantage  of  hjs  Lord- 
ihips  reasoning  upon  the  important  question^  to  which  he  boastjed 
qf  having  sacrificed  his  situation,  the  author  determined  to 
veri^  the  fact  by  the  bisst  evidence  the  nature  of  the  case,  wouljt 
admit  of,  feeling  it  a  duty  to  his  own  credit,  and  an  important 
lervice  to  Ireland  to  place  the  matter  out  of  doubt ;  he  wrote  a 
letter  for  that  purpose  to  J^rd  Cornwallis,  to  which  on  the  nei^ 
<by  he  req^ived  the  following  answer. 

Burlington  Street ,  /iprU  7 , 1 805 . 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  feel  v^ 
ilifficalty  in  giving  the  most  3atisfactorv  answer  to  it  in  my 
'  power,  I  have  neither  a. copy  nor  a  distinct  recollection  of  th^ 
itords  oif  the  paper,  which  I  gave  .to  Dx.  Trey,  but  this  I  per- 
fectly well  remember,  that  the  paper  was  hastily  given  to  hio^ 
bi^me,  to  be  circulated  amongst  his  friends  with  the  view  of, 
preventing  any  immediate  disturbances,  or  other  bad  effects,  that 
jnight  be  apprehended  from  Che  accounts,  that  bad  just  arrived 
from  England ;  and  if  I  used  the  wq^d  pledged,  I  could  only 
mean,  ^t  in  my  opinion,  the  Ministers,  by  resigning  their 
mq«y  ^y«  ^  pledge  otf  th^k  beiojj;  friend&  t#  the  fM$»^.^S^ 
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leor.         Under  the  failure  of  dates,  documents  must  be 

Further 

proofofMr.q^lljglj^  cmancipatian. ;  for  1  ca4i  assure  yea,  thai  I  nev^r 
r^ciffid  authority  directly-  or  indirectly  from  any  meoiber  of 
administration,  who  resigned  his  office  at  that  time,  to  give  a' 
pledge,  that  he  would  not  embark  again  in*  the  gervic6  of  GoveFii- 
nient,.  except  on  the  terms  of  the  Catholic  privileges  being,  ob- 
Uiiued 

r  have  the  honor  to  be— Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  sej^'ant. 

CORNWALLIS, 

'  li  appeared  unaccountal^le  €6  the  author,  that  an  intimatioif  of 
this  importance  to'  several"  millions  of   his  Majiesty's  subjettSf 
should  have  slipped  the  memory  of  a'  pcfrson  everf  in  the  70th 
year  of  his  age,  or  that  the  representative  of  his  Sovereign  sh'dalA 
not  have  retaincfd  a  copy  of  so  solemn  ^  pledge  or  assurscnde  t0 
a  whole  nation^  or  that  it  should  have  been  hastily  orinconsidlet'-' 
ately,  or  unadvisedly  or  unknowingly  or  imprudently  given; -or* 
without  authority,  without  consultation,  without  the  privity,  witfa^ 
out  the  approbation  or  ^vithout  the  sanction  of  any  of  hrSr  coileaf- 
gues  or  directors.     It  had  been  written  and  delivered  by  the' 
viceroy  himself  in  the  presence  of  hi^  first  is^cretary  to  thie  first' 
ecclesiastical  and  lay  personages  amongst  the  Catholics.     Und)er 
these  impressions  the  author  ^rote  the  fbllbw'ing  letter  ib  repljr 
to  his  Lordship. 
"  Mv  LoRp, 
Having  given  you  my  history,  and  in  my  letter  of  the   6th 
instant  pointed  to  the  page  of  it,  which  contained  that  important 
paper,  of  which  you  have  neither  a  copy  nor  a  distinct  recollec- 
tion, rtake  theiiberty  of  enclosing  an  exact  copy  of  it  from  the- 
manuscript  of  DriTrbyin-  my  posseftsion,  whicb  led  me  to  bev* 
lieve,  that  it  had  been  neither  hastily  givetf  nor  insidfously  \n* 
tended  to  answer  a  tbmporaiy  purpose,  nor' to  meet  the  efiect^  oF 
a  fiying  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  all  due  respect 
Your  Lordship's  obedient  humble  nthttdtt, 

■  Jbtac-St.m  April  \Vi5.  -  FBANCIS  PLOWIHBI?.  ' 
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it 
it 


The  Adminhtration  of  Marquis  Cormallis.  4^ 

traced  and  arranged  aceording  to  their  general  ^^'^* 
consequences  and  effects.  Lord  Corawallis. avowed, 
in  his  letter  to  the.  author^  that  the  paper  (which 
has-been  called  the  pledge  to  the  Catholics)  ^'  M^;!^ 
hastily  given  hy  bim  to  Dr.  Troy  to  he  circulated 
amongst  his  friends  with  the  view  of  preventing 
any  hiiinediate  disturbances  or  ot^er  had  effects, 
"  that  might  be  apprehended  from  the  accountSi 
."  that  had  just  arrived  from  England."  The  firsjt 
public  reports  of  a  general  clunge  of  administrate 
tion  in  England  i;eached  Ireland  in  tlie  fir^t  weejk 
pf  .^ebrnary  :  (hat  is,  as  spon  as  the  course  of  the 
po6t  coi|ld  bring.from  .£i)g^nd  the  reported  cojur 
sequences  of  tiu^  council^  which  sat  at  thp  Queexi;^ 
house  pn^the  50lfa  of  January.  Although  it  {» 
alled^l  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  tl^at  the  pa^er  wa3 
kft^ily  givefi;  it  follows  pot^  jthat  it  ,wj^  hastilj/ 

m 

T6  this  letter  the  author  received  the  following  conqluslve  ad- 
mission of  t\ie  genuine  authenticity  of  the  impbflisnfit  docuinents 

published  in  the  Historical  Review. 

....  •        ■  • 

BurUngtah' Street,  April  ^Mt  1805; 
Tfiave  alluded  in  my  former  letter  to  a  short  pap«r,  which  I 
gsve.lb  Dr.  Troy  -oh  4he  monMng  afier  the  account  of  the  reaif(- 
MMmairive^  I  hav4  po^c^piev  nf  .t{)«  paper9»  wiiiiGh  yoq  li^^ 
fipw  Us^BsxQitt^.  ^  do, not  hotoevfir, dontbt  tbeir  authpjity :  |).ut^  <}f 
,qte  ^ifciHnstang^  1  can  iq^eak.  with  the  most  cyntident  certaiuty 
/viz.  t^tl  H^d  on  no  occasion  any  authority  for  using't'he  word 
judged,  but  ^h^x  I  thought  arose  from  the  ai^  of  reitgnatron/ 
'..'  '. .  I  have:  this  hoQoiir  U  b«, 

:;■ .  ....c:-  ",  :  /    ■.  .^  ■  ..^»%     ,.-,'.......,■.     • 

vol,. I.  «  ^ 
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2J^  prepared.  The  two  papers  ascribed  respectively  to 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Cornwallis  bear  a  similarity  of" 
stile,  and  may  naturally  be  supposed  to  fiave  been 
the  production  of  the  same  individual,  whose 
insidious  lubricity  had  been  supereminently  suc- 
cessful in  duping  the  Irish  into  incorporate  union 
and  out  of  Catholic.emancipatiofn.  Mr.  Pitt  gave 
unequivocal  evidence  ift  the  House  of  Commons^ 
that  his  paper  was  manufactured  by  Lord  Castle* 
reagh ;  but  to  the  sentiments  it  contained^  when 
properly  interpreted,  he  however  subscribed :  and 
long  after  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  both  papers, 
this  trusty  scribe  of  deceptioti'  continued  the 
official  Secretaiy  of  Lord  Connvallis-:  and  that 
Noble  Marquis  in  executing  'MrJ  Pitt's  projecta 
upon  Ireland,  left  the  propeir  ttitetpretation  of 
every  captious  speech,  hallow  promise  and  insidious 
action  to  the  decepti\^  powers  of  his  employer. 
When  Mr.  Grey  moved  the  House  of  Commons 
(on  the  25th  of  March)  to  resolvxj  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house,  to  take  into  copside* 
ration  the  state  of  the  nation,  he  very  judicfously 
brought  the  situation  of  Ireland  under  their  con- 
sideration, as  a  most  important  part  of  his  subject. 
In  referring  to  those  written  pledges  he  roundly 
charged  them  with  having  been  given  without 
sincerity  and  without  authority.  **  If  Catholic^ . 
**  freedom  were  offered  to  the  Irish  as  the  price  of 
*^  their  support  of  the  union,  if  the  faith  of  the 
^  Government  were  pledged  on  that  occasion,  it 
'V  forms  the  highest  species  of  criminatity  \fi  Mi- 
'ms:t<irS|  because  I  am  confide&t^  said  \k%  if  3uc]| 


%t 
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were  the  case,  \t  was  so  pledged  without  the  ^^ 
authority  of  the  King:  for  I  know  his  Majesty 
is  superior  to  the  idea  of  swerving  in  the  shghtest 
degree  from  the  observance  of  his  word.  This 
then  was  a  cnme  of  the  higl<!jst  denpniinatioa 
io  Ministers,  and  calls  for  enquiry.  I  ask,  if 
such  promise  were  made,  was  I^rd  Clare  and 
the  Protestant  ascendancy  party  made  ac- 
quainted witli  it?  If  so,  they  were  a  party  to 
the  delusion,  that  was  intended  to  be  practised  on 
the  uuhappy  Catholic." 


Mr.  Pitt,  though  no  longer  in  office  sat  on  thcMr.pitfs  - 
Ministerial  side  of  the  house,  and  in  his  reply  to  Mr.  m^n^og  ou 


the  Cacbo- 


Grey,  dwelt  as  slightly  as  possible  on  that  part  of  )ic4u^uo^ 

kis  speech,    which  touched  Ireland  •     The  little 

however  he  did  say,  was  pregnant  with  importance 

to  the  country.     It  seemed,  that  with  the  office^ 

be  bad  laid  aside  that  craft  and  wariness,  in  M'hich 

he  usually,  enveloped  his  speeches  in  Parliament.-— 

"Although,"  said  the  Ex' Minister,   '*thegentle- 

"  men  oj>posite  to  me  may  agree  with  me  in  the 

^*  necessity  of  Catholic  Emancipation,  yet  I  be* 

"lievel  sliall  not  be  entitled  to  their  support^ 

"  when  I  state  the  principles,  on  which  I  intended 

^*.to,havfi  brought  it  forward.     I  hope,   however,* 

"  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  in  reward  of 

":  the  patience  and  resignation  of  the  Catholics  it 

•**'it  may  be  carried  into  effect,  so  as  to  confirm  the 

"'  general  tranquillity  and  security  of  the  empire." 

He  added,  also  on  the  same  occasion,  that  *'  he  had 

*'  no  part  in  the  wording  of  the  papen    It  was 

^  drawn  up  by  Lord  Castlereagh.    To  the  senti- 

£  2 
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isoi.     ((  nients  it  contained,  when  properly  interpreted^ 
"he  however  subscribed ;   further  he  would  uei- 

t 

"  ther  avow  nor  expkin."    M n  Pitt's  few  words 

On  this  occasion  adn)itted  several  important  truths^ 

which  it  interests  the  Irisli  nation  to  circulate^  and 

perpetuate  in  justice  and  jtistiflcation  to  themselves 

.   and  thefr  posterity.     It  wai^an  admission  irom  afi 

enemy  (and  a  greater  Ireland  never  bad),  that  in 

the  very  lioUr,  in  wliich  tlie  British  Government  was 

unresting  froin  her  the  advaisl^ages  of  trial  hy  jury 

and  the  habeas  corpus^  in  the  moment  of  baffling 

her  expectations  to  be  admitted  to  a  general  parti^ 

-cipatioa  of  alt  the  cons^titutioHal  rights^  herpa? 

ijcnce  and  I'eiignatlon  v^ere^exempIaty,  and  ought 

k)  Tms  newarded,  amd  that  hfer  emancipation  was 

nece^saf'y  for  confirn^ing  line  general  tranquillity 

atotl  security  of  the  emprre. 

tityaitay*     Suclv  ^vas  thc  forced  and  i^luctant  admission  of 

hHv.b..n.  j^jj.  pj^j  concerning  the  Irish  Catholics,,  such  as  he 

had  known  tliem  during  seventeen  years  espe- 
/icnce.  JBiit  what  were  the  principles^  on  which;  he 
intended  to  bring  farwaid  that  measure,  to  whoch 
ic  anticipated  such  pointed  resisttoce  from  the 
i)ppost<e  benches^  Wejl  was  Mr.  Pitt  aware  of 
•the  broad  apd  lil>eral  policy  of  Mr.  Fox  and  his 
friends;  he  foresaw  tlieir  indignant  rejection  Of 
aiiy  offer  or  proposal  to  the  Irish  Catholics^  which 
nhotrfd  break  into  tlieir  religious  credence  or  paac- 
liees,  of  tend  to  deduce  or  force  them  tobecoroea 
differffnt  soeiety^  froirp  what  Uiey  had:  hitbertD 
been;  MtiPitt  spofce  witt  laconic  reserve;. bat 
jueyer  ^he^.  ta  m^ t  the ^ak^g^aitiOBt  •  of .  xetiaoos^ 
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or  even  civil  liberty  on  principle  and  merits.     He  yJ^J^Jv^ 
sought  to  decoy  the  Catholic  Hierarchy  of  Ireland 
into  an  alliance  with  tlie  State ;  and  aa  he  had  gf> 
nerally  succeeded  in  his  venal  (Towers  of  seduction, 
he  anticipated  the  sure  ruin  of  the  Catholics  in  the 
effect  of  their  illicit  connection*     The  direct  pro- 
.posal  of  ultimate  guilt,  never  leads  the  premedi- 
tated attack  on  virtue*  Even  precipitancy  is  check- 
ed|   where  malice  moves  to  conquest     It  was  not 
'at  that  time  publicly  known,  that  in  January  1799^    ^ 
a  very  artful  proposal  had  been  made  by  Goyern- 
ment  to  tlie  Ron^n  Catholic  Prelates  of  Ireland 
pf  an  independent  provision  for  the  Romi^n  Catho- 
lic Clergy  of  Ireland,   under  certain  regulations, 
said  not  to  be  incompatible  with  their  doctrine, 
discipline,  or  just  principles.     It  was  admitted  by 
a  large  number  of  the  prelates  then  convwed  in 
Dublin,  that  it  ought  to  be  thankfully  ac€<ipted. 

They  went  astepiiirther  and  signed  the  follow- Resolution^ 
ing  general  resolution :  ^'  That  in  the  appointment  jf^^iJ**" 
**  pf  thie  Prelates  of  the  Roman  CathoUc  Religion  "^^• 
<^  ta  vacant  sees  witliin  the  kingdom,  such  inter* 
^  ference  wi:lh  Grovernment  as  may  enable  it  to  bq 
**  satisfied  with  the  loyalty  of  the  person  appointed, 
"  is  j\i3t  and  ought  to  he  agreed  to."    And  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  it  effect^  they  further  resolved, 
that  after  the  usual  caponieal  election  the  president 
should  transmit  the  name  of  the  elected  to  Go- 
vernment, which  In  one  month  after  such  trans- 
jnissipn.,  slibuld  return  the  qame  of  the  elected, 
(if  ivu>fe9$(?ti^nable)  th^  1>^  might  be  confirmed 
'  bgr  4lM(>  Ugly  See.     if  hesbbnld  be  obJ£>ct«d  to  by 
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1801.  Govcrntnent,.  the  president  on  such  communica- 
tion, should  after  the  month  convene  the  electors, 
in  order  to  chuse  some  other  candidate.  Mr^  Pitt 
never  lost  sight  of  this  insidbus  negocialion,  into 
which  he  had  seduced  a  certain  number  of  the  un- 
suspecting prelates  This  was  the  foundation  stone 
of  that  deep  bid  plan  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  associ- 
ates, to  seduce  or  force  the  Irish  Catholics  into  the 
same  state  of  schism  from  the  ChuKch  of  Rome, 
as  that,  which  took  place  in  England  in  tlie  reign 
of  Henry. Vril.  This  was  the  origin  of  that  Vital 
question  of  Veto,- \Vh\ch  has  been  so  warmly  dis- 
cussed  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  which 
m  the'  order  of  chronology  will  be  liereafter  no- 
ticed.* 

9  ■  ■*  ■ 

"^  Mr. 'Ritt  in  ht«  speech  upon  the  €atfiolic  Question  in  the 
year  iS05»  (Dieb.  127.)  very  fully  explained  himself  upon  thiis 
most  important  question,  which  neither  in  IQOl  nor  in  .1805 
was  commouly  ^^en  thpqgh  of  thoroughly  understood  by  the 
generaflty  xA'  his  hearers.    '*  It  seemed  expedient  also  to  pro* 

'  Tide  some  guards  against  the  evil  influence,  which  the  bigotry 
of  priests  might  prompt  them  to  exercise  orer  the  lower  orders  t 
fated  for  that  purpose  I  was  desiroiis,  that  n^cfasnres  should  be  ficlop- 
t^d  to  coticiliaie  the  prie.^ts  themselyes  to  Qoirerjiinenty  Jbj 
making  tbeip  in  some  degree  dependent  upon  it,  aqd^thus  rep* 
ilering  them*  links'  ^o  connect  the  Government  with  the  lower 
classes  of  society,  iiistead'of  being  the  means  of  separation  and 
agitation,  who  by  infusing  the  prejudices,  would  divide  the  Ca- 
tholic from  the  Protestant^  and  alienate  him  from  his  duty.  TJiai 
I  conceive  would  be  a  wise  and  Jiben|l  system  to  pursue.  ]V{y 
idea  was  to  impuse  checks  and  guards,  which  whilst  they  secnred 
against  the  danger  of  the  innovation,    would  provide  additional 

.  ineans  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  ensure  the  respect  due  tp 
f\^e  Protjestant  Clergy,  and  extend  ^proper  influeikt  to  ibe  Roman 
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The  motives  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  colleagues  for  ^J^^ 
retiring  from  his  Majesty's   service,    or  as  L^^rd^^^^^i^ 
CornxVallis  more  feelingly  expressed,  himself,  for »*»' ♦'^»^* 

.  ...  °  "^  *  .  .  of  Ireland. 

sacrificing  Ihdr  situations  at  so,  critical  a  period, 
would  be  immaterial  to  the  Irish  people,  were  it 
not  for  the.  deception  practised  upoi)  them.     A  de- 
mand of  confidential  gratitude  was  made  upon  the 
Irish  Catholics  to  men,  calling  themselves  friends 
to  their  cause,  wTiich  from  the  year  1795  they  had 
systematically  opposed,  against  which  they  had  in 
true  Machiavelian  policy  fostered,    arrayed,  and 
pemrianently  established  the  Orange  Societies,  and 
which  they  betrayed  to  tjieir  implacable  enemies,  . 
lu  the  monient,  when  called  upon  by  private  ho- 
nor, public  justice  and  national  policy  to  redeem 
their  pledge.     The  Irish  have  long  been  forbearing 
victims  of  oppression  and  persecution.     It  was  re* 
served  for  Mr.  Pitt  to  immolate  them  to  that  very 
Protestant  Ascendancy^    for    which   the    Popery 
'  Code  had  been  originally  manufactured,  but  whic^i 
he  found  too  revolting  for  the  opening  liberality  of 
the  existing  generation.     The  Christian  indurance 
of  unmerited  persecution  prevented  not  an  inteU 
ligent  and  sagacious  people  from  knowing,  that  the  -. 
worst  of  enemies  is  the  pretended  friend.     They 
beheld  the  British  Minister  retreating  in  despair  of 
continuing  the  war  with  success,  and  without  the 

C»tholic  Communion/'    The  consequences  of  rendering  a  body 
of  between  tiro  aind  three  thousand  Roman  Catholic  Clergymen 
the  creatures  of  an  Anti  Catholic  Government^  will  be  seen  ^d' 
fttit  most  justly  by*  tUo.^e,  who  know  most  of  the  Roman  Calbolie 
.TSdigioo.    . 
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*  vj^i^^  abilUy  or  ^vefl  the  wirfi  to  hiake  peace  with  credit 
or  advart'tage.  •  They  lamented,  that  hfe  had  ag- 
gtaiidized  F*rai>Ge,    but  had  subdued  Ireland,  by 
rivetthig  internal  discord,  driving  her  into  rebel- 
lion,  ami  thenxre  into  external  union.     That  fatai* 
triunvph  of  political  profligacy,   from  which  €v6ti  - 
returning  patriotism  can  hardly  rally.     Ahhougb 
Mr.  Pitt  had  too  long  and  too  succesrfully  ptac* 
tised  i4poh  the  corrupt  servility  of  his  Irish  depend^ 
antS],  hfe  never  lost  sight  of^  nor  forgave  tfeeir  s«c- 
ces6*bl  stifld  in  rejecting  bis  commercial  pioposi-' 
lions  in  1785,  and  iiiviting  tb^  Prince  of  Watesto 
accept  of  the  unlimited  regency  in  178&.     Me  well 
knew,  that  in  Legislative  Uiiiott  ottly  rested  the 
impossibili'ty  of  sucht^currence.     Having  rivetted 
this  indi^sblubli  thaiti,  with  a  view  to  arbitrary- 
res<impti6h,  h^  relinquished  pow^r,  and  wil^h  rec5re- 
I  ^      aftt  hiJ^lice,    proclaimed  then   for  tlie  first  timC) 
that  onuhe  Emancipation  of  Ireland  th6  safety  of 
the  British  empire  iSe^^^\.      He  and  ibie  col^ 
lettgiies  resigned,  ple<}gifeg  themselves  td  suppbit. 
their  sttcjce^sws,   (iahd  fliey  declined  to  accept  uf 
oriSce  without  .that  snpT^ovt)  in  an  administration 
^  a vo^Me<%  formed  on  kjipilacable  hostility  to  tbaii 
identical  measure,  which  he  scrupled  not  to  dedate 
essential  to  t3ie  safety  o^  the  empire. 

ATalicions       j^  tjj^  embarrassiflg  circumstances  of  a  general 


si^.fwifor    dissolution    of  the   most  powerful  administration  . 

the  aitem-  ^  ' 

tiouofhis  ever  known  m  the  country,  utider  the  menace  of 

hetuth!^ '    external  power  and  the  pressure  of  internal  distress^ 

the  free,  unbiassed  and  firm  judgment  of  the-e^^- 

ccutive  was  emphatically  called  into  action.     It 
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was  wickedly  giv^en  oat  to  the  public,  that  tlie  s^^^^^ 
pressure  upon  his  Majesty's  conscience,  to  violate  -'"  ■ 
bis  Coronation  Oath  by  consenting  to  emancipate 
his  Irish  Catholic  subjects,  bad  brought  on  for  some 
time  back  an  alarming  alteration  in  his  Majesty's 
health.  Those,  whose  object  It  was  tp  lay  these 
early  symptoms  of  the  disorder  to  the  account  q£ 
conscientious  scruples  in  the.  Royal  bieast  acted- 
consistently  with  their  own  views,  by  raising  the 
public  sympathies  into  a  concerted  diffidence  and 
horror  of  the  Irish  nation.  Lord  Castlereagh  had 
for  ftom^  time  been  preparmg  the  materials  for  the  - 
fabrication,  of  a  report  of  a  secret  committee,  to 
prove,  (cpntrary  to  the  fact)  that  rebellion  still  ^exr 
JBted  in  Irelaixl,  and  thei*efore,  that  there  was  a 
necessity  for  renewing  the  Act  for  suspending  the 
habeas  corpus,  which  was  about  to  expire  on  the 
25th  of  March.  Accordingly  he  had  fixed  the 
20th  of  February  for  moving  for  a  bill  to  enable 
the  liord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  put  Martial 
Law.  in  force  in  such  parts  of  Ireland'*as  he  should 
think. proper :  but  as  ther^  was  a  call  of  the  House 
on  that  day,'  to  take  into  .consideration  the  state  of 
the  nation,  l)e  postponed  bis  motion  till  the  call 
should  have  taken  place. 

On  that  same  day,  the  attention  of  the  House  sercmt 
Was  excUisitely  devoted  to  Iri&h  matter.     Colonel  t^  t^ore 
Bstgweir  submitted   to   the  consideration  of   tlie  ^*'****"*"** 
House  (without  offering  any  specific  motion)  the 
hardship  of  the  Irish  members  paying  both,  Irislf 
md  Ei^U^h  taxes  and  duties,  when  they  went  over 
toafttend  Parliajn^nt  in  £ngland«    General  Wal* 
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laou  pole,  after  strotig  opposition  from  Lotd  Castlcfeagh 
and  the  Speaker,  moved  for  a  list  of  all  persons 
holding  offices  and  pensrons  in  Ireland,  who  had 
seats  in  that  House :  and  thereupon  a  committee 
ivas  appointed  to  enquire,  what  offices,  places,  &c, 
under  the  Crown  in  Ireland  were  holden  by  'mem- 
bers of  that  House,  and  to  distinguish  those 
liolden  during  pleasure  from  those  granted  in  revef 
sion.  And  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  In  pursuance  of 
notice,  moved  for  leav6  tx>  bring  in  a  bill  for  estab- 
lishing a  more  equal  proportion  between  the  num*'" 
ber  of  men  and  officbrs  in  the  regiments  of  ihilitia 
in  Ireland;  in  order  to  put  them  exactly  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  English  militia.  The  num- 
ber of  officers  in  the  Irish  regiments  •  was  too  smali 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men.  Leave  wa» 
given  to  bring  in  the  bill  for  encreasiog  their  num» 

ber. 

*  ■   • 

!  *  The  paucity  of  Catholic  officers  in  the  Irish  Militia  regi<* 
nentSy  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Catholic  individuals  qua* 
llfied  to  be  appointed  to  commissions  in  thosd  corps,  is  ^  subject 
of  important  reflection.  Noir  is  it  lightly  suggested,  that  thii 
more  considerable  part  of  the  Protestant  subalterns  in  the  Militia 
regiments  have  receiyed  their  appointments  without  legal  qualifi* 
cations.  A.Mr.  John  Giffard,  ^ho  once  was  a  captain  in  the 
Dublin  City  Militia  has  been  noticed  in  the  introduction,  as  emi- 
nently zealous  for  exterminating  all  the  Catholics  from  Ireland, 
(p.  2\j  Int.)  and  for  his  atchievements  in-  the  anfoogbt  scene  of 
blo«d  and  devastation  at  Ballyholan.  (p.  95,  lot.)  It  is  well  knowa* 
that  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  May,  1798,  the  disaffection  of  th^ 
#ounty  of  Kildare  broke  out  into  open  civil  war.  On  that  same 
wight  the  Limerick  Mail  Coach  was  stopped  by  the  insurgents  as 
it  was  entering  Kildare,  and  the  passengers  were  made  pri'sonera. 
Anoagittbem  iras  a  younger  son  of  Captain  Gifi&rd*  a 
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.  Besides  the  complicated  variety  of  political  em*  ^  ^^l'  ^ 

Tlie  Icing's 
nantin  the  S^d  infantry,  a  youth  oC  17  years  of  age,  who  was«J'n'«.  «n«l 

travelling  to  join  his  corps  at  Cliatham.  According  to  Sir  Rich-  cU- **  *^^' 
ard  Musgrave's  account  of  him  (Memoirs  of  the  Different  Rebel- 
lions in  Ireland,  3d  edit.  1  vol  304  )  '*  he  had  a  case  of  pistols 
•*  which  Ris  natural  courage  and  the  love  of  life  (though  hope* 
"  less  prompted  him  to  use  with  efTect.  Being  uncommonly 
"  active,  he  burst  from  them,  and  vaulting  over  a  six  feet  wall,  h% 
^  made  towards  a  house  where  he  saw  a  light,  and  was  killed  in 
**  the  attempt  to  effect  hisescape.'^  Shortly  afler  Captain  Giffard 
Witb  his  compan}*  with  other  troops  entered  (he  town  of  Kildare* 
and  afler  they  were  ordered  to  evacuate  it,  against  orders,  he  sij^- 
nalized  himself  by  setting  fire  to  as  many  parts  of  the  town  as  be 
could,  in  defiance  of  the  entreaties,  and  in  some  instances  of  the 
resistance  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  and  King's  troops.  His  plea 
for  this  military  outrage  was  revenge  for  the  blood  of  his  son. 

Allowing  every  scope  for  parental  feelings  on  such  a  loss,  yet 
U  was  a  singular  idea  of  this  military  hero,  to  select  the  resentful 
iirmg  of  nndefended  houses,  as  the  prominent  atchievement  ot 
his  military  cai-eer,  in  which  to  hand  down  his  fame  and  glory 
to  posterity.  As  soon  as  he  could  quit  the  labours  of  the  field* 
he  directed  an  eminent  artist  to  paint  him  at  full  length^  in  hiB 
Hoiform,  gracefully  leaning  on  his  drawn  sword,  and  smiling 
'  with  ghastly  exultation  at  the  conflagration  of  Kildarc,  like  Nero 
chuckling  at  the  flames  of  Rome.  This  20th  day  of  February 
was  the  memorable  day,  on  which  the  Imperial  Senate  voted  the 
eocrease  of  Irish  Militia  ofHcers,  and  a  Court  Martial  in  Dublin 
published  a  sentence  confirmed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  de- 
prive that  useful  body  of  the  services  of  this  valiant,  lo^^al'aBd 
eicemplary  champion  of  the  a!>cendancy. 

Bt  THE  LORD  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  >nd  GENERAL 

GOVERNOR  OF  IRELAND. 

CoRjrwALLlS, 

**  Whereas  at  a  General  Court  Martial  held  in  the  Barracks  of 
Dublia  on  the  29th  day  of  December,  1800,  and  continued  by 
adjporiunent  to  the  9th  day  of  January,  18QI,  of  which  Colontl 
Coote  ef  the  Royal  Queea's  County  Militia,  is  President, 
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JJ^  barrassments,  which  really  drove  the  Ministers  from 


The  court  being  niet  and  duly  swori^  and  the  Judge  Adrocat^ 
being  also  sworn,  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  Captahi  John  GiffiiHi 
of  tl>e  city  of  Dublin  militia,  brought  prisoner  befbre  the  co»rt 
on  the  lolloping  charges,  viz. 

**  !.  For  lifting  op  a  weapon  and  oiferin«p  violence  against  hif 
Command i)f>g  officer,  and  firing  at  him—- For  striking  his  com- 
mofttdrng  officer — For  disobedience  of  the  lawfoT  commatids  of 
bis  commanding  officer^;  all  when  in  the  executioiM>f  his  duty. 

•*  2.  For  disrespectful  conduct  towards  his  superior  officers. 

'^  The  court  having  taken  into  consideration  the  whole  of  the 
i^yldehce  adduced  in  support  of  the  several  charges  preferred 
agamst  the  prisoner^  Captain  John  Gii&rd  of  the'  city  of  I)ublin' 
regiment  of  militia ;  as  also  what  was  adduced  by  the  prisoner  in 
'tis  defence — find,  That  the  prisoner.  Captain  Giifard,  is  not 
jruilty  of  the  first  charge,  viz  "  lifting  op  a  weapon^  offering 
violence,  and  firing  at  his  commanding  officer,'*  and  dp  therefore 
iKrquit  him  thereof. 

But  the  court  do  find,  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty' of  the  2d  part 
cf  the  first  charge,  viz.  **  striking  his  comihanding  officer.'* 

The  court  do  find,  that  the  prisoner  is  not  guilty  of  the  3d  paft 
>)f  the  first  charge,  viz.  "  disobedien<;'e  of  the  lawful  commands 
<)f  his  commanding  officer  ^^  and  do  therefore  acquit  him  thereof. 

Th^  court  do  fiod,  that  the  prisoner.  Captain  Giffard,  is  guilty 
<yf  the  second  charge,  viz.  *'  disrespectful  conduct  towards  bis 
tnpef  ior  oiHcers. 

The  court  after  the  most  mature  consideration  of  the  vhole 
of  the  evidence,  and  viewing  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Col.  Sanke^ 
and  the  several  officers,  who  accompanied  him  ou  the  night  of 
the  1 7th  of  December  last,  as  having  degeneiaieJ  into  not  and 
runfbston  ;  and  the  court  also  caftsidering  th^  improper  con- 
duct of  Lieut.  Col.  Sankey  and  the  ^yeral  officers,  who  accom« 
f  anted  him  on  the  night  of  the  ]7th  of  Decenxh^r.  last,  having 
degenerated  into  riot  and  confusion ;  and  the  court  also,  con- 
sidering the  improper  conduct  of  Lieut.  Col.  $ankey  in  p^t 
making  use  of  the  officer  of  tlie-  guardj.  and  thf  file  of  men 
brought  up  by    him  to^  suppress  any  riot,'  \)\^X  ^y^Xpi ','  and 
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th$  helm,  it  pleased  Divine  Providence,  that  botii  ^^} 

tatkifig  opcm  hhnself,  in  compaoy  with  his  officers,*  in  a  tumttlT 
toous  maaner  to  take  Captain  GiiFard  into  custody^  whick 
might  without  difficulty  hare  been  done  on  Lieut-ColoneJL 
Sankey^s  first  coming  down  to  Mr.  Sherwood's,  are  induced  not 
to  affix  so  high  a  degree  of  crimtn^lity  to  Captain  GifTard,  as  U» 
consider  his  acts  as  done  in  violation  of  his  cominandiDg  of&otr 
LitntieRant  Colonel  Sankey,  when  in  the  execution  of '  his  'dtrty^ 
And  also,  considering  his  misconduct  to  Major  Sankey,  as  in* 
^uenced  by  passion  arising  from  the  ill  treatment  and  abuse  ht 
received  from  the  officers  in  the  street  immediately  preTiousto 
Major  Sankey's  coming  op,  are  induced  to  be  so  far  lenient,  -aii 
only  t*  adjiulge  Um  prisoner.  Captain  Giffard,  to  be-suipeiKiM. 
ii?o<n  rank  and  pay  lor  twelve  moiiihs.*' 

We,  haying  taken  the  prooeediags  ands^oitences  of  the.s^ 
general  court- marli^l  into  consideration,  are  pleased  to  approve 
dud  cteifirm'  the  same  ;  and  do  direct  and  require,  that  you  Wiu 
taite  tibe  necessary  meafttires  for  har^ng  the  sentence  prctiiouiiceit 
bfi  ths;  c#urt  carmd  into  exectnion.  For  doing  whereof  thit 
ftfaiiU  be^uff  wariraBt. 

Giren  at  his  Majesty's  Castle  of  Dublio,  this  2Qth  d^y  of 

February,  1801. 

•   ■         ■■ 

•  .... 

By  his  Excellency  *4  c0mnaad> 

GASPER  ERCK, 
T6  iMetfi.-Col^nel  Cr^ig* 


Sir,  BuhlinCmlc^  Feh.QO,V^0\, 

I  hate  it  in  command  to  enclose  to  you  a  warrant  under  bi$ 
jEzcellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  signature,  ratifying  the  sf^n^ 
tence  aad^opinion  of  the  general  court  martial,  of  which  Cofamet 
Coc^e  of  the  Queen's  County  llegiment  is  President,  held  ivk  the 
garrison  of  Dublin  on  the  trial  of  Captain  John  Gifiard,  of  the 
Dublin  City  Militia. 

His  Excellency  dclsires  you  will  convene  the  court,  and  in 
cfliusing  thef-Wairrrnit'to  be  reti^'to  them,  tt^»  that  although 
vpM^«oiMpo(iit#  thiejrv  has  been  a  contrariety  of  eyldence,  in  the 


02  The  Reign  of  George  lit. 

i8or.^  islaiuls  should  be  severely  afflicted  with  extraordi- 
nary scarcity  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  thatthe  health 
of  the  monarch  shoukl  be  so  sewrely  attacked, 
that  the  exercise  of  the  executive  functions  actual- 
ly was  for  a  short  time  suspended.  -The  di&order, 
which  appeared  to  be  a  return  of  that,  under  which 
hb  Majesty  had  suffered  in  the  year  1788,  came  oa 
gradually,  and  had  gained  ^ch  a  height  before  the 
acceptance  of  Mr.  Pitt's  resignation,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  Teaye  the  country  without  an  admi- 
aistratiou ;  and  a  new  one  could  not  be  formed  un- 
til his  Majesty's  disorder  should  have  taken  the 
turn,  which  in  some  weeks  it  was  given  out  byGo^ 
ternment  it  had.  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  colleagies 
though  no  longer  substantially  the  Ministers  of  thcr 
country,  continued  under  the  distressf\il  embarrass^ 
ment  to  perform  the  official  duties.  Th&  public 
mind  was  unusually  agitated.  It  was  at  first  the 
policy  of  the  Court^  to  suppress  the  state  of  his 
Majesty's  disorder  from  the  knowledge  of  his 
aoxious  and  afflicted  subjects.     The  inveteracy  of 

two'  instances  of  gross  misconduct^  of  whtjih  Captain  Giffiird  baft 
been  found  guilty  ;  yet  it  is  apparent,  from  the  wbole  tenor  of 
the  piioceedingSj  that  the  tumultuous  scene  exhibited  by  the  con-* 
current  testimony  of  the  several  witnesses,  betrays  such  a  total 
want  of  discipline  and  ordinary  demeanor  amongst  the  ofllicere  of 
the  corps,  that  his  Excellency  thinks  it  expedient,  for  the  preser* 
yation  of  good  order  and  inilltary  discipline,  to  lay  their  names 
severally  before  his  Majesty,  in  order  to  receive  his  royal  com. 
jaands  with  respect  to  any  farther  proceedings. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yottr  B^oit  obedient  humble  servant    . 

,     .   KB  UTTl^ALES^ 


The  Administration  of  Marquis  Cornwaltts.  6$ 

« 

the  complaint  was  consequently  exaggerated  in  re-  ^]2^ 
port,  and  the  embarrassment  of  the  State  more 
alariningly  felt  through  every  rank.  In  orcfer  to 
keep  itp  tl]e  deceit  upon  tlie  public,  Lord  Kosslyn, 
who  still  lield  the  Great  Seals,  is  g-enerally  under- 
stood on  the  2Sd  of  February  to  have  guided  his 
Majesty's  hand  in  affixing  the  Sign  Manual  to  a 
commission  for  giving  the  Royal  Assent  to  the  re- 
peal of  the  Brown  Bread  Bill,  which  the  necessity 
of  the  times  required  to  be  immed*ately  passed, 
l)ut  which  from  the  stage  of  the  disorder  could  not 
"then  liave  been  voluntarily  procured.  Witliin  very 
.few  days  after  that  bold  use  of  his  Majesty ^s  sig- 
nature had  been  made,  the  symptoms  of  tliedisor- 
clerw^re  represented  as  more  favourable,  in  so  miicli, 
that  on  the -27th  of  tlie  month,  Mr.  Nicholls  was 
dissuaded  from  movins:  tlie  House  of  Commons 
according  to  his  notice,  to  take  the  state  of  his 
Majesty's  health  into  tlie  consideration  of,  the 
f  louse.  ♦ 

^  The  actual  state  of  the  Monarch's  health  at  this  tinre  was  too 

planning  to  be  wholly  suppressed  from  the  public  anxiety.     The 

fbtlovnng  guiirdled  buUetih  \%»8is  tiierefore  on  the  preceding  day, 

left  ID  an  antiroom  of  the  Queen*s  Ho^se  to  satisfy  enquiries  :>-^ 

f%e  Kif^.  has  imd  a  bad  cold,  has  at  ptvsent  a  little  fixer  accoMpm  •> 

Mied  with  a  vot^h  and  hoarseness* 

T.  GISBORNE, 

H.  R.  RJ£YNOLDS. 
'i2d  February,  ISOU 

The  report  of  the  Physicians  on  that  days  was :  His  Majestfm 
ftccr,contipM€9,l^titdocswdencrea$e. 

;.  T.  GISBORNE, 

H.  R.  REYNOLDS. 
,M9i€en*s  House,  February  27^. 
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So  unreservedly  ted  Mr.  Pitt  demoted  himself  to 
the  sys  tetw,  that  he  was  equaUy  ready  tolhead,  tmd 
to  abett  and  support  any  measures,  which  cortrfd  io 
his  mind  teud  to  continujeendstrengti^eoit  iigatostt 
the  attacks  of  its  pppon^ats  ;  and  they  otily  <»«- 
iiisted  of  the  cliosen  f/ew,  \Vho  in  adversity  awl:  pros- 
perity steadfastly  adhered,  to  the  cOnstituttoual  pirlu- 
dples  and  unas^ilable  integrity  of  that  enlightened 
statesman,  Mr.  Fox.  Tlie  crisis  was  awfully  distress 
•ng.  Mn  Pitt  had  virtually  retired :  Bot  driven  froai 
office  by  the  gmwing  influence  of  hi«  oppouentc^ 
or  the  adoption  of  a  new  system  of  measures,  but 
for  the  accomplishment  of  his  own  view^^  .  The 
♦ystem,  which  was  not  intended  to-be  abandoned^ 
could  not  be  perpetuated  without  patching  tip.^me 
peace  with  France,  and  defeating  the  expectationB 
of  deluded  Ireland.  For  this  a  cabinet  of  expc«- 
diency  was  to  be  foniied  of  men  of  unqoalifi^ed 
pliancy,  devoid  of  fwlitical  principle,  incapQ,b)e  ,of 
system,  and  for  the  purpose  of  active  and  paasiye 
deception  to  be  called  the  King's  Friends.  They 
w^rc  specially  selected,  instructed  and  commission- 
ed  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  perform  wliat  he  was  too  protu4 
and  artful  to  take  upon  himself.  Foreseeing,  as 
be  well  did,  the  diwstrous  results  of  his  plans, 
which  could  only  be  prevented  by  actiiig  upon  his 
opponents  principles,  he  wickedly  threw  the  odium 
and  disgrace  of  measures,  to  .which  he  liad  pledged 
hi^  constant  J  ^mlous  and  active  supper  t^  u;pon  the 
shoulders  of  those,  •  who  would  not  scrut>le  to 
shield  thenr  frorri  enquiry  and  responsibility  under 
the  awful  mantje  of  royalty.    WWUt  liia  M^^ty  s 
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i^Upoi^iUo^,  r^ljain  remote  possibility  cjf  ^J^^ 

^fjppg  inSii-^WW  .ittC2ipacity  of  perlbfming  tVp  -  ■- 
jf^^l  ti^nqtjqijp,  j?5r?ry  effort  was  es;erted  to  keep 
t^^e  6^  iij  t^q  IfWds  of  JVIr.  Pitt.     His  successful 
xqft^fBftvr^ffg  it^  ^7,88,  .either  to  prevent  a  re^encjf, 
-Of  ^ot;^(?r  tfie  cxecv^tive  powers  of  the  constjtiir 

t^  ififder  its  F^trictiop^  forcibly  recurred  tP 
fl^e.  who  h^c^  been  tutored  tQ  dread  nothing  $9 
ifljicb  ^,  ^  ^pr^Y^lence  pf  those  prip^iples,  uppn 
lyhiish ;Mf-  Piltl'jjpoUttcaJij opponents  h^d  uniforrnjjr 
i^tQd^thesatJs^axid  prosperity  of  the  Srt^^te.  Thi^ 
u^eF$t:^pdi]^  w^s  too  gj^nenal  j^  .to  bei^p^K  th^ 
rpai  f ea^Qs  of  Mir.  Pitt's  so  bijg  retaiining  the, seals 
of  crfi^ce,  ^fter  he  h^l  cea^  tp  be  the  m  nister 
pf  t^e  CQifiitry. 
The  abdication  of  an  ambitious  minister,  who  Mr.  nu's 

t       1  '     1     1     1  '       I*      *  '  -i  conduct  on 

0^  ruled  the  countjy  for  seventeen  years  without  reur«g. 
qoiitrpul,  IxiX!^  moipent  of  unpreced^ntejd  embar<> 
r2^&m€;ntSy  a^tonishe^  the  public,  and  was  inexpli-r 
C^Ue  evjeo  tp  tho^,  who  claimed  a  share  of  his 
QQifi^deQce.  Wbi}st  be  contiquQcl  to  do  p^rlian^en^ 
tary  tHisJBe^Sj  he  was  £istidipu$ly  guarded  in  alLhp 

tttt$)?^.     ^p^  ^^ected  ^creased  horrors  of  Jaco-. 

■  ■  ■         ■    • . 

bjpMfn,  and  r€;doub)ed  his  charges,  of  x^t  uupourt- 
)y  j$riii)e  ^g^ipft  his  Wjhig  ppponents.  With  th^t 
wjc|$;^4  cry  h^  had  seduc|e4  his  Soyereign  ap4.  tj^Q 
ip^ter  p^tft  pf  hi^  people  to  the  verge  of  that  pr^^^ 
oipi^f,  from  whi?h  \\^  was  ^n^ble  tp  secure  thejr 
rotreJU;*  .  Still  was  he  arrogantly  tenacious  of  hif 
%y!^fm%  as  if  the  ^te  could  be  saved  by  no  ptl^r 
afin  than  his.     He  iipportunajtejly  «jUl^  MPPP.  thji 
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House  to  transfer  their  confidence  to  his  successors, 

whom  the  King  had  appointed  to  follow  up  those 

''••■"•■■  •        '      ... 

fixed  principles,  up(in  which  th^y  "had  acted  •  with 
steadiness  for  so  many  years  under  his  direction. 
To.  the  unmeasured  depth  of  Bis  o\\tn  conseqilence 
he  committed  the  fate  of  the  empire,  handing  over 
the  rejos,  in  the  moment  his  nerve  and  head  failed 
him,  to  a  pferson  tdo  weak  to  see  the  danger,  and 
too  vain*  to  resist  the  temptation,  iuhder  the  se- 
cf^t  pledge  of  the  seced^rs*  diredtioh  and*  support. 
Ih  that  rash  stfcp,  Mn  Pijtt  looked  to  arbltrar}'^  re- 
sumption;  to  which  he  foresaw^  but  one  obstacle  : 
andthit  was  a  possibility  of  the  Sovereign's  mind 
becotning  sensibfe  of  the  sound  principles  of  bis 
political  rival.     His  chtef  solicitude  was  to  keep 
Mi^.  Fox  and  his  friend*  excluded  from  the  Royal 
iddrifidence,  in  the  possession  of  which  he  foresaw 
Ms  own  death'  blow.    As  every  secret  movement  in 
the  o^nigmatical  resigna^tion  cannot  be-  precisely 
ascertained,  the  piublic  must  rest  satisfi^ed'  with  this 
notorious  "  fact,    that  Mr.  Addington,    the  thcii 
Speaker  of  the  Hoiise  of  Commons,  a  trian  of  mo- 
derate talent,  without  pretension  to  the  character 
b^T'  a  statesman  or  politician,  whom  nature  never 
for^ied  for  higher  attainments  than  to  learn  and 
enforce  the  pi-actice  and  regulation  of  a  court  or 
office,  was  delegated  by  Mn  Pitt  to  make  some 
comtnunicati6ns  to  his/  Majesty  in  the  closet,  from 
Which  he  unexpectedly  ciame  out  the  minister  of 
the  country.      That   unaccountable  appointment 
was  all  that,  was  certainly  known  to  the  public  of 
the  intended  changes,    when  the  progress  of  his 
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Majesty's  disorder  prevented  the  actual  appoint-  \^.^ 
ment  of  the  rest  of  his  servants. 

There  was  more  difficulty,  than  had  heen  at  first  Difficulty  of 

1         If.  .  J     •    •  .     .•  ^forming  th* 

apprehended,  m  cementing  an  admmistration  or  new  admi- 
any  probable  duration  out  of  the  shreds  and  patches^ 
which  Mr.  Pitt  thought  fit  to  leave  behind  him  in 
office.     He  called  upon  none  to  resign,  to  whose 
judgment,  talent  or  virtue  the  public  paid  any  de» 
ference.     Parliamentary  business  went  on  without 
interruption.    Hitherto  the  pledged  stipulations  on 
resignation  and  acceptance  of  place,   were  faith- 
fully acted  up  to.  Neither  party  proposed,  what  the 
other  would  not  support     Mr.  Secretary  Dundas 
.moved,  in  pursuance  of  a  former  notice,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  establishing  a  more  equal  pro- 
portion between  the  men  and  officers  of  the  Irish 
militia,  in  order  to  put  thi^m  in  that  regard  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  English  militia.  Lord  Castler 
reagh  postponed,  till  after  the  call  of  the  house,  hit 
motion  for  a  bill  to  enable  the  Lord"  Lieutenant  to 
put"  martial   law  *  in  force  in  such  parts  of  the 
country,  as  he  should  think  proper.     On  General 
Walpole's  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 

*  On  the  I2th  of  March,  within  a  week  of  the  new  appoint- 
ments being  gazetted,  Lord  Castlereagh  moved  the  House  pf  Com- 
moQS^  that  the  act  for  the  suppression  of.rebfUioo  in  If  eland 
should  be  then  read,  to  which  Mr.  Sheridan  objected,  if  it  wer^ 
to  be  done  with  a  view  to  continue  martial  law  in  Ireland.  He 
^congratulated  the  paCion  upon  the  happy  event  of  his  Majesty^ 
recovery,  which  had  been  on  that  day  announced^  After  having 
hoard  Us  Majes^'s  commission  for  passing  aeveral  public  h\\\$p 
it  waft  a  fair  presMmption,  that  some  communipatioa  from  the 
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_J^^  enquire  wha^b  office,  plapei^  aod  pei^^ions  vreiie  l^i^- 
den  under  the  Crovi^n  by  n^Cfpi^s,  of  (bal;  hqu^ 
di^i^guisbing  tiipseholden  at;  pies^v^ffosfk  tl|ose 
lK>ld(&n  foi;  lifis.  Ai^d  Mr.  B^gw/ell  dr<;M(  the  ^U^r 
tion  pf  tbe  house  to  t^q  hwFds^|>^  nrhipt)  tbis  I«^Ub 
i}f)embers  suffered  fro^i  paying  no^  <>n|y  t)ie  hee^ 
dirties  and  taxes  imposed  upon,  them  in  Ire}^^^ 
l>Ut  tlie  still  heavier  weight  o^  ||!lngli§h  ta^es  for 
their  horses^  c^rri^ges^  servaptel  and  the  income 
tsLXp  The  bills  touching  Irelfmd  were  ajtso  put  ia 
progress  d^iring  this  suspoaded  dficjen^y  of  tbiB 


til  rone  wouM  be  sbortly  miade  to  tbe  houae  on  tbe  subjcSct,  and 
Witbout  waiimg  for  some  message  be. thotrgbt  it  would  be  yiohl(« 
ii^.tbe.Tespect  idue  ta  bis  Majesty.  Re  priiisedithe  want  bfit»* 
poQ^b'4ity  for.  £^  vising  so  skrjQtng  hfi^s^Mare  b|^#^p  the  •qtr^^oimg 
and  m-.pqaiit)g  ininisters^  He  mc^  called  npon  for  eopfideqqe.: 
iie  in  return  demanded  proportipfiate  responsibility.  Wbat.widi 
thfe  biU  the  iioble  Lord  d^ired  tbe  House  to  cokjitrnde  ?  Afler  tbk 
pfoitiise,  tbistt^  Union  sbouldbeaVatl  the  discMff  and  1^ 
lies,  that  esasted  m  tbe  oounti*y. ;  after,  tbe  Houra  bad  b^n  ooo^ 
l^raiulfUjed  frfHp  tbe  throne,  ^m^!?^  ^^¥  ^^  rebellion^  bat,  Um 
bostil^  spirit,  that  occasipned  it,  had  ceased,  tbey  were  e^led 
upon  to  renew  a  bill  for  the  coAtinding  martiaT  law  iii  tbat  ceuiN- 
trjr,''-  a  bilt  the  wholeof  which  stited  ft  to  be* for  the  soppressioti 
of  the  iiBJbeUiqa)  audfor  the  b^tft^  protection  c^bis  Miyesty'a. 
pei:son^  and  the  preamble  of  which  stated  the  existence  of  a 
dangerous  conspiracy  Ibr  tbe  subtiersron  of  tbe  government. 
jSuN-ely  ikdSt  was  not  t^ien  the  case.  When  the  otiginal  bill'  ba4 
Wen  revived^  which  was  prQjposeii  to  be  then  ebntinued^  tbat  vcu 
Tif  al  Was  made  at  the  very  lime,  \l'hen  both  bouses  ofpairliameiit 
%ere  congratulating  tbe  Lord  Liestendht  upbn  tbe  ehti^  supprei- 
si<>n  of  tlie  rebellion.  After  a  Tery  long  and  heated  debate^ 
ls.ord  Ca^lereagb-s  motioi^  was  agreed  io.  Of  all  the  Irish'raem- 
bers  in  tbe.bousei  Sir  Laulrence  Parsons  alohie  opposed  the  cufeli- 
nualion  of  martial  fow.-  Messrs.  GHey '  and  Wbiibteid'iptiKi^ 
warmljr  against  it^  aivj  Mr.  ^  mi  Lor4  Castlensagh  for  ili. 
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cntive  cabinet-     Swth  v/w  the  bill  for  continuing    ^®^*- 
the  habeits  carpus  in  Ireland,  the  Irish  duty  bil)^ 
oifd  the  prohibiting  the  use  of  malt  in  the  distille- 
ties  in  ii^l<(nd. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  office  of  the  Master  ?^  '^^ 
6f  the  Ralls  in  ireland>  brocight  forward  severe 
i5eiisure  From  'tlic  opposition,  as  a  rank  job  for 
carrying  the  Union.  Before  the  Union  this  office 
was  a  mere  sinecure,  holden  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Crown  by  two  nobk  peers  (Lords  Glandore  and 
-Carysfbrt)  with  considerable  salaries.  These  b^d 
-been  promised  a  lar^  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
their  .places,  in  case  the  Union  should  be  cs^rried. 
Henceforward  it  was  to  be  an  efiicient  legal  office^ 
•to  be  holden  for  life  with  a  suitable  salary,  in  order 
to  give  the  Irieh  Chancellor  an  opportunity  of  at- 
'tending  his  legislative  duties  in  the  House  of 
Peers.^  It  was  warmly  contended  that,  as  the 
jeommissioBers  for   the  rolls  were  removeable  at 

*  On  this  occasion^  Mr.  Pitt  said  it  wais  highly  dvsireabk,  that 

'ttaer  House  of  Lord^  shooM  enjoy  the  benefit  of  that  great  lumi* 

nary  of  the  law,  who  had  rendered  such  eminent  sort  ices  to  hfe 

eountlry.     Mr.  Grey  replied,  that  much  had  been  said  that  night 

in  j^raise  of  the  Irish  Chancellor.     He  only  knew  hrs  politics  $ 

and  diose  he  highly  disapproved  of.     It  had  been  already  shewa 

that  night,  that  the  noble  Lord  vindicated  the  use  of  lortUre  to 

extort  confessions.  Lord  Claire,  front  his  first  arrival  in  EhglahlU 

pot  himself  at  thjb  head  of  the  opponents  of  the  Catholic  claina^ 

^Foreseeing,  that  the  new  administration  was  to  consist  of  men  fis« 

soniing  the  arrogant  appellation  of  the  King*s  friendf,  he  at- 

'ieiDjpted>  by  decrying  his  own  country  in  the  Imperial  Pavliftr 

'meoit,  to  (lecure,  as  one  of  the  Kir^s  fiicnds,  an  inflaence  in 

the  Councils  of  Great  Britain;  as  he  now  perceived  he' had 

Ifajled  b  attaining  it,  as  Mr.  PitCs  prime  iustrument  ig.  Ireland. 


70  The  Reign  of  George  IIL 

1801.  pleasure  from  their  sinecures,  they  were  entitled  to  no 
odmpensation,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  Prime  Serjeant  bad  been.  Mj.  Pitt  and  Lord 
Castlereagh  justified  the  compensation;  because  it 
bad  been  promised  by  the  Irish  parliament,  and  they 
were  bounden  in  honor  to  make  it  good.  In  facb 
none  but  the  Catholic  supporters  of  the  Union  had  to 
Complain  of  ministerial  infidelity  in  the  observance 
of  previous  stipulations  or  promises. 
New  ar-  For  the  insidious  purposes  of  the  system,  the 
AngemcntB.  ^^^j  statc  of  the  health  of  the  Monarch  was  wick- 
edly kept  ffom  the  knowledge  of  his  anxious  sub- 
jects, and  the  new  arrangements  were  finally 
settled  on  the  I7th  of  March,  on  which  day, 
Philip,  Earl  of  Hardwicke  was  sworn  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's privy  council,  and  appointed  Lieutenant 
General  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland.*  All 
the  new  appointments  in  the  English  gQvernmentt 
'were  announced  on  the  same  day.f  The  several  Irish 

*  Mr-  Charles  Abbott  was  appointed  to  be  the  chief  secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  He  had  dispositions  as  well  as  iastruc* 
tions  to  tttad  in  the  footsteps  of  his  predecessors  in  office, 

f  Two  of  the  new  members  had  been  inducted  into  office  bo- 
fore  the  King's  illness  was  known  to  have  broken  out,  viz.  Lord 
St.  Vincent  to  the  admiralty,  and  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  se- 
scretaryship  of  state  for  the  foreign  department.  The  late  Lord 
Liverj^ool  was  generally  considered  to  have  been  the  prime  pro- 
jector of  the  new  administration*  Of  which,  besides  the  two 
already  mentioned,  the  chief  were,  Mr.  Addington,  Chancelloc 
of  the  Exchequer  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  Lord  Eldon, 
Lord  Chancellor,  Mr.  Pelham,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home 
department,  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  Secretary  at  War,  Mr.  Law, 
(now  Iiord  Ellenborougb)  and  Mr.  Spencer  Perceval,  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  General.    The  other  Lords  of  the  Treasury  wej:e 


v 
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billsj  that  were  in  progress  through  the  two  Houses  ^  ^^• 
of  Parliameuty  were  managed  and  debated  in  the 
true  spirit,  in  which  they  had  been  originally  intro- 
duced.    Lord  Castereagh,*  who  had  been  Mr. 

James  Smyth»  Esq.  Charles  Snell  Pyhus,  Esq.  Lord  George , 
Thyane;  and  Nathanie)  B^nd^  £sq«  Lord  Glenbervie  and  the  Ru 
Hon.  Thomas  Steele^  Paymaster.    Nicholas  Vansittart^  Esq.  Se-> 
cretary  to  the  Treasury.    It  has  providentiaHy  been  recently 
proved.  upoD  the  oath    of  the  physicia^n,  who   attended  b^s 
Jtfajesty  in  iSOl,  that  the  public  was  completely  imposed  on 
by- those,  who  used  the  uufortupate  illness  of  the  mooaroh  to  cp- 
ver  their  usurpation  and  use  of  the  royal  power  apd  prerogative. 
Long  bad  the  system  been  charged  with  this  invasion  j»nd  abufo  • 
<tf  Boy^lty^  and  the  charge  has  been  usually  treated  iu»  sedition,, 
treason  or  Jacobinism.  It  is  notorious,  tha^  between  the  months 
of  February  and  June  !801,  many  of  the  highest  and  most  im-- 
portant  acts  of  state  were  performed  in  the  name  of  his  Majes-t, 
tyJ  .And  from  the  examination  of  the  King's  physicians,  laid 
before  the  House  joi  Commons,  on  the  17th  of  December,  1810, 
U  appears  by  the  sworn  testimony  of  Dr.  Reynolds,  that  ia^ 
1801,  after  he  had  ceased  to  attend  his  Majesty,  he  went  to, 
Kewin  March,  where  be  understood  that  he  relapsed^  and  waa- 
attended  by  Dr.  Gisborne^  and  Drs.  John  and  Robert  Willis:, 
and,  as  he  was  informed,  was  well  only  about  the  end  of  May.. 
Bnt  Dr.  Robert  Willis  positively  swore,  that  the  relapse  took, 
place,  at  the  dueen's  house,  on  the  I4th  or  15,th   of  March ,^ 
180I,  (two  days  before  the  graitd  appointment),  and  he  continued, 
to  attend  his  Majesty  till  the  3d  of  June,  during  all  which  time, 
his  flurries,  which  were  vestiges  of  his  disorder,  occasionally 
appeared, 

*-  Lord  Castlereagh,  ever  since  his  entrance  into  political  life, 
hat  been  successively  the  most  obsequious  tool  of  all  work  ta 
every  administration  (except  the  Whigs,  who  knew  and  spurned 
Ilia  s^vices.)  As  early  as  the  year  1797,  when  Mr.  Vandeleur 
moved  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  for  an  absentee  tA%,  he  thus 
drew  kis  portrait  in  early  youth.  His  Lordship  htui.l^t  yet  oulr . 
lived  Ae  likeness  of  Jthe  trait.     Lprd  Castlereagh: bad  taken  a 


7S  The  J{«^  of  Ch»f>g« 

J2^Rrt*8  itttiditeiS  Wd  'ifftdat  eicttH  ag«ttt  hi  '4vti^ 
mttovife  fto  the  l7nio^,  «hetbef  by  ^u^idg  the  Ca» 

rery  prditillitnt  fi^rt  in  Ihe  dtibtitie  agftuf&t  thfart;  qilettiod,  mti 
presumptoously  arraigned  Mr.  Vandeleur,  who  was  aUo  a  youog 
nidiii,  fot  brif^ing  fbrwftfil  sk  ndotiba  o^  tidch  ttet  UbjMirttUict  to 
tM  A^tibii.  Mir.  VftiHi^letiir  ispiritfedty  ftipli«d>  ^'  tliflt  iKft  tnorfi 
''  tbttf^  he  ffid  not  ^o^^ks  the  isam«  fiitvi^tagiis  «f  pblitivftt 
''  ^diicMioii  #ith  the 'fl^biii  L6itl :  h6  wdll>k«Mf#,  that  th^  CmbM 
'<  Was  a  hdtbed,  which  UpmeA  the  underatobdin^  ain)  fnsilvf^ 
''  the  jUdgtheht.  lit  h^  S6  compkrtely  ^rsldiba«Bil  all  prijisdk^ 
'*  frchok  tile  jhitid  6i  thie  NobJe  Ltn^,  t^t  he  #«»  urhable  io  jfeir^ 
''  ikHfe  ^h^their  he  "vpbkh  the  l&rnguagl}  df  th^  Mihisffef  Or  tlvfe 
^'^  deputy  iiitttttei^  <)f  ttfe  Etlglffth  t!ab^!f«ti  or^Mt  of  Ih^lr^pre- 
"  »entativ&  elf  a  ^at,  ^popttlona  atid  iddlipeiidMit  oMmtryy  Wttick 
"  by  great  and  trtslnfy  fesifjrtfoni,  bad  ufthvt^d  hfth  into  that 
•*  hoirae  on  the  sboolders  of  popularity/'  (Vifi.  Mfot,  Rer.  it  v. 
59B,  and  1^  Pari.  Deb  }  When  Mr.  Petham,  (the  present  Loid 
ChichesCer)  in  the  spring  <>f  17  9S,  had  litekenM  or  boen'tern* 
fi^d  at  the  iitorm  the  system  had  collected^  smd  which  hie  eoittd 
not  dkper^  and  diirst  not  meet,  h^  retired  to  £iighuad,  md  was 
infttantiy  succeeded  by  Lord  Castleiief»gh>  who  bad  ibr  smoiq 
w^eks  supplied'  his  absence,  as  an  armteur  and  zealous  adTocato 
of  coercion.  This  Nobl«  Lord  ^ve  early  proofs  of  tbe  ooii'- 
ecloiisneds  of  his  own  verssftility,  and  its  powers  in  expedieilta  to 
^i^e  its  C0ns^i]ieh<fe^.  Keariiig>  tihat  by  Haw  his  acfc^tahice  of 
office  vacated  his  s^at,  he  docrt)ted  whether  after  )io  i^reant  ab 
dbanfdonment  of  his  political  principles,  the  eieclon  of  Down 
Wodtd  agalift  send  him  to  Parlikm^Yit,  and  wan  not  without  feara 
l«fst  open  discosHion  might  letter  the  Broimis  in  his  shtfitligs. 
Accordingly,  without  any  notice  to  his  opponents,  he  j^roenred 
\  a  sufficient  huinber  of  his  friends  to  make  a  Hw^  On  Good 

Friday,  (a  day  oh  whft:h  ParKanteiit  never  b^ibre  sat,)  an^  there^ 
without  debate,  and  bebtod  the  bkcks  of  his  opponents,  set  the. 
matter  at  rest^  by  negativing  a  motion  contrived  to  be  i»ado« 
that  Loifd  Gtistlelreagh  had^  by  accepting  the>office  of  Cbitf  Se« 
cretary  of  Mtt^t  tacitedliis  ^atib  the  cbanty  of  Down.  (Hist. 
Kiev.  2  f /6d9^-;    Froto  this  trioment,  -with  i^Ebe  ardoir'of  %  jlew 


th(^lies  i)r  €^>pii^aMog  tlie  Orangeman,  by  exchange  ^^2|J^ 
of  's^fttt^  .pdiltshitig  t^€  opposcfS  ar  rewarding  tbo 
sujipofters  of  that  Treasure,  prooiptly  enlisted  a 
groat  niajori^y  xxnAer  the  bimfier  of  ipleclged  oppo* 
aitiKM  toX'alholiC  conces^i^D.  Ilifc  Lordship  w(i9 
as  |>ff!miiB;i^nUy  fbrw^rd  in  passing  iht  several  bills 
fiar  ri vetting  the  shackles  of  his  countrymen  after 
the  Union,  as  he  ^d  shewn  himfipelf  afi2ciou$  to  buoy 
up  theii-  &x^pectanei^  of  eniancij)aHon4jefore  it.  He 
>fereU  jcn^,  however,  that  the  i*efusal  of  that  vJtal 
teeaitire  to  Ireland^  with  the  i>^rpetuatton  of  the 
rest  of  %he  system  was  the  first  plan  of  Mf .  Pitt^ 
Thechain-of  legislative  acts^  by  which  the  British 
govemmeat  thought  lit  to  cramp  and  fetter  th^  Ji* 
berties  and  welfare  cff  Ireland  ittiring  the  first 
months  after  Union,  throws  -such  a  body  of  ligbt 
ufwi  ({he  complicated  mystery  of  abdication,  that 
Irokittd  at  fetot  cs^n^be  no  longer  deceived,  hour 
miich  «bfever  she  ihay  be  doon>ed  to  suffer  frotn  it. 
Itlbroo^t  into  action  the  sentiments  and  feelings 
of  t4}osfe,  virlio  had  co-oiperatcd  !)y  goading  the 
coun^iry ,  into  weakness  by  rebellion,  and  keeping 
her  fhanseled  by  legislative  Union,  Lord  Cora* 
w^lts,  whose  reports  of  the  countiy  for  the  last 
thrfee  years,  dining  w^hich  he  had  governed  it, 
would  have  b^en  most  important  in  producing  4 
sound  opinion  in  Parliament  was,  on  niiiitary  pie* 
texts,  kept  back  for  several  months  after  the  ap* 

comrert,  he  avowed  himself  the  admirer,  impt-over  and  protector 
of  th<j  sygtem,  the  patron,  friend  and  associate  of  the  Orange- 
ttteh,^d^e  deVdttf^  X&di  of  ^m^remtf?ty  to  every  nflnistcr,  that 
'  iadiaM^ifeh^e^iid'de^css  the  Irt^h.  -  * 


Pirt'8  ^c<if((diterf  *  *'^'^'%  delivering  his 

mcftsate  fbr  t)  ■''^'^'^^'^f  ^"*  Hardwicke, 

y^'^BV  reports  upon  the 


^ir.''^if^  vW  by  tlie  passing  of  the  scve- 


"  '  *'j^'^^M^""^  ^^^  ^"  '**'^  continuing  mar- 

''  'pr^^/ifb'*^  ^'^^  three  months  had  passed 

''f  '^^*'  *''"*^'^  would  expire  on  the  24th  of 
^■'     ifiio*  fthsiA  been  opposed  on  principle  by  some 
J>"^  ffhig  psrty,  because  no  pailiamentary  in- 
fff  '\jgB  *pas  laid  before  the  house,  which  went  to 
*^  the  necessity  for  so  harsh  a  measure.     Less 
■^gQsiiton  was  avowedly  raised  against  it,  on  ac- 
^nt  of  the  brevity  of  its  duration;  and  the  ge- 
j^tia\  confidence,    that  the  extraordinary   power 
^ea\(\  not  be  abused  by   Lord  Corowallis,  who 
it  was  indirectly   suggested,    would    retain    his 
situation  up  to  the  period  of  its  expiration.*   After 
the   fioal   settlement  of  the  new  ministerial   ar- 
rangements the  real  views  and   motives   of  Mr. 
Pitt  and  the  other  seceders  became  more  generally 
understood  :  and  the  new  restraints  put  upon  Ire- 
land were  represented  by  the  Ascendancy  party,  as 
insufficient  to  weaken  and  divert  the  Irish  from 
urging  their  claims   in  the  Imperial  Parliament 
L(ird  Castlereagh  liad  repeatedly  boasted  in  Parlia- 


*  This  was  expressly  admitted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Es- 
(bciiuer  m  the  House  of  Commoas,  ou  the  lit.  of  April,  IBOl. 
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>ient,  that  the  extent  of  Mr.  Pitt's  pledge  or  pro-  ^J^^ 
itse  to  the  Catliolics,  was  an  assurance^  that  after 
the  Union,  the  facility  of  Government's  either  grants 
ing  or  refusing  emancipation  would  be  greater  than 
before,  and  he  followed  up  the  principle,  by  at? 
tempting  to  magi^fy  the  unworthiness  of  Ireland 
in  tlie  eyes  of  the  British  nation,  by  continuing 
the  coercive  measures,  which  vi^ere  a  bout  then  tQ 
expire.  ^ 

Within  a  short  time  after  the  passing  of  the  first  Kmg'siws- 

*  «aife   for  a 

martial  law  bill  for  three  months,  viz.  on  the  J  st  "fcond  mmi«- 
jo[  April,*   the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  by  . 

^  Tlie  obvious  ground  of  proving  the'evil,  which  Parliament 
had  to  prevent  oi*  cure  in  Ireland,  was  to  lay  l>ef6re  it  an  offi* 
cial  report  of  the  government  of  that  country  frr  the  three  last 
important  years^  during  which  rebellion  was  put  down,  and  the 
Union  raised  out  of  its  ashes.  In  lieu  of  this,  within  a  fortnight 
after  Lord  G)mwallis's  successor  had  been  appointed,  an  inves- 
^  tigation  was  set  on  foot,  and  a  coercive  system  was  renovated 
and  prolonged.  Without  application  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  who 
aiooe  could  vouch  for  the  necessity,  and  at  a  moment  when,  by 
the  appointment  of  his  successor,  his  advice  would  have  been 
considered  irregular  and  obtrusive.  Lord  Castlereagh  indeed  as- 
serted,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  12th  of  March,  when 
he  moved  to  continue  martial  law  in  Ireland,  **  that  he  was  au» 
'*.  thorized  to  say,  that  the  illustrious  representative  of  his  Ma- 
"  jesty  in  Ireland  considered  the  renewal  of  that  act  highly  ex- 
pedient, and  few  would  question  his  penetration,  wisdom,  hu- 
manity and  love  of  the  constitution.^'  As  Lord  Castlereagh 
pressed  upon  the  House  the  approbation  of  Lord  Cornwallis  on 
the  strength  of  his  own  assertion,  the  reader  will  bear  in  mind 
the  degree  of  veracity  it  was  entitled  to,  when  he  reflects,  that 
on  the  18th  of  March,  in  that  same  House«  Lord  Castlereagh 
alleged^  in  all  the  pomp  of  official  solemnity,  thai  no  torturt 
hAdkuB  used  in  Ireland  under  ihe  authority,  or  with  the  approbation 
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J^^  command  of  his  Majesty,  kid  before  the  House 
6f  Conrmons  copies  and  extracts  of  papers,  con*» 
tammg  secret  information  received  by  bis  Majesty^fe 
^yernmefit,  relative  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  wd 
proceedings  of  certain  disaffected  persons  in  boili 
J>arts  of  the  United  Kingdom^  which  npon  his  moi- 
tion  were  referred  fo  a  committee.  This  was  a 
preconcerted  plaia  for  representing  Iceland,  and  col- 
laterally the  whok  United  Kingdom,  as  over^^Tuu 
witli  the  spirit  of  Jacobinfisifn.  X)n  no  octasioii 
M'^s  Mr.  Pitt  in  ore  vel^mefat  in  his  declamation 
against  Jacobinism,  ^app^rer^tly  witli  a  view  of 
drawing  off  the  public  attention  from  the  real  au- 
thors of  the  national  disasters,  by  directing  its 
indignation  against  the  Jacobins,  whose  cause 
they  essentially  tended  to  strengthen.  "  It  was," 
said  lie,  '*  the  inherent  spirit  of  Jacobinism  to 
"  ally  itself  with  eveiy  disaster,  to  press  into  its 
**  service  every  evil  of  the  state^  to  wed  itself  to* 
^*  eveiy  misfortune  of  the  cotmtry  it  inhabits,,  smd 
^*  to  make  them  forerunners  of  its  ruin."^ 
FaKrication  M"*-  Addiftgton  and  Lord  Hawkesbury^  as  weM 
^iwcii?""  ^^  ^^^-  P^**>  ^"^  ^^^^^^  °^ost  prominent  supporters, 
found  it  necessary  at  this  juncture  to  set  afloat  a 
Tiew  and  most  alarming  conspiracy  against  the 
'  constitution,  in  order  to  justify  the  resumption  of 

tif  govermiKnt.  A  fals<^huod  so  noterioiwly  flagraBt,  that  even 
Mr.  John  Claudius  fieresford  blushed  to  baek  \U  "  He  admitted 
*'  such  severities  to  have  been  really  exei^cised  in  many  cases; 
*<  that  punishments  had  been  inflicted  for  the  purpose  of  extortilig 
*<  oonfesi^ ions  from  those^  ^o  were  *9tts)>ected  of  haviag  cor- 
^  cealed  arm^,  ht  ivouid  nat^  and  it  VHnstd  'bc'wmMM^:^,  km 
'•  to  dcm/.*'    P.  Reg.  439. 
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coercive  measures  in  Ireland,  and  lay  a  foundation  yj^^ 
fw  procuring  an  indenvnitjr  bin  in  England.  1\\h 
Mr.  Pkt  had  constantly  declared  *b&  should  ne.vtf 
resort  to,  when  \m  opponents  in  P^rliameat  up*- 
braided  him  with  a  diiiect  intent  of  covermg  the 
Jiarsh  measures  of  hi^goveyninent  with  that  state 
jplaisten      The  slight  mention  of  disaffection  in 

_  a 

£tigiahd,  which  Lord  MawHe^ury  admitted  had 
abewn  itself  oply  within  a  week  or  two,  (Mu.  Pitt 
had  commended  the  people's  estefnplary  loyalty  and 
forbearance  dnring  the  last  year  of  calamity)  dwsr 
fVom  the  opposition  an  obvious  remark,  that  so 
i^tmiiig  a  circumstance  should  have  been  the 
subject  of  a  distinct  message  from  the  throne,  and 
ought  rttft  to  have  been  tacked  like  an  insignifi^ 
tant  rider  to  that,  which  concerned  Ireland* 
Xt  was  hoped,  that  the  committee  would  be  fair 
and  open.  It  was  however  resolved,  that  it  should 
be  secret,  consisting  of  twenty-one  members,  to 
be  chosen  by  written  lists.  It  was,  of  course>  se^^ 
Jected  by  the  minister's  majority. 

The  report  of  the  secret  committee  carried  ^.^^  ^f 
upon  the  face  of  it  the  most  studied  efforts  t^^^*^^* 
eifsure  a  temporary  purpose.  It  was  tlie  echo  of 
JVIf.  Pitt's  invective  against  Jacobinism :  still  prac- 
tising his  fkvourite  tactic  by^  raising  alarm,  when 
a  strong  measure  was  to  be  carried.  In  this  in- 
nt&nce,  two  objects  were  to  be  attained.  The 
British  ministers,  who  had  seceded,  were  to  be  in- 
demnified :  the  population  of  Ireland,  which  had 
t*en  duped,  was  to  be  degraded,  weakened,  and 
permanently  depressed.     Mr.  Pitt  a^ected  iudif- 
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^^•^  command  of  his  Majesty,  laid  befo'  . 

of  Commons  copies  and  extracts    f  ^'^  ^    ^/    ^f 

^  •  •  ^  •  r      -,4.:^«  ..^^Ur.  'i  the  other  hand, 

laming  secret  information  receiv  «  •  •  i 

i.      1  4.'  ^  «».  »K.  r    ensure  the  British, 
government,  relative  to  the  '  .  , .  ' 

r  r    ^-4..:^  ^:«-.     '"^c  would  command 

proceed miM  of  certain  aisr 

^     r  *i    TT  •*  J  v:«>.     i^ort  was  a  volummous 
parts  of  the  United  Kra^    ^ 
•  i.       ,  .^    ^,    con  lecture,    assertion, 

tion  were  referred  fo  ^    ^     •?         .    ,     , 

preconcerted  pkA  f  >  ^^^"^V°"  =  •''  ^^  'T 
laterally  the  wboV>'^/';^Pf«'/^'''PP''^  ^h^"  ^^^e- 
.  I     ,        .  ,    /  ./v  disclosed,  and  supported  by 
with  the  spir'  y'?    .    ,  /•  .     ! 

was  Mr.  PI*  ■^^f'^''^  P^'^  ^^  ^^   '^'''"^  "P^" 
•    i.'t  '  f^l  ^^^^   directly    calculated    to  give 

A       '       ^''Hi^  jiideiiinity  bill.     It  represented  tlie 

l-_        f.^  /  JEng'and,  at  the  same  time  seditious 


'/'^^/ous  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  as  the 
/^  ^^]s  of  restoring  plenty  and  commerce  to 
i^^.^a/ channels,  and  to  prolong  it  as  the  best 


i^^^il  to  expect  assistance  from  France  to  carry 
/J^  effect  their  seditious  purposes.     It  detailed 
-ugs,  toasts  and  proceedings  of  some  low,  fana- 
tical and  lewd  persons,  who  expressed  their  sore- 
xicss  and  sufferings  without  any  iixed  principle, 
defined  object,  or   regularity  of  system.     It  re- 
ported the  formation  of  new  societies  of  Mille- 
narians,  New  Jerusalemites,  Spensonians,  and  other 
limatics,  whom  it  traced  from  London  into  York- 
shire,   Lancashire,    Nottingham,    Scotland,    and 
otlicr  neighbouring  places:    but    they   extended 
them   liot  to  Ireland.     Yet  Ireland  was   not  to 
be  wholly  omitted,    where    the   report  was  inci- 
dentally, at  least,  calculated  to  justify  the  coercive 
iiiea.sures   intended  for  that  part  of  the  United 
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"H.     Assuming,  that,  •^  these  men  wished  ^^^^ 
converts,   but   those,-  who  from,  some 
other,  were  ready  t a  attempt  by  force 
ibversion  of  the  government  and 
-1   of  the  country, *•    the  Committee 
^  upon  their  own  surmises  of  thdTwork- 

.    these  fanatics,  that  they  borrowed  their 
us  from  the  Irish  rebellion.      ^*  They  saw  in 
*'  Ireland  the  example  of   such   a  rebellion  a$ 
"  ithey  wished   to  promote  here.**    They  further 
|)roduced  a  printed  address,   signed  Hybernicus, 
directed   to   Britons   and   Fellow   Citizens.    The 
committee  said,  **  they  had  Ifhus  detailed  the  pro- 
"  ceedings  of  the  disaffected,  carried  on  in  th? 
metropolis,    and  as  directed  principally  to  its 
disturbance,  but  they  would  afford  a  very  ina- 
dequate  representation  of   the  extent  of  the 
^'  confederacy,  yet  in  proceeding  to  advert  to  the 
*'  state  of  the  other  parts  of  the  countr)^  and. 
""  £ven  of  h^eland^*  they  omitted  to  notice  the 
•*  concert  which  in  some  measure  pervaded  the 
•*  whole.''     In  other  parts   of  the  report,    they 
l^y  stress  upon  the  exaggerated  statement  of  these 
men'   of  the  number  of  the  confederates,  all  train- 
cd  to  military  exercise,  which,  including  Ireland, 
4mouxited   to    150,000.      They  added,    that  the 
principal  of  these  emissaries  were  represented  a^ 

^  On  this  subject.  Mi.  Sheridan  saidt  not  ineptly,  in  debating 
Ibe  indeiunity  bill  on  the  1  Ithof  June  :  '*  As  to  Ireland,  Jacobin- 
**  iam  had  no  more  to  do  with  its  rebellion  than  a  phange  in  the 
<*  Gebtoo  laws.  It  sprung  from  religious  persecution,  ^nd  the 
^  Wounded  ftnd  degradied  spirit  of  tl>e  majority  ef  its  people,*'' 


thftt^Q«iWHqf  tfee  IJi^ii'^d  Iri^)i?iei),  wUp.  had.fl^l 

^  pike,  to  s<>flpe,«f  ,tl\^  ;.i^eifttj^g^  jgf 

^  or4er  g^vcH-  for  tUdr  f^rig^ion,.  .^urf,.  fpn^f  c^ 

l^enai  l]«i4  9ffere^  to  t^h  ilie  u^e  »fl4hat  Xjpjv>lii- 
tioB^ry  wjsfpon;  The  CnPAu^ift^iee  tjhieq.Dpoj^  ^^per  • 
ci^ljy  ililijqtecl. their  atteptipq  tp.l^  si^al^iiMl,  pf 
Ir^lancl,  io  h^  «)t(^Wl  wd  exter^^l  r^at^qv^p  ft? 
tQ  the  laqccs&itjr  qf  th^ .  iqe^swres .  fof laj^rjjr  ^  ^ppjeii 
ipr  the  si^ppijcs^ian  of  i^beWpP,  vi(bic!]i  tfeej^M^d^pitr 
tcsd  ^o  Ji<xDg(?r  existed :  tbougl>  at  nc^  UpfiQ  >Kerc 
tliere  w^ting  ^ckmpnstratioqs  qf  tl^  sailic,  S>^§ter 
xw^tic  plan  of  iusmrectiqn,  racked  \^ith,.tbi?  §Rme 
claaractexs  pf  im^anaplf^d  atrocity.  That.A  y^ear 
^before,  a  .tjew  ^yjstfjm  pf  asspciafiuq  w^ajt^pi^t  to 
L«. established  in  Ireland,  but  it  jpifvj^  tpok  etfecjt. 

Tl>at  it  appeared  to  have  beealfiteiy  bolden  Q».t  to 
tlie  disaffected  in  I^elatid,  that  whenever  a  gOQ^ral 
ia8^rl•e^tiQn  sbpviJd  break  Qut  in  that  cpvij^tfy,  si 
aimiulrtaneQus  explp&ian  sbould  take  place  iu  .l.Q'n- 
don,  and  the  several  principal  towns  of  Groat 
Britain.  Tihat  it  might  be  in^agined,  that  the 
cause  would  nev^r  appear  desperate  to  those  en- 
gaged in  it,  whilst  the  continuance  of  the  war 
&trll  kept  alive  the  hope  of  French  assistance. 
That  spnie  Irishmen  had  established  a  central 
committee  of  relK:llion  at  Paris,  and  some  other 
cmis^rie^.  wi^re  ^uppp$i&^  tp  b?  thi^n.  coiicealcd  ia 
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kebmi,  that  the  views  and  means  of  attaining  them  }^ 
'W%te  manifested  in  an  address  to  the  IrisK  sailors 
prmted  on  the  continent.     That  one  person  had 
gon^  to  France  and  opened  a  direct  communication 
with  the  enemy,  accrediting  himself  with  him  m 
f^esenting  the  landed  interest  6f  his  countrymen^ 
mrhol&e  himself  were  so  dissatisfied  with  the  Unioff^ 
l&vr  they  would  eiigatge  isL  any  cobcert  with  Franee 
to  procure  the  means  under  the  guarrantee  of  that 
power  of  establishing  some  new  form  of  represen- 
tative Government ;   stipulating  however  for  the 
asswance  of  psoperty^  in  opposition  to  the  daites  q£ 
tiio  Gath<^€s^  who*  still  looked  I&  the  estaUisfameat 
at  ^  popfeh'  ascendamcy;  aafid  that  the  system  oi 
ferror   originaHy  adopted  by  the  leaders  of  tiife' 
unit^^lrish,  who  first  reconmieilded  assassination, 
and  then  formed  committees  iox  the  purpose  of 
QQBceniiig  and  directing  it,   had  been  continued 
9p  t<y  that  hour,  scmietimes  ipridb  the*  sanfe  enor«^ 
mides,  at  others  with  the  less'  ftifal,  thou^  scarcer 
ly  fess  cruet  excesses  of  inhuman  beatings  and 

floggings. 

Suc^  was  the  the  tendency  of  thia  hard  laboured  Tendency 
trngmit  ot  a  packed  committee^  which  did  not-  aaeev-port  of  the 
tain  ORe  insoteted  fact  mv^ving  Ireland  U  any  gmk  ^®?^»^^«* 
to  justify  the  renovation  of  coercive  measures'  in 
that  country.    It  answered  the  end  of  its  authors, 
which  was  to  ensure  a  majprity  of  votes  in  Parliament. 
foe  the  two  disjTinQt  naeaaure&tebe  e ngj»fted  upon  it* 
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^',  On  the  1 4th  of  AprU  *  Mr.  Pelham  in  the  house! 
of  commons  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  con- 
sidering the  report  of  the  secret  committee .  for 
inquiring  into  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  the  conduct 
of  persons  in  England  tending  to  treason  and  sedi- 
tion, and  immediately  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a^ 
]m11  to  continue  the  act  for  suspending  the  habeas 
carjms.i   On  the  1 7th  of  April  Lord  Loughborough 


*  When  Mr.  Stieridan  objected  on  the  l2th  of  March  tor 
Lord  Castlereagh's  motion  for  reviving  Martial  Law  in  Ireland^ 
because  no  communication  had  been  made  from  the  throne^ 
Lord'  Castlereagh  ans veered  not  without  sonfe  spirit »  but  -with 
total  inattention  to  the  g^eneral  applicability .  of  his  doctrine 
toother  questions,  **  Ought  we,  said  his  Lordship,  to  be  so 
*^  dependent  upon-the  crown,  as  to  fear  the  adoption  of  w^e  and 
**  prudent  measures,  without  a  particular  communication  from  his' 
**  Majesty  ?  ^'This  would  reduce  Us  to  the  level  of  the  French 
f*  legislature,  where  the  originating  of  eveiy  law  depenids  upon 
**  the  will  of  the  executive."  The  application  of  this  doctrine 
to  the  question  of  Catholic  Emancipation  could  not  be  very 
oonsistently  made  by  Lord  Castlereagh  or  any  of  his  Colleagues. 
The  reader  will  keep  in  mind  the  unfprtunsite  state  of  the 
Monarch's  health  during  all  these  dtebates. 

f  Amongst  the  few,  (34  against  156)  who  opposed  the  bills 
-  being  then  read  a  second  time.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  stood  forward 
in  favor  of  Ireland.  **  He  saw  n6  difference  between  the 
**  late  and  the  present  administration.  He  had  watched  their 
**  blood-tracked  steps  in  Ireland.  He  had  witnessed  their 
*•  wicked  edicts,  all  tending  to  destroy  the  remnant  of  the  consti- 
•*  tution.  He  wished  the  house  to  pause,  and  reflect  on  what 
«*  coercion  had  done  in  Ireland*  At  the  end  of  the  American 
"  war,  so  little  tendency  to  revolt  appeared,  that  9000  out  of 
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Ml  the  Lords  moved  for  the  second  reading  of  the  \^^\ 
$ame  bill,  which  produced  a  warm  debate,  in  which 
Lords  Moira  and  Holland  opposed  it,  as  no  grounds 

**  1200()  troops  were  sent  from  Ireland  to  America.  The  pro- 
'^  bability  of  invasion  was  as  strong  then,  as  whilst  he  wai 
^*  speaking :  yet  60000  yolunt^ers  self-clothed  and  self  paid  rose 
**  up  against  the  threatened  invasion;  But  whilst  she  warded  off 
*^  a  foreign  invasion,  Ireland  presented  a  schedule  of  her  clainit 
**  founded  on  a  participation  of  equal  rights.  But  since  then 
<*  she  had  sent  delegates  to  France  to  invite'  an  invasion.  What 
*'  could  have  affected  such  a  change  in  the  Irish  \  No  less  than 
**  the  acts  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  supported  by  the  wicked 
*•  policy  of  the  ministers  here.  The  late  Minister  of  England 
^  had  spoken  of  the  Irish  Parliament  in  terms  like  his  own 
**  when  he  wished  to  extinguish  it  in  the  Union.  It  was  said^ 
'^  this  change  was  the  consequence  of  Jacobinism  :  a  term  now 
'*  applied  to  all,  who  asserted  the  liberties  of  Englishmen,  per- 
^*  formed  their  duty  in  that  house,  and  kept  an  eye  on  the 
'<  encroachments  of  ministers  and  the  orown.  This  was  the 
**  Jacobinism  of  our  old  constitution,  insufferable  to  ministers^ 
•*  who  knew  there  was  no  choice  between  the  country's  slavery 
*'  and  their  own  punishment.  He  had  told  them,  that  it  would 
«*  not  h^  easy  to  make  brave  English  Soldiers  torturers  and  exc- 
**  cutionefs.  They  should  remember,  that  acts,  such  as  those  he 
•«  complained  of  had  ruined  the  whole  family  of  Stuart,  and 
**  were  not  the  less  oppressive,  because  they  came  from  those^ 
**  whose  duty  it  was  to  protect  the  people."  The  Solicitor 
General,  Mr.  Percival,  spoke  warmly  for  the  bill,  as  did  Mr. 
Martin  of  Galway.  Mr.  (now  Lord)  Grey  strenuously  opposed 
the  bill's  being  passed  in  such  haste  ;.  he  particularly  deprecated 
tJie  mode  of  chusing  a  Committee  by  ballot,  as  lists  were  fre- 
quently handed  out  from  the  treasury,  which  had  their  effect  upon 
members,  and  caused  the  formation  of  Committees  prepossessed 
An  one  tide  of  the  question  to  be  inquired  into.    Mr.  S.heridan 
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^^^^  appeared  to  justify  it.  It  went  through  afl  its  stages 
on  that  night.  Lord  GrenviDe  said,  that  he  never 
gave  a  vote  with  more  satisfaction,  and  more  conso- 
nant with  the  conscientious  discharge  of  his  duty, 
than  on  that  occasion. 
Bills  for       When  Lord  Hobart  as  Secretary  of  State  for 

suspending  ^  .      ^  . 

Habeas      Ireland  introduced  to  the  Lords  the  biU  for  continu- 

conuSuhTg  ing  Martial  Law  in  Ireland,  he  observed,  that  be 

S*iJ^]^r^^  not  attempted  to  use  any  arguments  to  prove 

thie  necessity  for  passing  the  bill,  because,   **  the 

report  on  the  face  of  it  proved  the  necessity,  and 

he  thought  their  Lordships  would  be  more  im- 

"  pressed  with  the  arguments  contained  in  the 

fpoke  strongly  against  the  bill.  Ijt  was  c;uidid>  he  said  to  Qon* 
iess)  but  deplorable  to  hev,  that  the  jg^resent  admkustration 
were  determined  to  model  their  conduct  by  that  of  their  prede- 
cessors. He  augured  from  this  the  country's  ruin.  In  answer 
to  the  Solicitor  General,  he  observed,  that  it  was  BK>nstroiM  te 
say  I  when  three  fourths  of  the  people  were  kva  state^  in  which  a 
man's  best  industry  couM  not  keep  his  family  from  slan^ng,  an4 
were  obliged  to  ask  alma  to  save  themselves  from  perishiag^  that 
all  their  discontent  arose  from  the  artiitees  of  designing  ncB) 
to  whose  account  the  Solicitor  Ge«ieral  had  laid  the  diacon* 
tents  in  Ireland.  The  Attorney  General  (the  preset  Liord 
Ellenborough)  full^  sensible  of  the  value  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
admitted  the  measure  to  be  a  vigorous  oae^  though  under 
existing  cif€U09cstances  in^ispensibly  neeetsary,  and  it^  fact  am 
act  of  lenity  and  mercy,  and  Tas  an  honest  man  he  heartily  «oied 
for  it.  Mr.  Home  Tooke  said,  that  when  he  heard  the  senti- 
»ents  of  the  men,  from  whom  the  future  judges  of  the  kuad 
were  to  be  taken,  giving  their  votes  as  honest  men  for  such 
^^surcs,  he  tremUed  to  thivk  of  the  country's  steuadon^  «hm 
they  should  sit  upon  the  bench. 
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report,  than  by  any  he  could  add."  All  i^^- 
the  restrictive  and  coercive  bills  touching  Ireland, 
were  passed  luider  the  still  prevailing  influence 
of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Grenville;  the  opposition 
to  them  was  numerically  insignificant.  During  the 
first  Session  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  no  question 
respecting  Ireland  caused  any  difference  between  the 
seceders  and  their  successors.  They  both  equally 
deprecated  the  very  mention  of  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation, and  emulated  each  other  in  zeal  for  curbing 
and  coercing  the  Irish  people. 

Most  of  the  material  acts  of  the  first  session  of  Aeu  of  the 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  which  particularly  affectecipariiamcnt 
Ireland,  were  passed  in  the  absence  and  without  the  ireUndf 
advice  of  the  old  Governor,  who  knew  the  state 
of  the  Country,  and  in  the  presence  and  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  new  Governor,  who  had  it  to 
learn.  These  first  fruits  of  the  Union  demonstrate 
the  quality  of  the  stock,  from  which  it  sprang.  Every 
act  of  the  United  Parliament,  that  touched  the  Irish 
Government,  was  in  truth,  the  act  of  Mr.  Pitt.  But 
unhappy  Ireland  was  doomed  to  be  drenched  to  tlie 
last  dregs  of  the  cup  of  bitterness  prepared  by  that 
inexorable  enemy  to  her  interests,  though  adminis- 
tered by  Lord  Comwallis  and  Lord  Hardwdcke  on 
gne  side  of  the  water,  and  Mr.  Addington  and 
the  rest  of  Mr.  Pitt's  temporary  substitutes  on  the 
other.  She  can  only  be  admitted  to  the  full  parrtici- 
patiot])  of  her  constitutional  rights,  and  the  blessings 
which  the  Constitution  in  full  purity  is  calculated 
ta  impart,  when  the  whol^  gf  Mr.  Pitt's  system 
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^^^  shall  have  been  radically  'destroyed.  The  few 
Members  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  who  saw 
clearly  and  spoke  freely  upon  the  state  of  Ireland^ 
were  still  nauseated  with  the  blood  and  misery  occa- 
sioned by  that  system,  and  as  the  real  friends  of 
Ireland,*  and  the  true  friends  of  the  British  Empire 
they  importunately  warned  the  deluded  majority  of 
Parliament, against  a  precipitate  recurrence  tothefatal 
system  of  coercion.  But  unfortunately  for  Ireland 
with  the  Addington  administration  was  formally 
established  the  unconstitutional  and  baneful  system 
of  pledged  admission  to  Office.  Mr.  Addington 
did  not  definitively  accept  of  Office,  until  Mr.  Ktt 
and  Lord  Grenville  had  given  him  a  solemn  pledge 
of   honor  for  their  constant,  active  and    zealous 


*  In  debating  Mr.  Grey's  motion  on  the  state  of  the  nation 
on  the  25th  March,  1801,  Mr.  Fox  held  this  language,  "  he 
«*  thought  the  state  of  Ireland,  where  tortures  were  introduced, 
**  and  the  cruelties  of  Robertspierre  improved  upon,  demanded  a 
*<  strict  enquiry.  He  had  always  spoken  his  feelings.  The  con-* 
^*  duct  of  Government,  that  produced  the  rebellion,  was  subject 
M  for  enquiry.  All  the  remedies  applied  had  failed.  Coercion  had 
*<  fftiltd."  I  love  (said  he)  the  Irish  Nation.  I  know  them  well. 
*^  I  know  many  individuals  of  that  Country,  and  if  any  Country 
**  ever  had  a  characteristic,  that  Country  is  marked  for  gratis 
**  tude  above  all  others.  I  would  have  a  Catholic  to  have  as 
**  much  power,  and  as  much  influence  in  the  Empire  as  a  Pra- 
**  testant.  ^"'his  I  call  Catholic  Emancipation,  When  you  do 
*'  not  give  them  a  right  to  become  Members  of  Parliament,  you 
•<  give  them  nothing.  Whilst  they  are  excluded  from  this 
**  house,  they  are  not  virtually  represented."  The  opiiiion  of 
that  gr^at  and  uncorrupted  statesman  speaks  a  volume.  - 
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support.     And  Mr.  Addington  pledged  himself  in    '^^^' 
a  higher  quarter,  ever  to  resist  the  emancipation  of ' 

Ireland.! 

For  more  effectually  settling  the  intended  pro- Pariiameni 
longation    of   the    old    system  in  Ireland,    Lordceedin^ 
Castlereagh  went  over  to  complete  the  arrangements^ 
and.  during  his  absence  Mr.  Pelham  supplied*  his 


f  It  often  falls  within  the  duty  of  the  annalist  to  relate  the 
^convictions  and  smpresssions  of  the  public,  with  reference  to 
certain  facts^  of  which  conclusive  evidence  cannot  be  procured. 
It  sometimes  happens/ that  the  conduct  and  language  of  public 
men  go  farther  to  prove  secret  engagements  and  pledges,  than 
public  and  solemn  disclaimers,  and  contradictions   (even  upon 
path)  vill  to  disprove  them.     The  public  was  at  that  time 
deeply  impressed  with  a  conviction,  that  mutual  pledges   had 
passed  between  the  sece(^ers  and  their  successors.     The  author 
considers  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  people,  whose  history 
forms  the  subject  of  these  sheets,  as  not  lightly  a£fected  by  the 
-pledge,  which  Mr.  Addington  entered  into  upon  his  acceptance 
of  office,  ever  to  resist  the  Emancipation  of  above  4  (or  rather  5) 
millions  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  under  every  possible  circum- 
stance.    In  justice  then  to  Ireland  the  author  declares,  that  on 
the  29th  day  of  September,  180^,  Mr.  Ad.iington  explicitly 
and  repeatedly  assured  him  in  Downing-street,  that  he  had  given 
this  pledge,  which  the  author  felt  himself  called  upon  to  publish 
in  print  (vide  his  PostUminiou$  Preface)  in  the  year  1801',  and 
finds  himself  still  more  urgently  pressed  for  the  verifi«ation  of 
Irish  history  now  to  repeat.     **  In  the  course  of  this  interview, 
*^  Mr.  Addington  very  distinctly  and  very  forcibly  thrice  inti- 
"  mated  to  the  author,   that  by  his  pledged  resistance  to  this 
question  of  Catholic  Emancipation  he  canie  into,  i  and  conti- 
nued in  that  house.    The  author  presuming,  that  his  Majesty 
^  had  other  motives  for  promoting  him  to  that  important  station* 
**  took  the  liberty  of  expressing  his  hopes,  tb^lt  he  was  not 
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^f^  place  in  ParliamjBftt,  which  afforded  tibat  gentleman 
an  opportunity  of  reassuring  tk«  party  of  }m  unaba- 
ted zeal  for  keeping  down  the  people  of  Ireland^  t^y 
the  renovation  or  continuance  of  his  favourite  sys- 
tem of  coercion*  In  ^dditioii  to  the  arguii^eat^  of 
the  r^eport  of  tiie  Secriet  ComwixXm^  h^  wwioJiy 
pr^Dssed  upon  th£  house,  that  ^s  from  the  r^eport  of 
a  Secret  Committee  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  in 
1798,  the  plot  was  developed,  upon  which  the 
rebellion  in  that  country  was  foiuided,  and  as  it 
afterwards  a{^arM  from  faoother  ri^port  of  a  Secret  < 
Cc»Qmitteei  in  1799,  that  isome  p^iOMAt  HaiSr 
burgh  were  endeavouring  to  resun^e  those  projects 
which  had  been  defeated  by  the  wise  prolongadom 
of  the  coercive  me^ures,  which  were  then  aboujt 
e:34)iring,  it  became  requisite  to  renew  thsit  system^ 
as  the  only  ^curity  agaijisjt  insurrection,  awirchyt 
rapine  and  bloodshed.  Mr.  Pelham'ii  seal  was 
rewarded  by  a  peerage,  besides  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  State,  Several  acts  of  regulation  ajri^ing  out 
of  the  n^^easure  pf  Unipn  were  passed  j  such  wer$ 

•*  inexorable  in  tliat  opposition  j  he  replied,  he  was  not  to  be 
^•^  jiioved  from  it."  It  must  be  remarked,  that  this  was  1x194^ 
known  to  the  author,  not  by  way  of  confidential  communication^ 
but  of  official  bo^st.  Though  not  justified  in  giring  thys 
following  as  an  historical  fact,  he  feels  warranted  in  declaring, 
that  he  believes  the  assertion  of  the  person,  who  assured  him  he 
has  heard  from  the  mouth  of  Lord  Eldon,  that  he  accepted  of 
the  grpat  seal  under  a  similar  pledge.  Hearsay  evidence  may 
convince,  though  not  convict.  The  late  prevailing  lust  for  dis- 
claiming such  pledges  bespeaJLi  t}i9  ^rimina}  turpitude  pf  entermff 
ipto  (hem. 


^\ 
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thiB  .acts  for  encreasuig  the  number  of  militia  ^^ 
offioer^  regulating  the  salaries  aud  perquisites  of 
th^  judges,  recoveriug  the  King^s  debts  upon  judg« 
me^tts  isigoed  in  Jjxgland,  for  extending  copy  ri^ut 
in  books  to  Ireland,  regulating  contested  elections 
io  Ireland^  and  eooempting  from  certain  English 
duties  «uch  of  the  Irish  membens  of  both  houses 
of  Parliament^  as  came  from  Ireland  to  attend  their 
smabnial  duties^  and  had  only  an  occasional  resi« 
dence  in  En^and,  and  for  permitting  the  removal  of 
thieiir  private  effects  free  from  custom-house  duties. 
Beyond  the  two  seventeenths  of  the  English  loan^ 
wivcb  amounted  to  4,186/XX)/1  the  Chancellor  of  • 
tb^  Irish  Exchequer  had  to  provide  for  several  sums* 

*  It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  reader  to  know  the 
annuial  sumd  usually  voted  by  Parliament^  for  the  public  service 
of  Ireland ;  Mr.  Corry  gave  them  as  the  resolutions  usually 
voted  by  the  Irish  Parliament* 

For  the  Protestant  Charity  Schools 19»781' 

Foondling  Hospital, 18,846 

MBrioe  Society     ,--•..---..*•  1,846 

Hibernian  Society  for  Soldiers'  ChildreB     .    ..    •    .  %Q6$ 

Westmoreland  Hospital  --•.••-•••«  6|188 

Roman  Catholic  Seminary   ••-.-..-.-  7,S8* 

Society  for  discountenancing  Vice      .-••«-  276 

Female  Orphan  House   ----*»^-..  461 

Ifouse  of  Industry •  15,594 

Pratique  Dublin  Port 966 

Apprehending  Offenders      ...-.     *••-  2,807 

Criminal  Prosecutions    -.-..-----  23,076 

Civic  Buildings     .    -    ^    -    - ^    -    .  29,588 

Glutting  the  Statutes  of  Iielaad ^,477 

Motkg  the  Gasetle  -    •-•.---♦•.•,   G,485 


\ 
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^  ^^2*  t  exclusive  of  Ireland's  share  of  the  loan ;  the  whole 
supplies  of  the  year  amounted  to  about  75lOO,000/, 
Such  were  the  first  fruits  of  the  Union  :  increase 
of  taxes  and  decrease  of  the'meins  of  paying  them. 
Lord  Corn-     Lord  ComwalKs  had  so  successfully  soothed  the 
^^  ^^  ^^  minds  of  the  Catholics,  and  checked  the  external 
J^^J]*     ferocity  of  the  Orangemen  during  the  progress  to 
Union,  that  the  new  administration,  not  yet  ini- 
tiated into  the  depth   of  Mr.  Pitt's  real  designs, 
repeatedly  importuned  him  to  remain  at  his  post, 
considering  him  as  the  best  fitted  to  reconcile  the 
Catholic  mind  to  the  refusal  of  their  promised  eman- 
cipation, and  the  revival  and  perpetuation  of  the 
system  of  proscription.     Such  an  attempt  even  upon 
.    Cjatholic  credulity  was  too  rank  for  Lord. Corn- 
Treasury  Incidents    •---------.      1^846 

Working  the  Wicklow  Gold  Mines   --•*-•  923 

The  Battleaxe  Guards    ---- •  683 

Herald's  new  Clothing   ----.     -'-     -     -    -       1,002 

Office^  of  Records     ----------.       Bfi^ 

For  Stationary  for  Dublin  Castle  and  public  Offices    -     18,166 

To  the  Accountant  General -.-  SI  3 

To  Deputy  Accountant  Greneral    -..----  221 

To  the  Pay -master  of  Com  Bounties  ------  184 

To  the  Inspector  General  of  Imports  and  Exports       •        ^184 
To  the  first  Clerk  to  ditto    --.-..  --  129 

To  the  Examiner  of  Excise      -•   -     -    -     -    -    -     -  129 

To  Linen  Bounties     -----.-..  t     -     19,938 

First  Fruits 4,615 

Dublin  Society      -.-- 5,076 

Paving ,--.-....-       9,230 

Widening  Streets ---.»-•-       4,153 

Irish  Tceasujy  Bills  -----•«-.  ^    -    ..  .  -582,209 
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walHs,  whikt  his  unredeemed  pledge  still  stared  ,  ^^\ 
him  in  the  face.  He  prevailed  with  Mr.  Addington 
to  accept  of  his  resignation,  with  a  tender  of  his 
unqualified  services  to  support  the  new  adminis* 
tration  in  any  quarter,  where  he  should  not  be 
brought  into  contact  with  those,  whom  he  had  so 
recently  duped  and  betrayed.  The  old  parts  were^ 
only  to  be  gotten  up  with  eflfect  by  new  performers. 
He  engaged  to  instruct  and  make  every  preparatibn 
for  his  successor,  so  as  effectually  to  ensure  the 
continuance  of  the  system. 

Lord  Cornwallis  valued  himself  upon  his  success  j^^  q^^^ 
in  seducing  such,  as  he  thought  the  principal  Irish  ^^!*  *^ 
Catholics  into  a  support  of  the  Union.    The  cessa-  *^p«>g  the 
tion  of  tyranny  and  persecution,  the  occasional  admi- thoUct. 
nistration  of  equal  justice,  and  the  dispensation  of 
some  favor,  were  to  the   Catholics  an  inebriating 
foretaste,  which  excited  enthusiasm  for  complete 
emancipation.    They  were  beguiled  into  a  reliance 
upon  the  sincerity  of  the  only  viceroy,  under  whom 
they  had  partaken  of  such  blessings.      In  the  dose 
of  the  first  session  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  they 
had  been  taught  to  look  to  the  termination  of  all 
their  suflferings.      The  Catholics  must  ever  be  ex- 
pected to  consider  the  deprivation  of  any  political 
rights  enjoyed   by  their  fellow  subjects  as  actual 
persecution.     The  last  man  to  persuade  them  out 
of  that  conviction  was  he,  who  had  promised  them 
complete  emancipation,  as  a  measure  imperiously 
necessary  for  the  salvation  of  the  state.    Great  were 
the  disappointment  and  shock  of  the  Catholip  body. 
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^^h  ^^^  t^^  fi^st  intimation  of  Mr.  Pitt's  intent  to 
resign  his  situation  to  their  avowed  enemies,  and 
to  support  those  enemies  in  all  their  measures  of 
Government.  This  was  known  in  Dublin  in  the 
first  week  of  February ;  and  so  apprehensive  was 
Lord  Cornwallis*  qfimmediate  disturbances  and  other 
bad  effects  from  the  accountsfraim  England^  that  im- 
mediately on  receipt  of  the  first  public  reports  oi 
that  transaction,  he  gave  to  Dr.  Troy  a  paper,  to  be 
instantly  circulated  amongst  the  Catholics  to  pr^ent 
them.  His  Lordship  retained  his  situation  nearly 
four  months,  (the  precise  duration  of  his  Majesty's 
disorder)  after  these  accounts  had  arrived  from 
Epglapd,  and  exhibited  symptoms  of  marked 
anxiety  to  persuade  the  Catholics  of  his  sincerity 
in  their  cause,  sensible,  unquestionably,  that  this 
early  dereliction  of  it  and  coalition  with  their 
enemies,  must  have  thrown  it  imder  suspicion* 
In  the  next  month,  therefore,  he  wrote  his  dis- 
claimer of  the  dedication  of  Sir  Richard  Musgrave'$ 
Memoirs  of  the  different  Rebellions  in  Ireland^ 
as  being  a  work  tending  to  revive  tJie  dread/id 
animosities^  which  it  was  tlie  duty  of  every  good 
subject  to  endeavour  to  compose.  In  the  like  spirit 
of  giving  an  air  of  sincerity  to  all  his  efforts  in 
favor  of  the  Catholics,  it  was  his  Lordship's  wish 
to  receive  an  address  from  their  general  body,  before 
he  quitted  Ireland,  expressive  of  their  s^tisfacticm 
'  and  gratitude  for  his  countenance  and  kindness  to 


# 


Vide  his  Lordship's  letter  to  the  Author,  p.  4?7.    . 

Vide  the  History  of  thut  tranwction,  lotroduction  p.  107. 
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them,  during  his  viceroyalty.  To  procure  such  ^^'^^ 
an  address,  some  of  the  Catholics,  who  were  the 
best  received  at  the  castle,  and  knew  most  of  hii 
Excellericy^s  personal  feelings,  proposed  to  and 
canvassed  several  of  their  brethren  to  convene 
meetings  in  different  places.  The  proposal  was 
coldly  received,  and  so  many  circumstances  had 
then  concurred  to  c^en  their  eyes  to  the  deceit 
played  upon  them,  that  no  address  Was  signed. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  arrived  in  Dublin  to  as-  Arrival  of 
suniie  the  reins  of  Government  on  the  26th  of  May.  wicke  and 
The  Marquis  CornwalKs  arrived  in  London  on  the  of  ^ju^'rJT 
Sd  of  June.  He  was  a  man  of  very  moderate  ta»  ^®''^^*^^'^ 
lents :  had  a  prepossessing  address.  Under  the  ap* 
parent  frankness  of  the  Soldier  he  concealed  the 
duplicity  of  the  Courtier.  In  Ireland  he  certainly 
fulled  the  mission,  upon  which  he  was  sent  by 
Mr.  Ktt.  He  put  a  tcmpcwrary  stop  to  the  bloody 
system  of  terrorism  by  checking  the  open  barbari* 
ties  of  the  Orangemen,  and  thereby  ctosed  the  re- 
beffion  without  further  eflfusion  of  human  bloody 
Hb  passed  the  Union  by  openly  favouring  the.  Ca- 
tholics, and  through  the  means  of  his  tocrf.  Lord 
Castlereagh,  by  privately  flattering  and  presferving 
the  Orangemen,  and  by  courting  every  Protestant, 
whose  influence  or  vote  in  Parliament  he  could  en- 
sure  by  flattery  or  favor.  Throughout  all  the  pro- 
fligate manoeuvres  of  that  fatal  measure  he  proved 
himself  the  trusty  tool  of  power  and  deceptk>n. 
In  no  instance  did  he  display  the  great  Statesman 
or  GeneraL    After  his  return  to  England,  he  was 
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190U  never  known  either  in  public  or  private  to  have  aO 
tempted  to  forward  the  emancipation  of  the  Irish 
Catholics,  to  which  however  he  ever  affected  to 
have  sacrificed  his  situation.  The  public  can  be 
now  no  longer  duped  by  the  insidious  practices  of 
Mr-  Pitt's  systematic  management  of  Ireland.  Every 
page  of  her  Post-Union  History  teems  with  evi- 
dence of  his  having  forced  a  Rebellion,  in  order  to 
drown  her  independence  in  the  blood,  and  bury  her 
felicity  imder  the  ashes  of  the  Country,  in  the 
wicked  (perhaps  fruitless)  hope  of  preventing  her 
resurrection  by  the  immovable  tomb-stone  of  ie* 
gislative  Union.  Mr.  Pitt's  malice  to  Ireland  ex- 
tended beyond  the  grave.  With  a  vifew  to  raise  an 
eternal  bar  to  Catholic  concession,  he  introduced 
an  apparent  system  of  justice  and  conciliation,  to 
furnish  an  argument,  that  the  Catholics  might  be 
happy  and  prosperous,  as  he  foresaw  they  would 
be  tranquil  and  loyal,  without  emandpation.  At 
the  saipe  time  he  secretly  laboured  to  establish^ 
strengthen  and  perpetuate  the  Orange  Societies^ 
w'hich  he  well  knew  to  be  incompatible  with  and 
essentially  destructive  of  the  peace,  concord  and 
prosperity  of  the  Country.  In  that  work  6i  de- 
ception Mr.  Pitt's  prime  and  most  efficient  instru- 
ment was  Marquis  Cornwallis*. 


*  The  Irish  Annalist  would  step  beyond  his  boundsi  were  he 
to  follow  that  Nobleman,  and  attempt  to  draw  his  portrait  in 
the  character  of  a  General  or  Statesman  in  America,  or  India* 
or  at  Amiens, 
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CHAPTER    n. 

Administration  of  the  Earl  of  Hardmcke. 

Mn  Rtt  having  selected  Ireland  as  the  only  part  Prmcipicf 
of  the  British  Empire,  which  furnished  him  with  a'AdmUi^'' 
ground  of  liberal  policy  for  retiring  from  office,  at*''*^^^- 
a  crisis,  which  demanded  a  Government  of  all  the 
talent  and  virtue,  which  could  be  brought  to  act  in 
concert,  it  followed,  that  the  hew  Administration 
was  formed  of  such  persons  only,  as  were  ready  to 
fidlow  up  Mr*  Ktt*s  plans  of  Goveminent  ia  every; 
particular,  with  the  ostensible  exception  of  Catholic: 
emancipation.     The  condition   of  enlisting  und^ 
Mr.  Addington^s  banners  was  not  the  abnegation 
of  Mr.  Pittas  professed  opinion,  that  the  measure. 
was  necessary  for  the  salViition  of  the  State,  but  a 
pledge  to  oppose  that  n:  '"osary  measure,  as  long  as 
the  Placeman  should   hold  his  situation.     Under 
this  tenure  or   condition  Mr.  Addington  boasted 
of  having  accepted  of  the  Premiership ;  it  is  gene- 
rally believed,  that  Lord  Eldon  took  in  hand  the 
management  of  the  King's  conscience ;    and  it  is 
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i^*  doubted  by  none,  that  every  inferior  station,  which 
was  thought  of  sufficient  consequence  to  be  taken 
on  pledge,  was  in  like  manner  holden.  The  forced 
scruples  about  the  Executive  assent  to  a  bill,  which 
the  Lords  and  Commons  might  advise  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  State  had  been  lately  forced  upon  his 
Majesty's  mind  and  feelings  in  the  unresisting  mo-' 
ments  of  actual  disease,  and  rivetted  upon  gradual 
and  precarious  convalescence.  Although  Mr.  Fox, 
as  every  liberal  patriot,  were  ready  to  support  the 
wise  and  just  measure  of  puttkig'  aa  end  to  Gatho- 
lie  thraldom  in  Ireland,  and  extirpating  all  intole- 
fiaoice  and  reKgious  disaentiofiy  yet  frenf  ai  sieiiMf  of 
dieiir  kafaiil:^  to  carry  it^  lion^  of  thttoi  buidbpo^glhli 
tke  subJBCt  before  the  ptibKc  Fidm  Mr.  PitA  had 
k  latterly  originated;  yet  hs  petmtCted^  al  \msk 
ke  neither  discovraged  nor  pcenpienled  his  creabiiilieA 
firom  setting;  afloat  the  most  maiidcyittr  aiid  saasdkaa 
diargcsof  ppessing  the  vifoktioci  of  theswom  com^ 
jBKt  with  the  people^  upon  the  tender  ooflsd^nee  q6 
a  convalescent^  thoc^h  rekp^ng,,  SaveseigpK,.  as  ]»» 
piety  encrcsased  wkh  infirmity  and  age*  Whilst 
kefand  remanied  legislativdiy  independe»t  of  Crreat 
Bntain^  there  might  have  e^iistod  sosfte  ^etencty 
however  slight,  for  considering  tbe^  Irisl;i^  GovesOf 
nieitt  independent  of  the  Bri^h  Cabinet^  \Mk 
since  the  Union,  the  Viceroy  of  belaud  eoutd  be 
viewed  in  no  other  light,  than  as  a  leading  Member 
of  the  British'  Ministry.  As  therefore  it  wa»  neta* 
nous,  that  Mr.  ^dington  had  accepted  of  the  air* 
duous  charge  of  a  distressed  and  perplesed  Gomiair 
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ment,  upon  his  pledged  resistance  to  Catholic  con-  ^^^• 
cession,  so  was  it  a  necessary  consequence,  that 
the  most  efficient  and  local  Minister  of  that  funda- 
mental pledge  of  Government  should  be  the  Viceroy 
of  Ireland.  It  must  howevdr  be  admitted,  that 
Mr.  Addington  had  not  the  hardyhood  to  under* 
take  the  jcharge  without  the  strongest  assurances 
of  the  marked  confidence  of  his  Sovereign,  the 
asiealous  support  of  the  King's  friends,  and  the  un- 
qualified assistance  of  all  the  talents  and  influence 
of  the  seceders.  Under  this  command  and  di- 
rtfction,  and  with  these  auxiliaries.  Lord  Hardwicke 
,  Msmned  the  Government  of  Ireland,  doubly  com- 
mitted to  effectuate  Mr.  Pitt's  views  upon  that 
Ctnmtry,  by  resisting  her  emancipation,  which  that 
seceding  Minister  professed  to  be  necessary  for  the 
salvation  of  the  Empire,  and  by  giving  strength 
and  permanencse  to  the  opposite  system  of  keeping 
her  divided  and  depressed  imder  an  insidious  dis- 
play of  affection,  mildness  and  conciliation. 

Many  and  important  debates  upon  Irish  matters  Pariia^ 
took  place  in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  after  theDeblteToa 
i^ipouitment  of  Lord  Hardwicke  to  the  important 
Government  of  that  Country,  before  he  set  out  to 
take  possession  o(  it,  and  after  the  return  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  England,   though  neither  of  them 
took  ^ly  share  in  them.     Of  all  the  Debates,  which 
took  place  in  the  first  Session  of  the  Imperial  Par- . 
Itament,  that  afforded  the  most  historical  evidence 
of   the  prc-<ietermined    perseverance  in    the  old 
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1801.    sy3tein,  which   arose  out  of  Mr.  Abbot's  motion 
^  on  the  10th  of  June,  for  resolving  into  a  Com- 

mittee on  the  Irish  Martial  Law  Bill.  It  has  been 
before  observed,  that  Mr.  Abbott  had  been  spe- 
cially selected  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  and  follow 
up  the  spirit  of  his  predecessor.  Lord  Castlereagh, 
in  the  office  of  Chief  Secretary.  It  was  a  late 
hour,  at  which  Mr.  Abbott  made  the  motion,  and 
several  friends  of  the  Bill,  such  as  Mr.  Stewart  of 
Eollymoon,  Mr.  Bagwell,  and  others  pressed  him 
not  to  bring  on  a  matter  of  such  importance  in  so 
thin  a  House,  and  when  many  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers had  retired  upon  thp  presumption,  that  from 
the  protraction  of  other  business  that  Motion  would 
be  postponed.  Mr.  Abbott  inexorably  insisted  upon 
its  being  brought  on,  as  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland 
so  materially  depended  upon  it,  and  the  then  pre- 
sent Bill  would  expire  on  the  24th  of  the  Montli, 
The  question  having  been  then  piit,  and  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  the  House  went  into  the  Com- 
mittee,  Mr.  Bragge  in  the  Chair.  Mr.  Abbott 
having  stated,  that  the  present  Bill  was  a  mere 
transcript  of  that,  which  the  House  had  passed 
about  three  months  before,  the  only  blank,  which 
was  to  be  filled  up,  was  that,  which  should  ascer- 
tain the  period  for  the  Bill  continuing  in  force, 
and  accordingly  moved  to  fill  it  up  with  these 
words :  during  ike  conlinuance  of  the  war^  and 
for  one  month  after  the  signing  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace.  Mr.  George  Ponsonby  rose  to 
resist  the  7fionstrvics  and  abominable  prajpoAtioiiy 
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which  he  said  was  unprecedented,  not  only  in  the  ^*^^* 
worst  times  of  Ireland,  but  in  the  worst  times  of 
England,  in  the  days  of  the  most  Gothic  barbarism  j 
in  times  of  the  most  infuriated  bigotry  and  political 
rancour,  that  ever  disgraced  the  annals  of  these 
realms.  The  proposition  held  out,  that  no  change 
of  circumstances  could  restore  the  people  of  Ireland 
to  peace  and  loyalty,  and  that  nothing  short  of 
military  execution  and  utter  extermination  of  the 
Natives  could  restore  the  authority  of  his  Majesty^s 
Crovernment  in  that  Country.  It  was  a  declara- 
tion to  France,  that  so  long  as  she  continued  at 
war  with  tliis  Country,  the  People  of  Ireland,  ex- 
cluded from  British  Liberty  and  British  Constitu- 
tion, would  ever  be  fpimd  her  steady,  attached, 
and  imalterable  friends  and  allies.  If  any  necessity 
for  such  a  law  should  unfortunately  exist,  why 
not  pass  it  upon  evidence  of  that  necessity  from 
year  to  year  ?  Was  this  the  specimen  of  liberality, 
of  mild  and  parental  Legislation,  by  which  the 
People  of  Ireland  had  been  taught  to  shape  their 
.hopes  of  benefit  and  happiness  in  Legislative  Union  ? 
Mr.  Addington  was  so  intimidated  with  Mr.  Pon- 
sonby*s  energy  and  firmness,  that  he  disclaimed 
any  previous  knowledge  of  Mr.  Abbott's  intention 
of  making  such  a  proposal,  and  acquiesced  in 
Mr.  Ponsonby's  argument.,  Mr.  Grey  inveighed 
against  the  principles  of  the  Motion  in  the  strongest 
terms  of  reprobation :  If  any  thing,  he  said,  could 
cncrease  his  astonishment  at  such  a  motion  coming 
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-ifebi.  froift  inch  ti  4nto  as-tte  Right  '«(&»•  Gchdeman 
who  introd'tioed  it,  i(  ^y^^  the  tioiikfikood  of  his 
venturing  H:d  cjofeie  ftw^aird  to  thftt  I^Hise  with  such 
«  proposition,  without  a¥iy  pt^e^lOHfe  coAittumication 
'whatever  with  that  Mini^ter^  i)vho  hftd  appc^nt^ 
him  to  his  situation,  and  ^who  Was  responsit^^ 
for  ^^very  measure  <tf  his  Admimstration :  but 
when  he  recollected  that  Ri^  Hob.  Gendeman^ 
^efcwre  he  was  in  powelr^  to  bfe  the  ready  advoctfte 
^f  all  their  measures,  ^ompt  oh  all  occasions  to 
totidp^tfe  the  latei  Ministers  in  their  thirst  for  ii*. 
<)rdtniatie  powfer,  to  be  the  sfreriuefus  supporter  of 
levery  hans^  few,  to  be  the  iauthor  ^  a  Bfll  for 
the  severe  measure  of  reviving  forfeStw es  iti  cases 
<xf  treason,  and  this  before  he  had  ainy  personod 
imerest  in  thfe  goveriimefnt  of  th^  country,  he 
Was  little  surprised,  that  the  first  ptft&ic  act  of  iiis 
government  towards  Irdand  ^boiM  fee  ofti^  which 
•iugured  so  inauspiciou^ly  to  ^e  people  of  that 
country :  but  he  sincerefly  hdp^  his  goverftflicJWt 
would  e^e  long  ib^ch^ged,  ^Bmitiith  the  prhidftfcto 
he  manifested,  no  tranquillity  was  to  "be  expected 
in  any  country  committed  to  his  ^ectSon*  'Skr. 
Addington  offered  a  drivelling  apology  to  the  Housfe 
for  his  friend,  Mr.  Abbott.  He  told  theift  '*  tiia* 
the  proposrao^  hai!  certainly  been  made  to  him 
on  the  preceding  day ;  but  it  was  not  eXplicidjr 
expressed,  and  he  did  not  think  k  would  be  made, 
"  though  certainly  he  had  a  right  to  expect  it." 
JVIr.  Abbott  exculpated  himself  upon  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  which  had  explicitly  said,  thcrcv 
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cpiild  be  no  hope  of  tranquillity  in  Ireland,  while,  ^^h 
the  continuance  of  the  war  enabled  the  disa&cted 
toloqk  for  foreign  aid.  He  therefore  felt  no  re- 
proach attach  to  him  for  stating  what  the  Qov^ 
mittee  conceived  should  be  the  proper  limitation, 
of  the  bill ;  nor  was  he  ashamed  to  give  up  \m 
o[Hnion,  when  the  sense  of  the  House  was  ag^nst 
him. 

On  the  17th  of  June,   when  the  Secretary  of  importaot 
State  in  the  Lords  moved  the  reading  of  the  bill  fhe*l!^r£ 
ft>r  continuing  martial  law  in  Ireland,  he  did  itJ|J^^fj 
not  only  upon  the  ground  of  credit,  to  which  the  ^^»^  ^^^ 
report  of  the  Secret  Committee  was  entided,  but 
of  the  d^tiip,  which  the  mild  and  prudent  character 
oi  {iPrd  Hardwicke  demanded  at  their  hands,  for 
transferring  to  him  that  plenary  confidence,  they 
had  so  fortunately  placed  in  his  predecessor.  Lord 
CSorAwallis.    Lord  FitzwilUam  deprecated  the  re* 
vival  and  prolongation  of  a  s)!Stem,  which  not  only 
deviated,    as  the  Noble  Secretary  had  admitted, 
£rom  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  but  which 
h^d  gres^y  encreased  the  disaffection  and  conse*  ^ 
quently  aggravate^  the  evils,  which   the  country 
was  su&ring.     He  complained  heavily  of  the  op- 
pres^on  and  injustice  exercised  under  the  bill.     He  ^ 

denied,  that  the  country  wished  the  bill  to  be  re^ 
newed:  but  asserted,  that  the  Government  wished 
it,  in  order  to  keep  the  people  more  immediately  at 
their  nod.  Lord  Suffolk j  in  opposing  the  bill,  iU 
liiistrated  what  had  fallen  from  his  friend,  Lord 
J^tzmttianiy  by  quoting  the  authority  of  Sir  R,alph 
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1801.     ^ber(!:rombie,  who;  after  he  had  quitted  Ireland, 
assured  him,  in  answer  to  his  enquiries  about  the 
state  of  that  country,  that  the  state  and  conduct  of 
the  Irish  tvere  just  what  the  Government  chose  to 
make  them ;   inferring,  that  if  those  in  authority 
oppressed  them,  they  would  become  seditious  ^d' 
tumultuous,  but  not  otherwise.     That  upright  and 
able  General  had  also  said,  that  he  generally  tra- 
velled  only   with   two  servants    perfectly    unmo- 
lested, w^hich  shewed  that  the  turbulent  state  of 
Ireland  had  been  greatly  exaggerated.     The  debate 
was  heated  and  long.     Lord  Limerick^  Lord  V^r^ 
ktoriy  Lord  Longford^  and  Lord  Somerton  (Ardi- 
^    bishop  of  Cashel)   vehemently   supported  the  au- 
thority of  the  Report,  and  assumed  to  themselves, 
whose  fortunes  lay  in  Ireland,  a  species  of  exclusive 
credit  for  what   they  asserted  of   the  disturbed 
and  dangerous  state  of  that  country.     The  Duke 
of  Leinster  wholly  differed  from  them.     The  bill 
was  warmly  opposed  by  Lord  Holland  and  Lord 
Caernarvon.    The  debates  were  very  animated  both 
in  the  Lords  and  Commons  upon  the  Bill  to  in- 
demnify  all  persons  in  securing^  imprisoning^  and 
detaining  individuals  under  the  suspension  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act  si?ice  the  IstqfFebruart/,  1793; 
Several   petitions   from   sufferers   under  that   Act 
were  presented  against  the  bill.      Ministers  were 
^t  first  for  not  receiving  them:    they  were   not 
however   rejected,    though   ultimately  imattended 
to.     It  was  urged  by  Mr.  Grej/y  that  the  title  of 
th^  Bill  should  have  been,  a  Bill  for  the  encourage^ 
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ment  and  protection  of  secret  irtformers.  Indem-  ^^^• 
liity  Bills  had  been  very  properly  passed  in  1715 
and  1746  for  indemnifying  Ministers  for  acts  done 
in  the  heat  of  rebellion,  which  might  not  have 
been  strictly  legal.  Biit  to  cover  every  illegal  and 
oppressive  act  of  Ministers  for  twelve  years  was 
unprecedented  and  unconstitutional.  It  went  to 
establi3h  a  most  pernicious  system  of  government,  ^ 
and  was  in  fact  the  severest  censure  upon  the  Ad- 
ministration, that  required  it.  The  Attorney  Ge- 
neral (now  Lord  EUenborough)  warmly  defended 
the  whole  system  of  coercion,  which  rebellion  and 
treason,  he  emphatically  said,  had  rendered  necessary. 

All  done  under  it  was  meritorious.     He  woidd 

» 

embrace  a  Reynolds  with  gratitude,  while  he  spumed 
the  false  O'Connor^  whom  no  language  could  de- 
scribe. 

The  arrival  of  Lord  IJardwicke  in  Dublin  pro- Lord  Hard- 
duced  no   change  in  any  of  the  departments'  of  ^{."^^i^  *'" 
the  Castle,*  or  in  the  Country.     It  was  evident,  ^"^^*"' 
that  nothing  was  intended  by  -a  change  of  men  but 
a  continuance  of  the  old  trade  under  a  new  firm. 
The  new  Viceroy  was  instructed  and  pledged  ever, 
to  resist  a  great  State  measure,  which  his  immediate 
predecessor  affected  to  have  sacrificed  his  situation 
to  the  necessity  of  carrying.     Lord  Cornwallis  in* 
gratiated  himself    with  the    Catholic   body,    and 
seduced  many  of  them  to  support  the  Union  by 
applauding  the  measure  of  emancipation  as  vitally 
necessary  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  country, 
by  pretending  to  sacrifice  his  situation  ta  his  inabiUty 
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1901.    to  carry  it,  and  pledging  himself  not  to  embark 
again  in   his  Majesty's  government  without  the 
ability  of  carrying  that  vital  measure*    Lord  Hard-^ 
wicke  had  to  gain  the  affection  of  the  Catholics 
by  disguising  his  mi^gion  to  reast  th^ir  emandpatiott^ 
under  the  c^^a^tion  of  e^iternal  ranjcour  aad  |>Qis^r» 
cution,  and  some  p^s^nal  £iivo«ir  asid  indulgecKo . 
to  individuals,    (fotwithstandmg  severai  of  th^  fai& 
relating  to  {relaivd  were  stiU  ])endtng  in  the  Lords 
after  the  return  of  Lord  Cornwftlfis  to  England,  he 
took  no  part  in  any  of  the  d^gibati^  nor  did  he 
condescend  to  impart  to  the  House,  any  information 
concerning  the  st^te  of  th$  country,  which  he  Quist 
liave  possressed  frofn  \m  o^cial  sitiMttion,  and  withe 
out  the  knowledge  of  which  the  Parliament  oondid 
not  fairly  legislate  for  Ireland^    Early  did  the  kn^ 
perial  Parliament  manifest  something  beyond  in- 
difference for  the  inviolability  of  the  Union^  by 
receiving  and  afterwards  acting  upon  a  petition 
from  the  distillers  of  England,  to  deprive  the  IrJsh 
distillers  of  the  advantage  of  bringing  their  spirits 
to  the  English  market  upon  terms  fixed  and  estab- 
lished by  the  articles  of  Union. 
State  of         The  dissention  and  differences,  which  broke  out 
the  change  in  the  fifst  scssion  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  betweez^ 
J!^.„  *  ^'    the  seceders  and  the  new  ministers,  originated  from 
no  Irish  subject.     They  arose  out  of  the  wishes  and 
rumours  of  peace  with  France,  which  began  to  per- 
vade the  nation.     Mr.  Pitt's  party  had  split  amongst 
themselves  upon  the  question  of  peace,  and  that 
was  the  real  ground  of  his  secession.    The  Whigs 
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held  the  new  Ministry  in  utter  contempt,  as  the  feeble  ^^,^ 
dregs  of  the  ixnf)Qtent  puj^ets  of  their  mischievous 
prodecesscffs.  They  even  ofiered  them  their  support 
upon  the  question  of  peace,  and  some  other  points, 
upon  which  it  was  conceived,  they  might  be  oj^xx^ 
ed  by  the  seceders.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sec3dert 
took  frequent  occasion  to  remind  the  new  membm. 
pf  their  precarious  tenure  of  pliancy  to  those,  who 
foaced  them  in  their  situations.  The  Parliament 
was  pr<H:ogued  in  this  awful  crisis  by  Commission* 
The  last  act  of  State  before  the  prorogation  a£» 
fecting  Ireland,  was  to  caU  Mr.  Pelham  up  to  the 
House  of  Lords  for  his  meritorious  services  in 
having  driven  the  system  of  terrorism  so  effectually 
tkroughout  the  administration  of  Lord  Camden. 
The  several  appointments  to  the  new  administration . 
displayed  the  most  irrefragable  evidence,  that  the 
continuance  of  the  system"*  of  division  and  oppress 
sion  in  Ireland  was  the  chief  pivot,  upon  which  the 
late  *  changes  turned.    The  new  pledges  bound 

*  Upon  these  grounds,  was  it»  that  the  Author,  after  hit 
eyes  had  been  opened  to  the  reality  of  the  system  by  Mr.  hA* 
dington's  conduct  on  Michaelmas  day,  ISOS^  published  at  the 
beginniag  of  1804  in  his  posliminous  prefacCy  his  sentiments  upon 
it :  **  Great  was  his  surprise,  when  he  passed  in  review  the'^long 
^  procession  of  characters  implicated  in,  dependant  upon,  or 
*'  interested  in  the  continuance  of  the  present  system  of  go* 
*^  Ternment  in  Ireland,  who  now  fill  high  offices  in  the  state^ 
<'  and  command  an  influence  upon  his  Majesty's  councils :  all 
*'  combining  to  revive,  e^Ltend  and  give  permanency  to  the 
**  MdchiaveUan  principle  so  fatat*to  Ireland,  divide  et  impera, 
*  The  Author  undertakes  not  Co  eoiiabat  ^ese  principles:  ho^ 
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J 801.  Mr.  Addington  and  Lord  Eldon  to  oppose  her  eman- 
cipation in  every  possible  situation,  and  the  tried 
fidelity  of  the  rest  of  the  Cabinet  in  executing  the 
Premier's  views  upon  Ireland  superseded  the  ne- 
cessity of  any  fresh  engagement  or  instruction  to 
continue  their  former  services  towards  that  country. 
These  were  the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  Earls  of 
Westn^oreland  and  ,Camden ;  and  the  Lords  Pelham, 
Hobart,  and  Castlereagh.  Lord  Chatham  presided 
over  their  couifcils,  as  an  earnest  of  his  brother's 
approbation  of  their  measures. 
Mr,  Pitt's  Whilst  the  imbecile  selection  of  Mr.  Pitt's  depu- 
gainrtMr.  ties  contiuued  to  act  up  to  the  real  spirit  of  their 
tWf*^d-  appointments,  they  were  secure  under  his  coun- 
mmutra.  teuauce  and  support.  With  reference  to  Ireland 
they  never  acted  otherwise.  But  from  the  moment, 
that  they  aflfected  to  touch  the  question  of  peace, 
and  to  move  out  of  leading  strings,  as  they  were 
encouraged  partly  by  the  Whigs,  who  had  been 
vosiferous  for  peace,  and  partly  by  that  official 
confidence,  which  the  possession  of  power  never 
fails  to  inspire,  most  of  Mr.  Pitt's  associates  in 
secession  rose  in  open  opposition  to  the  new  Mi- 
nisters, and  thereby  manifested  the  true  grounds  of 
their  actual  defection.  In  order  to  keep  up  the 
delusion,  Mr.  Pitt  almost  alone  sided  with  the  new 
Ministers  for  a  time,  though  his  colleagues,  Lord 


**  pretends  not  to  lay,  but  to  expose  to  view  the  Orange  spirit ^ 
**  which  lies  a  deadly  incubus  upon  the  Ministry  of  the  country.** 
The  disastrous  events  of  the  six  intermediate  years  have  too  fa- 
tally illustrated  the  force  of  those  observations. 
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Grenville,  Mn  Windham,  Mr.  Canning  and  others,  ^wi. 
frequently  seized  opportunities  of  reviling  their  in- 
capacity and  presumption.  Lord  Cornwallis,  who 
had  identified  himself  as  nearly  as  possible  with 
Mr.  Pitt  in  every  measure  leading  to  the  illusion  of 
the  Catholics,  would  accept  of  no  place  under  the 
Addington  Administration,  though  he  readily  uft- 
dertook  to  negociate  the  peace,  which  had  been 
rendered  necessary,  through  the  misconduct  and 
improvidence  of  Mr.  Htt,  and  had  produced  that 
despbndency  ^and  apprehension,  which  in  reality 
drove  him  from  the  helm. 

No  sooner  had  Lord  Hardwicke  been  settled  in  opcniaf 
his  government,  than  he  procured  it  to  be  given  of  j>fd 
out,  that  his  instructions  and  his  disposition  went  wickers 
hsmd  in  hand  in  following  up  the  mild  and  cond-  ^^'^^^ 
liatory  system  of  his  immediate  predecessor.    He 
was   not   sensible,    that    the    deceptive  chaitacter 
of  the  late  Government  was  now  developing  itself 
to  the  nation.    The  eve  of  the  old  and  the  dawn  of 
the  new  Administration   threw  a  light  upon  the 
conduct  of  each  Chief  Governor,  which  discovered 
a  systematic  determination  to  close  the  soiu-ce  of 
Catholic  concession,  imder  the  dazzling  glare  of 
gentleness,  affection  and  liberality.     In  order  to 
promote  that  system,  which  Mr.  Addington  had 
pledged  himself  to  support  and  forward,  and  Lord 
Hardwicke  went  over  to  perpetuate,  the  new  Lieu . 
tenant  grasped  at  popularity  by  more  insignificant 
acts  of  benevolence,  more  ostentatious  charities, 
mid  a  more  absolute  and  extensive  purchase  of 
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iwi.  (he  press,  than  any  of  bis^  predecessors.  They 
had  but  to  execute  the  peremptory,  commands  of 
rigour,  intolerance,  and  coercions ;  h€  tp  blind  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  deceive  that  of  England 
in  his  secret  commission  tp  resist  the  expected 
emancipation  of  the  country.  The  external  change 
{»fpduced  some  internal  good.  Lord  Cornwallis  had 
abated  much,  and  Lord  Hardwicke  more  of  the 
ierpcijty  of  the  system :  and  allegiance  advanced^ 
'is  th^  system  appeared  to  retire.  As  Lpr4  ^ard^ 
\^ke  was  instructed  to  keep  on  foot,  just  so 
much  of  the  system  as  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Cpr^n 
ws^  h^d  ys^enji^d,  to  be  re^dfered  perm^mont, 
fw^  arrai^geii^ent^  which  Lpyd  ^lay dw¥?tee  feuxK) 
tStpt^li^h^d  by-  his  predecesspF,  904  ^Mfry  jffojfif^ 
a^  iji;itf&)^ioi^  pf  the  noble  Marquv^  wex^  94hfS^ 
l^iby  his  siicoe^SQ^  with  puii^ptillfius  s^up\4Q^ill3f« 
lik^:  isme^c^i^n  Pf  Lo?d  Ca^ilef  e^fe  t»  th(^  ^ri^j^ 
C^^iet  hoA  fomasim^  the  neo^s^i^y  0^  afq^cinliog 
9.  i^w  Sea¥e^y ;  and  no  man  was.  foqiTd  w^yfii 
f^y  to  pledge  himself  to  perform  the  entice  fviviftj 
tipns  of  that  office  in  the  real  spirit  of  his  iqifi^ 
diate  predece^or,  than  Mr.  Abbott.  AU  the  ^yb^ 
tern  ^tuatlons,  i^om  the  Chief  Seoreta^  to  (ht 
lowest  n^nn^r  of  the  Pdice,  and  th^e  whole  ef  the 
Orange  magistracy  were  left  untouched. 
L6rd  Hwd-  Lord  Hardwicke  took  Qcca$iqrf  duripg  thie  3U)9mf 
cMfiistence  to  uiect  the  elevatiou  of  the  Cathp^c  mj^d  at  the 
j^)earance  of  conpilation  by  l^ss  ^qmivocal  symptoms 
of  confidential  protection  to  the  orapgeiqen.  Q^j^ 
of  the  first  acts  of  £a;vor  alter  I^s  ac^rept^ueb^e  pf  tk$ 
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Ckrvemment,  w^  the  grant  of  the  coUectorship  of  ^^f^ 
the  Dublin  City  excise  to  Sir  Richard  Musgrave^ 
oltjiough  his  immediate  successor  had  found  occasion 
4!0  reprove  him  for  reviving  the  dreadful  animo^eis 
of  the  country,  which  it  Was  the  duty  of  every  good 
mbject  to  endeavour  to  compose.  A  species  of 
^dtinquency,  the  least  calculated  to  procure  him 
anticipated  favor  in  the  eyes  of  a  governor  of 
tsysteihatic  concifiation.  An  extraordinary  dsA 
isnprecedented  mark  of  hxat  and  attention  to  the 
x^am^  party  was  exhibited  in  a  magnificent  gaia 
ifemer  given  by  his  excellency  to  all  the  captains  of 
t^  yeonwmry  corps,  at  the  Rotunda  in  Dul^n* 
This  was  returned  by  the  Captains  of  the  ITeonismry 
to  iMb  ElsceUency  in  a  s«iperb  entertainment  iak  the 
^stune  pfecoe.  *  The  divided  sentitiients  of  the  pub&c 
tqpon  die  merks  of  these  oorps,  could  not  fail  to 
vdndtt  these  eaiiy  marks  of  predilecdon  from  the 
4axtt  exdootive  magistrate  irreconciieaUe  wiUi  a 
pfolfessed  system  of  conciliation.  During  the  fe- 
nuking  summer  months,  nothing  remarkable 
hippefned^  that  afifected  Ireland.  The  puldic  ffikid 
>rtra5  "diiefly  OCcupded  in  anticipating  the  effects  of 
-d^W^aty  of  alliance  between  France,  Spain,  Portugal 
^tnd  9R.^sia,  and  our  negociations  for  peace  with 
Fjrattice.  - 

•  The  genuine  spirit  of  tliese  meetings  is  manifested  by  the 
toasts,  which  are  given  after  the  repast.  Oh  neither  of  theSe 
occasions  was  there  a  single  toast  upon  the  Hsty  which  tended 
t^v<fn  temdtdfy  tb  ih^pire,  or  obliquely  hinted  Ht  the  conciliatioB, 
lllinMny  ok-^vi^lTtlikre  and  p^tisperity  of  Itehnd.. 
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■  *^^-  The  spirit  and  character  of  a  government 
i^^„^  become  visible  in  the  conduct  of  its  x^onfiden- 
fiiLt"^  tial  servants,  when  they  exercise  the  discretion 
entrusted  to  them.  Before  and  during  the  rebel- 
lion,  it  was  thou^t  fitting  by  '  the  Govern- 
ment to  multiply  and  enlarge  the  powers  of  the 
Magistrates',  for  the  purpose  of  better  discovering 
persons  implicated  in  it.  These  extraordinary 
powers  were  » still  kept  up.  The  two  prindiKd 
persons  invested  with  them,  were  Major  Sirr  and 
and  Major  Sandys,  the  Town  Major  and  Deputy 
Town  Major  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  The  former 
had  been  constituted  the  tutelary  guardian  of  the 
Castle  yard,  possessing  more  absolute  power  over 
the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dublin, 
tlian  any  officer  civil  or  military  within  the  district ; 
and  the  latter  though  subordinate  in  rank,  was 
nearly  co-ordinate  in  power  with  his  principal.  He 
was  Provost  Marshal :  in  fact,  the  gaoler  of  a  newly 
erected  place  of  confinement  in  the  Castle  yard, 
called  the  Provost.  These  Co-partners  had  for  some 
years  exercised  their  extraordinary  powers  with 
yigoiu:  somewhat  beyond  that  of  the  law,  in  spite  of 
the  conciliatory  professions  of  the  new  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, and  notwithstanding  the  rebellion  had  been 
put  down  full  three  years.  On  the  1  Ih  of  September, 
1801,  Major  Sirr,  under  colour  of  his  office,  seized 
a  respectable  brewer  of  the  City  of  Dublin  in  a 
crowded  coffee  house,  and  threw  him  into  a  loath- 
some  cell  of  about  13  feet  by  12  called  the*  hospital 
pf  Sandy's  Provost,  without  any  charge  or  infprn^ar 
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tion,  or  without  any  other  known  cause,  than  ,^^* 
because  he  spoke  with  too  much  freedom  to  Major 
Sirr.  He  had  brought  an  action  against  Major  Sandys 
for  having  swindled  him  out  of  a  valuable  mare, 
which  the  Defendant  had,  notwithstanding  thought 
proper  to  settle  by  returning  the  mare  and  paying 
the  costs,     A  verdict  *  was  found  against  the  Town 

*  Vide  the  printed  trial  of  He^ey  v  Sirr  in  1802  before  Lord 
Kilwarden  in  K.  B.  This  trial  is  referred  to,  as  an  historical 
fact  of  no  trivial  moment,  as  it  was  the  first  stand  made  againat 
the  overbearing  pressure  of  that  adventitious  power,  since,  the 
commencement  of  the  reign  of  terror.  This  verdict,  small 
as  were  the  damages,  was  extorted  from  a  very  prejudiced  jurr 
by  the  invincible  energies  of  Mr.  Currants  eloquence.  The 
case  calls  upon  the  historian  to  develope  something  more  of  that 
system,  under  which  these  unassailable  powers  had  been  vested  in, 
and  were  so  long  exercised  by  Majors  Sirr  and  Sandys.  They  ha4 
taken  into  their  service  and  peculiar  confidence  for  2  or  3  years* 
the  notorious  peijured  miormtr  Jemmy  0* Brieuy  to  whom  they  had 
allotted  as  an  appendage  to  their  own  office  of  inquisition  a  sub* 
altem  apartment  in  the  Castle  yard,  where  he  and  a  permanent 
guard  were  on  constant  duty  for  every  emergency*  They  had 
also  procured  him  the  appointment  of  deputy  keeper  of  Bedford 
Tower  in  the  Castle.  This  Jemmy  O'Brien  was  a  deserter  from 
the  army :  he  had  been  prominently  active  in  putting  up  or  swearing 
in  united  Irishmen,  and  after  having  been  formally  enlisted  as  anip- 
former,  had  been  enabled  to  raise  and  marshall  a  corps  of  despera- 
does, as  like  to  himself  as  he  could  engage.  They  were  uniformly 
armed,  like  their  Captain,  with  pistols,  hangers  and  poignards 
under  their  coats,  and  bludgeons  in  their  h?.nd8.  Major  Sirr 
himself  went  generally  accoutered  with  two  brace  of  pistols,  a 
dagger  and  a  poignard.  Thus  in  detachments  they  made  their 
domiciliary  and  other  visits  mostly  by  night,  generally  by  force. 
Upon  the  sole  evidence  of  this  man,  scores  were  hanged,  and 
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^\  Major  in  an  action  for  fabe  imprisonment  for  150L 
though  the  damages  had  been  laid  at  500. 

hundreds  flogged  and  imprisoned.  At  one  time  l6  were  capi- 
tally indicted  upon  his  sole  evidence  {one  witness  Sufficing  to 
convict  of  high  treason  in  Ireland)  :  hut  Mn  Curran  in  cross 
examining  him  on  the  trial  of  Patrick  Finny,  60  palpably  c<Mi- 
vinced  the  jury  of  barefaced  perjury^  that  the  Jodge  ordered  the 
remaining  15  to  be  discharged,  no  credit  being  due  to  the  testimo- 
ny of  such  a  perjured  informer.  He  was,  notwithstanding 
Warmly  befriended  tod  encouraged  by  Majors  Sirt*  and  Sandys 
and  other  persons  of  more  consequeftce  about  the  cU&tle.  Oil  a 
Sunday  evening,  Major  Sirr  with  Jemmy  O'Brien  marthed 
armed  in  costume  with  a  party  of  soldiers  to  disperse  totA6  febt 
liall  players  from  a  field  Yicar  the  htrrackB ;  it  was  pnrdpiuidy 
cleared  on  their  approach.  There  happened  however  t<J  te 
strolling  in  Ae  field,  with  his  wife,  a  decrepit  man,  one  Holy, 
a  Grocer  frotia  Essex-street,  fof  the  sdte  of  air,  hai^g  beeh 
long  confined  by  ithieSS.  As  he  was  feeMy  Attetnpiiig  to  c«wl 
through  a  gap  in  the  field  waH,  he  was  assailed  by  itmasf 
O'Brien  and  most  inhumanly  butthered  by  Repeated  atabt  in 
the  presence  of  his  wife  and  of  itoany  others.  The  ttufdetiA' 
mju-ched  back  linnidlested  with  the  aoldiert  to  the  etttk, 
where  he  remained  secure^  ih  the  exercise  of  his'iiftQal  ftftictkmii 
for  above  a  wcek^  during  which,  tto  attempt  W^  nfude  by  tht 
Sheriffs,  Magistrates  or  officer^  bf  jultice  to  ^ppYefaeiid  hilB. 
Major  Sirr  did  not  surreilder  him,  dhd  Aldermah  JsOHes  and  odier 
County  Magistrates  absolutely  refuted  to  take  eXSUttiiiationt  ■ 
of  the  murder.  Examination^  were  at  last  taken,  and 
a  warrant  issued  for  the  apprehending  of  O'Brieti,  which  was 
effected  by  meant  of  a  large  reward  given  to  the  setjeant  of  a 
highland  regiment,  which  then  mounted  the  Castle  guard.  He 
was  not  brought  to  trial  for  above  6  months  after  the  murder. 
He  was  instantly  convicted,  and  the  public  indignation  accompsl- 
nied  with  a  general  conviction,  that  he  would  be  pardoned 
obliged  Lord  ComwalUs  to  refuse  the  most  powerful  inteiyetti- 
OBt  in  hit  favour.     Above  200,000  spectators  attnided  thb 
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The  summer  was  chiefly  spent  in  negociating  with  |!^,'^'^ 
France,  and  on  the  1  st  of  October  the  preliminaries  meotinf  of 
of  peace  between  his  Majesty  and  the  French  repub- 
Kc,  were  signed  at  Lord  Hawkesbury's  office  in 
Downing-street,  by  his  Lordship,  on  the  part  of 
his  Majesty,  and  by  Mr.  Otto  on  the  part  of  th^ 
French  Government.*      The  joyful  tidings  were 

execution,  and  contrary  to  the  usual  feelings  of  the  public  in  th^ 
awful  moment  of  a  malefactor  being  launched  into  eternity,  the 
mob  rent  the  air  with  three  successire  shouts  of  exultation,    ^n 
escort  of  cavalry  attended  the  corpse  to  Surgeons'  Hall,  where 
it  was  to  hare  been  dissected  ;  but  through  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  Majors  Sirr  and  Swan  and  Alderman  James,  the  bodj 
was  not  dissected,  but  interred  behind  the  old  men's  hospitaL 
After  the  corpse  had  been  deposited  at  Surgeons'  Hall»  the 
populace  took  the  car,  on  which  it  had  been  conveyed,  and  led 
it  several  times  round  the  statue  of  King  William,  when  they 
repeated  their    shouts    of   exultation,    that    their    land    was 
freed  from  such  a  monster.     An  awful  lesson  to  the  surviving 
protectors,  friends  and  employers  of  Jemmy  O'Brien.     In  the 
trkl  of  Finney,  Mr.   Curran  said  of  this  monster,  *^  I  have 
^  heard  of  assassination  by  sword,  by  pistol  and  by  dagger^ 
**  but  here  is  a  wretch  who  would  dip  the  evangelists  in  blood. 
•*  If  he  think  he  has  not  sworn  his  victim  to  death,  he  is  ready 
*'  to  swear   without   mercy  and  without    end.     But  oh !    do 
*'  not,  I  conjure  you,  sufier  him  to  take  an  oath  ;  the    arm 
**  of   the   murderer  should  not   pollute  the    purity    of    the 
i<  gospel ;  if  he  will  swear,  let  it  be  on  the  knife,  the  proper 
**  aymbol  of  his  profession." 

*  The  substance  of  the  preliniinaries  was  ; 

Great  Britain  retained  the  Islands  of  Ceylon  ia  the  cast,  and 
Trinidad  in  the  West  Indies,  restoring  all  the  other  French, 
S)[>a&ith  and  Dutch  possessions. 

Vol.  L  1 
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1801.  announced  in  *the  Dublin  Gazette  on  the  4th  of 
October,  and  a  general  illumination  took  place  in 
consequence.  The  successful  address,  with  which 
Lord  Comwallis  had  negociated  the  Union  and 
parried  oflF  its  expected  consequence,  catholic 
emancipation,  powerfully  recommended  him  as 
Minister  plenipotentiary  for  managing  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  which  was  not  expected  to  be  concluded 
on  the  most  open  grounds  of  sincerity  and  good 
faith.  The  Parliament  met  on  the  29th  of  October, 
The  opening  of  this  session  dispersed  the  mysterious 
cloud,  which  had  so  long  hung  about  the  late 
secession.  Lord  Grenville,  Mr.  Windham  and  the 
other  Seceders,  who  were  adverse  to  peace  went 
into  open  opposition,  whilst  Mr.  Pitt  alone  still 
supported  the  Ministers. 
State  of  This  difference  in  the  parliamentary  conduct  of  the 
seceders,  was  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  preexisting 
schism  in  the  cabinet,  and  announced  a  moral  impos- 
sibility, that  they  should  ever  again  coalesce  in  any 
political  union.     1  he  state  of  parties  at  this  period 

The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  to  remain  a  free  port. 

Malta  was  to  be  independent  both  of  Great  Britain  and 
France^and  to  be  restored  to  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem, • 
under  the  protection  of  a  third  power,  to  be  agreed  upon. 

Egypt  was  to  be  restored  to  the  Porte's  Dominions,  of  whick 
power,  as  well  as  those  of  Naples  and  Portugal,  with  some 
inconsiderable  exceptions  were  guarranteed  in  their  full  integrity, 
?.«  they  stood  before  the  war. 

Napk-s  and  Rome  were  to  be  evacuated  by  the  FrcnA,  and 
Porto  Ferrajioby  the  English  troops. 


Parties. 
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was  discordant  to  a  degree  of  animosity,  that  be-  ^  |^^ 
spoke  the  reality,  if  not  the  consistency  of  the 
contention.  Mn  Pitt  with  Mr.  Canning,  Lord 
Grenville  with  Lord  Spencer,  and  Mr.  Wyndham 
with  Mr.  EUiott,  all  with  some  minor  satellites  in 
their  train,  were  drawing  diflferent  ways.  Some  re- 
probated out  of  place,  what  they  had  proposed  or 
supported  when  in  office  ;  others  opposed  the  very 
measures  of  Government,  which  had  originated 
from  their  own  councils ;  some  boasted,  that  they  had 
always  condenme4  in  council  as. unsafe  and  unconsti- 
tutional,  what  they  had  applauded  in  Parliament  as 
wise  and  virtuous  in  their  colleagues.'  These  collisions 
of  the  Ministers  were  only  produced  by  reference 
to  peace,  treaties  and  war  \  not  a  chance  spark  was 
elicited  from  the  Irish  CathoUc  question.  None 
now  believed,  that  it  ever  had  been  an  ingredient  in 
the  batch  of  secession.  All  felt,  that  its  support 
was. in  future  to  be  an  insuperable  bar  to  office. 
TTie  old'opposition  supported  the  peace,  and  retained 
their  principles. 

The  nation  had  been  harra^ed  with  such  a  variety  Eff«€t  •. 
of  new  as  well  as  oppressive  grievances  during  the 
war,  that  it  did  not  readily  setde  in  the  fair  enjoy- 
ment of  the  blessings  of  peace,  when  it  was  restored. 
Notwithstanding  a  royal  proclamation  had  issued 
ep  the  12th  of  October,  1801,  declaring  a  cessation 
of  arms  both  at  sea  and  land,  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  French  Republic,  yet  Government  foimd 
it  neciessary  to  order  some  ships  of  the  line,  which, 
in  December,  1801,  were  lying  oflF  Bantry  Bay  to 
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J^L  *  ^^^  immediately  for  the  West  Indies.*  This  order  was 
so  unexpected  and  unwelcome  to  some  of  the  crews, 
who  were  anticipating  the  enjoyment  of  returning  to 
tfieir  families,  from  which  they  had  been  absent 
during  the  whole  of  the  war,  (some  of  than  were 
from  Kerry  and  limerick)  that  it  produced  a  mutiny 
on  board  three  of  the  ships,  the  TemerairCj  Formi- 
dable and  Majestic.  It  was  providentially  discovered 
and  put  down  before  any  blood  had  beed  spilled* 
The  ships  immediately  sailed  for  Portsmouth,  where 
fourteen  of  the  mutineers  were  tried,  and  found 
guilty;  thirteen  were  sentenced  to  be  hanged,  and  the 
fr)urteenth  (Christopher  White)  to  receive  200 
lashes  oh  his  bare  back  on  board  such  ships  in 
Portsmouth  harbour  or  at  Spithead,  and  at  such 
times,  as  the  Lords  Comtnissioners  of  his  Majesty*s 
Admiralty  should  appoint.  The  execution  accord- 
ingly took  place  in  the  three  itientioned  ships  at 
Spithead.  The  unfortunate  sufferers,  by  their  com- 
posed and  edifying  conduct  during  their  confinement 
and  in  the  awful  hour  of  execution,  manifested 
tokens  of  sincere  compunction  and  repentsmce  for 
their  guilt.  Several  of  them  to  the  last  persisted 
in  disclaiming  an  intent  to  murder,  with  which  they 
had  been  charged.  It  appears,  that  the  alarming 
spirit  of  insubordination  had  not  pervaded  any 
other  parts  of  the  Navy,  and  that  the  mutiny  in 
the  fleet  lying  off  Bantry  originated  merely  out  of 

*  As  malicious  reports  were  circulated,  that  this  mutiny 
arose  out  of,  and  was  a  preconcerted  part  of  the  rebellion  of  1798 
it  has  been  considered  an  act  of  justice  tg  Ireland  to  show  the 
reverse,  by  retailing  what  is  not  strictly  mthln  the  scope  o£  thif 
work. 
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the  peremptory  orders  to  sail  to  the  West  Indies,     "I^Li 
when  they  expected  their  discharge,  were  entitled 
to  their  pay,  and  wished  to  return  to  their  femilies. 

In  proportion  as  the  new  ministry  was  determined  intemii 
and  pledged  to  resist  the  liberation  of  Ireland,  irtiand. 
(hitherto  Mr.  Pitt  supported  them  in  all  their  mea- 
sures) so  was  jtt  bent  upon  keeping  up  the  semblance 
of  a  mild  and  Uberal  Government.  The  language 
of  the  more  prominent  unionists,  who  boastingly 
devoted  themselves  to  the  system  of  perpetual  seclu- 
sion  and  division,  was,  that  now  the  time  of  trou- 
ble was  past,  things  would  be  easily  restored  to  their 
former  prosperity  and  vigor.  The  wise  measure  of 
Union  had  enabled  a  vigorous  and  upright  Govern- 
ment to  conclude  a  peace,  and  peace  would  enable 
it  to  keep  down  Ireland,  by  checldng  her  expectant 
cies  to  be  emancipated  either  from  the  fear,  or  by 
the  aid  of  a  powerful  enemy.  The  ruling  principle 
qf  the  Irish  Government  was  not  to  be  misund^^ 
stood*  Perpetual  seclusion  to  the  Catholics  was  not 
only  to  be  enforced  by  avoiding  fresh  irritation  to 
the  popular  feelings,  but  by  more  deeply  inculcating 
their  unfitness  and  xmworthiness  to  be  admitted 
to  the  leyel  of  their  fellow  subjects.  Hence  indivi- 
dual forwardness  in  decrying  the  Catholic  rdligioni 
and  vilifying  its  professors  not  only  became  justified 
by  precept  and  example,  but  rewarded  by  grace 
and  favour  as  meritorious.* 

•  The  passions  and  feelings  of  indiTiduals  ar»  not  aljvayg 
eontro»le^  by  policy  and  prudence,  nor  even  checked  by  tbe 
nier^  powerful  precepts,  of  the  gospel^      Th.^  Riglit   Hon^ 
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Ltf^d  cu        '^^^  ^^'^^  ^^  Clare,  who  had  borne  the  principal 
p^rt  under  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  successive  operations  ot 

George  Ogle,  who  ever  was  prominently  conspicuous  for  his 
antipathy  against  Catholics,  had,  at  a  public  dinner  in  Dublin, 
uttered  a  most  acrimonious  invective  against  them,  in  which  he 
had  used  the  following  coarse  and  insulting  words.      A  paj^t 
tiiould  stvallotv  a  Jake  oath  as  easily  as  I  tvouM  a  poached  eg^. 
The  words  were  reported  to  Mr.  Bernard  Goile,  of  whom  fre- 
quent mention  has  been  made  in  the  introduction  to  this  voluQie. 
Being  a  man  of  keen  sensibility,  he  was  indignant  at  the  intuit^ 
and  some  days  dfter  he  approached  Mr-  Ogle  in  the  hall  of  the 
Royal  Exchange,  with  a  p^per  inhis  hand,  on  which  those  words 
yjrere  written,  and  asked  him,  if  he  had  uttered  them ;  adding,  Sir^ 
I  am  of  that  persuasion,     Mr  Ogle  at  first  declined  answering, 
^nd  called  to  Mr.  Alderman  James.     Mr.  Coile  remarked,  that 
no  third  person  could  enable  him  to  answer  for  hir  own  worda, 
^d  therefore  demanded  an  immediate  and  categorical  answer. 
Mn   Ogle  after  sqme  hesitation,  admitted,  that  he  had  utterrd 
them,  and  did  not  disavow  them.     Then  said  Mr.  B.  Coyle,. 
your  conduct  ivqs  ungentleman-like^  unbecoming  a  man  and  a 
christian.     After  some  days  private  consultation  with  his  friends, 
whether  a  privy  counsellor  could  condescend  to  call  out  a  mer- 
cantile gentleman,  Mr*  Ogle  was  assured  by  his  particular,  friend 
Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford,  that  the  dignity  of  a  privy  counsellor  would 
not  screen  him  from  the  notice  of  such  an  insult.     Mr.  Ogle 
•ent  a  challenge  to  Mr.   Coile,  which  was  accepted.     George 
King,  Esq.   was   second  to  Mr.    Ogle,  and  the  late  Edward 
Lysaght,  Esq.  was  second  to  Mr.  Coile.     The  parties  met  at 
twelve  o'clock  in  Coldblow-lane,  and  exchanged  4  shots  without 
effect.      Mr.    Coile   insited  upon  sending  home   for  his  own 
pistols,  for  he  would  not  quit  the  ground,  till  one  or  the  other 
fell.     Thereupon,  Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford,  who  was  present  (many 
hundreds  were  ou  the  field)  went  up  to  Mr.  Ogle,  and  told  hifflj 
that  finding  Mr.  Coile  so  determined,  he  begged  to  be  allowe4 
to  draw  up  an  explanation,  whiph .  should  preTcnt  Uood.  ;u^4 
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goading,  terrifying,  dividing,  and  degrading  his  ^^ 
country,  after  the  first  Session  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament  was  so  little  satisfied  with  the  successrof 
his  own  efforts,  to,  infuse  into  the  British  public 
a  disgustful  horror  of  his  countrymen,  that  he 
remained  longer  in  England,  than  was  necessary 
for  any  parliamentary  purpose,  in  order  to  i^ei- 
gociiate  for  some  mcMre  efficient  influence  in  the 
British  Cabinet,  than  the  Great  Seal  oE  Ireland 
was  ever  likely  to  give  him.  Mr.  Pitt,  who  well 
knew  that  Nobleman's  insatiable  ambition,  cau- 
tibned  Mr.  Addington  against  admitting  him  to  a 
situation,  in  which,  in  pase  of  resumptiouji  (of 
which  Mr.  Pitt  never  lost  sight,)  he  might  meet 
a  rival  in  the  colleague.  Lord  Clare,  foiled  in  lus 
projects  of  British  ambition,  his  pride 'w'ounded  by 
the  speeches  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  and 
some  other  of  the  VJhig  Lords  in  Parliament,  who 
freely  reminded  him,  that  union  had  not  transferred 
his  dictatorial  powers  to  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
hiad  in  disgust  formed  the  resolution  of  withdraw* 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  wrote  *  in  pencil  upon  a  paper,  which  he 
retted  on  the  crown  of  his  hat  in  the  field,  a  declaration  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Ogle,  that  he  had  not  used  the  word  papist  but 
rc'e/,  and  that  the  words  he  had  uttered,  were  not  meant  to 
apply  to  the  Catholics ^hnt  to  reLcls:  on  which  Mr.  Coile  declared 
himself  satisfied  with  that  disavowal.  Previous  to  the  conclusion 
of  the  settlement.  Judge  Chamberlain  had  entered  the  field, 
commanded  the  peace,  and  the  principals  and  seconds  to  attend 
at  his  hoiise  to  enter  recognizances  ;  but  Mr.  Lysaght  declared^ 
^hat  this  circumstance  shpujd  not,  and  U  did  not  prtvcnt  dl9 
explanation. 
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isos.  iijg  from  sceneB,  which  h^  neither  directed  nor 
controided*.  He  had  determined  to  return  to  his 
official  gituation  in  Ireland :  but  by  the  Union  the 
Iiish  Seal  h^d  been  shorn  of  its  lustre  aQ4  dll 
p^litic&I  consequence,  His  departure  from  England 
was  retarded  by  a  aeveire  injury,  which  he  suiSer-ed 
Jay  a  fell  from  his  horse.  The  disappointipent-  of 
^  ambitious  ^d  rancorous  mind  co-operating  with 
the  encrease;  of  bis  disorder,  feastefie^  hi«  <3fisBoltt» 


♦  A  report  \7as  generally  current  in  Dublin,  which,  howevc/^ 
the  Author  f8  under  the  necessity  of  admitting,  he  has  not  had 
iny  opportunity  of  verifying,  that  soon  after  X.ord  Claret  re*- 
iwn  to  Ireland,  he  yrent  to  Mr«  Abbot's  Apartments  in.tke 
•^ji^tki  and  in^  the  old  stile  of  his  habitual  dictation  in  'tha( 
guarte^«  req^i^ed  a  warrant  to  be  instantly  made  out  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  of  his  creatures  to  a  certain  vacancy.  Mr* 
Abbott  was  more 'tenacious  of  his  newly  acquired  consequence* 
th^n  Lord  Clare  was  sensible  of  his  declining  influence.  The 
Seci^fCry's  hesitation  Ihrew  the  Chancellor  into  a  paroxism  of 
nge':  it  was  follcmed  up  by  a  direct  negative,  with  at  firm 
intimation,  that  if  any  measure  of  Government  should  ia  it^ 
tendency  in  any  manner  affect  the  rights  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, or  break  in  upon  the  powers  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal,  his  -Lordship  would  certainly  be  ^dvise^l  with  in  the  fivijt 
instance.  But  in  the  ^^anagement  ^d  controul  of  the  govern- 
ment patronage  ^d  pthei-  business  of  the  Casde,  it  was  not 
their  future  intentipn  to  trouble  hi^  Lordship.  Lord  Clare  in 
that  moment  of  humiliation  felt  himself,  fb.r  the  first  time,  prac- 
tically reduced  from  an  absolute  monarch  to  an  official  subaltern 
in  the  very  seat  of  his  {ormer  power*  He  retired  indignandy 
^precating  the  Union,  of  which,  had  he  anticipated  these 
effects,  he  would  have  cut  off,  rather  than  have  lent  his  arm 
to  support. 
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tion,  which  happened  in  January  1802*.     His  re-    ^•^^ 
mains  were  interred  with  great  pomp  in  St.  Peter*s 
church-yard  5^in  Dublin. t     Some  of  the  populace 
attempted  at  the  funeral  to  express  their  horror 
of  the  deceased  by  offering  indignities  to  his  corpse. 

The  long  precarious  state  of  Lord  Clare's  health  l^^ 
had  opened  a  wide  scene  of  political  intrigue  for  fTr w 

ilcath. 
*  A  very  just  and  higk-coloured  portrait  of  the  Earl  of  Clare 

it  given  to  thr  public  by  Sir  Jonah  Barnngton  in  the  first  num« 

bcr  of  his  interesting  and  eloquent  History  of  the  Union.     He 

was  a  cotemporary,  and  for  many  years  in  the  habits  of  profea* 

tiqml  intimacyy  and  political  connexioB  with  that  Nobleman* 

He  vfas  therefore  supereminently  entitled  to  know,  as  he  haa 

proved  himself  qualified  to  represent  to  the  life  his  political 

oonduct*      *^  His  political  conduct,    (says  he)    has  been  iac« 

^  comrted  uniform :   but  in  detail  it  will  be  found  to  have  beeo 

^  miserably  in<;pnsisteDt.     In  1781  he  took  up  arms  to  obtain 

f<  a  declaration  of   Irish  independence.     In   1800  he  recom* 

i<  mended  the  introduction  of  a  military  force,  to  assist  in  its 

^  cxtingruishment.      He  proclaimed    Ireland  a  free  nation  ia 

**  ITSS,  and  argued,  that  it  should  be  a  province  in  I7d9 :  and 

^  in  1762  he  called  the  acts  of  the  Britisb  I^egislature  towards 

^  Ireland,  #  darinsf  umrfoHon  on  the  rights  of  a  free  people^ 

^  (i.  c  in  kis  answer  to  the  address  of  the  Dublin  Universitj 

«<  imtlie  i4tk  Apiil,  i78@>.     And  in  18Q0  he  transferred  Ii«. 

^  intl  itp  the  Usurper.  •    On  all  o^pasions  his  ambition  as  des- 

^'  ppticaDy  governed  his  politics,  as  bis  reason  invuiably  sunk 

••  lidpiie  kiB  prejudice.'' 

f  Alter  Lord  Clare  nndersitoed  (as  his  friends  reported  of 

kkml  tknt  liis  cose  was  helpless,  he  gave  his  mind  to  devotion, 

ntad  tkpoe  tiinw  on  the  same  day  partook  of  the  holy  saorament 

fram  tlMslNMil  of  Ills  brother4n4aw,  the  Archbishop  of  Tuain* 

in  (the  loMer  p«rt  of  kis  illness  he  as  said  to  have  expressed  n 

Mk  to^'«tMn4kdby  a  Catholic  3Pn6st|  vi^nch  mi  ■atcoB- 

^d  witk, 
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V. 


^-    keeping  up  the  system  in  Ireland,  which  he  had 
been  Mn  Ktt*s  chief  instrument  in  establishing.* 

r 

♦The  vast  and  uncontrouUd  power  delected  by  Mr.  Pitt  to 
Lord  Chire^  for  the  successive  purposes  of  goading,  exhausting, 
mnd  drepressing  Ireland,  was  frequently  used  as  an  engrine  of 
personal  revenge  by  his  Lordship.  It  was'  a  leading  feature  ia 
his  character  to  be  implacable  to  those,  who  had  offended,  or 
even  displeased  him.  And  a  cardinal  vice  of  the  systein  was 
to  giYe  facility,  sanction  and  dmpuni'ty  to  the  most  aban- 
doned depravity.  The  Author's  avowed  intention  in. writing 
this  history;  is  to  expose  to  view  enough  of  the  s>ecret  niacluu 
nism,  with  wliich  it  is  worked,  to  convince  the  impartinl  puUic 
of  the  necessity  of  its  utter  abolition.  '  For  effecting  thia  pur- 
pose he  conceives,  that  the  exhibition  of  one  instance  in  detail^ 
will  produce  more  conviction,  than  the  most  authentic  assertion 
of  five-  hundred  instances  of  general  oppression,  cruelty  and 
injustice.  .  With  this  particular  view,  the  Author  selected  the 
cue  of  Mr.  Francis  Arthur,  a  respectable  merchant  of  Limerick, 
ta  that  'part  of  the  south  of  Ireland,  in  which'  his  Lordship's 
principal:  estate  i  and  residence  lay  :  and  he  detailed  it  in  a  note 
in  the  '2d'.  Vohime  of  his  History  of  Ireland,  from  the  invmnon 
under.  Hesry  II.  up  to  the  union  (p.  446)  with  as  miidi 
brevUy  ^and  precision,  as  the  complex  -  variety  of  incident  and 
the  nature  of.  that  work  would  admit,  of.  With  that  gentlemaa 
Lord  Glaro.was  pec^onally  acquainted,  .and  no  niiani  better  knew 
the  extent'  imd  weight  of  Mr.  Arthur's  property. and  infiaehce 
in  the  c6untry;  Hie  Lordship's  interests  had  felt  the  power  of 
their  opposition  :  an  J  his  pride  had  been  galled  by  the  coanter- 
'  action  of  his  arbitrary  despotism,  from  the  liberal  and  consti- 
tutional principles  of  a  man  of  independence.  Thenceforth 
he  was  a  marked  object  of  proscription  and  persecistioB.'  He 
had-  moreover  given  private  displeasure  to  his  Lordship,  and 
•was  a  Roman  CathoUc  -  The  Ministers  of  public  terror  were 
.ht  loose  upon  himi  and  by  their  ingenuity  of  torturing^  bate 
exhited  in  jtheir  native  colors,  the  spirit  and  tactics  pf  the'  its* 
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Mr.  Abbott,  the  Secretary,  had  by  some  very  laud-  ^}^ 
able  enquiries  into  the  abuses  of  the  Custom-house 
and  some  other  departments  rendered  himself  un- 
popular with  the  officers  and  clerks  interested  in 
them.  Yet  so  deeply  had  their  influence  taken  root 
at  the  Castle,  that  his  situation  had  for  some  time 
been  rendered  rather  impleasant ;  and  he  had  long 
had  it  in  his  views  to  change  it  for  a  better.  Mr. 
Abbott,  who  from  his  official  situation  command^] 
a  priority  of  intelligence,  kept  a  minute  diary  of 
the  progress  of  Lord  Clare's  disorder,  and  having 
been  informed,  that  he  had  become  insendble,  and 
that  his  case  was  hopeless,  he  immediately  started 
for  England,  and  thus  arrived  in  Downing-street 
several  hours  before  those,  who  had  similar  views^ 

tenu  The  simple  narratiye  in  abstract  has  appeared  so  romande 
and  unaccountable  to  several  readers,  that  the  Author  has  been 
charged  with  more  than  censurable  assurance,  for  submitting  to 
the  public  the  incredible  tale  without  vouchers  or  evidence  to 
support  it.  ~  There  indeed  he  said,  that  every  incident  of  it  had 
keen  or  cotdd  be  verified  upon  oath.  In  deference,  however,  to 
those,  who  have  certainly  a  right  to  withhold  belief,  till  proof, 
in  justice  to  the  people  bterested  in  the  abolition  of  the  system, 
fixmi  which  the  oppression  and  cruelties  emanated,  in  sympathy 
with  the  feelings  of  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  respectable 
victim  himself,  and  in  support  of  the  Author's  accuracy  of 
itsearch  and  veracity  of  assertion,  the  whole  of  the  case,  trial, 
and  proceedings,  with  proofs,  documents  and  vouchers,  will  be 
given  by  way  of  appendix  at  the  end  of  this  volume.  That,  it 
is  hoped,  will  remove  scepticism,  and  gratify  the  reader,  without 
drawing  off  his  attenUon  to  the  thread  of  the  history,  by  the 
iateiruption  of  a  longi  though  a  most  afficcting  and  impoirUiit 
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^^^^^  but  who  deferred  their  departure  until  his  actyaj^ 
dissolution.  The  race  was  to  the  swift ;  and  Mr, 
Abbott's  proposed  arrangements  took  place  accord- 
iligly.  Sir  John  Mitford,  the  Speaker  of  the  Hous^ 
of  Commons,  succeeded  Lord  Clare,  and  with  the 
Great  Seal  of  Ireland  received  the  dignity  of  Peerage, 
by  the  tjtle  of  Baron  Redesdale.  By  a  letter  of 
the  9th  of  February,  the  Speaker  informed  Mr. 
Leigh,  the  senior  clerk  of  the  House  of  CommonS) 
that  his  Majesty  having  appointed  him  Lord  Chan** 
cellor  of  Ireland,  it  had  become  necessary,  that  he 
^oxild  resign  the  Chair  of  the  House  of  Comn>on&^ 
When  this  letter  h^d  been  read,  Mr.  Addington  in- 
formed the  House,  his  Majesty  permitted  them  to 
proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  new  speaker,  and  thf 
following  day  being  appointed,  Mr.  Abott  was 
proposed  by  Sir  William  Grant  and  elected  without 
a  division.*  Mr.  Wickhjim  succeeded  Mr^  Abott^ 
as  the  new  Irish  Secretary, 
c^seofMr.  If  the  happiness  and  confidence  of  the  people  bt 
Taady.  worthy  of  the  attain)iient  of  Government,  it  h 
evident,  that  every  system  of  deception  and  du» 
piidty  must  coimteract  that  object.  Hence  the 
impervious  veil  of  office,  behind  which  all  those 

#  Mr.  Sheridan  proposed  Mr.  C.  Dundas,  who  was  fieconde4 
by  Lord  George  Cavendish.  He  had  proposed  that  Crentlemaii,, 
when  Sir  John  Mitford  was  chosen  speaker.  Thtt  same  reasQiiS| 
which  influeaced  his  conduct  on  that  occasion,  still  operated^ 
He  d^pproved  of  the  late  usage  df  the  house,  in  always  chua* 
iBg  lawyers  to  fiU  the  chair.  Formerly  it  was  the'  UtudaUt 
practice  to  look  fta  persons  not  holding  office^. de^n^^Mi^  upQi| 
the  will  of  the  crown. 
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acts,  of  state  are  perpetrated,  the  responsibility  of  .  ^^^ 
which  no  man  stands  forth  to  assume.  Individuals 
unjustly  suffer  the  loss  of  character,  fortune  and 
life,  and  impunity,  and  indenmity  preclude  redress 
under  the  present  system.  State  delinquency  is 
defended,  therefwe,  with  pertinacity,  as  a  com* 
mon  cause  by  the  first  minister,  through  every  gra- 
dation, down  to  the  lowest  runner.  The  nation 
has  -  an  unalienable  right  to  know  what  set  of  men 
have  governed  them  upon  these  principles.  Mr. 
Na{q)er  Tandy  had  early  brought  <m  himself  the 
frowns  of  the  castle,  from  his  prominent  zeal  in 
forwarding  the  great  volimteer  association,  when 
duruig  the  American  war  the  nation  was  left  to 
defend  itself  from  foreign  invasion. ;  and  mcM'e  parti- 
cularly, by  insisting  on  their  right  to  convene  and 
ddiberate  on  national  concerns,  after  the  great 
body  of  them  had  been  disarmed  and  disbanded. 
His  efforts  for  what  he  thought  the  rights  of  his 
coimtry  never  abated.  In  1792  he  challenged* 
Mr.  Toler,  then  Solicitor  General,  (now  Lord 
Norbury)  for  liberties  he  had  taken  with  his  char 
racter  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  for  which,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Cuffe  (now  Lord  Tyrawley)  he 
was  taken  into  custody  for  a  breach  of  privilege,  and 

*  Mr.  N.  Tandy  ever  entertained  the  highest  sense  of  honor. 
He  was  a  Captain  of  the  Liberty  Artillery,  and  he  procured  a 
general  court -nxartial  to  try  him,  upon  the  circumstances,  that 
had  occurred  between  Mr.  Toler  and  himself  j  the  result  of  which 
was,  an  unanimous  and  most  honorable  acquittal  of  Mr.  Tandy 
of  any  charge,  which  coald  reflect  on  his  courage  or  conduct  at 
a  gentleman  or  a  soldinr. 
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1909,  ^  'committed  to  Newgate,  where  he  lay  till  the  dose 
of  the  session.  In  March  1793  he  was  returned 
on  the  calendar  of  the  assizes  at  Dundalk,  to  take 
his  trial  upon  a  charge  for  having  distributed  a  sedi- 
tious publication  signed  "  Common  SensCy*  address- 
ed to  the  Presbyterians  of  Ulster.  It  was  a  severe 
attack  on  the  corruptions  of  the  Government,  and 
was  peculiarly  offensive  to  Government,  from 
detailing  the  places,  pensions,  and  emoluments 
then  enjoyed  by  the  Beresford  family.  He  was  stop- 
ped on  the  road  within  three  nules  of  Dundalk, 
by  his  Law  Agent,  *  and  with  aU  prudent  dispatch 
took  shipping  for  America,  where  he  remained  in 
the  town  of  Wilmington,  till  he  went  to  France, 
where  he  was  received  into  peculiar  favor  by  the 
French  Government,  and  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
General  of  Brigade.  In  the  attempt  made  by  the  . 
Government,  in  the  Autumn  of  1798,  to  abett 
the  cause  of  the  Irish  insurgents,  he  sailed  for 
Ireland,  on  board  the  Anacreon,  national  brig  of 
war,  which  was  to  accompany  that  squadron,  which 
landed  imder  Humbert,  at  Killala,  and  of  which 
the  other  division  was  defeated  by  Admiral  Warren, 
The  Anacreon  was  prevented  from  reaching  the 

*  Mr.  Matthew  Dowling,  who  perceiving  in  the  bench  a  de« 
termined  resolution  to  put  down  the  public  Toicey  manifested  in 
the  trials  of  the  preceding  day^  on  which  19  young  men  had 
been  found  guilty  of  seditions  practices^  upon  slighter  evidence 
than  he  conceived  might  be  brought  against  his  client,  advised 
kirn  not  to  submit  his  fate  to  a  prejudiced  benchy  a  trained  jury 
and  hired  informers.  He  was  afterwards  attainted  by  act  of 
Parliament  ualess  he  surrendered  within  a  giten  periods 
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« 
Irish  coast,  with  either  of  the  divisions ;  the  fate     ^•^^ 

of  which  he  learnt  at  the  post-office  of  the  small 
island  of  Rutland  oflF  the  coast  of  Donegal,  where 
he  landed  on  the  16th  of  September,  1788.  lie 
instantly  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Norway,  whence 
he  set  oflf  for  Paris  by  land,  taking  his  rout  by  the 
way  of  Hamburgh. 

At  the  time  Mn  Tandy  arrived  in  Hamburgh,  Mr.  Tandy 
some  other  Irish  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  who  had,  ^^J'^d'^^J 
or  were  presumed  to  have  been  concerned  in  the  Hamburgh. 
treasbnable  union  of  1 798,  were  living  in  supposed^ 
security,  under  protection  of  that  free  and  impe- 
rial dty.     On  the  23d  of  November,  1^98,  Mr. 
Tandy,    Mr.   Hervey   Montmoriney  Morres,    Mn 
Blackwell,  and  Mr.  Corbett,  were  arrested  at  the    • 
American  arms   inn,   at   Hamburgh ;    they  were 
confined  in  gaol  from  that  time  to  the  1st  day  of 
October,  1799.     Sir  James  Crawford,  the  British 
agent  at  Hamburgh,  swore  in  open  court,  that  he 
was  directed  by  Lord  Grenville  to  make  a  requisi- 
tion of  the  senate  of  Hamburgh,  that  these  four- 
gentlemen  should  be  arrested  by  the  senate  and 
confined  imder  their  authority,  as  rebellious  subjects 
of  lus  Majesty.     In  the  mean  time  Bonaparte  ar- 
rived from  Egypt,  and  by  the  vast  power  of  his 
energies,  an  entire  change  in  the  military  proceed- 
ings of  the  continent  took  place,  in  favor  of  France* 
He  was  highly  incensed  at  the  Hamburgher's  treat- 
ment of  French  officers.     The  senate  of  Hamburgh 
sent  special  commissions  to  sooth  his  ire  and  miti- 
gate, the  e&cts.  of  his  indignation:  he  detained 
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■  isds.  them  in  Paris  above  a  year;  nor  did  he  dismiss 
them  till  he  had  heavily  amerced  their  city  for  the 
insult  and  injury  offered  to  the  dignity  of  France. 
Mr.  N.  In  the  course  of  that  unfortunate  campaign  in 
▼•Wed  in  Holland,  which  ended  in  the  disgraceful  capitulation 
lation*  of""  of  ^^^  Helder,  General  Don  had  been  deputed  to 
ih«  Heldcr.gjji-gj.  ^.j^^  interior  of  that  country,  and  to  excite  the 

natives  to  insurrection,  against  the  French  Gover- 
ment,  by  the  circulation  of  hand-bills,  declarations 
and  other  means  of  fomenting  and  purchasing  discon- 
"tent.     He  was  taken  as  a  spy  by  the  French,  and 
had  of  course  forfeited  his  life  by  the  rules  of  war. 
It   would    have    been  strange,   if   the  Duke    of 
York  had  not  felt  uncommon  anxiety  to  secure 
the  life  of  General  Don,  which  he  had  immolated 
by  imposing  upon  a  British  General  the  base  func- 
tion of  corrupting  the  fidelity  of  the  enemy,  whom 
he  could  not  conquer  in  the  field.     General  Bnme, 
with  the  generosity  of  a  brave  soldier,   returned 
the  British  General,  whose  life  had  been  forfeited 
by  the  laws  of  war,  but  claimed,  and  was  promised 
in  return,  the  life  of  French  officers,  whose  per^ 
sons  had  been  violently  and  ignominiously  seized, 
against  the  laws  both   of   war  and  nations.     In 
violation  of  national  and  military  honor  and  justice, 
Mr.  Tandy  v^ao*  kept  in  severe  confinement  as  a 

*  It  was  the  generally  believed  report  of  that  day,  that  there 
wag  a  secret  article  in  the  capitulation  of  the  Helder,  for  the 
liberty  of  General  Tandy  and  Colonel  BbckweU,  (who  had 
been  naturalized  in  France)  in  return  lor  the  delirery  up  of 
General  Don,  who  had  been  taken  up  ai  a  tfjf  and  had|  by  thf 
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prisoner^  whilst  General  Don  was  restored  to  his  ^^^^ 
country,  rank  and  laws.  Of  this  perfidy  General 
Brune.  severely  complained,  in  the  council  of  500, 
In  consequence  of  the  Hamburghers  having,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  nations,  delivered  up  Mr.  Tandy 
and  .his  associates  to  the  British  Government,  the 
executive  directory  issued  an  arret,  the  preamble 
of  which  stated,  that  the  imprisonment  of  citizens 
N.  Tandy  and  Blackwell,  naturalized  Frenchmen, 
and  attached  to  the  service  of  the  Republic,  as 
likewise  the  imprisonment  of  citizens  Mdrres  and 
Corbett,  and  their  deliverance  into  the  hands  of 
the  agents  of  England,  is  an  attack  upon  the  rights 
of  nations  and  a  crime  against  humanity ;  a  flagrant 
offence  against  the  French  Republic :  therefore  the 
directory  ordered,  that  the  consular  and  diploma- 
tic  agents,  who  resided  at  the  Government  of 
Hamburgh,  should  forthwith  leave  that  city  and 
territory :  tfiat  a  general  embargo  should  be  laid 
upon  all  the  ships  and  vessels  carrying  Hamburgh 

colors,  that  were  then  in  the  ports  of  the  Republic* 


lawa  of  war,  forfeited  his  life.  To  this  the  FrencTi  Papers,  in 
October,  179^9,  are  supposed  to  have  referred,  when  they  said, 
•*  that  the  capitulation  of  the  Duke  of  York  contains  some 
*'  private  articles,  which  his  R.  H.  did  not  wish  to  submit  to 
•*  the  consideration  of  the  Coffee-houses  in  London." 

*  Thcf  Government  of  Hamburgh  was  amerced  in  4,000,000 
marks  for  the  insult  and  injury  offered  to  the  French  Republic, 
by  this  atrocious  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  eondudt  of  the  Hamburghers  will  best  appear  by 
their   address   to  the   French    Government,    and   Bonaparte's 

Vol.  I.  K 
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180*.  From  Haiaburgh  Mr.  N.  Tandy  wsas  traixsparted^ 
Mr  Tand  ^"^  ^^*®  <:ustody  wkh  Mr,  Moires,  to  London,  and 
»ent  from  thencc  to  Irdand,  where  they  were  committed  to 

Hamburgh  t  t         r 

to  Ireland.  KUmainliam   gaoL      On  tie   1 9th  of  M^y,  1 800, 


answer.  They  will  also  show  the  pitiful  and  iosiduous  meancu 
of  the  Irish  Gavernment,  in  keeping  out  of  sight  erery  tnut  of 
the  French  claim  upon  Mr.  Tandy,  an4  falsely  assuming  tl^ft 
merit  of  mercy  and  forgiveness  l^y  permitting  him  to  return  t# 
France,  - 

Citizens  Consuls^ 

Whatever  may  be  the  prejudices  you  entertain  against  tbe 
Magistrates  of  the  city  of  Hamburgh,  they>  howeyer,  caniKA 
atoid  congratubting  you  on  the  late  event;,  which  hxvc  ta4m 
place  at  Paris,  la  holding  the  whole  nation  entiUed  to  ti^ 
fairest  and  most  consolatory  hopes^  we  may  at  least  be  allowed 
to  share  in  them,  and  offer  up  our  vows  for  their  accomplishment* 

You  are, too  enlightened  and  too  just,  not  to  be  conrihced  of 
the  sincerity  of  our  sentiments  in  this  respect,  or  to  doubt  lor 
a  moment,  that  we  are  «ver  impressed  with  the  most  sensible  iiite» 
rrat  in  what  relates  to  the  prosperity  of  the  French  Natiosu  1^ 
unfortunate  event  of  the  arrest  and  delivery  up  of  four  Irishmenf 
the  fatal  Source  of  a  variety  of  misunderstandings  and  unjutt 
persecutions,  seemed  to  have  irritated  the  directory  to  such  a 
degree,  that  it  would  not  even  perceive  how  irreproachable  has 
been  the  conduct  we  have  adopted*  and  how  characterised  by 
the  most  scrupulous  regard  and  deference  for  the  Government  of 
the  Republic.  T 

A  fatal  concatenation  of  circumstances  does  not,  it  is  truey 
permit  us  satisfactorily  to  account  to  it  for  what  we  have  done ; 
but  still  every  one  of  those  circumstances  proves,  that  it  was  in 
spite  of  our  efforts  to  the  contrary,  and  that  if  during  a  series  of 
years,  we  have  given  the  strongest  ptoofs  of  attachment  to  the 
Republic,  it  is  at  least  not  an  unpardonable  fault  in  having  in  a 
critical  and  difficult  case,  reposed  our  confidence  in  its  generosity 
«fld  moderation. 
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Ihey  ^ere  brought  up  to. the  bar  of  the  King's   ^^*^- 
Beneh  in  DubUn,  to  shew  caiiSe^  why  judgment  of 

Hotreyer,  to  the  mindaLof  juit  and  equitable  men,  facts  alone 
aii6uid  Bpeak.  It  is  in  orders  that  they  may  be  generally  kndwik 
wa  take  the  liberty  of  making  the^n  known  to  you*  We  take  thb 
liberty  of  transmitting  to  you  the  most  e^act  details  upon  th^ 
lnibject%  Among  the  four  men  named  Napper  Tandy,  BlackweU» 
Mon^s  and  Feters^  there  are  only  the  twO  foivneri  who  can  merit 
yo«r  attention*  Morres  and  Peters  were  constantly  regarded  by 
the  legation  of  the  Republic,  as  the  undoubted  subjecti  of 
6i«at  Britain. 

In  no  act  whatever,  or  by  any  declaration,  official  or  hot 
*ofikial  has  it  been  saidj  that  the  two  persons  named  Morres  and 
jpisterly  Were  in  the  service  of  the  Republic,  or  belonged  t<» 
tiwm  either  kd  dvU  or  military  capacities.  The  Minister  has 
4Wt  tteii  demanded  their  liberty  either  notmtialiy  of  individually. 
All  the  tets  and  miniftterial  notes  a-re  confined  tb  demanding 
«icpticidy  the  libetty  of  the  two  individualsj  named  Nappet 
f  ahdy  a»d  Bhtkwell. 

Hittory  offers  no  ekajihpie  of  a  belligerent  power  being  autho- 
i4t6il  \ib  proteet,  in  a  neutral  state,  the  avowed  subjects  of  its 
fliiMliy*  To  cotafer  such  a  right,  it  has  hitherto  been  necessary^ 
that  the  indivrdual  should  belong  to  such  belligerent  power 
•chlfef  in  a  oivil  or  military  capacity. 

You  are  too  just,  Citizens  Consuls,  and  we  are  assured  inca- 
pable of  impntjtag  it  to  us,  as  a  crime,  that  we  have  delivered 
t^'tw^  ihea)  who  incc^testibly  belong  to  another  nation,  and 
smtt  absolutely  foreigners  to  the  republic.  It  is  only,  as  to  th« 
feta,  which  regard  the  arrebt  of  Napper  Tandy  and  Blackwell» 
that  Wt  b^ed  to  apply  ourselves.  Allow  us  in  this  place  to  refer 
Id  the  precautions,  which  the  wisdom  of  Citizen  Grouvdle, 
•li&iister  of  the  Republic,  at  the  court  of  Copenhagen,  judged 
ai^d^saary,  with  regard  to  them  $  a  precaution  which,  had  it 
Wen  adopted  by  the  French  Legation  here,  would  have  spared 
maU  tbt  tra«bl<ps»  and  all  the  evils.  Which  passion,  enor  and 
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^y^-^  death  should  not  be  passed  upon  them,  for  not 
having  surrendered  themselves  for  trial  on  a  given 

• 

prejudice  have  excited  against  us  on  their  account.  That  en- 
lightened Minister,  who  doubtless  too  highly  lespected  the 
Government  of  Copenhagen  to  apptehend  the  least  violence, 
thought  it  necessary  to  their  safety^  precariously  situated  as  they 
were,  and  to  'avoid  the  well  founded  and  legitimate  demands  of 
the  British  Government,  and  to  withdraw  them  from,  the  search 
and  requisition  of  the  Minister  of  that  court,  to  afford  them  an 
asylum  in  his  own  house. 

They  arrive  here,  and  by  the  most  inconceivable  species  of 
folly,  made  use  of  a  stratagem,  by  which  they  must  have  been 
sensible,  they  were  sure  to  expose  themselves;  They  knew, 
.they  perceived,  that  all  French  Republicans,  enjoyed  not  only 
the  most  perfect  safety  ki  our  city,  but  that  they  were  even 
distinguished  and  treated  with  the  most  marked  friendship. 
They  were  however  regardless  of  what  they  owed  to  thenaselves, 
to  their  safety^  to  their  situation,  and  to  their  honor,  and 
skulked  into  our  city  secretly  and  like  malefactors  under  false 
names  and  false  characters.  Napper  Tandy  took  the  name  of 
•  Jones,  and  called  himself  a  merchant  of  Philadelphia.  Black  well 
assumed  that  of  Barthelemy  Blackfurst,  and  also  described 
himself  as  an  American  Merchant.  The  Britannic  Minister 
officially  demanded  the  arrest  and  delivering  up  of  the  two  men, 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  named  Jones  and 
Barthelemy.  It  is  pretty  generally  known,  that  in  Germany 
they  do  not  easily  refuse  the  Ministerial  demand  of  Foreign 
courts  requiring  the  subjects  of  their  nation.  Citizen  Reinhard, 
Minister  of  the  Republic  would  have  experienced  the  same  ac- 
quiescense  on  our  part.  The  officer  of  police  first  presented 
himself  at  the  house  of  the  person  named  Jones,  and  demanded  his 
name  ;  he  said  his  name  was  Jones.  Upon  this  acknowledgment, 
his  arrest,  as  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Qreat  Britain,  upon  the 
requisition  of  the  English  Minister  was  announced  to  him.  He 
did  not  even  then  declare  himself:  but  still  persevering   in  bjk 
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day,  according  to  the  act  of  attainder,  passed  on     ^^^' 
the  6th  of  October,  1798,  by  the  Irish  Pariiament. 

disguise^  submitted  without  murmur  and  without  any  explana- 
tion or  protest  whatsoever  to  the  British  Government.  His 
iword  with  the  arms  of  Irehmd  was  found  upon  his  person. 
How  could  we  doubt,  after  that  of  the  undoubted  truth  of  the 
assertions  of  the  British  Government.  How  could  we  suppose 
that  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  Republic  would  wear  a 
•word  with  the  British  arms  engraved  upon  it.  It  is  thus,  that 
this  man  by  his  own  confession  named  Jones,  by  his  own  con- 
fession a  Merchant,  and  by  incontestible  facts  a  subject  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  delivered  himself  up  upon  the  requisition. 
of  the  Minister  of  that  Sovereign,  and  remained  his  prisoner. 
'  The  arrest  was  announced  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  the 
same  precaution,  to  the  person  named  Barthelemy  Blackfurst. 
It  was  not  till  after  the  arrest  had  been  announced,  and  when 
he  was  in  fact  the  prisoner  of  the  Minister  demanding  him, 
that  he  slowly  took  off  the  mask  ;  and  wished  On  a  sudden  to 
pass  for  a  French  officer,  without  offering  the  least  proof,  that 
he  was  so.  It  is  almost  useless  to  observe,  that  if  by  explana- 
tions so  tardy  and  insufficient,  men  may  escape  airest  by  chang- 
ing their  names  and  qualities,  they  may  at  any  time  avoid  those 
arrests,  which  are  of  the  most  fair  and  legitimate  nature. 

The  French  legation  immediately  claimed  them  as  breveted 
officers  of  the  republic.  The  Minister  never  thought  proper 
to  entrust  us  with  the  brevets  themselves,  but  only  gave  us  copies 
of  them.  It  would  however  have  been  of  the  greatest  utility, 
to  have  furnished  us  with  the  means  of  ascertaining  and  verify- 
ing to  the  British  government  their  actual  situation  with  respect 
to  the  French  republic.  Perhaps  the  Minister  regarded  it,  as 
a  prerogative  of  his  post  of  power,  to  claim  implicit  belief  to 
his  official  affirmation  ;  but  if  he  did  so,  he  ought  to  recollect, 
that  he  justified  the  same  pretences  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Minister.  Tlie  latter  had  officially  declared  them  to  be  the 
fubjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.     He  not  only  dcclarevf 
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itfu.    The  case  wag  ^rgu^4  for  severaj  d?kys,  ^4  Uie  court 
^'^'^   cled4ed,  ti|>^t  \m}Hg  lieei)  in  ci^tq^y  by  cuf4er  of 


^o  in  th^  Erst  ia^Uociiy  but  aft«rwar4«l  praved  xt«     He  kftd  «i» 
ficially  pointed  them  out  by  ik^  naxH^  uodffv  which  the^  tub* 
i^itud  to  be  arr6ttq4*     On  Jone^  w^  fbuad  t  nsord  with  the 
British  arms.      Cotlld  wfk  h^^  h^9.  JHftified,  a/tor  drcunu 
atances  of  so  strong  a  nati^^  \%  revising  our  entire  belief  ta 
the  official  declamt;KM;k  off  tl^:  S^iti$h  Ministevy  and  of  denying 
it  to  tho«a  of  the  Mini^fr  %S  tl^ft  Repviblic.     The  Minist«r  of 
£ngland|  infbnji^ed  of  t^q  <^f$K>9iti(in  of  that  of  th?  Repablia^ 
dem^^Mied  their  being  df]ji,^r94  «p.  with  greater  Tehomence^  ind 
joining  Xa  hii|  4^in9^4  th»  isQtfi,  irieknlt  xpenacet,  gave  na  9M>7 
reason  to  apprel^end.  tW  vt9^8t  reiientment  on  the  part  of  h«  go* 
veramei^t.  iQiploffva^i^  char^tcir^Qf  the  higheal  r«speet  and  eaUrm 
|Aaii;itAlned|  th?^  all  tb^se  fd^t^  and  many  esankpiea  in  hij^toirp^ 
ipiilitated  in  favour  p(  the  ^emafid^  of  ths  Briti^  gavemsffitA 
Among  the  examples}  whi<^h  were  cittd^  thf  y  chiefly  reHed  upoA 
tl^ arrest  of  the  famjpiis  Ti^n^k*  who*,  although  ii\ theiKnrfice  at 
I^ussia^  wa^  arrested  at  ]>a9t9ic»  at  the  deail-e  of  the.  PFuaaiaiit 
minister,  and  sent  to  thai  power  as  a  Prussian  subject :   Fcgord^ 
less  at  the  ssune  time  of  the  njyenacea  of  Englaady  a^nd  the  fsroo 
of  these  plausible  arguments,  we  thought  we  could  oAi  cqh* 
duct  ourselves  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner,  than  by  eittipott- 
ing  the  decision  of  this  delicate  a&ir  to  a  Prince,  who,  united 
to  the  republic  by  a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance,  had,  at  wall 
as  ourselves,  a  powerful  interest  in  ob^rving  iuid  maintaining; 
the  principles  of  a  strict  neutrality.     These  motiTea  induced  urn 
to  refer  the  affair  to  the  decision  of  the  King  of  Pruaaia  in  hia 
quality  of  First  Prince,  director  of  the  circle  pf  Lower  Saxony, 
and  guarantee  pf  the  neutrality  of  the  north  of  Germany,  and 
and  to  the  Princes  Co.  Directors  of  the  Circle.     It  doea  not  he- 
long  to  us  to  analyse  the  motives,  which  prevented  the  King 
from  deciding.     You   know,  that  notwith^:anding  our  pressing 
folicitations,  the    King  renuuned  always"  undeterminedt      TKn 
Emperor  of  Russia  at  la$t  interfered :    he  did  not  eoofine  UlUv 
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the  British  GovemHient,  durins;  the  time,  which  the     '^°^ 
act  presicribed  for  surrender,  they  were  discharge^i^ 


•elf  to  ▼ain  menaces  during  many  months,  in  which  our  useless 
resistance  continued*  We  were  obliged  to  support  the  weight 
of  the  most  severe  hostility  on  the  part  of  Russia.  His  squa- 
dron commanded  the  north  seas;  and^  blocking  up  the  mouth 
of  th^  Elbe,  took  possession  of  our  ships.  From  information 
2ES  alarming  as  well  founded,  we  apprehended,  if  not  an  ef- 
fecture  occupation  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  troops,  at  least 
their  appearance  before  our  gates,  as  enemies.  In  the  mean  time, 
in  the  midst  of  these  inquietudes,  which  made  us  regard  our 
resistance  as  absolutely  useless,  and  apprehending,  that  by  exx 
posing  ourselves  we  should  not  succeed  in  saving  the  prisoners, 
wt  did  all  in  our  power  to  satisfy  the  French  government,  and 
nothing  was  omitted  for  obtaining  the  privilege  of  detaining; 
tbe  prisoners  till  peace.  We  implored  the  intervention  of  al- 
most cvejpy  poww,  but  all  our  efforts  were  in  vain. 

The  King  of  Pruuia  at  last  declared,  that  he  would  notde« 
cide  on  so  important  an  affair.  The-  unexpected  refusal  of  so 
great  and  powerful  a  govemmtent,  after  so  long  and  profound  a 
silence,  and  at  such  a  period  too,  was  sufficient  to  augment  and 
justify  our  alarms,  and  open  our  eyes  to  the  danger  of  a  longer 
Instance.  The  Emperor,  the  chief  of  the  empire,  at  the 
same  time  joined  his  demand  to  those  of  his  allies,  and  did  not 
dissemble,  that  he  expected  our  resistance  would  no  longer  con  ^ 
dnue,  unless  we  wished  to  be  forced  to  yield  in  the  name  of  th^ 
constitutional  laws  of  the  empire.  Notwithstanding  all  these 
threatening  insinuations,  we,  however,  resorted  to  a  last  at- 
tempt ;  and  offered  to  solicit  the  Government  of  the  Republic, 
that  the.  prisoners  should  be  exchanged  for  some,  other  prisoners 
of  rank  taken  from  the  coalesced  powers :  but  this  had  no 
better  success- than  any  of  our  former  endeavours.  We  however 
at  that  time  made^  and  have  since  renewed  our  most  pressing 
solicitation*  to  the  British  government  to  mitigate  the  fate  of 
tho prisoner*.     Sucb  are-  the  real  fact*  of  thlsr  unfortunate  c vcn^ 
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1803,     though  remanded  to  prison.      Foiled  in  their  first 
eflPort  to  procure  a  legal  title  to  Mr.  Tandy's  blood. 


■ 

If,  Citizens  Corisuls,  you  consider  without  prejudice,  and  re- 
flect equitably  upon  the  line  of  conduct,  which  our  delicate 
and  greatly  exposed  situation  obliged  us  to  adopt,  you  will  be 
easily  conviuced,  that  it  was  absolutely  impossible,  after  a  year's 
fruitless  efforts,  for  us  to  persist  in  any  longer  resistance.  Our 
ruin  and  entire  annihilation  would  have  been  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence ;  and  even  without  answering  any  purpose,  as  we  haTC 
shewn.  The  only  means  we  had  of  preserving  ourselves,  was 
that  of  trusting  to  the  generosity  of  the  French. '  We  dare 
flatter  ourselves,  Citizens  Consuls,  that  you  will  jusiify,  by  the 
return  of  your  friendship  and  benevolence,  that  confidence,- 
which  the  unmerited  severity  of  the  Directory  has  not  entirely 
efFaced  from  our  souls.  And  we  trust,  that  after  having  by 
your  wisdom  weighed  every  circumstance,  you  will  not  hesitate 
in  putting  a  stop  to  the  severe  measures,  which  the  Directory' 
has  taken  and  decreed  against  this  city.  Receive,  at  the  same 
time,  the  homage  of  our  respect. 

Given  under  the  common  seal  of  our  city,  the  16th  -P.ecem- 
ber,  1799. 

By  the  Burgomasters  and  Senate  of  the  Free  and  Im- 
perial City  of  Hamburgh, 

F.  A.  Wagxer, 

Licentiate^  and  First  President. 

Bonctpartey  First  Consul  of  the  Republic^  to  the  Burgomasters 
and  Senate  of  the  Free  and  Imperial  City  of  Hamburgh, 

Paris,  9thl^^ivose,  (8th  year)   30th  Dec.   1799. 

Sirs, 
We  have  received  your  letter.     It  does  not  justify  your  con- 
duct.    Courage  and  virtue  preserve  states.     Cowardice  and  vice 
destroy  them.      You    have    violated  the   laws   of   hospitality, 
JSuch  an  cvcr.t  could  not  have  happened  among  the  most  barba* 
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they  transmitted  him 'to  LiflTord,  to  be  tried  for 
high  treason,  committed  in  the  County  of  Donegal, 
by  having  landed  in  a  hostiie  manner,  out  of  the 
Anacreon,  on  the  island  of  Rutland.  /I here  was 
he  confined  for  seven  months  before  he  was  brought 
to  trial.  The  7th  of  April,  1801,  was  appointed 
for  his  %n^y  before  Judge  Chamberlain  and  Judge 
Fox  :  several  applications  to  put  it  off  were  refused 
by  the  court,  and  several  law  arguments  and  ob- 
jections to  the  proceedings  over-ruled.  Mr.  Tandy 
thanked  his  Counsel  for  their  ingenuity  arid  zeal, 
but  wished  to  spare  the  court  and  them  any  further 
trouble.  With  dignified  firmness,  he  said,  he  dis- 
dained a  falsehood,  admitted  the  truth  of  every 
thing  set  forth  in  the  indictment,  and  pleaded 
guihy.  The  Judges  humanely  dissuaded  him  from 
it  J  for  that  sentence  of  death  must  instandy  fol- 
low. He  was  fully  apprized,  he  said,  of  the  awful 
sentence,  which  was  to  be  passed  upon  him.  He 
trusted,  he  was  able  to  meet  it  with  the  resignation 
of  Sa  christian  and  the  fortitude  of  a  man.  His  son, 
Mr.  James  Tandy,  and  several  of  his  relatives  and 
friends  were  present  in  the  court,  when    Mr.  J. 


rous  hordes  of  the  desart.  Your  fellow  citizens  must  for  ever 
reproach  you.  The  two  unfortunate  men,  whom  you  have  de- 
livered up  will  die  illustrious.  But  their  blood  shall  work  more 
evil  on  the  heads  of  their  persecutors,  than  a  whole  army  would 
hare  done. 

(Signed)  Bonaparte. 

HuGU£«  B.  Maret,  the  Secretary  of  State, 


1801. 
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^*o<*  Chamberlain  pronounced  the  dreadfid  sentence  o£ 
the  law ;  it  was  ordered  to  be  carried  into  execti* 
lion  on  the  4th  of  the  ensuing  month,  of  May.* 
Mr.  Tandr  Two  days  after  the  sentence  had  been  pronounced, 
**"  *  Sir  John  Stewart,  his  majesty *s  Attorney  General^ 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  A.  Marsdenj,  dated  qi> 
the  6th  of  April,  apprizing  hLm  officially^  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  had  on^  that  day  received  a  letter 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  stating,  thathi&Ma^ 
iesty  had  been  ^aciously  jdeased  to  paedon^Mr; 
Tandy./  Mr.  Marsden,  however,,  had  his  £eani%  duib 
the  letter  would  not  have  arriyed  in-  time  to  prevvnfr 
the  trial.  Sir  Jolm  Stewart  handed  it:  o^er  tO'Ms^ 
James  Tandy,  who  was  at  hds  house^  w^iv  it  caflM 
to  haxid.  He  con^atulated  the  son  upon  the  S0a^ 
vity  of  lus  <  Father 'sJife;  but  nothing  was  at  ibai 
time  either  suggested  or  attended  to,^  in.  regard  ta 
his  liberadon  from,  confiaemant.  Notwkhstandi^ 
the  King^  pardon,  shortly  after  Lord  Hainricka 
^  had  a;^iU3:^d  the  reigns,  of  goveoirnnaent,.  he  had 
i&sued.an  order^  for  the  immediate^  executio^r  c^  Mi;.^ 
N.  Tandy.  How  far  and  in  what  manner  tbepoovm 
ers  of   oblbdon,   ia.  so  important  a  naattex:,  had 

*  Mr.  Tandy,  henceforth,  was  dealt  with  8epaM*a,teIy  froiji  bii 
fellbw  prisoners.  Mr.  Corbett  escaped  out  of  prison  in  female 
attire,  on  the  12th  of  February,  1801.  Mr.  H;  M;  Mprrev, 
after  an  imprisonment  of  three  years  and  seventeen  days,  was 
discharged  on  the  10th  December,  1801,  when  the  suspensioii. 
•f  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  had  expired,  upon  giving  Bail  foF 
keeping  the  peace  for  seven  years,  Mr.  Blackwell  wa«  dn* 
charged  at  the  same  ttme,  but  refused  to  give  any  bail. 
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operated  upon  Sir  John  Stewart  and  Mr.  Marsden,  **^ 
^  ao  shoft  a  i^ce  of  time,  is  incomprehensible, 
'When  Mr.  James  Tandy  naturally  referred  to  the 
Kiog's  pardon,  he  was  reviled  and  threatened  with 
a  st^te  prosecution,  -for  having  dared  to  set  up  a 
fictitious  pardon.  Great  however  was  the  confusion 
on  production  of  the  original  letter.  Mr-  Marsden 
h94  liot  the  hardihood  to  deny  his  own  hand  wri- 
ting. Mr.  James  Tandy  threatened  to  give  every 
notoriety  to  their  insidious  attempt  to  spill  his 
fktker's  blood,  after  the  King  had  pardoned  him. 
A  eabinet  council  was  convened,  and  the  order  for 
exertion  was  instantly  recalled.  Base  and  incredi- 
ble were*  the  shifts,  subterfuges  and  fabrications,  to 
^xdlich  that  weak  Government  resorted,  in  order 
10  keep  out  of  sight  the  effect  of  Bcmaparte's 
having  reclaimed  Mr.  Tandy  as  a  French  General, 
and  General  Brune's  having  in  eonsequene  of  the 
I>uke  of  York's  promise,  to  render  it  available, 
delivered  up  General  Don,  who  had  forfeited  his 
1^  as.  a  spy.  An  official  proposal  was  opened  .to 
Mr.  James  TEmdy,  that  his  father  should  be  trans- 
ported  to  Botany  Bay,  which  was  indignantly 
rqected.  On  which'  alturing  offers  and  'vindictive 
tkreafos  teere  attemately  held  out  to  hirrij  to 
indiKe  his  father  to  a  voluntary  transportation,  and 
in  ease  of  his  non-compliance,  the  everlasting  ven^ 
geance  and  resentment  of  Government  were  empha* 
|£m^  pronounced  agmnst  the  son. 

♦  Vide  Mr.  James  Tandy's  appeal  to  the  public,  dedicated  to  • 
the  Prisce  of  Wakt,  2d  edition!;  Dublin,  1807i  which  unfolds 
» tale  almost  as  incredible  a;i  inhuman. 
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1902.  ^  Mr.  James  Tandy  was  inexorable  to  their 
jBa8c  at-  demands  of  transportating  his  father  to  Botany 
MT-rLTaVs  B^y?  with  common  felons,  and  defied  them  to 
**^^-  execute  sentence  of  death  after  his  Majesty*s  par- 

don. Sir  John  Stewart  so  far  let  down  the  dignity 
of  his  high  office,  as  to  adnwt,  that  it  had  not  been 
in  contemplation  of  Lord  Cornwallis'  administration 
to  transport  him  to  Botany  Bay  j  but  that  he  might 
thank  his  own  diabolical  conduct  for  the  measures 
he  had  obliged  Lord  Hardwicke's^  Government  to 
adopt  towards  him.  He  then  stated  "  that  Mr. 
*^  Tandy's  conduct,  since  he  had  been  confiii^  ilj 
"  LifFord  prison,  was  such,  in  broaching  the  most 
"  horrid  doctrines,  so  as  to  raise  a  degree  of  rebel* 
•^  lion  and  disaffection  in  the  North  of  Irdaiid. 
"  I'hat  the  Judges,  who  went  the  last  north-tirest 
"  circuit,  were  obliged  to  give  .an  official  report  to 
"  Government,  on  tliat  subject ;  which  had  obliged 
"Lord  IIar\vicke  to  come  to  tlie  fixed  and  final 
"  determmation  of  sending  Mm  to  Botany  Bay. 
^'  That  it  was  within  his  (Sir  John  Stewart's)  own 
"  knowledge ;  and  the  Judges  were  obliged  to 
"  make  that  report,  after  a  mature  and  strict  in- 
"  vtstigation.*"  Those  Judges,  (Ftnucane  and 
Day^)  when  called  upon  to  recognize  the  report, 
as  men  of  honor,  refused  to  lend  their  names  to  so 
foul  a  conspiracy,  and  declared  it  to  be  an  entire 
fabrication  and  falsehood.  They  had  made  no 
such  report :  had  received  no  complaint  against 
Mr,  Tandy's  conduct,  whilst  confined  in  Lifibrd : 

*  Vide  Mr.. James  Tandy's  Jippeal  to  tha  public,  p.  IDS* 
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thsy  had  on  the  contrary  heard,  that  he  had  con-  *«<»• 
ducted  himself  there  with  the  most  exemplary 
propriety.  Detected  in  that  base  attempt  to  cover 
their  own  deception  under  the  forged  acts  of  upright 
men,  they  pitifully  returned  to  lure  and  supplication. 
If  Mr.  James  Tandy  would  not  persevere  in  his 
opposition  to  the  intentions,  wishes,  and  determi- 
nation of  men  high  in  power,  he  might  look  for- 
ward to  their  countenance  and  favor ;  in  a  word, 
if  he  would  consent  to  his  father's  being  sent  oflF  to 
Botany  Bay,  (they  entirely  disregarded  Mr.  N. 
Tandy's  acquiescence,)  he  would  make  staunch 
£riends  instead  of  inveterate  enemiies.  They  ran 
rapidly  through  all  degrees  of  concession,  recan- 
tation and  accommodation;  but  they  appeared 
supereminently  anxious  to  prevent  Mr.  James  Tandy 
from  communicating  with  Lord  Comwallis,  then 
at  Aipiens,  to  whom  he  begged  leave  to  write, 
which  was  refused. 

Mr.  Secretary  Abbott  sent  for  Mr.  James  Tandy  Contri- 
to  disclaim  and  contradict  Sir  John  Stewart's  tale  of  ooTem- 
the  Judges'  report.  "  He  had  it  in  command  from  ^"nst 
**  his  Excellency,    to    acquaint  him  '  (Mr.   James  Mr.Ta.dy. 

Tandy)  that  it  was  not  in  any  respect  owing  to 

the  subsequent  conduct  of  Mr.  Tandy,  that  his 
*'  Excellehcy  was  induced  to  come  to  the  fixed  and 
final  determination  of  iramporliag  him  to  Botany 

iiay.^*  On  Mr.  James. Tandy's  observing,  that 
what  the  Attorney  General  had  said,  must  then 
have  been  an  utter  fabrication,  Mr.  Abbott  replied, 
"  Sivy  I  know  nothing  of  the  Attorney  General^  ./ 


cc 
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iMt  €t  j^^^  if  i^  tmmmd  h  mu  what  t  k^'%  dorn^  i 
**  cannot  enter  into  discmision  ^  the  subj^t.'^  Mr* 
Attorney  General,  in  syttiptthy  with  ths  f^efiiigl 
of  the  father  and  $my  fnade  ft  tA/^  &f  (dSeH^g  M 
the  part  of  Ctovenimeiit)  thi^  td  av^d  th^  objeCr 
tions  of  sadiing  tn  the  sam^  vtmtl  with  iKxiVicts,  li  - 
ship  should  be  ordered  round  from  Portsmouth  to 
convey  Mr.  Tandy  to  New  Soutk  Wale»<  Th» 
ofEcial  mouth  piece  of  OovernD^m,  D)% .  this  Otscft- 
don  particularly,  ^es^red  Mr.  J^stes  TaAdy^  '^  th&t 
<*-  all  that  tras  required.  Was  tMrely  the  name  Of 
**  transpcfrtation^  in  order  to  strike  terror  ifito 
^'  Others :  and  that  he  wotdd  pledge  hk  hoMii^  l£ 
^^  he  acquiesced,  that  his  f^her  sho^d  be  IdMtkd 
^^  wherever  he  pleased^  that  it  might  appear  tO  f hib 
^^  worlds  as  if  he  had  made  his  es^pe  m  8ea%^'  Afvst 
a  kpse  of  abotit  three  weeks,  llki  JL  Martiden  freltt 
for  Mn  James  TMfdy,  and  suggested^  that  he  h^ 
some  hopes  his  Excellency  might  be  ilklu^ed  10 
ad<^t  more  lenient  measurei^  towards  Mr.  Tandy,  in 
consequence  oi  his  advanced  age^  Would  ht  ndt, 
taid  he^  wisli  to  obtain  leave  to  go  to  Am^ca,  or 
even  Portugal  ?  Mr.  James  Tandy  ref^ed^  thaS  he 
knew  the  former  disa^eed  with  his  health  and  the 
latter  did  not  suit  his  inclination.  But  since  lenient 
measures  Were  to  be  adopted  towards  hinij  why 
not  permit  him  to  reside  in  England  j.  secxuity  to 
any  amount  was  ready  to  be  given  for  his  conduct. 
An  immoveable  negative  ^^s  put  upon  any  part  of 
the  British  dominions.  Mr.  Tandy  was  written  to, 
in  order  that  he  might  express  his  option  j  he  chosei 
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FVance,  conceiving  fahnself  to  have  been  adc^)ted  by 
lihat  country:,  and  no  longer  a  British  subject. 
This  was  instantly  refused  by  Mr.  Marsden ;  but  in 
t5eiy  fiew  days  was  acceded  to.  He  was  sent  from 
LiflFord,  given  in  charge  to  his  son,  and  confined 
m  Wicklow  gaol,  until  a  neutral  vessel,  (the  Lovely 
Nanny),  then  freighting  in  the  port  of  Dublin,  ioi 
Bourdeaux,  should  be  ready  to  sail.  In  the  course 
of  some  days  Mr.  James  Tandy  attended  his  Father 
in'  a  wherry,  and  saw  him  on  board  the  Lov^ 
Nanny,  from  which  he  landed  safe  at  Bourdeaux. 
Mr.  Marsden  objected  to  his  being  brou^it  to 
KBmainham,  on  account  of  his  friends,  who  would 
naturally  want  to  visit  him  there.  Whilst  he  was 
confihed  at  Wicklow,  Mr.  Marsden  frequently  sent 
£or  Mr.  James  Tandy,  and  discovered  the  most 
ruffled  smsdety,  that  his  father  should  sail  immedi« 
atdy.  fti  one  df  those  interviews,  Mr.  Marsden 
made  it  a  particular  request  of  Mr.  James  Tandy, 
**  that  he  would  prevent  any  exultations  on  the 
•*  QccasioD,  from  being  expressed  in  his  own  family, 
**  and  also  amongst  his  friends,  which  would,  after 
^  what  had  passed,  be  very  unpleasant  to  the 
**  feelings  of  Lord  Hardwicke.*'* 

^  No  wonder>  that  such  ba^e  and  imbecile  tools  of  GoTernment 
«ko«ld  vnsAk  to  smother  the  feelings  of  the  public  on  their  mis* 
Csrliage  in  so  inept  «nd  crimiiAl  an  effort  at  deception.  What 
low  and  complicated  criminality  has  been  resorted  to»  in  order 
to  palliate*  justify  or  conceal  the  conduct  of  ministers  in  violating 
die4fightt  of  neutrality  and  the  independance  of  Hamburgh,  in 
imXMtkg  our  inilitBry  honor  and  national   faith  to  GQAcral 
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^  '^^^\      Few  legislative' acts  of  importance,  affecting  Ire- 

irith  fioan-  land,  Were  passed  in  the  first  session  of  the  Imperial 

y^,*g^^  ^'"*  parliament,  during  the  viceroyalty  of  Lord  Hard- 

wicke.     The   most  interesting  of  all  the  debates 

Brune  and  in  smothering  a  forced  submission  to  tbe  demands  of 
the  enemy,  under  the  semblance  of  lenity  and  reality  of  the 
unjust  persecution  of  British  subjects.  The  reception,  which 
Mr..  Tandy  met  on  his  landing  at  Bourdeaux,  shows,  that  France 
never  lost  «ight  of  the  reclamation  of  their  General.  He 
trai  hailed  with  military  honors,  the  whole  town  wa;s  iUuminated, 
and  he  was  promoted  from  the  rank  of.  General  of  Pri|radey  to 
that  of  General  of  Division.  Mr.  Ji  Tandy  asserts  potitivelj, 
(page  119)  that  through  a  communication  from  Monsieur  Otto 
the  French  Minister  in  London,  whilst  his  Father  was  in 
Wicklow  Gaol,  Bonaparte  had  sent  directions  to  his  Brother 
.Joseph^  not  to  sign  the  treaty  of  peace  till  General  Tandy 
should  have  been  first  restored  to  the  bosom  of  France.  In  fiict 
he  landed  at  Bourdeaux  on  the  14th  and  the  definitive  treat  j 
was  signed  on  the  27th  of  March,  1802.  Mr.  James  Tandy 
was  also  assured  of  that  circumstance  by  General  Matthi^u, 
-  commanding  the  southern  district,  when  after  the  peace  he 
went  to  see  his  Father  in  Bourdeax. 

The  true  grounds  of  General  Tandy's  pardon  and  liberation  ap- 
pear also  frofn  a  letter,  which  that  Gentleman  thought  proper  to 
write  to  Lord  Pelham,  on  the  30th  of  Nivose,  1803,  from-Bonr* 
'  deaux.  It  had  come  to  his  ears,  that  in  a  debate  on,the  malt  bill  in 
the  house  of  Peers  in  England  j  that  Noble  Lord  as  well  as  Lord 
Spencer  had  asserted,  that  Mr.  Tandy  owed  his  life  to  the  useful 
informations  and  discoveiies  he  had  given  to  the  British  GvOTftm- 
ment,  which  ke  declared  to  be  a  mean  and  audacious  falsehood. 
He  then  continues.  **  Had  you  been  content  with  saying^that 
**  there  were  particular  circumstances  in  my  case,  you  would 
not  have  swerved  from  the  truth,  for  you  kiiow  all,  although 
you  have  suffered  only  a  part  to  appear.  With  respect  to 
my  life,  I  never  thought  I  owed  any  gratitude  to  your  GoTerar 
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were  upon  the  state  of  the  Irish  finances.    Mr.  ^^^^ 
Corry,   the  Chancellor  of  the  Irish   Exchequer, 
Stat  d  in  detail,  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
separate  charges  for  Ireland  for  the  services  of 
the  current  year,  was  ^3,298,555,   and  the  joint 
charge  borne  by  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  for  the 
like  services,   amounted  to   ^4,129,000;    so  that 
the  entire  charge  of  Ireland  to  be  provided  for 
vx  the  year  amounted  to  «&7,428,425.     Mr.  Foster, 
who  had  for  so  many  years,  jointly  with  Lord  Claxfi 
and  Mr.  Beresford,  monopolized  and  managed  the 
political  and  fiscal  powers  of  Ireland,  contradicted 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Oorry.    Mr.  Pitt's  firmness 
in  not  submitting  to  the  exorbitancy  of  Mr.  Foster's 
tenns  for  supporting  the  Union,  when  he  found 
It  could  be  carried  without  it,  had  driven  Mr.  Foster 
into  a  resentful  opposition  to  that  system,  which 

**  ment  for  it.  I  owed  my  life  to  the  great  and  generous 
**  people  to  the  first  of  men,  to  the  hero,  the  pacificator,  who 
^  aaidy  that  if  I  fell,  I  should  fall  with  eternal  lustre.  It  is 
''  for  the  cause  of  that  people  that  I  am  ready  to  shed  the  last 
<«  drop  of  my  blood.  I  can  recapitulate  with  satisfaction  my 
**  past  life,  spent  in  the  service  of  my  country  ;  whilst  I  look 
**  with  pity  and  contempt  upon  those,  who  by  prostituting 
<<  themselves;  have  been  raised  to  the  first  offices  of  the  state. 
**  I  am  more  proud  of  the  name  of  prench  Citizen^  than 
«*  that  of  the  rank  of  a  titled  slave.  I  am,  my  Lord,  with  the 
**  same  sentiments  I  have  always  entertained  and  cherished,  long 
**  before  I  knew  you  a  petty  Secretary  of  the  Castle  of  JDublin, 
♦•  a  fiifnd.  of  universal  benevolence^  and  an  enemy  of  those  pnly,  . 
*«  who  built  their  fortune  upon  the  ruin  of  their  country." 

■    Vol.  I.         .  L 
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ifes,  he  had  ^pent  the  \ngdr  of  hid  political  career  i» 
forwarding.  It  was  with  regret,  he  sfeid^  he  found 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  difTering  from  tbfe 
kight  Honorable  Gentleman  >^th  respect  to  many 
of  his  most  important  statemfents.  Mr,  'Wlckhaiii 
sorely  complained,  that  Mr.  FoiteTi  to  sbit  the 
purpose  of  his  argument  for  the  moment,  eitiiit 
praised  or  blamed  the  officer^,  who  made  t^  the 
accounts  of  the  finances  of  Irelattd^  the  same  per- 
sons becoming  the  objects  of  his  panegyric  or  cen- 
sure, as  best  suited  his  observation  or  humotm 
Mr.  Foster  insisted,  that  he  had  neither  said  iter 
done  any  thing,  but  whar  an  upright  meikfber  df 
parliament  was  called  upon  to  do.  This  ^m&  ttei9f 
language  from  the  mouth  of  Mr.  Foster;  Th4 
most  material  and  instructive  observations^  tliat 
fell  from  him  on  that  occasion.  Were :  That  «U 
though  it  had  been  acknowledged,  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  current  year  would  be  con^derably 
less,  than  they  had  been  in  the  pi^ecixfing  year, 
yet  a  million  more  was  borrowed  fir  thfe  pfcfSi&ni 
than  for  the  last  year.  The  inference  tb  be  dr^wn 
from  that  measure,  (for  various  union  purj(K)ses) 
was  too  obvious  to  be  mentioned.  The  revenue 
was  then  collected  at  a  much  lighter  rat*  of  ex- 
pense, than  it  had  b^en  in  1782,  when  it  was  at 
11/.  l2s.  Aid.  per  cent.  The  revenues  of  thfe  Pdst- 
olEce  were,  at  the  thlie  he  was  speaking,  codected 
at  the  enormous  expenditure  of  224/1  per  cent. 
In  1800,  the  amount  of  grants,  pensions^  &c,  oa 
that  score,  was  34,000/.}    in  1802»  51  »oeoA{  tmd 
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that  encfea^  o(  17,000/.  was  in  a  faffing  year.  In  ^^f?'. 
1861,  the  decrease  of  exported  linen  was  5,000,000 
yaards.  Mr.  Wickham  officiaBy  arraigned  Mr.  Fos- 
fet  of  wilftdly  making  false  assertions,  and  highly 
pihyfgmteA  the  judicious  efforts  of  his  predecessor 
»  office  to  ceeonomize  in  the  collection  of  the  re- 
value :  the  fruits  of  which  there  bad  not  then 
t)€*^n  time  t^  reap. 

Tile  Parliament  *  having  been  prorogued  to  the  DUtoluti- 
17th  of  August,  his  Majesty  issued  a  proclamation  lUm^^* 
<3tk  tile  29th  of  June  for  dissolving  the  present  and 
calling  a  new  Parliament.  The  business  of  elections 
rf  cdturse  took  up  a  considerable  part  of  the  sum- 
met.  Mr.  Addington  affected  to  have  taken  the 
liihgukiF  resolution  of  using  no  ministerial  influence 
or  IVeasury  interference  in  the  elections.  The 
elisction  for  Dul]^  displayed  a  new  scene  of  inter- 
nal poHtioJ,  in  consequence  of  the  Union.  The 
late  Members  for  that  city,  Messrs.  Ogle  and  J,  C. 
Beresford,  were  put  into  nomination  by  Charles 
Ward^  and  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Ogle  was  sup- 

*  The  warmest  and  moit  interetting  debates  of  thi»  sessioni 
wtra  not  upon  Irish  objects :  but  upon  the  payment  of  the 
•mars  of  the  eivil  list,  which  amounted  to  about  one  million. 
On  Mr.  Nicholl's  motion  of  thanks  to  his  Majesty  for  dispussing 
ICn  Pitt  from  his  councils :  cm  the  vote  of  thanks  froni  the 
House  of  Commons  to  Mr.  Pitt  for  his  eminent  services,  and 
«pon  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  The  changes  in  the  French 
fovenunent^  viz.  the  voting  of  Bonaparte  the  Chief  Consult 
iitt  for  Xftm  years  a»d  thtu  for  life,  wcryi  fdsp  sir9ngly  noticfd* 
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]^*_  .  ported  by  the  Lord  Mayor.  John  Latouche,  jun.. 
Esq.  was  put  up  by  William  Colville,  and  Sir 
Jonah,  (then  Mr.)  Barrington,  was.  proposed  by 
Mr  Grattan,  and  the  niotion  was  seconded  by 
Mr*  George  Ponsonby ;  wlio  took  this  opportunity 
of  complimenting  the  public  spirit,  independent 
conduct,  and  political  purity  of  Sir  Jonah  Bar- 
rington  ;  notwithstanding,  the  tJnion  had  been  the 
only  great  political  question,  on  which  that  Gen- 
tleman had  not  opposed,  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr.  G. 
Ponsonby,  and  their  political  friends.  The  shew 
of  hands  was  declared,  as  upon  the  poll  it  turned 
out,  to  be  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Beresfbrd  and  La 
Touche*.  Whether  or  no,  it  were  with  a  yiew 
of  forwarding  the  interests  of  the  late  members 
of  the  city,  who  were  proioinent  Orangemen,  or. 
from  other  accidental  motive,  it  so  happened,  that 
the  anniversary  commemoration  of  the  battle  of 
Aughrim,  on  the   12th  of  July,  was  this  year  «>- 

•  When  Mr.  Grattan  presented  himself  to  vote  for  Sir  Joutk 
Barrington,  Mr.  GifFard  objected  to  his  competency,  as  having 
been  disfranchised  by  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  in  1798.  The 
rival  Candidates  disclairrpd  any  \vish  to  ^vail  themselves  of  such 
an  illiberal  advantage.  Mr  G rattan's  competency  was  howevef 
established,  inasmuch,  ss  the  act  of  his  disfranchisement  vwit 
not  recorded  in  the  original  Hall,  and  his  name  still  stood  oa 
the  records  of  the  Town  Clerks'  office.  Before  Mr.  Grattan 
voted,  be  thus  forcibly  expressed  his  feelings  O^n  Ml*.  Giffard's 
object  ior. ;  to  which  no  reply  was  attempted  by  the  objector,  or 
any  of*  his  Orange  associates.  "  The  objection  comes  from  the 
«  hired  traducer  of  his  country :  the  excommunicated  of  bit 
**  fellow-citizens,  the  unpunished  ruffian,  the  bigotted  agitator^ 
**  the  regal  rebel.  In  the  city  a  firebrand  :  in  the  court  a  liar; 
"  in  £he  street  a  bully  :    and  in  the  field  a  coward." 
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lemnizcd  with  more  than  its  ordinary  pomp.  The  ^^'  - 
statue  of  King  William,  in  College-green,  was  most 
superbly  decorated  with  Orange  colours,  and  se» 
vera!  corps  of  yeomanry  paraded  round  it  in  the 
course  of  the  day.  In  the  evening,  the  conduct 
of  the  yeomanry,  and  the  spirit  of  this  ill-judged 
and  mischievous  commemoration,  so  worked  on 
the  popular  feelings,  that  tlie  most  serious  conse- 
quences were  apprehended,  Mr.  Alderman  Stamer 
failed  in  his  endeavours  to  prevent  outrages ;  some 
yeomen  were  beaten  to  the  ground.  Major  Swan 
was  knocked  down  and  severely  wounded:  nor 
wa^  the  mob  dispersed,  until  Alderman  Darley  ar 
rived  with  a  large  party  of  the  Castle  guard.  Some 
(perhaps^,  the  less  guilty)  of  the  populace  were 
taken  and  severely  punished.  Attempts  were  made 
to  raise  this  expression  of  popular  soreness  into 
a  general  spirit  of  disaffection,  and  a  renovation 
of  rebellion.  Nothing  however  could  be  traced 
beyond  the  temporary-  and  local  outrage  upon  the 
popular  feeling,  from  this  senseless  annual  ovation 
of  th^  ascendancy,  lately  rendered  more  poignantly 
degrading  by  the  ferocity  and  gro\\ang  power  of 
the  Orange  societies. 

When  Ireland  had  scarcely  ndlied  from  the  con- causes  of 
vulsive  effects  of  the  late  political  disturbances,  and  Sj^contci^t. 
the  pressure  of  the  last  years  scarcity,  it  was  to  be 
expected,  that  discontent,  the  sure  concomitant  of 
misery,  should  show  itself  in  the  conduct  of  many 
of  the  sufferers.  With  much  address  and  persever- 
ance had  the  fairest  promises  been  made  of  encreasing 
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^*!!l.  prosperity  and  happiness  to  the  people  friMU  le^fi^r 
tive  Union,  and  a  deluded  pepjAe  natiiraJJy  laid 
every  new  pr^ssur^  and  hardship  to  the  ^p^^ant 
of  their  disappointmeDt.  Tlijs  cr^ops  of  th^  ye^r 
1802  had  a  pro^^ng  appe^rance^  bi^  tiU  re;af^» 
gave  no  rdiief  to  a  starving  pea^airtfy  £xp^  th^ 
deficiencies  p£  the  preceding  y,ear.  The  r<epl  :60^r(5JH:y 
enhanced  the  price  of  iiecess^^es,  to  ^  a^ii^  isit  tji^ 
same  dnt^e  curtailed  the  nrveans  ^of  <employi|i^  j^j^KW^ri- 
er€,  which  drove  oaany  ^  the  Jour^r  .ori(iei^  6?iWP^ 
their  usual  residence,  i^  search- ^  the  ^e^a^  i^f 
acquiring  a  bsixe  subsi^enc^,  Tk^^  lecni^f^s  fA 
search  pf  la^bour  ^enpre^^ed  the  i^nih^^a^VVEgM^ 
wherever  they  ^rived  j  :amd  ^etf^pcaservstjcjpji  4iig^M« 
ed  the  re^i^^^^ce,  as  well  9^  tl^e  ^appificatk^  ^ 
labour^  In  :$oHie  iQf  the  So^e^  rCoi^ticiS]^  fri^ 
;^  Tipperary,  Wat^rford  ^n4  XiUoiericJs:,  jrhick  W^^ 
considered  to  haye  SruJiered  t^  feasf  fpf^i  tkf^  -iLitt 
scarcity,  and  to  ^ein  the  capacity  lOf  eniplajoi^-^^. 
^e^itest  nuinbe^  of  hsu^d^,  in  a^^icukuce,  i^efjsii^^^§^ 
XiQxis  were  ^^r^  i[nto  by  diflferent  -f^tai^hfi^  ^^ 
districts,  0  employ  no  str^nger^,  ib\3,t  t^  ^ff^^ 
the  whole  labour  of  their  parishes  and  ^^tiic^ 
pmong  their  own  labourer^  ;*  |;jtiiap  prseyentiag..  Mje 
f^ncr^ase  q£  their  own  sufferings  by  ;pppp$i4af  the 
xiiiflux  of  moTie  distressed  &trangei^  wiio  ^{x^Oj^ 
help  to  consume  and  reduce  the  me^iis  pf  €ari»ng  § 
shar:e  of  that  scanty  store,  upon  which  they  J)^4Iy^ 
subsisted.  The  cpntroul  and  jaianagecoent  pf  this 
patuTcil  (gcoppnjy^dictated  by  the  eyigenipy  .of  eirpiina- 
^ance^the inhabitants tookintptheirow^ hapids.  AnA 
Jt  frequently  happened,  that  force  becanae  necessary 
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to  repd  the  pressing  inflipc  of  st^ryii^g  adventurer^  sj^^ 
for  food  aud  labour.    Despair   on  behalf  of  the 
emigrant  intruders,  and  self  defence  on  behalf  of 
the  native  residents,  produced  contests  and  breaph^ 
of  thp  law,  which  the  magistrates  could  not  prevept. 
Too  nxany  of  them  rejoiced  in  the  opportijnity  6f 
rosmning  their  former  severity,  and  treated  thesip 
ccmtests,    about  employing  labourers  from  otbpr 
dii^ricts,  as  political  disturbances,  and  represented 
them  as  such  at  the  Castle,  in  the  hopes  of  having 
the  coilnties  proclaimed.     Out  of  this  unfortunate 
and  imavoidable  som'ce  of   discontent,  naturally 
fk>wed  several  illegal  consequences,  which  called  fpx 
the  prudent  ipterference  of  the  Ilylagistrates*    Lord 
Hardwicke  dedined  resorting  to  martial  law,  .cpo- 
viac^,  that  the  tranquillity  of  these  counties  had 
not  tjeeh  broken  in  upon  by  any  tendency  to  insur- 
rection, he  trusted  that  the  law  oi  th^  land  and  the 
return  of  plenty,  would  remedy  the  evil,  and  he 
i^plvj^d  to  m^e  a  tour  through  the  niost  disturbed 
parts  of  them. 

His  Excellency  in  company  of  Lord  Kilwarden,  viceregal 
Lord  Royston,  Lord  Lindsay  and  Colonel  Littlehales 
visited  some  of  the  principal  Noblemen  and  Gentle- 
OiL^n^  ^  h^  traversed  the  counties  of  Tipperary  and 
LJineiric)^  At  Limerick,  sever^  addresses  were  pre- 
sented, to  him  from  the  Merchants,  the  Mayor, 
Sheriff  and  Citizens,  the  Clergy  and  the  County, 
to  each  of  which  he  gave  appropriate  answers,  and 
^ch  of  his  answers  became  a  new  profession,  that 
conciliation  was  intended  to  b^  the  leading  fe^tur^ 
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^•^  of  ills  Government.*  He  returned  to  D  ublin  about 
Michadnias,  highly  gratified  with  the  flattering, 
expressions  he  had  every  where  received  of  the 
mildness  of  his  Government.  In  order  to  subject  more 
immediately  to  the  inspection  of  Government,  the 
real  situation  of  the  disturbed  countries,  Mr. 
Wicldiam  made  also  a  tour  into  Munster  in  the 
month  of  October.  He  gave  out,  that  his  visit  to 
Cork,  was  to  put  in  train  some  arrangements  for 
the  commercial  interests  of  Ireland.  No  measure 
of  that  tendency  however  followed. 

Pariiapient     The  first  sessiou  of  the  new  Imperial  Parliament' 

meets.  Mr.  * 

Abbot  re-  was  Opened  on  the  1 6th  of  November,  by  a  speech 
Speaker,  from  the  Throue,  which  particularly  noticed  the 
loyalty  and  attachment  of  all  ranks  of  persons  to  hb 
Majesty's  person  and  Government.  His  Majesty 
contemplated  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  the  great 
and  encreasing  benefits  produced  by  that  importatit 

♦  In  his  answer  to  the  County  of  Limerick's  address,  he 
said.  <<  If  in  the  administration  of  his  Majesty's  Govemmeatf 
'*  I  have  been  in  any  degree  instrumental  in  healing  those 
distractions,  which  so  lately  prevailed^  I  shall  feel  particularly 
gratified,  and  you  may  rely  upon  a  continuance  of  my  best 
*•  endeavours  to  promote  an  object,  essential  to  the  improvement 
"  of  those  advantages,  by  which  the  country  is  particularly 
**  favoured,  and  confident  I  am,  from  pztSt  experience  of  your 
"  partial  interpretation  of  my  public  oonduct,  I  shall  persevere 
**  with  the  same  sincerity  and  zeal  in  endeavouring  to  merit  the 
**  approbation  of  those,  "who-  feel  like  you,  an  interest  in  the 
**  peace  ?nd  welfare  of  their  country."  Query,  were  these 
expressions  were  intended  by  his  Excellcney  to  refer  t.*  the 
grczi  r.nd  vital  question  of  emancipation  ? 
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tneasiire,  which  had  united  the  interests,  and  consoli-  ,Jf^ 
dated  the  resources  of  Great  Britain  and  Irdand* 
And  he  recommended,  that  the  improvement  and  ex- 
tension of  those  advantages  should  be  objects  of  their 
unremitting  care  and  attention.  The  speech  had 
no  further  reference  to  Ireland.  Mr.  Abbott,  the 
late  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  was  proposed 
by  Sir  William  Scott,  and  re-elected  without  oppo- 
sition. In  the  debate  on  the  address  to  the  throne, 
Mr.  Fox  observed,  that  there  was  an  expression  iti 
the  speech,  which  was  of  course  echoed  in  the 
address,  relative  to  the  advantages,  which  had  been 
derived  from  the  Union  with  Ireland.  If  he  were 
inclined  to  cavil,  he  might  object  to  that  expression, 
but  he  should  not  object  to  the  address  on  that  ac- 
count. Whatever  his  opinions  might  have  been 
with  regard  to  the  Union  with  Ireland,  that  event 
having  takeii  placed  he  wished  it  might  be  attended 
with  every  possible  success.  Lord-  Hawkesbury, 
referring  to  Mr.  Ktt,  who  was  absent  from  indis- 
position, took  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
opinion,  that  the  necessity  of  emancipating  Ireland 
was  the  sole  cause  of  Mr.  Pitt's  secession.  The  new 
ACnisters,  both  wished  and  professed  to  think  aild 
act  with  Mr.  Pitt  on  every  other  question,  and  Mr. 
Pitt  pledged  himself  never  to  oppose  their  resistance 
of  that  question.  **  With  regard  to  that  event,  I 
**  knaw^  said  Lord  Hawkesbury,  that  no  motive 
**  did  actuate  him  in  quitting  Government,  but  a 
V  sense  of  what  he  thought  a  superior  duty;  a 
**  matter  of  opinion  on  a  great  and  important 
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J^^*  ^  *f  questioia/'     No*  other  Member   even  Qi3iiquely 
toiicfaed  upon  Ireland  in  this  important  debate  :  it 
turned  upon  the  probabHity    of   peace  or    war. 
Lord    Whit  worth    was,  in  the  mean  time,  sent 
Ambassador  to  Paris  ;  yet  rumours  an4  alarms  of 
war  became  prevalent,  though  Ministers  icept  them- 
selves much  on  the  reserve,   whenever  that  topic 
w^s  referred  to. 
Colonel         Three  days  beSoire  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
•on'i^TracV.  ^^^^^  "^vas  thrown  into  considerable  agitation  by 
the  ^prehension  of  Colonel  Edward  Marpus  Despard 
with  Q9  labouring  men  and  sddiers,  at  a  lo^  public 
house,  icalled  the  Oakley  arms  in  Lambeth,^  upon 
upon   tlje  in£3rmatio(i  of  a  sokli^^     They  were 
c^rged  with  hi^  treason  £ar  conspiring  to  compass 
the  death  of  tfa^  King.    It  lu^as  at  the  time  given  out 
and  the  rospprt  was  countenanced  by  Gbvernmeht, 
that  Cdonel  Despard  w^  an  4gent  in  ifhe  pay  at 
t){e  French  Goarernment.    Ho  eiddeoce  oif  it  came 
out  on  die  trial.  The  fiot  was  at  first  magnified  into 
an.  eiUensive  and  deeply  laid  conspiracy  to  mifxider 
the  whole  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  all  the  Ministers 
land  the  Public  Officers  on  the  same  day,  and  totally 
to  subvert  the  Government,  and  form  a  complete 
revokition.    After  every  eftut  to  get  at  the  bottom 
of  this  wretched  and  ^.e^perate  CQnspiracy;^  not  sk 

f  In  as  much  as  Colonel  Desparpl  was  himself,  an  Irishman^ 
and  sonie  of  the  unfortunate  accomplices  in  this  desperate  attempt 
l>ore  Irish  names,  and  their  engagement  appeared  to  bear  tome 
analogy  to  the  obligation  of  tjbe  United  Iri«kiaen>  it  is  cootidfr* 
^  proper  tA.notic:!^  it  io  .tiiis  histAiy. 
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^n^  iniividjial  was  fouod  to  he  concemed  in  it,  ,  ^^\ 
beyond  the  wrcteted  band  of  20,  who  w&c^  xarrested, 
of  whom  10  were  common  soldiers,  and  the  re- 
jj^giwdCT  »rtifii:ers  of  the  lowest  jc^t,  whom  that 
nn^gq^Wiat^  Q)ai)  Jiad  il»e(ji  ^9  infli^nee  mpoa  iii^ 
sedodng  to  his  desperate  puifxoses.  When  they 
were  taken,  there  was  found  upon  one  of  them  a 
pt'int.ed  paper  to  jthe  following  purport.  "  Consfi- 
tjifiqjif  The  ind^pjB.ndence  of  Great  Britain  w4 
{rc^nd-t'^'^u^typf  civil  jaad  ineligjbous  righ|:&T7-Han 
^  AO^e  proi^dsiiCDH  for  the  families  ef  the  heroes, 
^  vho  shall  faH  in  the  contest,  and  a  liberai  reward 
^  for  distinguished  merit.  These  are  the  objects,' 
^  fof  which  we  contend,  and  to  obtain  which  we 

^*  h#ve  uniited.'' 

^^  Jbx  the  awfiil  presence  of  Afcnighty  ©od,  I,  The  «bu- 
^  A.  B.  do  sokamly  declare  to  unite  in  the  above***'**"' 
^  tjbjects,  and  to  use  every  means  in  my  power  to 
^  reoover  those  rights,  y^dcji  the  supreme  being 
«  »  bfe  infinite  bpwty  has  granted  to  3II  men,  w<j 
^^  I.f^ithejT  ple^g^  loyseliy  ^hat  neither  hopes^  jre* 
^^  wacds,  fears  or  piuaishments  shall  induce  me  to 
^  0,ye  -evideaee  against  <Ms  or  any  simik^  Society. 
^  Soliel^.me  j&od.^' 

,  Tep  out  of  the  thirty^  >vho  were  arrested  at  the  Trial  of 
Pakj^y  Sirmswere  wd^ejd,  tried  before  Lord  Ellenhor  morl"*^ 
rioughy^id  found  gu^ty  of  j^yaviiig  .triut(H*ou&ly  conqur 
iMlagauiistius  Majesty'^  pencil,  #)r^wi  ^and  govern* 
ment^or&epurposeofsubvertingthesame  anddian^-f 
|pg  i;he  <70vernment  q£  ^e  |t,isalin.    Sev^n  qf  thej^ 
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IS02.    ^ere  executed,    viz.  Edward    Marcus  DcsjKtrd,^ 
Thomas  Broughton,  John  Wood,  John  Francis,  John 


♦  This  unfortunate  gentleman  was  the  sixth  son  of  a  respectable 
fannily  in  the  Queens  County  ;  he  was  bom  in  the  year,-  1750L 
In  1766  he  entered  the  50th  Regiment,  and  afterwards  obtained 
a  company  in  the  79th  Regiment.  He  was  an  excellent  officer 
and  received  distinguished  marks  of  approbation  from  Generals 
Calcraft,  Meadowes  and  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  In 
1799  he  was  appointed  chief  engineer  to  the  St.  Juan  expedition, 
and  was  particularly  thanked  by  t|ie  Conunander  of  that 
expedition.  >He  was  also  thanked  by  the  council  and  assembly 
of  Jamaica,  for  the  erection  of  public  works,  and  other  'good 
services  in  that  Island,  and  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  ^ 
Jamaica,  to  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  Island  of  Rattan  tnd 
its  dependencies,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  and 
Field  Engineer.  As  such  he  commanded  in  the  Spanish  main^ 
on  the  Mosquito  shore,  and  the  bay  of  Honduras.  He  per- 
formed several  signal  services  on  that  coast,  for  which  he'  was 
thanked  by  the  King.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel 
in  1783,  and  appointed  superintendant  to  his  Majesty's  affairs 
on  the  bay  of  Honduras,  in  which  situation  he  obtained  sonie 
important  privileges  from  the  Crown  of  Spain.  A  party  of  the 
Aatives  lodged  complaints  against  hira  to  our .  Ministers ;  he 
eime  home,  and  demanded  an  investigation  into  his  conduct. 
That  satisfaction  the  Ministers  refused ;  assuring  hin>  that  theUe 
was  no  charge  against  him  worth  investigating.  They  abolished 
the  piHce  of  superintendant,  and  promised  him*  that  his  good 
services  should  be  rewarded.  .  He  was,  hpwever,  totally  forgot- 
ten or  neglected.  Hence  his  mind  was  soured  and  he  became 
di&poscd  to  insurrection.  He  was  thj^ncefbrth  a  suspected  man, 
ana  about  the  beginning  of  the  French  revolution  was  confined 
for  several  weeks  without  any  reason  assigned.  Colone 
Despard  was  again  imprisoned  in  1798,  upon  suspicion,  and 
repeatedly  demanded  a  trial,  which  was  constantly  refused.  ' 
Od  the  expiration  of  the  suspension  act,  he  persisted  in  refusing 
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Sedgewicke  Wratten,  Arthur  Graham,  and  John  ^^^ 
Macnamara*     Three  of  them,   Thomas  Newman, 
Daniel  Tyndale  and  William  Lander  having  been 
recommended  by  the  Jury  to  mercy,  were  respited 
during  his  Majesty's  pleasurje/ 

The  spirit  of  turbulence,  which  had  shown  itself  i>»«tttiban- 

*  '  cesinthcS. 

m  some  parts  of  the  south,  rather  increased  than  put  dow«. 

to  give  bail  for  his  appearance,  and  was  at  length  uncnoditionallj 

released,'  as  he  could  no  longer  be  kept  in  custody,  without  a 

legal  investigation  of  the  charge  brought  against  him. 

Oji  the  21st  of  December,   1798,  on  the  2d,  reading  of  the 

bill,  for  removing  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  Mr. 

Courtney  in  debate  read  the  following  letter  to  the  house,  which 

was  written  by  Mrs.  Despard,  and  is  one  of  the  many  illustrative 

proofs  of  the  mischiefs  of  extending  the  miseries  and  torments 

*of  the  prison  beyond  the  legal  and  constitutional  severity  of  safe 

custody.     *^  Some   mention  having  been  made  in  Newspaper 

**  reports  of  the  house  of  commons,  relative  to  the  treament  of 

•*  Colonial  Despard  in  the  new  prison,  I  think  it  necessary  to 

*^  state,  that  he  was  confined  near  7  months  in  a  dark  cell,  not 

♦*  7  feet  square,    without    fire   or  candle,  chair,  table,  knife, 

••  fork  a  glazed  window,    or  even   a  book.      I  made  sevcnd 

**  applications  in  person  to  Mr.  Wickham,  and  by  letter  to  the 

"  Duke  of  Portland  ;  all  to  no  purpose.    The  20th  of  last  month 

•*  he  was  removed  into  a  room  with  fire :  but  not  till  his  feet 

**  were  ulcerate4  by  a  frost.     For  the  truth  of  this  statement, 

^*  I  appeal  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  JLawless  and  John  Reeves,  Esq. 

'^  who  visited  him  in  prison,  and  at  whose  intercession  he  was 

**  removed.     The  Jailer  will  bear  witness,  that  he  never  made 

•*  any    complaint   of   his  treatment,    however,  severe    it  was, 

•*  This  statement   of  facts   is  >rithout  the  knowledge  of  the 

**  Colpnel,  who  has  served  his  Majesty  30  years,  and  all  his 

**  family  arc  now  in  the iirmy."  (Signed)  v 

Catherine  Despard* 
Befkely.  square. 


'"    *'- 
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.''^^  abated.    Like  idl  p^ptitaf  discc^Mdfit  and  cxkif^a^m^ 
^,^         it  affordi^  a  pretext,  and  the  txieails  tG»  tM  il}6^ 


disof'derly  of  th^  coxiimufihy  of  perpeCfating  ^inM 
tvith  more  facility  and  tinder  greatet  cdnfid^A^  of 
impunity.      By  thfe  judicious  ^xertiorts   of  Lei^d 
Donoitghmore,  Vi^-hosc  seat  (Knockioftyy  is  (^ -the 
bordei^s  of  the  Coufltics  of  Waterford  and  Tij^tmy, 
tranquillity  was  nearly  restored  throughout  that  part 
of  the  country ;  and  In  ord6t  to  obtain  the  ntesf 
satisfactory  information  concerningthe  origin^  nature 
and  tendency  of  the  disturbances  in  the  Coimty  of 
Limerick,    Mr.   Wickham  with  hi^  UiMler-Sed^ 
tary,  Mr.  FUnt,  and  the  Solicitor  Oeiieral  went 
to  Limerick,  and  there  opferied  t  soU:  of  Court  <rf 
Chquify,  where  aii  address  to  the  Lord  lieutenant, 
signed  by  several  of  the  principal  geatry  of  the 
coimty  was  presented  to  them  by  Cokmds  Odell  and 
Vereker^    imploring  the  proclamation  of  martial 
law,  and  an  encrease  of  troops,  as  the  only  mean^ 
of  putting  doWn  the  disturbances.    Providentially 
Mr.  Secretary  Wickham  recommended  it  to  them 
to  rest  satisfied  with  the  ordinary  powers  of  the 
common  law,  until  the  result  of  the  spedai  com* 
mission,  which  had  been  sent  to  Waterford  and 
GJonmeli  should  have  been  ascertained.     Urgent 
applications,  from  a  numerous  set  of  those  Magis* 
trates  of  Tipperary,  who  had  exercised  such  wanton 
cruelties  upon  the  peofde  under  th^  reign  of  terror ^ 
had    been   made  to  the    Castle    oi-  Dublin,    for 
having  their  County  agmn  proclaimed  under  tiie 
insurrectioa  «ct.      The   sound   councils  of  Lord 
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I)cHi6ugbmore  prevailed }  and  a  special  commission:  }^^'^ 
issued  to  Mr.  Justice  Dowhes  and  Mr.  Baron  Oeorgb: 
to  try  the  defatilteris  at  •  Waterford  aiid  Clonmelli 
Mr;  Baron  George  in  his  address  to  the  Grand  Jury- 
at  Cidnmell,  and  alto  to  the  prisoners  before  he 
pasied  sentence  upon  them,  minutely  described  the 
pteliliarity  of  the  circumstances^  which  had  created 
tiie  necesiaty  of  that  spedal  commission,  in .  which 
there  was  hot  a  shade  of  political  tmrbulehce.  *'  In 
**  the  presi&nt  case,  the  crime  of  burglary  (said  he) 
^  ht  all  times  punishable  with  death,  was  aggravate^ 
'*  by  iKome  -peoillar  circumstances.  A  spif*it  of 
^  oppdi»!th)n  to  the  laWs  and  of  contempt  to  the  mOf* 
^^  gistrates  had  produced  a  wicked  and  nnnbus 
^*  Bpi^)ef3  x)f  combination  among  a  iconsiderablii 
**  jpprtium  of  the  peasantry  of  this,  and  sonie  of  the 
**  Adjdkiing  counties  ;  and  it  was  in  furtherance  of 
**  (ilk  dieatrUctive  system,  thattfae  prisoners  attacked 
"  the  hoUfses  with  an  evident  intention  of  destroying 
♦*  the  properties,  and  of  at  least  abusing  the  persons 
^  xrf  honest,  peaceable  and  loyal  men,  fit>ih  whom 
"  they  bad  never  receivied  an  injury,  or  probably  ail 
^  iiiSUlt ;  thus  at  once  outraging  the  ordinaricies  of 
'•  their  <^d,  and  the  laws  of  their  coimtry/* 


♦  It  was  remarkable,  that  the  6  criminals  at  Waterford  an3 
is  V^lio  <^ef e  convicted  at  Cloninellj  Were  all  comirattefd  by  Lold 
IJWftotighfeorej  to  whose  indefatigable  and  judicious  ex^rtioiiiti 
tlj^^  Cott&try  owed  its  saltation  from  a  fresh  insrurrection»  int# 
whidEi  ihkmt  dtsturbancfs  would  soosH  hate  beea  raised  b)r  the 
Terraritts.. 
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1803.  ^fi^g  spirited  and  laudable  example  of  Lord 
Suocestfoi  Donoughmore,  by  whose  individual  exertions  tran- 
of *i^rd*  ^^^ty  had  been  restored  to  the  disturbed  parts 
DoBough-  of  Tipperary  and  Waterford,  was  fortunately  fbl- 
kecp  the  lowed  by  the  Magistrates  of  the  bounty  of  Lime- 
^^^'  rick:  and  by  their  steady  exertions  tranquillity 
and.  subordination  to  the  laws  were  completely 
restored  throughout  the  disturbed  parts  of  that 
county.  Beyond  the  local  eflfects  of  village  con- 
tests, about  the  exclusion  of  strangers  (mostly 
Kerry-men)  from  labour,  the  disturbances  in  Li- 
liierick  had  been  worked  up  into  more  serious 
combinations,  than  they  had  been  in  Waterford 
or  Tipperary.  In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
January,  a  body  of  thirty  of  the  malcontents  at- 
tacked the  house  of  Colonel  Boucliier,  who  pro- 
videntially spent  that  night  in  Limerick,  vrith  the 
supposed  intent  of  murdering  him,  and  his  servant-; 
the  latter  they  most  inhtunanly  cut  vdth  knives 
and  cutlasses.  They  carried  six  horses  from  his 
stables :  but  committed  no  other  outrage,  although 
Mrs.  Bouchier  and  her  children  and  some  visitors 
virere  in  the  house.  Some  men  were  also,  about 
the  same  time,  detected  in  a  forge,  in  the  act  of 
forming  pike  heads.  Such,  however,  was  the  ef- 
ficacy of  a  vigilant,  active,  and  impartial  execution 
of  the  legal  powers  of  the  Magistrate,  that  peace 
and  order  instantly  returned.  Mr.  Wickham  was 
thereby  enabled,  when  he  went  to  attend  his  duty 
in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  to  report  ^EUthfuUy^, 
that  the  late  partial  disturbances  in  some  districts 
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of  the  South  of  Ireland,  wore  nothing  of  a  poli-     *•^^• 
tical  aspect;    and  were  wholly  confined  to  out- 
rages arising  out  of  local  jealousies  and  prejudices^, 
the  original  cause  of  which  had  ceased  in  the  exu- 
berant harvests,  with  which  Providence  had  blest 
the  country :    and  that   the  disorders,  into  which 
they    had    swoln,     had    been    completely    reme-  \ 
died  by  the  judicious   application  of  the   common 
law  of  the  land. 
The  meeting  of  the  new  Parliament  disclosed  «tate  of 

r       1  r      1   ■      1  •  parties  in 

mora  or  the  manoeuvres  or  the  late  mysterious  the  new 
resignations.  Every  motion,  conversation  and  ^jg.  p*' »*°*®°^ 
hate  in  either  House,  (provided  they  related  not 
to  Ireland),  manifestly  demonstrated,  that  the  late 
Cabinet  had  split  upon  the  question  of  war,  and 
not  upon  that  of  Irish  emancipation.  Peace,  how- 
ever equivocal,  had  been  concluded ;  and  the  hour 
of  resumption,  in  the  judgment  of  the  seceders, 
had  made  them  cast  off  the  long  fading  colour  of 
disf&mulation.  Lords  Grenville,  Spencer,  Carlisle, 
and  others  in  the  Lords ;  Messrs.  Wyndham,  Can- 
ning, Elliott,  and  other  seceders  in  the  Commons, 
flew  into  not  only  an  open  and  systematic, 
but  a  contemptuous  and  rancorous  opposition  to 
adl  the  measures  of  the  Minister.  They  derided 
his  intercourse  with  Bonaparte,  and  all  his  foreign 
relations ;  they  decried  the  finances  and  resources 
of  the  coimtry,  and  opposed  his  attempts  at  re- 
form, even  to  the  abetting  of  flagrant  abuses  in 
th^  navdi  and  other  departments  of  Government. 
Voi-.  L  M 
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i86«.    Ireland  alone  remained  una&ailed.     Mr.  Addington 
still  clung  by  the  hope  of  Mr.  Pitt's  return  to  the 
Cabinet,  by  which  alone  he  coiild  expect  to  remain 
in  the  ministry.        Mr.  Pitt  held  himself    aloof^ 
and  prolonged  his  absence  from  Parliament  much 
longer,    than  the  nature  of   his  slight  complamt 
required.     Yet  he  still  continued  his  assurances  to 
Mr.  Addington  iti  private,   and  was  courted  by 
both  parties.    Lord  Melville  had  followed  the  re- 
served 'example  of  Mr.  Pitt :  and  they  both  felt  the 
hour  of  resumption  to  have  arrived.     His  Lord- 
ship took  in  hand  a  negociation  for  Mr.  Pitt's  return 
^  to  power  with  himself  and  some  other  friends.      It 
broke   oflF  upon    Mr.  Pitt's  immoyeably  insisting 
upon  the  return  of  Lord  Grenville,   arid  several 
others  to  office,  who  w^re  less  agreeable  to  the 
King,  than  Mr.  Pitt  himsetf.     Neither  Mr.  Pitt  nor 
Lord  Melvifle  had  hitherto  publicly  opposed  the 
general  system,  or  any  particular  measures  of  the 
Ministers:    whereas  all  the  other  seceders,  whose 
return  was  insisted  upon  by  •  Mr.  Pitt,  had  openly 
reprobated  every  measure  of    Government   even 
with  personal  contumely  and  contempt.     The  plan 
of  resiuTiption  failed ;  and  very  shortly  after  Mr.  Pitt 
.  carried  the  whole  weight  of  his  personal  talents  into 
an  open  and  virulent  opposition  to  Mr.  Addington's 
administration ;  although  up  to  the  month  of  April 
every  measure  of  that  imbecile  Administration  had 
received  his  public  support  and  approbation.     The 
Irish  reader  will  with  astonishment  contemplate 
this  unaccountable  moment  of  coalition  between 
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Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Grenville,  to  force  themselves  }^^^\ 
back  upon  the  Councik  of  the  Sovereign,  from 
which  they  had  aflFected  to  retire,  because  his  royal 
conscience  would  not  permit  him  to  save  the  empire 
by  emancipating  his  Catholic  Irish  subjects :  as  if 
that  vital  question  stood  more  in  the  way  of  the 
retention,  than  the  resumption  of  their  official  si- 
tuations. 

So  unpromising  were  the  negociations  for  peace,  Prepam- 
so  unsatisfactory  the  accounts  from  Lord  Whitworth  war. 
of  the  conduct  of  the  First  Consul,  so  alarming 
the  general  state  of  the  nation,  that  Ireland,  as 
well  as  other  parts  of  the  empire,  adopted  the  im- 
pressions  excited  by  the  general  embarrassments  of 
the  nation.  After  the  King's  message  had  been  de- 
livered *  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  announcing 
the  warlike  preparations  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  recommending  consequent  measures  of 
•precaution  and  counter  preparation,  the  lawyers 
and  several  of  the  yeomanry  corps  in  Ireland  came 
forward  to  express  their  readiness  and  determina- 
tion to  appear  in  arms,  to  oppose  all  attacks  of  the 
enemies  of  their  country,  whether  foreign  or  do- 
mestic. In  all  the  public  preparatory  measures  of  de-  . 
fence,  Ireland  bore  her  share.  When  Mr.  Wickham 
proposed  to  insert  a  clause  inithe  Irish  t  Militia  Bill,' 
authorizing  the   Lord  Lieutenant  to  raise  militia 

•   On  the  8tlv  of  March. 

•}*  A  proclamation  for  calling  out  the  militia  issued  from  hit 
Excellency  on  15th  March,  1803. 

M  2 
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^■P^  men  at  four  guineas  bounty,  in  consequence  of  the 
difficulty  experienced  in  getting  then;!  by  ballot; } 
Mr.  Elliott  opposed  it  vehemently,  as  well  as  Mr,. 
Windham,  not  only  upon  the  grounds  of  their 
general  disapprobation  of  the  system  and  principles 
of  the  militia  forces  altogether,  but  of  such  ex- 
cessive bounties  impeding  the  general  recruiting 
of  the  army,  when  40,000  men  were  to  be  imme- 
diately r^ed.  These  two  gentlemen  had  been  Se- 
cretaries of  War  for  England  aftd  Ireland  \mder 
the  late  Administration.  Mn  Elliott  t  had  himself 
brought  in  a  bill  for  recruiting  the  Irish  militi^ 
at  six  guineas,  A»d  whilst  Mr.  Windham  was  in 
office,  the  English  militia  had  been  greatly  aug- 
mented, and  the  militia,  both  of  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, had  been  instituted.  §  In  the  debates  upon 
the  Irish  militia  bill,  which  was  for  raising  8000 
men,  several  of  the  ministerial  members,  not  re- 
markable for  their  tender  regards  to  the  credit  or 

f  He  was  reminded  of  it  in  debate  by  the  Irish  Attomejr 
General,  Sir  John  Stewart. 

§  The  political  inconsistency  of  these  two  Gentlemen,  as 
well  as  that  of  their  resigning  friends,  is  an  instructive  lesson 
upon  the  revolting  doctrine,  now  for  the  first  time  introdaced 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  adopted  by  his  co-seceders,  that  men,  not 
measures  are  to  be  supported.  Thus  Mr.  Pitt,  for  more  than 
twelre  months,  supported  the  measures  of  the  men,  whom  be 
contemned,  and  at  last  opposed;  and  the  other  seceders  gave 
the  most  determined  opposition  to  the  same  measures  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Addington,  to  which  they  had  lent  their  most  zeakus 
support,  when  proposed  by  Mr..  Pitt.  Their  whole  art  could 
not  disguise  the  juggle  of  secession. 
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happiness  of  Ireland,  made  honorable  mention  of  the  ^^^ 
loyalty  and  prowess  of  the  Irish  militia.  Mr.  Yorke 
in  particular  observed,  that  the  rebellion  of  1798, 
had  been- put  down  by  the  militia  of  Ireland,  who 
had  in  that  struggle  encountered  diflBiculties  equal 
to  any,  that  any  other  troops  in  the  world  had  to 
contend  with. '  Mr.  Addjngton  however  observed 
in  that  debate,  that  the  men  "  who  were  eager  td 
^*  serve  in  the  militia,  were  on  the  contrary  disin- 
**  clined  to  the  service  of  the  regiments  of  the  line. 
"  For  when  the  militia  of  Ireland  was  lately  dis- 
**  banded,  few,  in  comparison,  of  the  militia  men 
**  had  entered  the  regular  service,  although  the 
"  reflating  for  that  service  were  otherwise  going 
**  on  with  great  success.**' 

*  Mr.  Addington  did  not  perhaps  reflect,  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  Irish  Militia-men  were  Catholics,  and  that  although 
they  iriigTit  legally  serve  their  king  and  country,  and  practise 
their  religion  in  Ireland,  to  which  the  militia  serrice  is  confined, 
yet  when  they  entered  the  line,  they  exposed  themselves  to  all 
the  penalties  and  disabilities  of  a  most  severe  code  of  English 
law  for  entering  into  the  service,  and  became  liable  to  the 
corporal  punishments  of  the  articles  of  war,  for  abstaining  from 
the  Protestant  ot  attending  their  own  worship.  No  wonder 
then,  that  they  should  be  disinclined  to  serve  under  disability, 
punishment,  and  mistrust. 

In  the  latter  end  of  July,  1803,  it  occured  to  the  author, 
that  having  lately  declared  war  against  a  most  powerful  enemy, 
there  was  an  imperious  call  for  the  concentrated  energies  of  the 
empire,  and  that  it  was  a  proper  occasion  to  reconcile  the  hearts, 
as  well  as  to  secure  the  arms  of  that  hardy  and  valiant  part  of 
the  united  kingdom,  who,  being  mostly  Catholics,  were  by  law 
disaibled  and    made  punisjiable   for  serving  His  Majesty  in  any 
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i8o«.         7he    alarming  crisis  of   public  affairs  kept  the 
Pariiamen-  Parliament   sitting    to  a  very    late  period.      The 

tary  pro- 
ceedings     other  part  of  the  British  Empire,  than  Ireland  ;  he  accordinelr 
respecting-  *  ^  *  '  o  / 

Irtland.  prepared  and  spbmitted  to  about  a  score  of  the  chief  English 
aiid  Irish  Catholics,  who  were  then  in  London  and  met  at  Lord 
Kenmare's  house,  the  draft  of  an  address,  which  they  approved 
of,  and  agreed  should  be  first  sent  to  the  Minister,  to  know 
whether  it  would  be  agreeable  to  his  Majesty,  that  it  should  be 
presented. 

Two  of  the  gentlemen  present  accordingly  carried  to  Lord 
Pelham,  the  following  address  : 

To  the  King*s  most  Excellent  Majesty, 

Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  the  undersigned,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelaad' 
professing  the  Roman  Catholip  religion,  humbly  presume  to 
approach  your  Majesty  on  the  renovation  of  hostilities  with  a 
most  dangerous  enemy,  in  full  confidence,  that  our  utmost  ex- 
ertions in  the  common  cause  of  the  British  empire,  will  be 
graciously  received  by  the  common  father  of  his  people. 

We  give  place,  Sire,  to  none  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  in 
fidelity  and  loyalty  to  our  sovereign.  Experience  has  proved  out 
unvarying  attachment  to  the  illustrious  house  of  Brunswick,  and 
we  entreat  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  our  gratitude  has, 
throughout  a  reign  of  general  mildness  and  benevolence,  con- 
stantly kept  pace  with  the  favours,  indulgences,  and  conces- 
sions granted  to  your  Roman  Catholic  subjects. 

But,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  we  cannot  dissemble  hwo 
much  our  zeal  is  counteracted,  and,  as  we  humbly  conceive,  the 
good  of  your  Majesty's  service  is  impeded,  in  consequence  of 
the  laws  and  provisicuis,  by  which  persons  receiving  under  your 
Majesty's  grant,  any  pay,  salary,  or  wages,  in  your  Majesty's 
service,  (except  under  certain  limitations,  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  late  parliament   of  Ireland,)  are  rendered  liable  to  for* 


Administration  of  the  Earl  qfHardwicke.  167 

armaments  and  Tiostile  movements^.  of  France,  the     i^^^*. 
haughty  tone  and  conduct  of  the  first  Consul  to    * 

feitures,  disabilities,  and  incapacities,  unless  they  conform  to 
certain  conditions,  utterly  repugnant  to  the  profession  of  reli- 
gion, made  by  us  in  the  oath  lately  prescribed  by  the  legislature,  \ 
as  the  test  of  our  allegiance  to  your  Majesty. 

WithoHt  preeuming  *  to  suggest  limits,  modes,  or  times  to 
your  Majesty's  royal  will  and  pleasure,  ^e  humbly  conceire 
the  present  awful  crisis  of  public  affairs  imperiously  calls  for 
the  assistance  of  every  arm,  that  can  be  raised  in  defence  of  our 
King  and  Country,  and'  we  confidently  loo^  to  the  moment,  as 
fu^  Jar  distantj  in  which  our  utmost  zeal  and  exertions  for 
your  Majesty's  person  and  government,  and  for  the  welfare  of 
our  country,  may  be  brou^t  into  full  action,  by  our  admis- 
sion to  an  equal  participatioa  of  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of 
the  constitution. 

So  may  your  Majesty  long  enjoy  and  transmit  to  your  latest 
posterity  a  crown  secured  in  the  affections,  and  supported  by 
the  cordial  and  unchecked  energies  of  an  united,  happy,  and 
grateful  people. 

Lord  Pelham  found  the  address  highly  proper  and  seasonable ; 
lie  would,  however,  consult  his  colleagues,  and  give  his  answer 
on  the  next  day,  when  it  was  returned  with  some  alterations. 
The  words  in  italics  in  the  address  were  altered  with  red  ink. 
With  these  suggested  alterations  ;  it  was  intimated,  that  his 
Majesty  would  be  ready  to  receive  the  address.  The  gentlemen, 
however,  who  had  signed  itj  were  unanimous,  that  as  they 
were  not  even  allowed  to  express  their  hopes  for  relief,  it  would 
be  improper  to  present  any  address.  There  was  not  one  dis- 
senting voice  amongst  those,  who  met,  either  as  to  the  propriety 
or  the  substance  or  the  time  of  presenting  the  address.  The 
original  copy  sent  back  by  Lord  Pelham,  ia  in  the  author's 
possession  ;  the  first  was  an  alteration  without  a  difference. 
The  words  in  italics  in  the  third  paragraph  were  erased  and  the 
following  inserted :  Jeel  it  incum^jent  upon  usy  to  represent  to 
your  Majesty y  that  our  zeal  is  materially  cowiterapted ^  the  wor4« 
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iwf.  Q^r  Ambassador,  and  his  retutn  ftom  Paris,  aflfof ded 
fuel  to  the  many  heated  debates  upon  the  improvi-' 
dence  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  our  violation  of  it 
by  the  retention  of  Malta,  the  necessary  prepara* 
tions  for  recommencing  hostilities,  and  the  total 
incapacity  of  the  Ministers  to  steef  the  vessel  of 
state  through  the  gathering  storm  and  dangers, 
Ireland,  Sometimes  inddently,  at  others  directly, 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  Several  acts, 
of  internal  regulation  for  Ireland  were  passed  j  such 
were  the  act  to  prevent  revenue  officers  from  voting 
at  elections  for  Members  of  Parliament,  in  Irehnd  j 
the  act  to  prevent  cutting  and  wounding  in  Ireland, 
in  correspondence  with  Lord  £llingborQi:^h*s  act 
for  England ;  the  act  to  prevent  vexatious'  suits 
before  the  supreme  courts  in  trdand,  and  fbif  eom- 
pensating  losses,  which  would  be  suffered  in  oonse- 
quence  of  the  Irish  Law-court  act ;  the  Irish  Stamp 
act ;  the  Irish  Bank*  restriction  act ;  the  IrisI^ 
Postage  act  j  the  Irish  Parsonage  House  act  jt  the 

confidently  and  720^  Jat  distant ,  are  strucken  out  \  th6  word  90^ 
was  also  obliterated,  as  if  it  imp<|prted  a  conditional  wish  only. 
Vide  Historical  Letter  to  Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  l^  the  jfHtkor, 

*  It  appeared,  that  by  the  improvident  use  of  their  dispretioa, 
the  Irish  Bank  Directors  had  issued  80  much  paper,  tb«t  it 
became  deyeci^ted  in  an  alarming  degree  ;  and  that  the  exchange 
against  Ireland  had  risen  to  an  unpresedented  rate.  In  17^ 
the  amount  of  the  paper  circulation  of  Ireland  yras  only 
621,000/. ;  in  1803  it  appeared  by  the  documents  before  Parlia- 
ment, it  was  2,600,000/. 

f  When  the  house  of  commons  was  in  a  comniittee  upon  thit 
bill,  Mr.  Wickham  replied  to  an  Irish  Member,  who  h«ped 
that   the  unroofed  churches  would   be  rendered .  fit  for  diyine 


Administration  of  the  Earl  of  Hmrdwickc.  169 


Army  of  Reserve  act,  by  which  10,000  men 
vrere  to  be  raised  for  Ireland,  and  40,000  for  Great 
Britain  5  and  the  General  Defence  act.f  Mr.  Corry 
in  bringing  forward  the  suppEes  for  the  year,  stated, , 
that  the  total  of  the  joint  and  separate  charges  to 
-fee  born  by  Ireland,  amounted  to  6,478,000/.  to 
nieet  which  there  were  5,616,000/.  leaving  a  defi- 
cit of  about  half  ^  million ;  to  make  up  which  he 
pr6{)Osed  a  loan   of    1,000,000/.    to  be  raised  in 

%erncey  and  that  l^arliament  would  provide  a  sum  for  the  main- 
tenance  of  parochial  churches,  that  the  object  of  that  bill^  waa 
but   one  of  a  series,  which  the  Government  of  Ireland  had  in 
contemplation  for  the  promotion  of  religion.     By  this  bill  the 
'Lord  Lieutenant' was  enabled  to  pay  50,000/.  out  of  the  public 
treaBory,  to  the  board  of  first  fruits,  to  be  by  them  advanced  in 
loaliB,  tt>  clergymen,  having  small  benefices  and  no  glebe  houscSB, 
.to  enable  them  to  erect  glebe  houses  for  their  residences.     Mr. 
Cprry  adniitted,  that  the  board  of  first  fruits  then  had  a  balance 
in  hand  of  37,000/.  unappropriated  to  the  purposes  of  their  insti- 
tution,    AArithout  arraigning  the  fidelity  of  the  Commissioners 
t>r  Trustees  in  appropriating  these  funds,  it  is  a  notorious  fact^ 
-tkat  after  sums  of  700/.  or  800/.  having  been  paid  to  incuni** 
belltl  for  the  erection  of  glebe  houses,  many   shells  and  ioMtf 
datiqns  of  ffuch  buildings  have  remained  for  some  years  stationary^ 
from  a  c^^fect  in  the  funds  or  the  application  of  them  to  their 
'original  purpose. 

^  This  act  was  passed  in  consequence  of  his  Majesty's  mes- 
-Mge  tp  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  for  arming  the  ^pulation^ 
IDid  by  It  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  authorized  to  call  for  returns 
of  all  teales  between  the  age  of  15  and  60,  and  to  appoint 
officers  tp  arrange  and  command  such,  as  should  be  willing  tq 
serve,  and  to  survey  and  purchase  and  appropriate  to  purposos 
oF  defence,  any  grounds,  buildings,  &c.  and  to  make  such 
other  warlike  preparations,  as  should  be  found  requisite. 
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.  J803  Ireland,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  for  un- 
foreseen emergencies.  The  taxes  he  proposed 
were  all  upon  articles  of  luxury  or  mischief,  foreign 
wines,  home  made  and  imported  spirits. 
Irish  poor.  Amongst  the  parliamentary  proceedings  of  this 
session  occurred,  Colonel  Bagwell's  humane  recom^ 
mendation  of  some  public  assistance  to  the  nume- 
rous poor,  who,  in  the  very  best  parts  of  the 
country,  were  daily  and  publickly  perishing  in  the 
streets  and  highways,  through  want,  disease  and 
infirmity,  without  any  place  to  shelter  their  heads, 
or  to  receive  medicine,  food,  or  comfort,  under 
their  calamities.  Without  subjecting  Ireland  ta 
that  abusive  system  of  poor  rates,  which  exists  in 
England,  he  hoped  some  partial  remedy  might  be 
adopted  for  extreme  cases*  Mr.  Corry  admitted 
thfe  evil,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Abbott  and  his  suc- 
cessor Mr.  Wickham,  who  had  both  successively^ 
but  not  successfully  given  their  attention  to  the 
subject.  In  passing  the  union,  the  poor  of  Ireland 
had  been  totally  overlooked.  Mr.  Wickham  ob- 
served, that  without  some  new  modification  of  the 
articles  of  union,  "  it  would  be  impracticable  for 
**  the  Government  of  the  country,  to  bring  for- 
^*  ward  ofllcially,  any  measure  chargeable  at  the 
publig  expense,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of 
Ireland.  By  those  articles,  the  public  and  local 
expenses  of  Ireland  were  partly  chargeable  on 
"  Great  Britain.  He  believed,  that  a  charge 
•*  for   the   maintenance  of    the  poor  of  Ireland, 
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*'  which  was  a  charge  by  no  means  comprehended,  -If!^ 
*'  nor  contemplated  under  the  articles  of  union, 
**  would  hardly  be  relished  by  the  people  of  Eng- 
*'  land,  and  he  doubted,  whether  a  separate  tax 
**'  could  under  those  articles  be  levied  on  Ireland." 
Thus  were  the  poor  of  Ireland,  by  the  annihilation 
of  their  own  Parliament,  deprived  of  their  local 
and  natural  guardians,  and  remitted  to  a  distant 
legislature  for  relief,  which  by  the  same  act,  and 
by  local  interest  and  selfishness  was  prevented  from 
granting  it. 

The  grand  active  principle,  upon  which  LbrdMea«a^ 
Hardwicke  accepted  of  the  Government  of  Ireland,  HardwickV 
was  to  resist  her  emancipation,  to  perpetuate  the 
old'  system  of  division  and  seclusion,  under  the  de- 
lusive semblance  of  a  new  system  of  conciliation 
and  mildness.  Some  happy  effects  were  immediately 
produced  by  this  external  alteration  of  measures  ;  but 
incalculable  were  the  ultimate  evils  of  the  duplicity. 
The  grand  state  engine  of  a  venal  press  was  never 
xnore  eflGiciently  resorted  to,  than  by  the  servants  of 
Lord  Hardwicke's  administration.  Not  a  journalist 
or  printer  in  Ireland  would  admit  a  reflection  upon 
a  single  measure  of  Ms  Halcyon  Government.  Mr. 
Wickhana's  naission  to  England  was  less  to  report 
the  actual  state  of  Ireland,  and  silence  such  gis  should 
expose  measures  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  than  to  procure  certain  Irish  Members  to 
assert,  that  Ireland  was  unexceptionably  loyal  and 
tranquil  \  whilst  he  had  in  his  possession  a  minute 
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1803.  detail  of  that  very  insurrection,  which  afterwards 
broke  out.*  From  the  result  of  the  special  commit- 
prions  at  Waterford  and  Clonmell,  as  well  at  the 
ordinary  spring  assizes,  it  had  appeared  in  evidence, 

*  Some  weeks  after  the  publication  of  the  Historical  Review 
of  the  state  of  Ireland^  the  author  was  admitted  to  a  conference 
with  Mr.  Wickham,  to  whom  a  copy  of  that  work  had  been 
^en  by  Mr.  Addington  to  peYuse  and  report  upon.  Thfe  work 
VTBA  on  his  table,  «(nd  the  objectionable  passages  carefully 
marked  with  papers  throughout ;  suffice  it  here  to  say,  that  thfe 
panegyric  passed  upon  Lord  Hardwicke  and  his  Govenuhent  by 
Mr.  Wickham  could  hardly  hare  been  more  highly  strained. 
It  is  minutely  in  the  Author's  recollection,  that  be  urged  as 
forcibly  as  he  could  with  Mr.  Wickham,  the  moral  impossibility 
tX  Ireland  being  in  a  contented  state,  however  ti^ni^dil  bhe 
faight  appear,  whilst  emancipation  was  refused^  whilst  she  wak 
insulted  and  oppressed  by  the  orangemen,  and  secluded  and 
inistrusted  by  Government,  He  refers  the  reader  with  con- 
firmed confidence,  to  .  what  he  said  of  this  conference  ui  hit 
postliminous  preface ^  which,  was  published  about  *7  months  after 
it  had  taken  pl^ce.  ^  So  spoke  Mr>  Wickham  to  the  author 
••  on  the  S^th  day  of  Jdy  last,  (the  day  -after  the  htte  explosion 
}^  in  Dublin).  In  a  conversation  of  nearly  9  hoorty  Mr« 
**  Secretary  distinctly  disclosed  to  the  author  the  grounds  of  the 
*^  Minister's  displeasur^  and  ofienct  at  his  history  y  it  treated 
"  with  unseemly  freedom,  some  of  the  most  revered  characters 
■  ^*  of  that  nation  ;  it  spoke  disrespectfully  of  persons  (the  orange- 
^^  men)  to  ^hom  Government  looked  up  for  tbe  salvation  6f 
**  the  country ;  it  retailed  horrors  beyond  those  of  the  French 
**  Revolution.  When  the  author  surmized  the  pi'Obability  of 
*'  some  immediate  attempts  of  the  discontented  in  Ireland,  he 
*•  was  bpastingly  assured  of  the  unprecedented  tranquilitu  and 
**  content  diffused  through  the  county  by  means  of  the  mijd  <ind 
*'  co'ficiliatory  measures  of  the  mstle.^^. 
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that  none  of  the  disturbers  of  the  public  peac^  ^^^ 
in  any  part  of  the  country  had  been  actuated  y by 
political  bias,  or  exhibited  even  remote  symptoms 
€&  insurgent  concert  or  conspiracy,*  It  was  the. 
artful  pride  and  boast  of  Lord  Hardwicke's  adnai* 
nistration,  to  preserve  the  tranquility  of  the  country^ 
without  resorting  to  any  of  the  extraordinary 
powers  of  trial  by  court  martial  or  suspending  the? 
Sabeas  Corpus  act,  which  had  been  for  a  tong  time 
vested  in  his  discretion.  It  was  their  ambition  to 
prove,  that  Catholic  emancipation,  which  they 
were  pledged  to  resist,  was  a  matter  of  indifference 
to  the  bulk  of  the  population,  and  that  tranquil 
acquiescence,  \mder  the  privation,  was  a  full  jufr* 
ttfijqation  of  its  refusal. 

Notwithstanding  the  system  of  terror  and  coerci-^  Symptomt 

,  ,  ,  of  losar- 

on  had  been  discontinued  by  Lord  Comwallis  axid  gency. 
Lord    Hardwicke^  it  was  out  of  hiunan  probabilityv 
that  every  impression  of  the  spirit  of  1798  should  bft 
erased  from  each  individual,  who  had  been  un£9rtu^ 
nately  seduced  or  forced  into  it.     But  the  disposition  ,  ^ 
to  insurgency  had  then  so  far  abated,  that  the  pre-«x       ^ 
istenceoflocaldiscontentandconsequentriotdidnotijah 

*'  At  Londonderry  8  riotera  were  convicted  (though  aftefc^ 
wards  pardoned)  for  having  been  principal  leaders  of  a  serious 
riot,  in  which  some  hundreds  of  Free-masons  had  been  assaded^ 
by  as  considerable  a  number  of  orangemen,  who  the  Crown 
Solicitor  observed,  fought  with  such  fury,  as  if  Rebellion  still 
raged.  Five  men  lost  their  lives,  and  several  their  limbs  in  tht 
conflict.  This  was  the  first  orange  putrage,  which  wni  not  to 
be  traced  to  political  bias  or  religious  acrimony. 
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1802,  duce  the  most  obdurate  to  avail  themselves  of  tke 
kindled  fire  of  turbulence,  and  blow  it  into  a  flame 
of  rebellion.  Some  months  preceding  the  23d  of 
July,  the  Irish  Government  had  been  apprized,  that 
persons  ia  Dublin  were  forming  plans  of  insur- 
rection. They  had  not  however  such  information^ 
as  to  justify  their  issuing  warrants  for  arresting  the 
parties  charged.  They  applied  to  the  English 
Government  to  have  the  Habeas  Corpus  again 
suspended  in  Ireland ;  but  from  want  of  specific 
information,  and  the  confident  assertions  of  so 
many  Irish  Members  of  Parliament,  that  the  Irish 
were  loyally  disposed,  and  then  particularly  ani- 
mated against  the  tyranical  and  irreligious  conduct 
of  the  French  Government,  it  waS  not  judged 
proper,  to  arm  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  any  pow- 
ers beyond  those  of  the  laws  of  the  land. .  By  the 
vigour  of  them  alone,  hadjthe  coimtry,  for  the  two 
last  years,  been  kept  quiet,  and  there  appeared  no 
reason,  why  it  should  not  so  continue. 
Stfnt^fMn  Mr.  Robert  Emmett,  a  yoimger  brother  of  Mr. 
^^JJ^?"' Emmett,  who  was  concerned  in  the  rebellion  of 
•araection.  1798,  had  returned  from  Bruxelles,  whither  he  had 
gone  to  meet  his  brother  in  the  preceding  month 
of  December^*  with  a  view  to  carry  into  effect 


*  In  the  debate  on  Sir  John  Wrottesly^s  motion  for  an  en- 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Government  of  Ireland 
relative  to  the  insurrection  of  the  2Sd  of  July>  Lord  Castlereagli 
said.  ^*  That  he  never  meant  to  convey  to  the  house^  that 
*'  such  a  miracle  had  taken  place,  that  the  people  of  the  country 
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those  visionary,  desperate,  and  unconcerted  plans 
of  treason,  which  had  occupied  his  infatuated  mind. 
He  declared  in  Newgate,  after  he  had  been  found 
guilty,  what  the  evidence  at  his  trial  confirmed, 
that  he  was  the  chief  mover  and  instigator  of  the 
insurrection.    The  Attorney  General,  therefore,  in 
his  opening  speech  on  that  trial  observed :    "  We 
*♦  have  now  brought  to  the  bar  of  justice,  not  a 
«  person,  who  has  been  seduced  by  others,  but  a 
*'  Gentleman,  to  whom  the  rebellion  may  be  traced, 
^  {IS  the  origin^  the  life  and  the  soul  of  it.**    The 
paucity  and  desperate  wretchedness  of  the  unfor*  • 
tunate  recruits   he  enUsted   in  the  eight  months 
of  his  infetuated  crusade,  triumphantly  prove,  that 
the  very  ember§  of  the  late  rebellion  were  so  ex- 
tinct,  that  even  his  enthusiasm  could  not  rekindle 
them  into  a  flame.     During  the  first  four  months 
after  his  arrival,  nothing  of  his  machination  tran- 
spired.    He  Kved  in  obscure  lodgings  at  Harold's 
Cross,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Hewitt.     Soon 
after  the  King's  proclamation,  on  the  8th  of  March, 
conceiving  the  moment  of  national  alarm  at  the 

**  corrupted  and  systematically  made  traitors  should  have  beei> 
**  so  altered,  that  there  were  no  seeds  of  rebellion,  and,  ia 
«  place  of  a  formidable  conspiracy  fraught  with  danger  to  the 
**  existing  Government,  it  was  only  the  wild  and  contemptible 
**  project  of  Mr.  Eramett,  a  young  man,  of  a  heated  and  en- 
<^  thusiastic  imagination,  who  inheriting  a  property  af  3000K 
**  from  his  father,  which  was  entirely  at  his  own  ditposiU 
**  thought  he  could  not  dispose  of  it  to  more  advantage,  than 
'"  in  an  attempt  to  overturn  the  Governmeut  ©f  liis  country.'* 
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180S.    renovation  of  hostilities,  and  a  threatened  invasion 
favourable  to  his  projects,  he  became  more  active 
in  his  preparations.     The  whole  of  his  family  por- 
tion, which  consisted  of  2500^  he  devoted  to  ki^ 
enthusiasm.      On  the  24th  of  March  he  took  a 
lease  of  a  malt-house  in  Mass-lane,  as  a  depot  for 
ammunition,  arms,,  and  general    preparatives  for 
this  fatal  project.     About  the  same  time  he  also 
established  other  subordinate  depots  for  the  &ibri- 
cation  and  reception  of  arms  and  ammunition,  par- 
ticularly one  in  Patrick-street,  for  the  formation 
of  rockets  and  ball  cartridges*     In  the  beginning 
of  April,  he  quitted  his  lodgings  at  Harold's-cross 
with  the  name  of  Hewitt,  and  in  the  new  name 
of  Ellis  he  took  the  lease  of  a  house,  for  which 
he  paid  a  fine  of  61  guineas,  in  ButterfieldJaae, 
near  Rathfarnham.    The  three  confidential  agents 
and  instruments,  which  Mr.  Emmett  used  for  his 
purposes,  were  WilUam  Dowdall,  who  Iiad  formerly 
been  Secretary  to  the  Irish  Whig  Club,  and  had 
been  sent,    with  others  suspected  or  foimd  guil- 
ty of  treasonable  practices,  to  Fort  George,  in 
Scotland  J    one  Stafford,    a  baker;    and  Michael 
Quigley,   a    bricklayer,    who  had  returned  firom 
transportation  before  the   sentence  of  his  banish- 
ment had  expired. 
Continu-        In  the  course  of  tlie  intermediate  months,  the 
mctt*i  i«.  different  depots  in  Dublin  were,  at  the  sole  expense 
•urrec  loa.  ^£  j^^.    g^Q^jg^.^  Emmett,   furnished  with  military 

pikes  and  handles,  ammunition,  and  clothing,  with- 
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out  any  interpositioa  of  Oorerament**'  hk  Jime,  ^^^ 
noa  alter  the  arrival  of  G€Mral  Fox,  as  Cowtm 
flttttder  in  Chief  in  Irdand,  the  county  of  KUdarer 
showed  strong  i^mptoma  of  uwurrectiofiy  and  on 
die  ISth  of  JvHy^  they  were  considered  to  be  so 
tJtocateiiHig,  that  the  Lord  lieutenant  recom^ 
nmdedit  to  the  Commander  in^  Ghirf  to  send  troo^ 
t»  ihtee  or  foxur  dASktemt  filaces  in?  that  county^ 
ifr  ordet  t&  keep  down  tli^t  moscfaievous  spmt^ 
Omefal  Fox  set  out  on  a  imEtarf -tow  into 
tbe  i)iiferk)r.  On  the  16th  of  Mf.  tvitlui^ 
nur  daya  after  Coveminent  had  been  thus  put 
oo  ks  guard,  a  depot  of  powder  blew  up  in  F^ 
firidb^ireei)  m  which  there  were  two  men  nearly 
SRHffixMed:  one  of  whom,  in  throwing  up  th^ 
window^  cu«  the  artery  of  his  arm  and  bled  td 
S&a3^  and  the  other  was  carried  to  prison.  In  tins 
depot  were  discovered  some  pike  handles  besides^ 
the  pxiqparations  for  maldng  rockets  and  ball  car-^ 
tridges«  With  ^  this  knowledge  of  the  mews  of 
ifi^ur^ncy  being  in  immediate  preparation,  aSSk 
Government  took  no  measures  of  precaution.  Mr* 
I^mett  however  and  his  mghty  consulate,  who 
had  for  some  time  kept  their  provisional  govemmenc 
in  ButterfieU-lane,  were  so  alarmed  at  the  discove- 
ries, which  the  explosion  in  Patrick-street  would 
lead  to,  that  they  quitted  their  house  in  Butterfield- 

♦  Vi^e  the  speech  of  Mr.  C.  Yorkc,  who  from  hi»  official 
situation  of  Secretary  at  war,  must  have  known  the  iidFormatioB 
and  consequent  conduct  of  Governmcntt 
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]^^  lane  and  took  up  their  permanent  residence  at  the 
grand  depot  in  Mass-lane.  Mr*  Emmett  had  there 
a  mattrass  to  sleep  on,  that  he  might  be  present 
night  and  day  to  direct  and  animate  the  workmen 
to  complete  the  preparations  for  the  visipiiary  ca^ 
taatrophe.  On  the  second  floor  of  this  malt  house 
was  he,  as  the  Attorney  General  observed,  what  he 
ihortly  eo'pected  to  be  in  the  country  at  large^  the 
acting  manager^  making  every  thing  his  own^  and 
efvery  person  obeying  his  directions.  Thus  did 
this  unfortimate  enthusiast  spend  the  last  week  of 
his  visionary  projects,  siurrounded  by  50  or  60 
wretched  dependents,  whom  he  was  obliged  to  feed, 
like  a  company  of  strolling  players  in  the  loft  getting 
up  their  parts  for  a  bloody  tragedy,  which  was  to 
astonish  the  gaping  villagers  in  the  barn  beneath. 
There  was  he  to  be  seen  vaunting  his  powers,  anti- 
cipating victory,  denouncing  vengeance  against  the 
casde,  decorating  himself  in  his  General's  uniform, 
green,  white  and  gold,  armed  as  for  battle,  ha- 
ranguing his  men,  displaying  his  ammunition,  arms 
and  stores,  and  distributing  by  anticipation  the 
profuse  rewards  awaituHg  the  progress  of  the  heroic 
saviours  of  their  country.  In  this  sanie  week  of 
rehearsal  and  preparation,  said  Lord  Castlereagh,* 
The  delegales,  that  liad  been  dispatched  to  the 
County  of  Kildare,  to  solicit  the  assistance  of  the 
rebels  in  that  quarter,  returned  on  Thursday 
"  previous  to  the  23d,  and  with  them  came  the 
*'  leaders  of  the  party  in  that  county,  to  ascertain 

*  Speech  on  Sir  J.  Wrottesley's  motion,  7,  March,  1804. 
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'  of  die  business.    These  leaders  took  ^^2?^. 

^Ives  to  form  a  judgment  of  theif 

*^he  extent  of  tlie  means,  that  had 

^^  nd  demanded  a  full  explanation. 

^  ^  it  discreet  to  state  exactly* 

I  ^  ^nced,  carried  them  to  the 

^  ^    .       ^  o  ^^y  communication,  and 

\  ^  .  as,  that  on  their  return  to  the 

^idare,  they  made  so  unfavourable  a 
^  that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  drunken 
.igtons,  not  a  man  of  the  disaffected  in  that 
r*  county,  which  in  the  whole  had  not  exceeded 
"  150,  came  to  assist  in  the  enterprize,  and  those 
•*  even  dwindled  to  20,  before  they  reached  the 
"  market  house  in  Thomas-street,  who  were  all 
^'  General-Officers,  and  who,  upon  the  discomfi- 
^  ture,  fled  to  Wicklow." 

■  Whatever  judgment  the  Irish  Government  may  General 
have  formed  of  their  knowledge,  or  whatever  use  ^ndSa  ^ 
they  may  have  chosen  to  make  of  it,  certain  it  is, 
that  they  were  in  possession  of  it,  because  they 
9Cted  upon  it ;  but  in  so  ambiguous  a  manner,  as 
evinced  either  their  incredulity  in  the  information 
or  their  unwillingness  to  prevent  the  mischief. 
It  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  Government  had 
been  for  many  days  forewarned  of  their  danger  by 
several  persons  of  respectability,  and  the  commimi- 
cations  were  generally  ungraciously  received.  Mr. 
A.  Marsden  was  at  that  time  possessed  of  more 
actual  power  than  any  other  man  in  Ireland,  and  was 
the  person,  to  whose  discretion,  during  the  whole 
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^1  of  Lord  Hardwicke's  administratibn,  the  appropri- 
ation of  the  unfimitted  dSkmances  for  secf  et  service 
money  had  been  confided.  Besides  the  variety  of 
secret  information  received  by  Mr.  MarsdelA^  wMcfa 
never  has  come  to  light,  it  has  either  been  prorved  ill 
evidence  on  the  state  trials,  or  stated  by  the  offidal 
servants  of  the  crown  in  Parliament^  that  Mr.  Gtarke, 
a  considerable  cotton  manufacturer  at  Paliherstotta^ 
a  magistrate  for  the  County  of  Dublin,  an  intifiiat6 
friend  and  purveyor  of  secret  information  to  Mr. 
Marsden,  had,  for  several  days  during  that  fiuial 
week,  imparted  to  the  under  secretary  iriofit  im- 
portant intelligence,  of  which  he  had  ^veh  no 
intimation  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  tiH  th^  23d }  BXid 
yet  they  had  concerted  military  operations  togetbef  , 
which  had  ended  in  sending  a  military  gmtd  to 
Palmerstown  for  the  protection  of  his  friend's  con- 
cerns at  that  place,  which  is  about  4  miles  from 
Dublin,  and  altogether  a  new  military  stiation^ 
That  Colonel  Aylmer  came  on  Saturday  th^  2Sd 
from  the  County  of  Kildare,  and  gave  rbfortoatiod^ 
that  parties  of  insurgents  were  coming  t^  frt^ 
that  County,  and  that  there  was  reason  to  appife- 
hend,  they  would  attack  the  lodge  in  Phoenix  Park 
on  their  way  to  Dublin.  Under  these  circumstances 
Mr.  Marsden  wrote  In  the  morning  of  the  23d  to 
the  commander  in  chief  to  meet  his  Excellency  at 
the  castle  on  busines  of  importance.  At  this  meet- 
ing the  friends  of  Lord  Hardwlcke  (rather  of  Mr. 
Marsden)  alledged,  that  General  Fox  was  minutely 
apprized  of  every  particular  then  known  to  Govern- 
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ment,  and  that  all  measures  of  precaution  were  left  ^^^- 
to  him  under  a  cautionary  reconunendation  from 
Uic  Viceroy,  that  every  thing  should  be  done  with 
9s  little  alarm  as  possible.  The  friends  of  the 
commander  in  chief  denied,  that  he  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  drcumstances,  which  had  then 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  Government,  and  they 
asserted^  that  the  very  communications  made  to 
him  necessarily  left  him  under  the  conviction,  that 
none  of  the  reports  were  in  fact  credited  by  Go-  ii»  =* 

Ttnw^t*  The  action  of  all  parties  present  at  this 
neetii;ig  immediately  consequent  to  its  breaking 
up,  which  was  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  is  the 
QB)y  criterion,  by  which  the  public  can  judge  of 
pas^  at  it. 


The  Viceroy  quitted  the  castle,  where  he  was  per-  conduct  of 
istcxbf  secure  amidst  his  guards,  and  on  the  spot  to  tenant  and 
C09UaHtnd  a  garrison  of  4,000  men,  and  to  encou-  °^^*"' 
r^9ge  wd  dispose  of  the  whole  civil  power  of  the 
c^gr>  in  order  to  return  guarded  by  a  serjeant  and 
t5Kelve  dragocHis,  to  the  park,  a  place  of  insecurity, 
and  actually  threatened ;  kst^  as  Mr.  Marsden  observ- 
^,  an  alarm  should  be  excited  through  the  kingdom^ 
by  his  Ea:cellency*s  remaining  in  town  to  dine  at  tJie 
castle  The  Chancellor  went  to  dine  with  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  at  the  lodge  in  the  park,  that  his  Excel- 
lency might  not  want  advice.  The  Commander- 
in-chief,  having  received  neither  information  nor 
instruction  returned  to  Kilmainham.  The  Lord 
Chief  Justice  went  out  of  town.  No  intimation  of 
in8iu*rection  was  given  to  the  Lord  Mayor.    .Some 
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^  ^^^  ^  instructions  were  sent  to  the  superinteftding  Magis- 
trate of  the  police,  Mr.  Alderman  Alexander,  but  of 
so  loose  and  uninpressive  a  nature,  that  he  found 
himself  justified  under  them  to  quit  his  station  and 
retire  to  his  villa,  satisfied  with  having  left  general 
directions  \idth  Mr.  AVllson,  his  chief  peace-oiEcer, 
to  be  on  the  alert,  for  that  *  riots  were  expected. 
Thus  devolved  upon  Mr.  Marsden,  the  first  public 
officer,  and  for  the  last  few  years  the  man  of  the 
•*'  most  efficient  authority  in  Dublin,  the  protection 

of  the  state  from  the  impending  danger. ,  That 
Gentleman  proved  by  his  conduct,  that  he  at  least  did 
not  wholly  discredit  the  information,  which  was 
still  hourly  flowing  in  upon  him  ;  for  he  remained 
that  day  at  liis  post  in  the  castle,  contrary  to  his 
daily  habit  of  dining  and  sleeping  in  the  country 
throughout  the  summer.  Up  to  the  very  hour  of 
explosion,  and  after  it,  was  he  wTiting  letters  ex- 
pressive of  his  alarms,  fears  and  cautions,  to  persons 
of  public  responsibility.  In  one  of  them  he  expressr 
ed  himself  to  this  effect.  "  Our  situation  is  become 
more  serious — appearances  are  more  vmcomfort- 
ablc — the  people  are  marching  on  the  edge  of  the 
*'  canal."     In  consequence    of    Colonel  Aylmer's 


*  It  appears  by  Mr.  WiLon*s  own  cvideuce,  that  all  he  did 
to  comply  with  his  order,  which  was  not  a  verbal  communication, 
hut  a  ivriticd  noU?  ddivcred  to  him  at  6  o'clvcH  in  the  evening,  xras 
to  go  1o  Thiinias  i^treet  about  0  o^ clock  at  nigktf  accompanied  hf  S 
fcace  officer iy  a  xcaich  constable  and  2  rca/c/i  men.  A  force 
certainly  not  calculated  to  meet  or  put  down  an  armed  conspiracy 
to  •cizf?  the  castle  and  o'.?rihro\v  the  Governnient. 
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intelfigence,  Mr.  Marsden  todk  upon  himself  to  ipo«- 
strengthen  the  guard  at  the  Phoenix  lodge,  with  an 
oflGicer  and  thirty  men,  for  as  he  himself  expressed  it, 
it  ivould  be  handsomely  done  to  give  the  parly 
at  the  Fhoernx  lodge  more  security.  The  reinforce- 
ments arrived  between  8  and  9  o'clock  on  Saturday 
evening,  as  his  Excellency  was  concluding  a  letter 
to  General  Fox,  to  caution  him  against  creating 
unnecessary  alarm.*  The  Commander-in-chief  had 
no  information  of  the  insiurrection  till  half  an  hour 
before  it  broke  out. 

The  catastrophe  of  this  treasonable  romance  was  Final  catt»- 
of  a  piece  with  its  origin  and  progress.  Mr.TEmmett  th^VbdU. 
after  8  months  preparation,  mustered  all  the  foro^^ 
he  could  command  on  the  fatal  day.  About  9 
o'clock  in  the  evening  an  unusual  number  of  unarm- 
ed men,  in  separate  groups,  most  of  them  apparently 
intoxicated,  assembled  in  and  about  Thomas-street. 
At  the  appointed  hour  of  10  o'clock,  they  rushed  in 
a  body  towards  the  depot  in  Mass-lane,  where  they 
were  furnished   with    arms,  chiefly  pikes.      The 


*  This  occasioned  the  following  postscript  in  his  Excellency's 
letter  to  the  Commander-in-chief.  "  I  understand  you  have 
**  enforced  the  guard  here  by  the  addition  of  an  officer  and  30 
*'  men.  I  suppose  you  have  received  some  other  information, 
**  besides  what  I  have  given  you,  as  an  alarm  has  already  taken 
**  place*  I  think  it  will  be  cncreased  by  thia  measure."  An 
unequivocal  proof,  that  at  3  o'clock,  the  Commander-in- ^hicf 
had  received  no  information,  which  called  for,  or  warranted  the 
providing  additiond  security  for  the  person  of  the  chief 
Ma^strate. 
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year.  As  tbey  were  aimed,  t&ey  'returned  precip- 
tately  to  Ilioinas^tr^et.  Tie  party  at  that  time 
amounted  not  to  one  hundred  men,  **  but  there 

*  In  detailing  theie  factS)  the  author  has  felt  it  a  dut^  to 
follow  the  moat  authentic  documents  he  could  procures  and 
Mb  he  considen  to  be  the  -speeches,  which  the  Attorney 
i(S«aeral  addreeted'to-t^  Juries,  'tliat  tried  Mr.  Emmettaitd  tlie 
jQl&tr  priaDiiBFs  wider  the  Apedd  'Comm»uaa«  .support  6y  jni- 
•donoe*  It  is  Bot  .te  be  .knagined*  however  xealous  it^  the  honor 
of  Government,  that  his  Majesty's  Attorney  Gienejca^  a  ^jcfitlo- 
man  of  liberal  education  and  professional  eminence,  should  in 
the  execution  of  the  awiiil  function  of  demanding  the  blood  of 
)h»  feUow  creatures,  in  atonement  {or  the  o^^ended  juattce  of 
their  country,  attempt  to  mislead  the  Const  «nd  Siuy  by  a  fiike 
or  eren  exaggcf^ted  statement  pf  iacts^  SVhon  he  ei»n:ited  Us 
official  duty  in  persuading  the  Juries  to  shed  Jl>lopd»  be  m9^ 
credited  for  accuraey  of  statementi  as  he  was  for  perspequity  of 
argument  and  strength  of  proof.  That  law-officcr^a  address^ 
to  the  Juries  emphatically  breathed  the  spirit  and  wiihes  of  the 
Government.  Mr.  Standish  O' Grady  had  only  been  Attorney 
General  since  the  8th  of  the  preceding  June.  Sir  John  Stewast 
his  predecessor  in  that  office,  findings  thatras  a  QetHilemaiy  he 
could  no  longer  submit  to  the  overgrpwn  powers  of  Mr.  XJader- 
Secretary  Marsden,  had  resigned,  and  Mr.  O' Grady,  for  whom 
Mr.  Marsden  had  contrived  a  sinecure  place  of  third  Counsel  tq 
the  Commissioners  of  Revenue,  (worth  j?200Q  per  annum, 
without  ostentation  or  responsibility)  was  installed  with  a 
grateful  and  thorough  understanding  of  the  feelipgs  and  powers 
of  his  benefactor  and  patron.  Undci*  these  impressions,  on  the 
trial  of  Mr,  £mmett,^he  played  the  encomiast  of  a  weak,  double 
and  surprised  Govenmient.  «  When  I  consider  the  vigilance 
"  and  firmness  of  his  Majesty s  Government,  the  spirit  and 
♦*  discipline  ofliis  Majesty's  troops,  and  that  armed  valour  and 
**  loyalty,  «(rliich  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  has 
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«A  ^expectation  of  numerous  recruits  arriving  ,  j^^ 
€ram  the  oountry;  they  were  expected  through 
^every  avenue.  The  depot  was  protected  on  the 
^side  of  Thomas-street  by  the  rebel  mob^  and  on  the 
side  of  the  Lifiey  by  oentinels,  who  stood  contigu- 
ous to  hollow  pieces  ci  timber  laid  across  the  street 
£lled  with  combustible  matter,  ready  for  immediate 
ejqdosion.  A  rocket  was  let  off  from  Thomas-street 
«oon  after  10  o'clock,  which  was  the  signal  for 
fuming  out  immediately;  the  armed  men  in 
Thomas-street  were  headed  by  their  leaders,  who 
vainly  attempted  to  animate  them  to  {MTOoeed  to 
«ttack  the  castle,  which  was  not  a  quarter  of  a 
-snile  from  Thomas-street.  Mr.  En:miett  was  there 
in  fkdl  uniform  with  a  pair  of  jHstols  on  each  side, 
and  his  drawn  sword  in  his  hand.  'Neither  he  in 
parson,  nor  the  Generals  of  his  staff,  who  were 
aiso  in  full  uniform,  nor  any  <£  his  pravisionat 
Government  could  keep  together  the  undisciplined 
banditti.  Even  before  resistance  they -were  thrown 
iftlo  oonfu^on,  hesitated,  halted,  and  then  fled  in 
cBsorder.  In  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from 
the  Signal  of  attack,  Mr.  Emmett  and  the  more 

**  raised  ittelf  for  the  purpose  of  crushing  domestic  treason,  and 
**  if  necessary,  of  meeting  and  repelling  a  foreign  foe>  I  do  not 
<<  thiok  it  um*easonable  ~to  indulge  a  sanguine  hope,  that  a 
^  tontinuance  of  the  same  conduct  on  the  part  of  Govemmentf  and 
^  of  the  same  exertions  upon  the  part  of  the  people,  will  pre- 
serve the  nation  free,  happy  and  independant."  Mr.  O'Grady 
•was,  upon  the  death  of  Lord  Viscount  Avonmore,  jpromoted 
to  Ui  present  situation  of  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  his  Majesty's 
Ximri  «f  Esdie^r. 
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1!^  prominent  leaders  of  that  infatuated  band  of  coin 
spirators  disappeared.  Finding,  that  in  the  hoiir  of 
action,  they  con^nanded  nocontroul  over  an  unor- 
ganized rabble,*  they  secured  themselves  by  flight, 
either  to  avoid  the  shedding  of  blood,  which  would 
not  further  their  visionary  projects,  or  to  reserve 
them^^ves  for  a  renovation  of  their  desperate  e£forts 
with  instruments  better  marshalled  and  trained  to 
their  frantic  schemes.  Although  these  armed 
rufiians  headed  and  encouraged  by  their  leaders, 
shrunk  from  the  combat,  yet  when  left  to  themselves 
they  basely  imbrued  the  arms,  which  had  been  put 
into  their  hands  for  the  bold,  though  wicked  pur- 
pose of  storming  tlie  castle,  in  the  blood  of  unre- 
sisting and  unprotected  individuals  in  defiance  of  the 
declaration  of  their  provisional  Government^  that 
no  man  should  b^  put  to  death  in  cold  blood,  and 
the  first  prisoners,  that  should  fall  into  their 
hands  should  be  treated  with  the  respect  due  to 
the  unfortunate."  They  surrounded  single  and 
linarmed  yeomen  and  individuals  of  the  military, 
whom  they  massacred  without  mercy  or  provoca- 
tion. Colonel  Brown  (though  not  on  duty)  was 
fired  at  and  killed  on  the  spot  with  a  blunderbuss. 

*  Mw  Attorney  Gencnd  accounted  for  the  feelings  of  thif 
u.ifor lunate  youth  on  this  desperate  occasion,  by  quoting  the 
words  of  a  brother  conspirator  spoken  of  him.  "  He  is  very 
**  dcspondliig  however,  and  says,  the  people  are  incapable  of 
»*  redress  J  and  uiiwortl:y  of  it.  This  opinion  he  is  confirmed 
*'  in  by  the  late  transaction,  which  he  thinks,  must  have  suc- 
•'  ctTtled  bui,  for  iheir  Itirharoua  deserlio^i  andn^ni  o/unanimitt^^*' 
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Two  unarmed  soldiers  were  fired  upon  and  killed  in     ^•^^ 


like  manner.  Coronet  Cole  was  shot  at  and  grie- 
vously  wounded.  As  Lord  Kil warden  was  returning 
in  his  carriage  from  Newlands,  his  country  seat,  with 
his  Daughter  and  his  Nephew,  the  ReverendRichard 
Wdfe,  they  stopped  the  carriage  in  Thomas-street, 
and  having  opened  the  door,  they  cried  out  they 
had  Lord  Kilwarden,  They  took  out  the  lady  and 
permitted  her  to  go  unhurt.*  Lord  ICilwarden  being 
unwUling  to  quit  his  carriage,  was  dragged  out  and 
most  inhumanly  stabbed  with  pikes.  He  repeated- 
ly  called  for  mercy,  but  in  vain.  The  monsters 
were  fighting  amongst  themselves  to  try,  who  could 
get  the  most  blows  at  him  v' he  was  left  for  dead. 
Mr.  Richard  Wolfe  attempted  to  save  himself  by 
flight,  but   was  pursued  by  some  pike  men  and 

*  Iq  the  distracted  state  of  her  mindy  she  gained  the  castle  % 
instinct,  more  than  reason,  drove  her  into  the  apartment,  in 
which  Sir  E.  ]Baker  Littlehales,  Secretary  for  the  war  depart- 
ment was  entertaining  General  Craddock  and  a  large  party  of 
military  and  other  friends  at  dinner.  Incredible  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, the  first  intiniation  of  the  insurrection  made  at  the  castltt 
was  the  interruption  of  the  military  revelries,  by  the  awful 
appearance  of  the  distracted  Miss  Wolfe,  announcing  incohe- 
rently the  catastrophe  of  her  still  bleeding  father.  Yet  that 
ill-fated  nobleman  had  on  that  very  morning  been  with  Mr* 
A.  Marsden  at  the  castle,  as  well  as  with  other  servants  of 
Government,  without  having  received  the  most  remote  intimat 
tion  of  danger,  although  Mr.  A.  Marsden,  who,  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Wickham,  was  in  fact  the  sole  Minister  of  Ireland ; 
and  he  hadt  early  on  that  very  morning,  received  positive 
information  of  the  intended  insurrection  from  ten  or  eleven 
Maj^trates.    He  indeed  was  at  the  castle  the  whole  of  the  d?y« 
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i^  baii>arausly  stabbed  to  death.  Lord  Kilwarden  was 
conveyed  to  a  neighbouring  watch  house,  5ivl:iere  he 
survived  about  an  hour ;  during  which  Majoar  Swan 
entered,  and  upon  seeing  his  Lordship  ia  that  manr 
gled  ccmdition,  indignandy  exclaimed,  that  tlbe 
barbarous  perpetrators  of  the  horrid  deed  shpidd  be 
Instantly  executed,  and  it  is  reported,  that  his 
Lordship,  with  an  agonizing  effort,  raised  his  head* 
l^d  with  his  dying  breath  uttered  this  noble  send* 
xnent.  "Let  no  man  suffer  for  wy  deatii^  hut  (tfteit 
trial  and  by  the  laws  ojhis  country**  Others  of  thefle 
ruthless  assassins,  in  lieu  of  the  King's  castle  and  the 
King's  forces,  went  to  attack  the  voprA^^dfOL  at 
prison.  It  was  protected  by  a  slender  guard.  Thegr 
oaine  upon  it  by  surprise,  shot  the  oorpoial,  azid  ifir 
fltantly  fled.  Another  party  of  them  wouiiide^  &fr* 
Wilson,  the  peace  officer  and  killed  one  of  his  men. 
Shortly  after.  Lieutenant  Brady  Avith  40  or  50  men 
of  the  .?lst  Regiment,  came  into  Thomas-street, 
i^red  upon  the  mob,  and  they  4ed  in  aU  dir^iojRS, 
leaving  several  dead.  Some  sUght  xe^Xg^cyc^  \yas 
made  by  them  to  a  detachment  of  the  Coosnbe  gu^rd, 
under  Lieutenant  Douglass  j  they  wounded  two  of 
his  men,  but  received  &ever^  vollies  of  shot,  which 

^  It  was  afterwards  resolY^d  in  t'be  H<)H8e  of  Qomjogoi,  thsit 
a  sum  not  exceeding  1.200/.  British  currency:,  be  ^]»imally  pa^ 
out  of  the  Irish  consolidated  fund  to  X>ady  Kilv{u4t.n>  duruig 
her  life,  after  her  demise  the  saine  tg  be  oontkliKd*  yiz«  9ffiL 
to  John  Lord  £al warden ,  during  hif  natural  lilii;,  ^;^  after  hii 
decease  to  the  person ,  who  shall  nex-t  beiM*  l^he  tille.^f  Ki^!HnardQ9j 
during  hit  life,  and  thei«m»ning  tuQ^  of  iOQ^.  pcjr  |nii|M|i  to 
the  two  daughters  of  Lord  Kilwarden,  during  their  lives,  800/. 
to  each,  and  the  whole  to  the  survivor  during  her  life. 
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broHj^t  do^^  some  and  totally  dispersed  the  reSt  ,  *^ 
of  thj&tn.  Such  vsras  the  total  want  6i subordination, 
concert  and  system  amongst  those  unorganized 
desperadoes,  that  their  grand  depot  was  left  un- 
protected and  undefended.  Lieutenant  Coultftian 
of  the  9th  regiment,  with  a  small  party  passed  uft- 
molested  over  the  hollow  pieces  of  timber,  and 
observing  a  bundle  of  some  hundred  pikes  resting 
against  the  wall  of  the  depot,  (on  which  was  written 
Mait  Stores)  two  of  his  men  mounted  upon  the 
^ikxs  bHA  entered  the  window  of  the  second  story^ 
through  \^hich  the  remainder  of  his  men  soon 
entered  by  means  of  a  ladder,  which  in  the  mean 
time  they  prociured.  There  were  found  36,400 
ball  cartridges,  several  scaling  ladders,  grapting 
irons,  hand  grenades,  pikes,  rebel  uniforms  and 
doldrs,    and  7  or  8000  proclamations  *  from  the 


♦  These  proclamations  were  different.  The  larger  of  the 
two  was  aildressed  by  the  provisional  GoTemrtient  to  the 
people  of  Ireland ;  the  shorter  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin. 
Copies  of  them  are  given  to  shew  the  genuine  spirit  and  general 
Yiews  of  Mr.  Emmett's  insurrection.  Amongst  other  printed 
papers  intended  for  circulation,  and  which  were  proved  oA 
the  different  trials,  were  two  other  separate  proclamations^ 
one  of  them  under  this  address,  Men  of  Leinster  stand  to  your 
jirmSy  the  other  under  th«  following,  Men  of  Munster  and 
Connaughi,  and  a  paper  consisting  of  SO  short  articles,  em- 
bracing  the  detail  of  the  visionary  republican  govemraent, 
which  Mr.  Emmett's  enthusiasm  had  prefigured  for  his  country. 
It  bore  the  following  title,  Conformably  to  the  above  ProolA- 
mMtwh  the  Provuional  Government  qf  Ireland  decree  us/bllasos : 
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^^\  Prmisional  GavemmenU    With  regard  to  the  pikes^ 
as  most  of  the  mob,  which  made  their  appearance, 

The  Provisional  Government  to  the  People  of  Ireland. 

**  You  are  now  called  upon  to  shew  to  the  world,  that  you 
are  competent  to  take  your  place  among  nations,  that  you  have 
a  right  to  claim  their  recognizance  of  you  as  an  independent 
country,  by  the  only  satisfactory  proof  you  can  furnish  of 
your  capability  of  maintaining  your  independence,  your  wrest- 
ing it  from  England  with  your  own  hands, 

**  In  the  developement  of  this  system,  which  has  been  orga« 
nized  within  the  last  eight  months,  at  the  close  of  interDal 
defeat,  and  without  the  hope  of  external  assistance  ;  which  has 
been  conducted  with  a  tranquillity,  mistaken  for  obedience ; 
which  neither  the  failure  of  a  similar  attempt  in  England  has 
retarded,  nor  the  renewal  of  hostilities  has  accelerated ;  in  the 
developement  of  this  system,  you  will  shew  t«  the  people  of 
England,  that  there  is  a  spirit  of  perseverance  in  this  country 
beyond  their  power  to  calculate  or  repress.  You  will  shew 
them,  that  as  long  as  they  think  to  hold  unjust  dominion  over 
Ireland,  under  no  change  of  circumstances  can  they  count  upon 
its  obedience  ;  under  no  aspect  of  affairs  can  they  judge  of  its 
intentions ;  you  will  shew  to  them,  that  the  question,  which  it 
now  Cehoves  them  to  take  into  serious  and  instant  consideration^ 
.  is  not,  whether  they  will  resist  a  separation,  which  it  is  our  fixed 
determination  to  effect,  but  whether  or  not  they  will  drive  us  bo- 
yond  separation  ;  whether  they  will,  by  a  sanguinary  resistance, 
create  a  deadly  national  antipathy  between  the  two  countries,  or 
whether  they. will  take  the  only  means  still  left  of  driving 
such  a  sentiment  from  our  minds, — a  prompt,  manly,  and  saga- 
cious acquiescence  in  our  just  and  unalterable  determination, 

"  If  the  secrecy,  with  which  the  present  effort  has  been  con- 
ducted shall  have  led  our  enemies  to  suppose,  that  its  extent  must 
liave  been  partial,  a  few  days  will  undeceive  them.  That  con- 
fidence, which  was  once  lost,  by  trusting  to  external  supporty 
and  suffering  our  own  means  to  be  gradually  undermined}  hM 
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were  supplied  from  this  depot,  no  more  remained   ^  ^f^ 
for  discovery  than  the  trifling  number  or  6  or  8000. 

hat  been  again  »re8to red.  We  have  been  mutually  pledged  to 
each  other,  to  look  only  at  our  own  strength,  and  that  the 
firat  introduction  of  a  sytem  of  teTor,  the  first  attempt  to  exc- 
cute  an  individual  in  one  county,  should  be  a  signal  for  insurrec- 
tion in  all.  We  have  now,  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  with  our 
means  of  communication  untouched,  brought  our  plans  to  the 
moment,  when  they  arc  ripe  for  execution,  and  in  the  promp- 
titude, with  which  nineteen  counties  will  come  forward  at  once 
to  execute  them,  it  will  be  found,  that  neither  confidence  nor 
<Sommunication  are  wanting  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 

*^In  calling  on  our  countrymen  to  come  forward,  we  feel  ourselves 
bound  at  the  same  time,  to  justify  our  claim  to  their  confidence 
by  a  precise  declaration  of  our  views.  We  therefore  solemnly  de- 
clare, that  our  object  is  to  establish  a  free  and  independent  republic 
in  Ireland :  that  the  pursuit  of  this  object  we  will  relinquish  only 
with  our  lives,  that  we  will  never,  but  at  the  express  call  of  our 
country,  abandon  our  post,  till  the  acknowledgement  of  its 
independence  is  obtained  from  England,  and  that  we  will  enter 
into  no  negociation  (but  for  exchange  of  prisoners)  with  the 
Government  of  that  country,  while  a  British  army  remains,  in 
Irdand.  Such  is  the  declaration,  which  we  call  on  the  people  of 
Ireland  to  support.  And  we  call  first  on  that  part  of  Ireland* 
which  was  once  paralyzed  by  the  want  of  intelligence,  to  show, 
that  to  that  cause  only  was  its  inaction  to  be  attributed  :  on 
that  part  of  Ireland,  which  was  once  foremost  by  its  fortitude  in 
mffering  ;  on  that  part  of  Ireland,  which  once  offered  to  take 
the  salvation  of  the  country  on  itself ;  on  that  part  of  Ireland, 
where  the  flame  of  liberty  first  glowed;  we  call  upon  the 
North  to  stand  up  and  shake  off  their  slumber  and  oppressions* 

Citizens  of  Dublin, 
•*  A  band  of  patriots,  mindful  of  their  oath  and  faithful  to 
their  engagement  as  United   Irishmen,  have  determined  to  givi; 
jireedom  to  their  country,  and  a  period  to  the  long  career  of 
£nglish  oppression. 
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1808.    xhus  ended  the  achievements  of  tlie  romantic  ami 
infatuated    rebellion  of  one  hour  raised  by  Mr. 

<<  In  this  eAikavour  they  are  ncfw  luceestfuttf  tBgagtd  aadr 

th^r  efforts  are  seconded  by  compkat  and  uniterial  «o<opefttioa- 

irom  the  country,  eirery  part  of  which  frcnn  the  extsedttfty  of  the 

North,  to  that  of  the  South,  pours  forth  itr  warriors  ia  support- 

of  our  hallovied  cause.     Citizens  of  DtibKoy  we  require  youl' 

aid,  necessary  secrecy  hal  prevented,  to  many  of  you,  Aoticc  of 

ovr  plan  i  but  the  erection  of  our  national  staadard,  the  saeredy: 

though  long,  degraded  Green  will  be  sufficient  td  call  to  arms*- 

aad  rally  round  it  every  man,  in  whosie  breast  cxkts  a  spatk  of 

patriotism,  or  sense  of  duty.     Avail  yourselves  ol  your  locol 

advantages— »in  a  city  each  street  becomes-  a  defile,  Jtftd  eadi 

house  a  battery — impede  the  march  of  your  oppressors-Michak^ 

them  with  the  arms  of  the  brave--^«^he  pike-'-^^nid  Sn/mjowt 

wiiidows   and  roofs,  hurl  stones,-  bricks,  bottles  asd  aH  otfartr 

odnvenient  implements,   on  the  head-  of  the  satillites*  of  your 

tyrant,  the  mercenary,  the  sanguinary  soldiery  of  England. 

<<  Orangemejn  !  add  not  to  the  catalogue  of  your  foUiefr  asnl 
oriknesi  ^  already  have  you  beeik  duped  to  the  rain  of  jonr 
ocUnti^,  iti  the  legislative  union  with  its  tyrant  ;.-*•>  attempt  aot 
an  oppoeition,  which  wfll  carry  with  it  your  inevitable  dcttroc^ 
tion.  Retura  from  the  paths  of  delndon,  return jto  the  tant  of 
your  eouatrymen,  who  wiU  receive  and  hail  ydur  repeaumce* 
**  Countrymen  of  all  descriptions,  let  us  act  with  union  add 
oonccm.  All  sects,  Catholic,  Protestant,  Presbyteriaa  txe 
equally  and  undiscriuiinately  embraced  in  the  benevolence  of 
yout  object.  Repress,  prevent  and  discourager  e:tfcetsesy  piil*9* 
ilad  iatolication  ;  let  each  man  do  his  duty,  and  remember,  thil 
AaHdg  public  agitation,  iiiaction  becomes  a  crime.  Be  ao 
#lih<Y  competition  known  than  that  of  doing  good ;  nemembcr 
against  whom  you  fight;  your  oppressors  for  six  hundred  years. 
Remember  their  massacres,  their  tortures,  ^  remember  your 
tnurdered  friends — your  burned  houses — your  violated  females  | 
^•ep  in  mind  your  country,  to  whom  we  are  now  gtting  &er 
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Robert  Emmett.  Dublin  was  quiet  before  1 1  o'clock     *^°^* 
jQn  that  same  night. 

General  Fox  having  had  no  information  with  Govern. 
regard  to  the  insiurrection,  till  about  half  an  hour  sures  after 
;he£Qre  it  broke  out,  that  is  at  half  past  nine  o'clock  ^  ^  *°^*^* 
Sit  night,  had  not  ordered  the  garrison  to  be  under 
arms,  nor  drawn  them  out,  nor  commanded  any 
:p<»:ticui  of  rthem  to  repair  to  those  places,  where 
ithe  insurrection  toolc  place.  But  *  "  after  the 
^jeffbrt  had  been  made,  two  parties  of  the  21st, 
■^^  under  ithe  command  of  Lieutenant  Brady  and 
*^  .another  officer  in  the  liberty  had  put  down  the 
^*  rebeifion,  before  the  alarm  was  generally  given. 
■^  As  jsoon  as  the  insurrection  was  known.  Sir 
**  iCharles  Asgill  and  General  Dunn  sent  out  diffe* 
"  xent  parties  to  scour  the  city.  Between  the  hours 
**,af  10  and  11  o'clock,  X)n  the  night  of  the  2Sd, 
^  500  troops  had  been  sent  out  to  different  parts 
^*  of  the  city  and  its  environs,  to  the  castle,  to  the 
**  Lord  Lieutenant's  house  in  the  park,  to  the  bank, 
to  the  old  provost,  and  to  Harold's  Cross,  exclu- 
sive of  the  parties,  that  had  been  sent  from  the  ■ 


i 
high  rank    among  nations,  and  in  the   honest  terror  of  feeling, 

let  us  exclaim,  that    as  in    the  honr  of  her   trial  we  serve  \\\\% 

Cpuntiyy  so  may  God  serve  ua  in  that,  which  will  be  last  of  all." 

*  This  is  the  official  account  of  the  postliminious  caution  of 

Government  against  cebellion,  on  the  23d  of  July,    given  by 

Lord   Castlereagh,  almost  nine    months  after  he  had    availed 

himself  of  every  opportunity  of  collecting   what  could  be  al- 

ledged  in  justification  of  their  conduct  on  that  fatal  day* 
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j|^\  "  other  barracks  to  protect  the  tranquiUity  of  the 
"  city.  The  hour  of  ten  was  nearly  the  hout,  at 
*'  which  the  insurrection  commenced,  yet  so 
impotent  had  been  the  plan  and  the  means  of 
the  insurgents,  that  after  the  first  repulse  from 
the  party  of  the  21st,  under  the  command 
"  of  Lieutenant  Brady,  none  were  to  be  met  with 
*^  except  a  few,  who  sheltered  themselves  at  the 
"  comer  of  streets,  under  cover  of  one  of  the 
^^  darkest  nights,  perhaps,  ever  remembered  at  that 
•*  season  of  the  year.  But  whilst  General  Dunn 
*^  made  such  large  detachments,  he  kept  600  men 
•'  in  the  barracks  ready  to  act  on  any  emergency."* 
On  the  same  night  Mr.  Marsden,  in  the  crisis  of 
his  alarm,  dispatched  an  express  to  England,  which 
authorized  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  announce  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  .a  Rebellion  Iiad  broken  out 
in  Ireland  more  enormous ^  than  et^er  occurcd  before. 
On  the  next  day  Lord  Hardwicke,  under  the  first 
impression  made  upon  him  by  the  detail  of  the 
events  of  the  preceding  night,  ^Tote  to  Mr.  Foster 
in  direct  terms,  that  his  Government  had  been 
surprised. 


*  Tliis  noble  advocate  of  the  Irigh  Government^  concluded 
this  part  of  his  speech  with  the  following  assumption.  **  He 
<*  trusted,  that  from  what  he  had  stated  in  general,  it  would 
•*  appear,  that  »o  far  as  any  judgment  could  be  formed  from  the 
"  result,  the  precautions  taken  were  infinitely  greater,  than  in 
*'  uny  rational  view  of  the  subjeet,  the  circumstances,  of  the 
*  case  could  be  supposed  to  require.*' 
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To  the  tra^c  romance  exhibited  by  Mr.  Emiriett     ^^^- 
in  Dublin,  succeded  on  the  next  day  the  afterpiece  R„sgeii»8in. 
brought  forwards  by  Mr.  Thomas  Russell  in  the  fu^^ct^oa 
North.     This  Gentleman  was  distinguished  for  his  North. 
military  talents,  liberality,  strength  of  mind,  and 
urbanity  of  manners*     He  had  served  with  high 
credit  both  in  the  East  and  West  Indies  under 
General  Knox,  through  whom  he  became  intimate 
with  Lord  Northland's  family,  where  he  was  highly 
esteemed,  till  a  difference  in  politics  caused  a  lasting 
rupture.     He  had  been  appointed  a  magistrate  of 
Tyrone,  and  lived  beloved  and  respected  for  some 
years  at  Dungannon.      His   enthusiasm  exceeded 
that  of  Mr.  Emmett,  in  as  much,  as  it  had  seized 
possession  of  a  person  of  maturer  age,    extensive 
experience,  deep  reflection  upon  the   situation   of 
his  coimtry,  and  severe  personal  suffering  for  the 
cause  he  espoused.*     From  Dungannon  he  removed 

*  When  Mr.  Russell  was  brought  by  Major  Sirr  into  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Wickhaniy  Captain  Knox  and  others  at  the 
castle  in  the  be^^inuing  of  September,  his  conduct  was  bold  and 
determined.  *•  I  glory,  said  he,  in  the  cause,  in  which  I  have 
<<  engaged ;  and  for  it,  I  wou.d  meet  death  with  pleasure, 
*'  either  in  the  field  or  on  the  scaffold.  But  do  not  imagine, 
*«  that  my  death  or  that  of  hundreds  will  avail  to  serve  the  con- 
*«  tinuance  of  your  power.  No,  though  my  arrest  may  prove 
**  some  embarrassment  to  my  friends,  the  organization  is  too 
•*  extensive,  and  the  plan  too  well  executed  to  entertain  a  doubt, 
*<   that  the  object  will  ever  be  relinquished.*' 

Mr.  Russell  war>  arrested  by  Major  Sirr  on  the  9th  of  Sept. 
1803,  in  the  evening  ;  he  had  taken  lodgings  on  the  7th  of  that 
mouth,  at  >Tr.  Dani-^l  Muley's,  a  Gun-maker  in  Parliament-street, 

o  2 
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i«os.     i^Q  Belfast,  where  he  was   arrested  in   179'2   tod 
conveyed  with  Samuel  Nelson  and  others  to  N^w- 

under  the  name  of  Harris,  He  was  wholly  unknown  to  his 
landlord.  Mr,  Muley's  foreman,  one  Fleming,  having  read 
advertisements  of  rewards  of  5001.  from  Government,  the  city  df 
Dublin  and  town  of  Belfast,  for  the  apprehehsion  of  RusneU^ 
cast  a  suspicious  eye  upon  his  ihaster's  new  lodger,  whoih  he 
had  seen,  when  he  came  to  hire  the  lodging,  but  not  since,  for 
Mr.  Russell  had  not  quitted  his  apartment  until  the  time  he 
was  secured,  upon  the  information,  which  Fleming  had 
given  to  Major  Sirr.  That  Police  Officer  immediately  repaired 
to  Parliament-street,  and  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Muley  was 
shown  up  to  the  apartment  of  Mr.  Russell  by  Fleinibg,  and 
having  secured  the  person  of  Mr.  Russell,  he  called  cmt  of  the 
window  to  the  guard,  who  instantly  attended,  and  escorted  Mr. 
Russell  to  the  Castle.  No  sooner  was  Mr.  Russell's  person 
identified  than  Fleming  received  a  part  of  the  reward  ;  but  the 
information  having  been  concerted,  managed  and  executed  by 
others,  as  well  as  by  Fleming,  they  quarrelled  among  themselves 
about  the  division  of  the  spoil,  and  a  paper  war  bettve^n  the 
confederates,  for  their  respective  claims,  was  the  consequence ; 
the  belligerent  claimants  were  Fleming,  Emerson  an  attorney 
and  one  Lindsey  and  Major  Sirr.  Mr.  Muley  himself  ho  sooner 
returned  home,  than  he  was  immediately  seized  by  Major  Sirt", 
committed,  and  kept  in  the  Exchange  until  11  o'clock  that 
night ;  he  was  then  sent  for  and  examined  before  the  privy 
council. 

Having  deposited  on  oath  all  he  knew  about  his  lodger,  and 
given  an  account  of  his  conduct,  during  the  short  tirtie  he  had 
beer,  with  him,  he  was  comniitted  to  Sandy's  provost,  where  he 
was  for  13  months  confined  \n  a  room  with  77  men  and  2  boys, 
of  whom  17  died  within  that  period^  apparently  from  the  hard- 
ship of  their  confinement.  They  were  obliged  to  lie  upon  the 
bare  flags  even  without  straw,  and  had  the  allowance  of  lib 
of  beef  and  a  2d  loaf  each   man  every  24  hours  with  water. 
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gate  in  Dublin,  where  in  his  confinement  he  was     ^•^^ 


frequently  visited  by  Lord  E.  Fitzgerald,    Arthiu: 

Thence  Mr.  Muley,  against  whom  no  charge  was  ever  made, 
Bor  in  fiact  a  warrant  issued  for  his  apprehension,  was  trans- 
planted to  Kilmainham,  where  he  remained  confined  till  the  I8h 
March,  1806,  when  the  suspension  bill  was  permitted  to 
expire  under  the  Bedford  administration.  He  was  discharged 
with  some  others,  who  were  able  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  Habeas 
Corpus,  which  amounted  to  81.  8s.  8d.  per  head.  Dr.  Trevor 
b^d  on  behalf  of  Government,  assured  the  prisoners  they  would 
be  discharged  without  any  expense  whatever.  Several  of  their 
fellow  prisoners,  who  could  not  command  that  small  sum,  were 
Retained  for  several  days  in  prison,  thoug^h  at  last  discharged 
iHthQut  any  other  expense  than  the  Gaoler's  fees.  It  is  impos- 
sible here  not  to  advert  to  the  cruel  and  unconstitutional  hard- 
ships, which  have  been  undergone  by  persons  confined  under  the 
suspicion  or  prejudice  of  Government,  and  were  detained  (mostly 
without  any  charge)  from  the  summer  of  1803  until  March, 
ISO69  when  the  people  were  restored  to  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  It  cannot  be  too  frequently  repeated, 
tbsft  the  managers  of  Lord  Hardwicke^s  Government,  in  order 
tp  atone  for,  conceal,  or  disguise  their  having  been  surprised  on 
the  23d  July,  1803,  by  fourscore  men,  who,  according  to  their 
own  acknowledgments,  were  all  that  joined  the  insurrection 
of  that  night,  thought  proper  to  deprive  above  two  thousand 
erf  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  their  liberty,  and  torture  them  by 
the  most  unwarrantable  cruelties,  beyond  the  necessary  security 
for  safe  custody.  The  gaols  and  prison -ships  were  crouded  to 
a  degree,  that  endangered  the  lives  of  all,  and  proved  fatal  to 
those  of  many.  In  July,  1804?,  there  were  stowed  in  Sandy's 
provost  above  400  of  these  wretched  victims.  The  prison 
abuses  in  Ireland,  under  Doctor  Trevor  and  his  associates,  have 
from  time  to  time  been  the  frequent  object  of  complaint,  and  eome 
inconclusive  proceedings  have  been  had  upon  them  in  the  court  of 
Ij^ings  Et^nch  in  Ireland,  and  in   the  Imperial  Parliament  for 


Uorsi^ 


188  The  Reign  of  George  II L 

1805.    O'Connor,  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  Oliver  Bond, 
Dr.  M'Ncvin,  ?ind  other  leaders  of  that  pjarty.     He 

several  years  successively.  They  have  been  the  subject  of  many 
di£Fercnt  publications  from  the  sufferers.  Mr.  St.  John 
Mason,  a  protestant  barrister  at  law,  in  1810,  published  in 
London,  a  most  afflicting  (almost  incredible  J  account  of  these 
cruelties  under  the  following  title.  *♦  Prison  abuses  in  Ireland, 
<^  exemplified  by  documents  setting  forth  the  oppressions 
**  and  atrocities  of  Doctor  Trevor,  and  his  associates,  as 
**  practiced  upon  tjie  state  prisoners  of  Kilmainlaam,  which 
*♦  oppressions  are  alledged  to  have  been  committed  hy  order  of 
**  Government,  during  the  -Earl  of  Hardwicke's  administratioD 
^*  in  Ireland.  Selected  by  St.  John  Mason,  Esq.  Barrister  at 
*■*  Law,  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Hon.  R.  B.  Sheridan.  If 
*f  trull/  stated^  the  treatment  of  those pisoners  is  a  disgrace  to  aU 
<«  civilized  Governments,  ( Peter  Moore,  Esq.  M.  P.  Speech  in 
**  Parliament.")  The  author  has  prefixed  to  this  work  the  fol- 
lowing notice  to  his  readers.  ^<  Mr.  Sheridan  assures  me,  that 
'f  he  will,  notwithstanding  the  treacherous  and  underhand 
<*  efforts,  which  I  know  have  been  made  by  the  delinquents, 
<*  to  bring  forward  early  in  the  ensuing  session  of  Parliament, 
*«  the  question  of  prison  abuses  in  Ireland,  particularly  those  of 
"  Kilmainham,  as  practiced  upon  the  qtale  prisoners,  during 
'*  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke's  administration,  in  which  I  also 
*  know,  that  he  will  be  aided,  if  transcendency  of  talent  such 
'  as  his  can  require  aid,  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
•*  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

f^t.  John  Mason.*' 
For  tlie  autiieuticatcd  cieiails  of  crtieltics  practiced  upon  the 
prisoners  under  the  managfment  of  Doctor  Trevor  the  reader 
is  referred  to  Mr.  Mason's  book.  But  this  system  of  oygt^ 
ffunishing  the  state  prisoners,  appears  to  have  taken  itff*  rise 
from  a  liighcr  qaartor.  Witness  what  has  been  before  said  of 
the  extraordinary  sufferings  of  Colonel .  Despard  in  1798,  and 
'vhqt  the   Earl  of  Moira  -jaid  \n   the.   Louse  of  Lords  of  Lord 
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remained  cohfined  there  till  1 798,  whence  he  ,  ^^f- 
was  sent  with  Mr.  O'Connor  and  others  to  Fort 
George  in  Scotland.  When,  with  others,  he 
was  liberated  at  the  conclusion  of  the  peace, 
he  proceeded  to  France,  whence  he  had  lately 
returned  to  the  North  of  Ireland,  where  he  had 
be«n  for  many  years  extremely  popular,  highly 
respected,  and  generally  confided  in.  He  had 
written  some  pamphlets  on  the  state  of  Ireland 

Cloncurry,  who,  from  like  suspicion,  was  confined  two  years 
in  the  tower  of  London,  without  pen,  ink  or  paper,  with  two 
guards  in  his  room  changed  every  two  hours.  He  had  petitioned 
^he  Secretary  of  State  for  his  enlargement,  in  vain,  and  had  the 
authority  of  Lord  ComwalUs,  that  no  charge  had  been  trans- 
mitted  from  Ireland  against  him.  He  was  discharged  without 
trial.  Beyond  the  severity  of  corporal  punishment,  there 
appears  to  have  been  exercised  by  Doctor  Trevor  a  species  of 
malignant  severity  upon  the  minds  and  consciences  of  his  prison- 
ers. Among  other  state  prisoners  at  Kilmainham  was  a  Mr. 
Dixon,  a  gentleman  of  large  property  and  high  respectibility. 
He  had  more  indulgences  allowed  him  than  any  other  of  his 
fellow  state  prisoners.  By  special  grace,  a  priest  of  his  own 
persuasion  (he  was  a  Catholic)  was  permitted  to  have  access. 
to  hts  room  on  Sundays  and  Holydays^  to  celebrate  mass ; 
but  during  the  whole  performance  of  that  service^  a  common 
felon,  to  whose  custody  the  state  prisoners  were  committed, 
stood  regularly  sentinel  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Dixon's  ,room, 
in  order  to  keep  off  any  other  cathotic  prisoners,  all  of  whom 
were  denied  the  spiritual  comfort  of  having  divine  service  per- 
formed for  them,  for  the  space  of  three  years,  notwithstanding 
numerous  and  urgent  applications  for  that  purpose.  It  is  also 
2c  fact,  not  altogether  unworthy  of  observation,  that  during  the 
whole  time  of  that  state  imprisonment  at  Kilmainham,  tho 
Protestant  chapel  of  the  prison  was  used  as  a  shamble^ 
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1803     before  the  year   1798,  in  wliich  he  displayed  great 

talent,   information  and  apparent  interest   in   the 

liberty  of  Ills  country.     With  all  these  personal, 

local  and  political  advantages,  Mr.  Russell  had  been' 

labouring  some  months  in  the  Cos,  of  Down  and 

Antrim  to  stir  up  rebellion,    and  such  was  the 

unassailable  loyalty  of  th^  North,  heretofore  consi^ 

dered  the  hot  bed  of  disaffection,  that  during  that 

whole  time  he  was  not  able  to   muster  more  than 

fourteen  of  the  most  abject  cast ;    some  abandoned 

drunkards  and  others   idcots   and  mad.     Through 

the    contemptible    and   desperate    means   of  such 

subjects,  had  Mr.  Rvissell  the  enthusiastic  phrenzy 

of  attempting  to  raise  the  country  into  a  flame  by 

publishing  and  circulating  the  following  summons 

to  rebellion. 

Ru..cii«s  «  THOMAS  RTJSSELL. 

pioclama-  -hti  r      •%         t-»         •• 

tion.         "  Member    ot  the  Provisional    Government  and 

"  General  in  chief  of  the  Northern  District. 
"  Men  of  Ireland  !  once  more  in  arms  to  assert 
"  the  rights  of  mankind,  liberate  your  country! 
"  You  see  by  the  secrecy,  with  which  this  effort 
lias  bcon   conducted,  and  by  the  multitudes  in 
all  parts  of  Ireland,  who  are  engaged  in  executing 
tliis  great  object,  that  your  Provisional  Govem- 
^'  ment  has  acted  with  wisdom.     You  will  see,  that 
*^  in  Dublin,  the  West,  the  North  and  the  South, 
^*  the  blow  has  been  struck  in  the  same  moment. 
Your  enemies  can  no  more  withstand,  than  they 
could  foresee  this  mighty  exertion.     The   pro- 
clamation and  regulations  wiJI  sliow,  that  your 
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^  interest  and  honor  have  been  considered.  Your  /*J^ 
'^  General,  appointed  by  that  Government  to  com- 
"  tnand  in  this  district,  has  only  to  exhort  you  to 
*^  comply  with  these  regulations.  Your  valour  is 
*•  well  known ;  be  as  just  and  humane  as  you  are 
**  brave,  and  then  rely  with  confidence,  that  God, 
"  with  whom  alone  is  victory,  will  crown  your. 
**  efforts  with  success.  The  General  orders,  that 
*•  hostages  shall  be  secured  in  all  quarters  ;  and 
*^  hereby  apprizes  the  English  Commander,  that 
*^  any  outrage,  contrary  to  the  ackhowledged  laws 
*^  of  war,  and  of  morality,  shall  be  retaliated  in 
^*  the  severest  manner.  And  he  further  makes 
?*  known,  that  such  Irish,  as  in  ten  day  from  the  date 
**  of  this,  are  found  in  arms  against  their  country, 
^*  shall  be  treated  as  rebels,  committed  for  trial,  and 
**  their  properties  confiscated.  But  all  men  be- 
**  having  peaceably,  shall  be  under  the  protection 
f  ^  of  the  law. 

«^  Head  Quarters,  July  24th,  1 803.*' 

The  only  effect  of  this  frantic  proclamation  was 
to  awaken  the  vigilance  and  sharpen  the  severity  of 
the  Magistrates,  and  drive  the  very  few  affected 
V>y  it,  into  obscurity  or  flight. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  Further 
havmg  been  apprised,  that  the  insurrection  had  Govern- ' 
been  completely  put  down  before  midnight,  came"'"'* 
to  Dublin,  guarded  with  a  small  escort  of  Dragoons. 
A  privy  council  sat  for  several  hours,  and  a  pro- 
clamation  was  prepared  and  issued  on  Monday 
morniiTg,  ordering  the  army  to  disperse  all  assem> 
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180S.  ijlies  of  armed  rebels,  and  to  do  military  execution 
upon  all  such  found  in  arms.  Barriers  were  erected 
in  Dublin,  and  strong  detachments  stationed  with 
canon  *  upon  the  bridges,  and  in  the  most  frequented 
avenues  and  passes  in  the  city.  After  the  hour  of 
danger  had  passed,  superabundant  caution  was 
taken.  After  the  insurrection  was  over,  the 
mansion-house  was  broken  open,  and  robbed  of  its 
arms.  The  Lord  Mayor  had  received  no  notice 
of  die  expected  insurrection,  and  was  in  the  coun- 
try, when  it  exploded.     The  streets,  were  paraded 

right  and   day  by    military    patroles;   even    the 
theatres  were  shut  up  ;  and  every  suspected  person 

was  taken  into  custody. 

*  As  the  English  Ministers  confidently  undertook  to  prove 
to  the  nation,  that  the  conduct  of  the  administration  in  Ireland » 
under  Lord  Hardwicke,  had  been  uniformly  that  of  a  iioise^ 
provident  and  vigorous  Government ;  (vide  Lord  Castlereagh's 
speech  on  Sir  John  Wrottesley's  motion)  it  is  important  to 
make  it  known,  that  with  all  the  previous  knowledge  of  pre- 
parations for  a  conspiracy  possessed  by  Government,  on  the 
23d  of  July,  there  were  in  Dublin  only  6  pieces  of  ordnance  ia 
the  Castle,  and  two  artillery  men,  who  were  invalids.  After 
the  Government  had  however  made  the  full  experiment  of  their 
favourite  tactic  of  not  urging  the  rebels  to  postpone  their  attempts 
hy  any  appearance  of  too  much  precaution  and  preparatton  of 
inviting  rebellion j  in .  order  to  ascertain  its  extent,  and  of 
forcing  premature  explosion  for  the  purpose  of  radical  cure, 
they  had  now  discovered,  that  the  whole  number  of  those  ia 
Dublin  and  Kildare,  who  would  stand  to  the  work  of  treason^ 
did  not,  after  8  months  uninterrupted  preparation,  exceed 
four  score,  and  those  of  the  lowest  cast  iand  most  despicable 
character  of  the  community,  (Vide  Mr.  Canning's  reply  tQ 
l,Qrd  Custlcreagh' 8  speech.)  • 
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Not  only  the  general  alarming  state  of  the  }^!^ 
coim.try,  but  more  especially  the  xmfortimate  judgei  un. 
murder  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Kilwarden,  caUed  ^"jf  ^^^"^ 
upon  Government  to  afford  efficient  and  public 
protection  to  the  Judges,  who  were  now  about  to 
go  the  summer  circuits.  It  was  evidently  a  service 
of  alarm  and  danger  for  the  Judges  to  go  to  admi- 
nister justice  in  the  different  provinces,  in  the 
moment  of  so  much  agitation  and  confusion,  as 
the  late  explosion  in  the  capital  had  spread  through- 
out the  nation.  The  apprehensions  of  Government 
manifested  in  their  very  caution,  tended  to  increase 
the  evil.  The  unusual  appearance  of  the  Judges 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer  setting  out  for  their  respec- 
tive circuits,  imder  military  escorts,  gave  room 
for  apprehending  more  danger,  than  even  existed. 
Each  Judge,  before  his  departiure  received  an 
offidal  letter  from  Sir  E.  B.  Littlehales,  the  war 
Minister,  written  by  command  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant on  the  26th  of  July,  inclosing  the  following 
order  to  the  army  in  the  districts  of  the  respective 
durcuits,  which  they  had  to  go. 

**  To  the  officers  commanding  his  Majesty's  forces 
**  in  the  (e.  g.  north  west)  circuit  of  the  Judges. 

^*  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  furnish  such  escort 
^^  as  may  be  required  by  the  Judges  for  their  pro- 
^*  tection.**  By  order  of  the  commander  of  the 
forces.  William  Raymond,  D.  A.  G. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  his  Majesty  sent  a  message  King'sme«- 
to  each  house  of  Parliament,  expressing  the  deepest  ^utionair 
regret,  that  a  treasonable  and  rebellious  spirit  of  ^*"*^ 
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190X  insurrection  had  manifested  itself  in  Ireland,  which 
had  been  marked  by  circumstances  of  pieculiar 
atrocity  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  and  anticipating 
tjieir  concurrence  in  adopting  the  measures  best 
calculated  to  afford  protection  and  security  to  his 
faithful  subjects  in  Iieland,  and  to  restore  and 
preserve  general  tranquility.  In  consequence  of 
that  nicssage,  bills  were  immediately  passQd  on  that 
night  for  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus  and  en- 
forcing military  law  in  Ireland.  They  pasi^d  both 
hoiises  unanimously.  In  the  house  of  Commons, 
Mr.  Windham  proposed  an  amendment,  (which  he 
afterwards  withdrew)  that  in  a  matter  of  so  much 
consequence,  they  should  be  allowed  24  hours 
consideration  before  they  passed  bills  of  that  wide 
discretion  and  severe  extremity.  The  debate  of 
th^t  night  was  far  from  being  uninteresting  to 
Ireland.  It  drew  from  the  prime  Minister,  i^vow* 
al^  mainly  illustrative  of  the  general  system  of  his 
Government,  though  not  strictly  relevant  to  the 
queMJoa  then  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  house. 
"  In  the  first  bill,  said  Mr.  Addington,  it  was 
^*  proposed  to  give  the  Lord  Lieutenant  power  to 
*'  order  all,  that  were  detained  under  certain  cir- 
'^  cumstances  tp  be  tried  by  Court  Marti^.  But 
•'  as  it  may  not  be  wished  to  try  all,  that  piay  be 
*^  detained,  and  as  person^  may  be  taken  up,  whom 
it  may  not  always  be  adviseable  to  bring  to  trial ; 
and  as  persons  committed  by  civil  process  could 
not  he  tried  by  court  martial,  it  was  adviseable, 
that  there  should  b^  a  power  of  withholdjpg  from 
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*^  trial.  On  this  ground  therefore  and  on  this  only,  *^ 
**  he  Vested  the  suspension  he  meant  to  propose. 
**  He  reverted  with  pleasure  to  the  consideration 
**  of  the  hands,  in  which  this  power  would  be 
♦*  vested.  During  two  years  and  a  half,  that  Lord 
**  Hardwicke  had  held  that  Government  in  tim^ 
*'  of  difficulty,  and  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty 
*^  of  Amiens,  while  marshal  law  there  was  still 
*^  in  force  ;  many  persons  advised  the  continuance 
**  iof  that  law.  You  Sir,  said  the  Chancellor  of  the 
•*  Exchequer  to  the  Speaker,  you  know  well  what 
**  Were  the  sentiments,  which  he  expressed  tfti 
**  that  subject ;  for  you  coincided  in  them,  and 
*^  participated  in  the  merit  of  discontinuing  the 
*'  measure.  Lord  Hardwicke  was  anxious  on  the 
^*  signing  of  the  peace,  to  give  up  to  the  people  the 
**  established  form  of  law  and  justice,  and  the 
^'  act  was  suffered  to  expire  without  renewal. 
"  Since  that  time,  an  eminent  legal  character  in 
Ireland  had  been  succeeded  by  a  person,  who. 
had  filled  the  chair  of  that  house,  (Lord 
Redesdale)  but  of  whom  he  would  say  nodiing, 
as  there  could  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  his  merit, 
only  to  observe,  that  I-.ord  Hardwicke's  having 
^'  the  advice  of  that  distinguished  person,  afforded 
an  additional  pledge,  that  in  such  hands  *  the 
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*  Little  did  Mr.  Addington  then  foresee  the  consequence  of 
boasting,  that  Lord  Hardwicke  and  the  Irish  Government 
moved  under  the  influence  and  advice  of  Lord  Redesdale. 
Subsequent  events  will  bring  forth  the  policy,  sentiments,  and 
conduct  of  that  nobleman  towards  Ireland,     That  was  not  the 
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^^^     *'  great  powers  he  proposed  to   give  would    b^ 
"  safe.'*     This  Minister  claimed  credit  for  Having 


proud  day,  on    which    Mr.  Addington   laid  the  foundation  of 
his   political   sagacity.     Mr.    Windham  observed,    that    **  the 
Right  Honorable  Gentleman  came  before  theniy  in  a  sort  of  staM" 
meting  hurry  and  trcpedition^  indicating  nothing  but  confused 
and  excessive  alarm.     He  had  beslovxd  his  praises  very  UberaUifj 
on  Chancellors^  Lord  Lieutenants^  Speakers ^  S^c,      It  seemed  to 
be  like  a  day  of  eulogy  at  College^  tchere  the  'vohole  business  is  to 
praise  the  founder  and  benefactors.      Ever  since  the  rem>vation 
of  hostilities  with   France,  and  the  failure  of  Lord  Melville's 
negociation    for    bringing    back    Mr.    Pitt    to   his   Majesty's 
councils,  Mr.  Addington  looked  upon  them  both  as  much  his 
opponents,  as  the  rest  of  the  seceders.     He  had  for  some  time 
therefore,  sought  to  strengthen  his  administration  by  recruits 
from  the  old  opposition.     The  only  one,  who  had  fonnally  en- 
listed under  his  banners  was  Mr.  Tiemey,  and  he  had  accepted 
of  the  Treasurership  of  the  navy,  as  lately  as  the  1st  of  June* 
Mr.  Addington  had  attempted  private  negociations  with  several 
of  the  leading  gentlemen  of  the   old  opposition ;  and  fondly 
imagined,  that  Mr.    Sheridan,    in  particular,  would  not   ulti- 
mately   prove   inexorable.     In  his  vast  powers  of  repartee,  ^^t, 
and  eloquence,  he   had  anticipated   triumph  over  Messrs.  Pitt, 
Windham,   and   Canning.      What  the  Minister  had  not  quite 
effected  by  private  solicitation  at  his  lodge  in  Richmond-park^ 
where  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Erskine  had,  by  invitation,  spent 
a  day  and  night,  l.e  hoped  to  accomplish  by  public  adulation, 
from  th?   treasury  bench  in   St.  Stevens.     **  He  only  asked  for 
•*  coiifidericc  ;  and  then  it  was,  that  the  Honorable  Gentlemaix 
**  (Mr.  Shcridau}  c/inced  that  true  public  spirit  and  parliament 
**  tury  rectitude,  v/liich  had  distinguished  him  on  every  try^mg 
**  occasion,  as  well  on  the  meeting  at  the  Nore  and  the  scarcity, 
•'  aa  the  contest   with  the  northern   powers,  when    he  said,  let 
*•  us  save  the  ship  and  tht-n  try  the  captain.     His  conduct  had 
"*  bt':n  directed  by  a  similar  spirit  under  the  threatened  invasion. 
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advised  the  measure  upon  the  strength  .of  the  /®^- 
facts  contained  in  the  proclamation,  but  that  was 
not  all  the  information^  which  rcas  in  the  possession 
of  his  Majesty's  Ministers.  They  had  other 
information,  which  from  several  circumstances,  it 
would  not  be  right  at  that  time  to  disclose,  more 
especially,  when  the  enemy  openly  avowed  his 
designs  of  invasion; 

On  the  4th  of  August,  an  address,    signed  by  cathoi; 
the  most  respectable  Roman  Catholics  in  and  about  t^eTwd^ 
Dublin,  was  presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  a  Lieutenant 
deputation   consisting  of   the   Earl  of  Fmgal  and  answer. 
Lord   Viscount    Gormanstown    and    the    Titular 
Archbishops  of  Armagh  and  Dublin.     It  expressed 
their  utmost   horror    and    detestation  of  the  late 

•*  He  said,  he  would  not  argue  about  Ministers.  Let  us  yavr 
**  the  country.  I  have  not  (said  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche 
**  quer,  not  very  sincerely^  for  Messrs.  Erskine  and  Sheriduu 
**  had  then  spent  a  long  day  with  him  till  5  o'clock  in  the 
♦*  morning)  the  honor  of  being  acquainted  with  the  Honorabh' 
Gentlemen,  further  than  that  parliamentary  acquaintance, 
which  one  Member  generally  has  with  another.  I  have 
not  agreed  with  him  in  a  great  number  of  instances,  but 
**  I  venerate  his  conduct  on  every  great  occasion,  as  all 
**  true  Englishmen  murt.  It  will  be  richly  rewarded  in  the 
**  honorable  record,  which  it  will  obtain  in  the  page  of  history." 
The  House  applauded  the  panegyric  ;  but  Mr.  Sheridan  lent 
not  his  talents  and  virtue  to  support  Mr.  Pitt's  system  of  Go- 
vernment, under  the  firm  of  /Iddington  and  Co.  It  was  how- 
ever, soon  after  falsely  given  out  in  the  ministerial  papers,  that 
Mr.  Shendan  had  accepted  of  the  Presidency  of  the  Board  of 
Controul,  in  the  room  of  Lord  CaptWeagh,  who  \va<  ^^o  go  to 
the  Admiralty. 
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i«(».  atrocious  proceedings,  their  attachment  to  the 
King  and  admiration  of  the  constitutioa.  b  con* 
tained  a  special  declaration,  that  however  ardent 
their  wish  might  be  to  participate  inthe  fijll  enjoy* 
ment  of  its  benefits,  they  never  ^ould  b«:|>r0^^ 
to  seek  for  such  participation  through  jany  iptte* 
medium,  than  that  of  the  free  unbiassed4et!»i3unja- 
tion  of  the  legislature,  They'isrofessed  to  n\As 
common  cause  with  their  couiitcy  in  support  of  his 
Mjgesty's  throne  and  Government,  and  tpentml^in 
a  high  sense  of  the  advantages  and  security  they 
enjoyed  under  his  Excellency's  mild  firm  .«id 
impartial  administration.  Lord  Hardwidsie's  an- 
swer acknowledged  his  conviction  of  their  sia- 
cerity,  and  his  gratification  in  their  declaration 
to  make  common  cause  against  the  designs  of 
France,  and  the  disturbers  of  internal  tranqiiility. 
It  glanced  not  at  their  wish  to  be  admitted  to  a 
partidpation  of  the  benefits  of  the  constitution, 
which  he  stood  pledged  to  oppose ;  but  acknowledg- 
ed the  pleasing  manner,  in  which  they  had  expressed 
their  favourable  opinion  of  his  administration  of 
his  Majesty's  Government  In  that  country ;  under 
the  guize  of  which  he  hoped  to  keep  his  observance 
of  that  pledge  out  of  sight. 
tem^o7 « -  Whatever  may  have  been  the  groimds  for 
verity.  charging  the  Irish  Government  with  remissness 
improvidence  or  neglect  in  not  preventing  the 
insurrection  of  the  23  of  July,  with  all  the  informa- 
tion and  means,  which  they  possessed,  it  appeared 
to  be  their  fixed  revolve  to  expose  themselves  to  no 
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such  charge  in  future.  Now,  that  it  had  been 
Jproved,  that  after  8  months  preparation,  Mr. 
£nimett  could  not  engage  above  80  men  from 
.^JtieiDBter  Munster  and  Connaught,  nor  Mr.  Russell 
^  above  iburteen  from  the  whole  of  Ulster,  a  new 
Wf%\em^  o£  suspicious  severity  was  entered  upon, 
that  did  not  certainly  encrease  the  affection  and 
tranquffity  of  tliii  country.  Many  persons,  who 
liad  been  obnoxious  *  to  Government  or  to  the 
^gj^pO^  QT  ^vourites  of  the  castle,  were  apprehended 
.  witbottt  amy  ^^barg^  or  ostensible  cause  of  detention. 
And  as  it  usu^Iy  happena,  when  strong  measuccs 
&te .  resorted  to  fc^  a  weak  Government,  tke^sub- 
akems,  who  advised  them  against  reason,  executed 
iheBi  without  discretion.  On  thb  occasion,  most 
of  those,  who  upon  the  Secretary's  warrants  were 
thrown  into  Gaol,  under  colour  of  the  suspension 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus^  were  treated  with  a  rigorous 
inhumanity,  which  the  law  neither  int^ided  nor 
warranted.!  The  sytem  of  espionage  was  extended, 
and  the  wages  of  information  raised.J 

*  Some  of  these  were  Mr,  William  Todd  Jones  at  Cork,  who 
was  arrested  on  the  29th  of  July,  and  after  him  Messrs.  Drenan, 
Donovan  and  others,  Mr.  Ross  M'Cann,  Bernard  Coile,  Mr. 
James  Tandy  and  others  at  Dublin. 

-)*  These  abuses  of  the  state  prisoners  are  mentioned  hereaftor, 
J  Not  only  rewards  of  lOOOl.  were  offered  for  the  information 
of  any  of  the  murderers  of  Lord  Kil warden »  or  his  nephew 
Mr.  Wolfe,  and  for  the  apprehension  of  Mr.  RuE8ell»  but  a 
reward  of  501.  for  each  of  the  first  one  hundred  rebels,  who 
might  be  discovered,  that  were  of  the  number,  who  appeared 
im^er  arms  in  Thomas-strcet  on  Saturday  night  the  2Sd  July  : 
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^^,  "  of  such  information,  as  had  been  received  re- 
^^  specting  the  late  rebellious  movements  in  Ireland, 
together  with  copies  of  such  information  as  had 
been  received  respecting  the  present  state  of  that 
*•  coimtry."  This  Gentleman  ever  alive  to  the 
interests  of  his  country,  prefaced  his  motion  with 
a  very  impressive  exposition  of  the  state  of  Ireland* 
Often  had  he  called  on  Ministers  to  investigate,  with 
a  due  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  people,  their 
wants  and  desires,  and  if  they  should  manifest  a 
serious  and  sincere  intention  to  satisfy  them,  the 
Empire  would,  from  that  moment,  be  put  into  a 
state  of  perfect  security  against  foreign  enmity  and 
domestic  treason.  They  would  thereby  render  the 
Union,  what  it  was  intended,  and  ought  to  be,  an 
act  of  settlement,  and  not  a  source  of  future  revolu- 
tion. He  was  thankful  for  many  improvements  in 
his  country,  but  much  yet  remained  to  be  atchieved. 
Till  the  cause  of  internal  discord  were  removed, 
till  there  should  be  no  distinction  of  sects  and 
factions,  till  there  should  be  no  name  but  that  of 
Irishman  known  throughout  the  country,  the 
Empire  could  not  be  deemed  to  be  in  a  state  of 
security.  The  Honorable  Member  oflFered  the  most 
wholesome  advice,  which  unfortunately  is  still 
more  than  ever  wanted.  He  wshed  a  deputation 
to  be  sent  to  look  into  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  to 
report  faithfully  to  the  house,  what  was  her  situa- 
tion  and  what  were  the  wants  of  her  people.  Thev 
either  knew  them  not,  or  knowing,  despised  them. 
He  strongly  and   most  wisely  recommended  them 
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to  send  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  Ireland,  with  eman«  ^  Jf^?" 
cipation  in  his  handL      His  Royal   Highness  had 
recently  nnade  the  most  loyal,  noble  and  patriotic 
tender  of  his  services  on  this  critical  situation  of 
the  Empire.*    The  benefit  of  accepting  of  them  in 

*  The  Honorable   Member  Jhere   alluded   to  the  patriotic, 
spirited  and  constitutional  application  made  in  the  course  of  the 
suBuner  by  the   Prince  of  Wales  to  the  crown,  through  the 
Prime  Minister,  for  a  military  command,  which  Mr.  Addington 
had  been  induced  to  advise  the  crown   repeatedly   to  refuse. 
This   ill-judged  advice  was  traced  to    that  baneful  influence, 
which  was  well  known  to  be  exercised  by  the  Duke  of  York 
upon  the  mind  of  his  Royal   Father.      Notwithstanding  the 
Ministers   were  so    conscious,    that    the    Commander-in-chief 
possessed  not   that  talent   or  experience,  nor  commanded  that 
confidence  of  the  army  and  ths  people,  which  were  necessary  to 
meet  the  danger  of  invasion,  that  they  placed  in  tlie  pocket  of 
the    Marquis  Comwallis,  a  dormant  commission,    appointing 
him  to  supersede  his  Hoyal  Highness  and  act  as  Comma uder-in- 
chief,  from  the  moment  the  enemy  should  attempt  a  landing. 
For  the  £uc  exposure  of  the  modern   history  of  Ireland,  it 
cannot  be  too  frequently  illustrated,  that  the  two  main  points 
of  Mr.  Pitt's  system  were  the  defrradation  of  tlie  heir  apparv-nt, 
and  the  incapacitating  of  Ireland  to  obtain  her  emancipation  : 
both  of  which  his  craft  had  concealed  from  the  observatloa  of 
ihc  public,  till  the  secret  springs  were  deranged  aud  dis^iovLivJ 
by  his  inept  Journeyman  and  successor  in  office.     The  transaction 
"•ave  rise    to  a  correspondence  of  high  importance,  but  of  too 
much  length  to  be  hei-e inserted.     The  reader  v.-ill  be  gratifrd 
to   read  the  tv/o  letters  from  the  Prince  to   his  leather,  which 
with    nervous     dignity    display    the    spirit  of   his    Majesty's 
Government,  and  refer  to  his  Royal  Highnesses  former  fe;.ling 
and  conduct,  when  rebellion  raged  in  Ireland,  in  I79S.     The^^? 
letters  will  afford  melancholy  evidence,  how  little  rca'ji>n,  sound 
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]^^  that  way  would  be  incalculable.    Were  the  heir 
apparent  to  the  Crown  sent  on  such  a  misdon  of 

policy  and   sincerity  moved  the   wheels  of  that  system,  which 
has  brought  the  Empire  to  its  present  erentful  crisis. 

LETTER  TO  THE   KING. 
SIR, 

A  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  Mr.  Addingtoa  sud 
myself  on  a  subject,  which  deeply  involves  my  honour  and  cha^ 
racter.  The  answers,  which  I  have  received  from  that  Gentleman, 
the  communication,  which  he  has  made  to  the  House  oCCommoni, 
leave  me  no  hope  but  in  aa  appeal  to  the  justice  of  your  M^eatj. 
I  make  that  appeal  with  confidence,  because  I  feel  that  you  are 
my  natural  advocate  and  with  the  sanguine  hope,  that  the  ears  of 
an  affectionate  father  may  still  be  opened  to  the  supplications  of 
of  a  dutiful  son. 

I  ask  to  be  allowed  to  display  the  best  energies  of  my  charac- 
ter ;  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  my  blood  in  support  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's Person,  Crown  and  Dignity ;  for  this  is  not  a  war  for  em- 
pire, glory  or  dominion,  but  for  existence.     In  this  contest^  the 
lowest  and  humblest  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  have  been  called 
on  :  it  W0U14  therefore  little  become  me,  who  am  thc^  first  j  and 
who  Stand  at  the  very  footstool  of  the  Throne,  to  remain  a  tame, 
and  idle,  and  lifeless  spectator  of  the  mischiefs,  which  threaten  us, 
unconscious  of  the  dangers,  which  surround  us,  and  indifferent  to 
the  consequencee,  which  may  follow.     Hanover  is  lost — England 
is  menaced  with  invasion — Ireland  is  in  rebellion — Europe  is  at 
the  foot  of  France.     At  such  a  moment  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
yielding  to  none  of  your  servants  in  zeal  and  devotion— -to  none 
of  your  subjects  in  duty — to  none  of  yoiir  children  in  tenderness 
and  affection,  presumes  to  approach  you,  and  again  to  repeat 
those  offers,  which  he  has  already  made  through  your  Majesty's 
Ministers,     A  feeling  of  honest  ambition}  a  sense  of  what.^. 
owe  to  myself  and  my  family  ;  and  above  all,  the  fear  of  sinking 
in  the   estimation  of    that  gallant  army,  which  may    be    tfce 
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Grace,  even  the  most  disaffected  would  hml  the  ,  *^ 
paternal  love  of  the  monarch,  and  be  foremost  in 

support  of  your  Majesty's  crowa,  and  my  best  hope  hereafter, 
command  me  to  persevere,  and  to  assure  your  Majesty,  with  all 
humility  and  respect ,  that  consciopt  of  the  justice  of  my  claim, 
no  human  power  can  ever  induce  me  to  relinquish  it. 

AUow  me  to  say.  Sir,  that  I  am  bound  to  adopt  this  line 
of  conduct  by  every  motive  dear  to  me  as  a  man»  waA  laored  to 
me  n  a  Prince.  Ought  I  not  to  come  forvrard  in  i^Doment  of 
unexampled  difficulty  and  danger  ?  Ought  I  not  to  share  in  the 
glory  of  victory,  when  I  have  every  thing  to  lose  by  defeat  { 
The  highest  places  in  your  Majesty's  service  are  filled  by  the 
youngrer  branches  of  the  Royal  Family  ;  to  me  alone  no  place 
is  assigned.  I  am  not  thought  worthy  to  be  the  Junior  Major 
General  to  your  army.  If  I  could  submit  in  silence  to  such 
indignities,  I  should  indeed  deserve  such  treatment,  and  prove 
to  the  aatisfactioB  of  your  enemies  and  my  own,  that  I  am 
entirely  incapable  of  those  exertions,  which  my  birth  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  peculiarly  call  for.  Standing  so^near 
the  Throne,  when  I  am  debased,  the  cause  of  Royalty  is  wound* 
ed  ;  Xtlnnot  sink  in  public  opinion,  without  the  participation 
of  you/ Majesty  in  my  degradation.  Therefore^  every  motive 
of  private  feeling,  and  of  public  duty,  induce  me  to  implore 
your  Majesty,  to  review  your  decision,  and  to  place  me  in  that 
situation,  wjkich  my  birth,  the  duties  of  my  station,  the  exam- 
ple of  my  predecessors,  and  the  expectation  of  the  people  of 
England,  entitle  me  to  claim. 

Should  1  be  disappointed  in  the  hope,  whicli  1  have  formed, 
should  this  last  appeal  to  the  justice  of  my  Sovereign,  and  the 
affection  of  my  Father  fail  of  success,  I  shall  lament  in  silent 
submission  ttis  determination  :  but  Europe,  the  world,  and 
posterity,  must  judge  between  us. 

I  have  done  my  duty  ;  my  conscience  acquits  me ;  my 
reason  tells  me,  that  I  was  perfectly  justified  in  the  rcxjuest, 
which  I  have  aiade,  because  no  reasonable  arguments  have  e^icr 
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1803.     requiting  with  their  loyal  ener^s  his  desires  to 
relieve  the  wants  and  redress  the  grievances  of  his 

been  adduced  in  answer  to  my  pretensions*  The  precedents  in 
our  history  are  in  rty  favour :  but  if  they  were  not,  the  times, 
in  which  we  live,  and  especially  the  exigencies  of  the  pment 
moment  require  us  to  become  an  example  to  our  posterity* 

No  other  cause  of  refusal  has  or  can  be  asiOgTiedy  except  that 
it  was  the  if  ill  of  your  Majesty.  To  that  will  afid  pleasure  I 
bow  with  0rtrj  degree  of  humility  and  resignation,  but  I  can 
never  cease  to  complain  of  the  severity,  which  has  been  exercised 
against  me,  and  of  the  injustice,  which  I  h^ve  suftered,  till  I 
cease  to  exist.  I  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  niyself  frith  al} 
possible  devotion, 

Your  Majesty'* 
Most  dutiful  and  affectionate 

Son  and  Subject, 
(Signed)  G.  p. 

Brighton,  August,  6th. 

FRpM  THE  KING. 
My  dear  Son,  Windsor,  7th  Aw^*^ 

Though  I  applaud  your  zeal  and  your  spirit,  of  wbicl^  I  trusty 
no  one  can  suppose  any  of  my  Family  wanting ;  yet  consi- 
dering the  repeated  declarations  I  have  made  of  my  determinatioii 
on  your  former  applications  to  the  same  purpose,  I  had  flattered 
myself  to  have  heard  ko  further  on  the  subsect.  Should 
the  implacable  enemy  so  far  succeed  as  to  land,  you  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  shov/ing  your  zeal  at  the  head  of  your  regiment. 
It  v.ill  be  the  duty  of  every  man  to  stand  forward  pn  such  an 
occasion  ;  and  I  shall  ccrt:iinly  think  it  mine  to  set  an  example 
in  defence  of  every  thing,  that  is  cear  to  me  and  my  people. 

I  ever  remain,  dear  Son, 

Ycur  most  affccticnatc  Father, 

G.  R. 
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people*    This  would  establish  the  Royal  &nuly  aa^  }^^ 
deeply  in  the  hearts  of  the  whole  popidation,  that^ 


FROM  THE  PRINCE   TO  THE  KING. 
Sir,  Brighton,  9SA  Aug. 

I  have  delayed  thus  long  an  answer  to  the  letter,  which  your 
Mi^esty  did  me  the  honor  to  write,  from  a  wish  to  refer  to  a 
former  correspondence,  which  took  place  between  us  in  the  year 
I79i«  Those  letters  were  mislaid,  and  some  days  dapard  before 
I  coald  discover  them  ;  they  have  since  been  found.  Allow  me 
theii^  Sir,  to  recal  to  your  recollection  the  expresuona  you 
were  graciously  pleased  to  use,  and  which  I  once  before  took 
dw  liberty  of  reminding  you  of,  when  I  solicited  fereigp  service, 
upon  my  first  coming  into  the  army.  They  were.  Sir,  that 
your  Majesty  did  not  then  see  the  opportunity  for  it ;  but  th^. 
if  any  thing  was  to  arise  at  home,  I  ought  to  be  '^  first  and 
foremost."  There  cannot  be  a  strongrer  expression  in  the 
English  language,  or  more  consonant  to  the  feelings,  which  ani- 
mate my  heart.  In  this  I  agree  most  perfectly  with  your 
Majesty — ^^  I  ought  to  be  first  and  foremost;''  It  is  the  place, 
which  my  birth  assigns  me— which  £urope«-»which  the  English 
nation  expect  me  tp  fill— and  which  the  former  assurances  of 
your  Majesty  might  naturally  have  led  me  to  hope  I  should 
oceupy*  After  such  a  declaration  I  could  hardly  expect  to  be 
(old,  that  my  place  was  at  the  head  of  a  regiment  of  dragoons. 

I  luderstand  from  your  Majesty,  that  it  is  your  intention. 
Sir,  in  pursuance  of  that  noble  example,  which  you  have  ever 
shown  during  the  whole  course  of  your  Reign,  to  place  yourself 
at  the  head  of  the  people  of  England. — My  next  Brother,  the 
Duke  of  York,  commands  the  army ;  the  younger  branches  of 
nay  Family  are  either  Generals  or  Lieutenant  Generals  ;  and  I, 
who  am  the  Prince  of  Wales,  am  to  remain  a  Colonel  of 
Dragoons.  There  is  something  so  humiliating  in  the  contrast, 
that  those,  who  are  at  a  distance  would  either  doubt  the  reality, 
or  suppose  that  to  be  my  fault,  which  is  only  my  misfortune. 
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1^'   the  Icfyalty  of  none  of  them  would  ever  more  be 
shaken.     They  would  then  rally  round  the  Throne 

Who  could  imagrine  that  I,  who  am  the  oldest  Colonel  in  the 
vernce,  had  asked  for  the  rank  of  a  General  Officer  in  the 
army  of  the  King,  my  Father,  and  that  it  had  been  refused 
me  ! 

I  am  sorry*  much  more  than  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  break 
in  upon  your  leisure*  and  to  trespass  thus  a  second  time  on  the 
attention  of  your  Majesty.  But  I  havei  Sir*  an  interest  in  my 
character  more  valuable  to  me  than  the  Throne*  and  dearer* 
far  dearer*  to  mtt  than  life.  I  am  called  upon  by  that  interest 
to  persevere,  and  I  pledge  myself  never  to  desist,  till  I  receive 
that  satisfaction*  which  the  justice  of  my  claim  leads  me  to 
expect. 

In  these  unhappy  tiroes,  the  world,  Sir,  examines  the  conduct 
of  Princes  with  a  jealous*  scrutinising  and  malignant  eye.  No 
man  is  more  aware  than  I  am  of  the  existence  of  such  a  disposi- 
tion* and  no  man  is  therefore  more  determined  to  place  himself 
above  ali  suspicion. 

In  desiring  to  be  placed  in  a  forward  situation*  I  have 
performed  one  duty  to  tbe  people  of  England ;  I  must  now 
perform  another,  and  humbly  supplicate  your  Majesty  to  assign 
tlK>se  reasons,  which  indaced  you  to  refuse  a  request,  which 
appears  to  roe  and  the  world  so  reasonable  and  so  rational. 

.1  must  again  repeat  roy  concern,  that  I  am  obliged  to  continue 
a  Correspondence,  which  I  fear  is  not  so  grateful  to  your 
Majesty,  as  I  could  wish.  I  have  examined  my  own  heart — I 
am  convinced  of  the  Justice  of  my  cause — of  the  purity  of  my 
motiTes.  Reason  and  honor  forbid  me  to  yield :  where  do 
reason  is  allcdged,  I  am  ju3t}fyed  in  the  conclusion*  that  none 
can  be  given. 

In  this  candid  exposition  of  the  feelings,  which  have  agitated 
arid  depressed  my  wounded  mind,  I  hope  no  expression  has  cscap- 
ef]  me,  which  can  be  construed  to  mean  the  sbghctcst  disrespect 
-nv??  \- Ma/?.:  V.     I  most  r>ole  ml  y  disavow   any  such   intention; 


<» 


AdministraHaf,  of  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  209 

of  their  gracious  sovereign,  offering  not  vainly  to  ^^^ 
shed  their  best  blood  in  its  support.  He  was  at  a 
loss  to  conceive,  why  ih  the  daily  profession  of 
new  projects  of  defence,  the  person  most  called 
upon  by  interest  and  best  qualified  by  nature  to^ 
take  the  conspicuous  and  important  lead,  was  the 
only  person  restrained  from  acting.  To  keep  him 
thus  in  the  back  ground,  was  to  weaken  the  high 
respect,  in  wluch  the  people  were  generally  disposed 
to  hold  the  monarchy,  and  an  effort  as  wicked,  as 
it  viras  weak,  to  render  the  Prince  uBpopubr  by 
fixing  him  Math  an  apathy  for  a  people,  to  which 
he  was  most  warmly  attached.  The  motion  waft 
opposed  by  Ministers  on  the  ground,  that  it  was 
more  than  useless  to  demand  information  from 
Government  upon  the  state  of  Ireland,  without 
having  proposed  any  specific  measure  to  be  ingrafted 
upon  such  information  when  received,  and  that  on 
the  very  eve  of  a  prorogation.  They  roundly 
asserted,  that  the  Irish  Government  had  not  beeb 

but  the  circumstances  of  the  times— « the  danger  of  invasion — the 
appeal  which,  has  been  made  to  all  your  subjects,  oblige  me  to 
recollect  what  I  owe  to  mine  own  honor  and  my  own  character, 
and  to  state  to  your  Majesty,  with  plainness,  truth  and  candouri 
but  with  all  the  submission  of  a  subject,  and  the  duty  of  an  affec*. 
tionate  son,  the  injuries,  under  which  I  labour,  and  which  it  is 
in  the  power  of  your  Majesty  alone  at  one  moment  to  redress. 

It  is   with   sentiments  of    the   profoundest   veneration  and 
respect,  that  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself. 

Your  Maiesty's  most  dutiful. 

Most  obedient  Son  and  Subject, 
(Signed)  G.  P. 
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^^^  surprised  oa  the  2Sd  of  July^  a»d  that  the  preven- 
tion of   what    did   happen,    would  have   taught 
wisdom  and  given  strength  to  the  rebel  cause.     The 
motion  was  negatived  "without  a  division,* 
prorogati-  t  Qn    the  uext    day  after    the    failure   of    Mr. 

on  of  Par-  ^       ' 

liamest  8^  Hutchinson^s  motion  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  his 
caution.  Majesty  prorogued  the  Parliament.  The  speech 
from  the  Throne,  as  far  as  it  related  to  Ireland, 
deplored  the  sangiunary  excesses  committed  by  the 
disa&cted,  but  his  Majesty  felt  convinced,  that  the 
activity;  tht^  courage  and  the  zeal  of  his  loyal 
subjects  would  defeat  any  future  attempt,  should 
any  be  made,  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom.     The  retnainder  of 

♦  Thii  debate  upon  the  whole  was  very  intercstingr.      Of  that 
part  of  Mr.  Hutchinson's  speech,  which  related  to  the  PrincCf 
no  notice   was  taken  by  any  of  the   Ministerial    party.     To 
thwart  his  Royal  Highness^  and  keep  Ireland  weak  and  divided, 
were  the  two  proniinent^ features  of  Mr.  Pitt's  domestic  policy, 
and  which   his  successors  stood  most  particularly  pledged  to 
follow  up.     Of  all  the  opposersof  the  motion,  none  spoke  with 
more  warmth  than  the  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Perceval.     The 
conclusion    of  his  speech  on  this  occasion,  explicitly  displayed 
the  principles  of  his  subsequent  conduct  towards  Ireland.     His 
opposition  to  her  wants  and  wishes  has  never  been  veiled  in  dupli- 
city or  in   mystery.     **  In  adverting,   said  He,  to   the  mersures, 
**  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  take  with  respect  to  Irtiaiid,  he 
"  trusted  whenever  that    subject  should    come  to  be  disrussed, 
*'  that  the  house  would  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  espediency 
*'  of  guarding  against  the  danger  of  aliciiallng  one  part  of  the 
"  community,  whose  affections  we  were  sure  of,  in  attempting 
*'  to   conciliate  another  part,  whose  affections  nr  unnr  xrc  dil 
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the  summer  in  Ireland,  was  devoted  most  actively  ^  jf^- 
by  Government,  to  the  detection  and  bringing  to 
condign  pimishment  the  leaders  and  accomplices  of 
the  late,  and  to  the  forwarding  of  all  cautionary  mea- 
sures against  future  insurrection.  Pastoral  exhor- 
tations to  loyalty,  and  the  manifestation  of  conspira- 
cies against  the  state,  were  read  in  all  the  Roman 
Catholic  chapels.  From  the  day  of  the  stispension 
^  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  all  magistrates  were 
Strictly  enjoined  to  permit  no  one  to  quit  the  coun- 
try without  passports.  Every  house  in  the  City 
and  neighbourhood  of  Dublin  were  searched  for 
arms,  and  several  gentlemen  of  approved  loyalty 
were  taken  into  custody.  Firmness  of  character, 
disapprobation  of  a  measure  of  Government, 
t)pposition  or  offence  to  any  servant  of  the  castle, 
sufficed  to  procure  a  warrant  for  apprehending  men 
of  undefiled  loycHy.  The  Commander-in-chief 
had  it  in  command  -Trom  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
express  to  the  regular  forces,  the  Militia  and 
Yeomanry,  his  Excellency's  wannest  approbation 
of  the  zeal,  alacrity  and  spirit,  which  they  had 
displayed  in  suppressing  the  late  rebellious  insur- 
rection. Particular  thanks  were  expressed  to  the 
Scotch  Fuzileers  and  Liberty  Rangers  for  their 
marked  zeal  and  exertions,  and  most  special  in- 
junctions were  enforced  upon  all  the  military  to 
refrain  from  any  act  of  severity  or  violence  beyond 
what  the  faithful  discharge  of  military  duty  should 
render  absolutely  indispensable. 
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"J^  Mr.  Emmett  after  the  disgrace,  failure 
Apprahen.  horror  of  the  night  of  the  23d  of  July  fled  with 
Mdexwi.^  whole  staff  to  the  Wicklow  mountains,  where 
ZauMtt  ^^  remained  concealed  for  about  a  week,  imposing 
upon  the  inhabitants,  of  whom  they  rather  ex- 
torted than  solicit^  refuge  and  support ;  they  were 
in  all  about  fourteen,  armed  with  swords  and 
fire  locks,  and  they  passed  themselves  for  French 
Officers.  Mr.  Emmett  himself  on  the  8th  day  after 
his  escape,  returned  under  the  name  of  Hewit  to 
his  old  lodgings  at  HaroldVcross,  where  during  a 
whole  inonth,  he  eluded  the  vigilance  of  Govern- 
ment and  the  police,  without  attempting  any  new 
project  of  insurrection,  that  has  come  to  light. 
He  was  at  last  taken  by  Major  Sirr,  who,  having 
procured  information  of  his  residence,  rushed 
unexpectedly  into  the  house,  as  he  was  sitting  down 
to  dinner ;  he  attempted  to  escape  through  a  back 
window,  but  was  pursued  and  secured  by  Major 
Sirr.*  A  special  commission  was  opened  to  try 
the  offenders  in  the  City  and  County  of  Dublin  on 
the  31st  August,  under  Lord  Norbury,  Mr.  Justice 
Finucane  and  Barons  George  and  Daly.     Twenty  t 

*  This  Gentleman's  activity  and  intrepidity  were  re\^arded 
by  a  piece  of  plate  of  the  value  of  100  Guineas,  from  the 
patriotic  fund  of  Ireland.  Pieces  of  plate  of  50  guineas  each 
were  granted  from  the  same  fund  to  Captains  Bloxam»  Coultmany 
Douglass,  and  Brady,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  the  peace  officer,  with 
inscriptions  expressive  of  their  spirited  and  meritorious  services 
to  the  public  on  the  night  of  the  2Sd  of  July. 

f  Thenamej  of  the  persons  put  on  their  trial  were  Eobert 
Emmett,  Edward   Kearney,    Thomas  Maxwell  Roche,  Owen 
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^ere  tried  on  different  days,,  one  of  whom  wm     ?^P9?- 
acquitted  and   another  respited*    The  rest  were 

it  ■'. 

Barwan,  Jamcft  Byrn,  John  Beggs,  Denis  Lambert  Redmond, 
(respited)  Felix  Rourkey  John  Killen,  John  M'Cann,  Jos, 
Dorahy  (acquitted)  Thomas  Donelly,  Laurence  Begley, 
Nicholas  Tyrrell,  Michael  Kelly,  John  Hay,  Henry  Howley, 
John  Mcintosh  and  Thomas  Keenan.  Nothing  new  came  out 
in  evidence  at  the  trials  or  at  the  time  of  execution,  which  illu9- 
trates  or  confirms  the  history  of  that  ephei&eval  insurrectio»» 
excepting  with  reference  to  John  M'latosh,  who,  before  his 
execution,  discovered  to  Mr*  Sheriff  Pounden  a  secret  door  in 
the  house  iii  Patrick-street,  which  opened  into  a  select  depot, 
where  were  found  above  300  pikes  of  a  peculiar  construction, 
which  being  formed  of  several  joints,'  woiiU-  fold  up  in  so 
narrow  a-  compass  as  to  be  easily  concealed  imder  a  great  coat, 
and  would  let  out  to  the  length  of  6  or  7  feet.  There  was 
also  found  there  a  quantity  of  sulphur,  and  other  matter  of 
mischievous  preparation.  Dr.  Gamble  told  this  man  in  his 
cell, '  that  Emmett  had  confessed  to  him  in  his  latter  moment!, 
that  he  had  but  80  men  on  the  night  of  ^the  insurrection,  upon 
whom  he  could  depend.  ^'Intosh  acknowledged  that  was  the 
fact,  and  that  he  was  one  of  them.  There  was  found  in  the 
house,  from  which  Mr.  Emmett  was  taken  at  Harold's  cross  an 
unfinished  manuscript  to  the  following  effect.  It  bespeaks 
reflection  aird  tenderness  to  those,  whom  he  had  seduced. 

*'  It  may  seem  strange,  that  a  person  avowing  himself  to  be 
an  enemy  of  the  present  Government,  and  engaged  in  a  cptispj- 
racy  for  its  overthrow,  should  undertake  to  suggest  an  opinion, 
on  its  conduct,  or  expect,  that  advice  from  such  a  quarter  should 
be  received  with  attention.  The  writer  of  this,  however,  does 
not  mean  to.  offer  an  opinion  upon  a.  point,  in  which  he  feels 
difficulty: — on  which  his  candour  might  be  doubted  ;  his  intent]- 
ba  is  to  confine  himself  to  points,  on  which  he  feels  with  the 
merciful,  and  as  .an  Irishman  with  the  English  part  of  the 
present  Government..    He  will  communicate  in  the  most  preci?r 
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1806^  ^  etecuted.  All,  except  Mr.  Emmett,  were  persotti 
in  the  low  walks  of  life,  without  education  or  other 
means  of  subsistence  than  by  the  labour  of  their 
hands.  The  unfortunate  Mr.^  Emmett,  who  was 
gifted  with  brilli2Uit  talents,  which  were  absorbed  in 
his  enthusiasm,  was  the  son  of  an  eminent  physician, 
originally  from  Cork,  afterwards  one  cf  the  state 
physidans  in  Dublin.  At  his  trial  the  several  facts 
and  circimistanccs  already  narrated  were  fully 
proved;  he  called  no  witnesses  and  was  found 
guilty.  When  put  to  the  bar  and  called  upon  by 
the  Clerk  to  the  Crown  to  offer  what  he  had  to  say, 
why  judgment  of  death  and  execution  should  not 
be  awarded  against  him  according  to  law,  he  rose 


terms  the  line  of  conduct,  which  he  may  be  hereafter  compcflled 
to  adopt — and  which,  however  painful,  would  be  doubly  so, 
if  he  did  not  try  to  avoid  it  by  the  most  explicit  notification. 
It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  undersigned  to  do  more  than  state 
what  the  Government  must  acknowledge,  that  of  the  conspiracy 
it  knows  nothing ;  and  instead  of  creating  terror  in  its  enemies 
and  confidence  in  its  friends,  it  will  serve  by  the  scantiness  of 
its  information  to  furnish  new  grounds  of  conviction  to  those, 
who  are  too  ready  to  accuse  it  for  the  want  of  that  intelligence, 
which  no  sagacity  could  enable  it  to  obtain.  If,  then,  it  is  una- 
ble by  a  display  of  discoveries  to  evince  its  strength  and  vigi- 
lance, it  cannbt  hope  to  crush  the  Conspiracy  by  the  weight  of 
its  power.  Is  it  only  now,  that  men  have  to  learn,  that  entering 
into  a  conspiracy  exposes  them  to  be  hanged  ?  »  *  •  •  •  Can  it 
liope  to  injure  the  body  of  a  conspiracy,  so  impenetrably  woven 
as  the  present,  by  merely  cuting  off  a  few  of  the  threads  ?••*•« 
No  system  can  change  the  conduct,  which  the  U.  I.  will  adopt 
fur  eflfecting  the  emancipation  of  their  country.** 


Admimstration  qf  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  !^1S 

with  great  finnness  and  composure,  and  deliveSr^d  ^^^ 
■  yt  spoeck  of  considerable  length,   and  would  h^Vfe  * 
extended  it  to  a  much  greater,    had  not   Lord 

Norbury  thought  he  could  not  stt  ih  Court  to  heat 

any  man  proclaim  treason,  and  endoavom:  by  his 
talents,  which  he  admitted  to  be  very  great  in  the 
|ariA>n&r,  to  captivate  and  delude  the  unwafy,  and 
^^e'  dreulation  to  opinions  and  prindples  of  tkk 
'"AidSt'^miicious  tendency.  Then  Said  Mr.  Emitiert, 
/  have  nothing  more  to  say^  if  I  dm  not  permitted 
to  vindicate  myselj.*     Lord  Norbury  pathetically 

*  Mr»  Ridge  way's  report  of  tEia  trial  is  the  iRo^ii)iCh^ic. 
Mi*.  MarsdM  procured  a  import  of  all  tliose  irials*  to  bfe 
^liUi^bed  in  a  rery  gaf*bled  manner^  with  a  preface,  introduction 
jutid  conclusion,  which  bespeak  the  tendency  of  the  publication. 
It  ^lidfl  ^th  these  words.  *'  The  dark  page  of  domestic  crimb 
*'  vritt  be  relieved  and  brightened  by  the  proofs  of  a  wise  and 
^'  blithane  policy ;  and  atnongdt  the  Brirfik  advisers  of  thb 
**  good  Lord  Hardmcke^  the  names  of  a  Rtdesdaie  and  a 
"  fFkkharn  will  be  remembered  with  gratitude  and  esteem.** 
The  last  words,  which  Mr."  Ridgeway  took  from  the  lips  of 
Mr.  Emtnett  are  too  important  to  be  suppressed.  ^*  t  beg 
**  pafdon-"— I  wish  to  mention  one  circumstance,  which  is  to 
«*  state"  expressly,  that  I  did  not  come  from  France"  (hfe  met 
his  Brother  at  Bruxelles)  "  I  did  not  create  the  conspiracy — I 
•*  found  it  when  I  arrived  here — I  was  solicited  to  join  it— 1 
^  took  time  to  consider  of  it,  and  was  told  expressly,  that  it 
**  was  no  matter,  whether  I  did  join  or  not,  it  would  go  on— . 
''  I  then,  finding  my  principles  accord  with  the  measures,  did 
"  join  it ;  and  under  the  same  circumstances  would  do  so  again." 
The  infatuation,  which  drove  Mr.  Emmett  into  that  fatal 
attempt  without    adequate  means  of  success,  left  him  not  Uk 
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lio?.    addressed  the  prisoner  before  he  pronounced  -  the 
awful  sentence.   Mr.  Emmett  fistened  composedly^ 

■ 

.his  last  moxnents,  when  not  eren  a  sha4e  of  possible  succeit 
could  longer  flatter  his  enthusiasm.  Braving  his  fate,  he  ex- 
pressed a  lively  aniciety  to  clear  his  character  from  having  lest 
himself  as  a  tool  to  France.  As  many  fabricated  reports  of 
that  unfortunate  young  man's- last  speech  have  been  circuktdl 
for  various  purposes  o'f  deception,  the  author  thinks  it  an  act 
of  justice  to  the  public  to  offer  the  most  authentic  report  o£  ttt 
which  was  taken  down  in  short  hand,  as  it  was  delivered,  and 
which  several  persons,  who  heard  it  have  assured  him  is  substaa- 
tially  correct.  It  is  an  awful  lesson  to  check  the  enthusiasm  of 
youth,  and  curb  the  disloyalty  of  maturer  age. 

**  Why  sentence  of-  death  and  execution  should  not  be  pro* 
flounced  against  me,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  But  why  mj 
name  and  character  should  not  be  transmitted  to  posterity, 
loaded  with  the  foulest  obloquy,  I  have  much  to  say.  .  A  man 
in  my  situation  has  to  combat  with  not  only  the  difficulties  of 
fortune,  but  those  too  of  prejudice.  The  sentence  of  the 
law,  which  delivers*  over  his  body  to  the  executioner,  consigns 
his  name  to  obloquy.  The  man  dies»  but  his  menoory  lives. 
And  that  mine,  may  not  forfeit  all  claim  to  the  respects  of  my 
countrymen,  I  use  this  occasion  to  vindicate  myself  from  some  cf 
the  charges  •  brought  against  me.  Let  Avhat  I  have  to  say  aad 
JLhe  few  observations  I  shall  make  as  to  my  principjgs  and 
motives,  glide  down  the  surface  of  the  stream  of  your  recoU 
lection,  till  the  storm  shall  have  subsided,  with  which  it  it 
ab*eady  buffeted.  « 

.  Were  I  to  suffer  death  only  after  haying  been  adjudged 
guilty,  I  should  bow  my  neck  in  silence  to  the  stroke.     But    * 

.  I  am  accused  of  Being  an  emissary  of  Fn;ncej  of  being  an 
agent  for  that  country,  in  the  heart  of  my  own-  It  is  false— 
I  am  no  emissary — I  did  not  wish  to  deliver  up  my  country  to 
a  foreign  power,  and  least  of  all   to  France — I  am  charged 
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>wed  respectfiilljr,  2pid  retired.    Bemg  a  protestant  ^]^^ 
F'  the  established  church,  he  was  attended  in  his 

/ 

ith  being  a  conspirator,  With  being  armember  ot  the  Provisionat 
overnment — I  avow  it ! — t  am  a  conspirator  !— 1  am,  and 
tve  been  engaged  in  a  conspiracy,  of  which  the  whole  object 
the  freedom  of  this  country — It  never  was,  never  could  be 
tr  design  to  deliver  over  our  country  into  the  hands  of .  the 
f^ch — No  !  froih .  the  introductory  paragraph  of  the  p;x}- 
tmation  of  the  Provisional  (government,  it  is  evident,  that 
ttj  hazard  attending  an  independent  effort,  was  deemed  pre- 
rab)&  to  the  more  fatal  risque  of  introducing  a  French  force 
to  this  country — And  here,  my  Lords,  I  must  take  notice  of 
error  in  reasoning  committed  by  the  Attorney  General  in 
s  statement  of  the  case ;  wherein  he  used  the  plan  of  the 
norisional  Government  having  been  formed  previous  to  the 
rrnl  of  the  French,  as  an  argument  to  prove,  that  theii* 
rw8  ^were  necessarily  directed  to  their  assistance.  The  direct 
rerse  is  the  obvious  conclusion. — ^The  object  of  the  Provisional 
Dvtmment  on  the  contrary  was,  to  act  as  a  check  on,  by 
iZtmg  with  the  invader — It  was  to  put  forward  a  body  of 
»,  who  should  stipulate  certain  conditions  for  their  country 
th  the  French— not  yeild  implicitly  to  their  victorious  com- 
inds.  Small  indeed  Would  be  our  claims  to  patriotism, 
Ipable  our  affectation  of  the  love  of  liberty,  vvere  we  to 
courage  the  profanation  of  our  shores  by  a  people^  who  are> 
.Tea  themselves,  and  the  unprincipled  and  abandoned  instru<» 
^Dts  of  imposing  slavery  upon  others.  If  such  an  inference  be 
Kwn  from  any  part  of  the  proclamation  of  the  Provisional 
jvemment,  it  calumniates  its  views,  and  is  not  warranted  by 
5  fact.  What,  yeild  to  them !  Heaven  forbid  it.  No, 
>k  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Provisional  .Government,  to 
i  military  articles  attached  to  it — is  there  a  sentence  there. 
It  will  bear  such  a  construction  ?  How  could  we  speak  of 
«dom.  tQ    our;  countrymen  ?     How  assume  such  an  exalted 

Q  2 
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motive  aad  n;ieditate  the  introduction  of  a  power,  which  hat 
been  the  enemy  of  fr^cdojp  in  every  part  of  the  Clohe  ? — When 
w£  review  the  conduct  of  France  towards  other  ecmntries.  could 
vrfi  expect  better  from  her  towards  us  ?— Look  to  Holland, 
look  to  Italy,  look  to  Switzerland,  to  every  cpuntryi  through 
^vhich  she  has  pushed  her  victories  !  Let  not  any  man  attaint 
my  memory  by  believing,  I  could  hope  for  freedom  through 
the  aid  of  France,  and  betray  the  sabred  cause  of  liberty  by 
committing  it  to  the  power  of  her  most  determined  foe*  Had  I 
done  jBo,  I  had  not  deserved  to  live,  and  dying  with  such  a 
weight  upon  my  character,  I  had  merited  the  honest  execrati- 
ons of  that  country,  which  gave  me  birth,  and  to  which  I 
would  have  given  freedom.  Had  I  been  in  Switzerland,  I 
would  have  fought  against  the  French !  Ift  the  dignity  of 
freedom,  would  h^ve  expired  on  the  threshold  of  that  country, 
and  their  opiy  entrance  to  it  should  have  been  over  my  lifeless 
corpse !.  Were  I  in  any  country,  whose  people  were  ajv^rse 
to  their  principles,  I  would  take  up  arms  against  thenu  But 
if  the  people  were  not  adverse  to  them  ;  neither  would  I  fight' 
against  the  people..  Is  it  then  to  be  supposed  I  would  be  slow 
to  make  the  same  sacrifice  to  my  natiycf  land  ?  Am  I^  who 
have  lived,  but  to  be  of  service  to  my  country,    who  weuld 

• 

subject  myself  even  to  the  bondage  of  the  grave  to  give  her 
fi)dependence,  atn  I  to  be  loaded  with  the  foul  and  grifvous 
calumny  of  bein^  an  emissary  of  France  ? — Were  my  country 
once  freed  from  the  yoke  of  England ;  had  my  countrymen 
a  country  to.  defend,  then  should  a  foreign  foe  attempt  to 
invade  them,  would  I  call  on  them  ?  *•  Be  united  and  fear  no 
force  without.  Look  not  to  your  arms.  Oppose  them  with 
.  your  hearts.  .  .Wait  not  their  attack  ;  but  run  to  your  shores 
and  meet  them.  Receive  them  with  all  i^e  destruction  of  war, 
and  immolate  them  in  their  very  boats  ;  nor  let  your  land  be 
pointed  by  the  foe.     With  the  sword  in  one  hand,  an4  the  torch 
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to  his  sentence,  in  Thomas-street,  the  day  after    "^ 
-his  tiialy  i<i  the  24th  year  of  his  age.  •* 

in  the  other,  oppose  and  force  them,  with  patriotism,  love  of 
Hltfity.aad  with  courage.  Should  you  fail,  should  ;rour 
Io«e  of  country,  your  love  of  liberty,  and  courage  not  prevail, 
in  your  retreat  lay  waste  your  country — with  your^torch  bum 
lip  every  blade  of  grass — raise  every  house — contend  to  the 
last  for  every  inch  of  ground  in  ruin — conduct  your  women 
.and  chlldrca^to  the  heart  and  centre  of  your  country  -  place 
thmxi^  ia  the  strongest  hold — surround  them  and  defend  them 
till  hut  two  of  you  remain,  and  when  of  those  two  one  falls, 
lot  Ium»  that  survives  apply  the  torch  to  the  funeral  pile  of  his 
country,^  and  leave  the  invader  nothing  but  ashes,  and  desolatioi]^ 
So9  his  plunder. '^ 

i  am  also   accused  of    ambition.      Oh    my  countrymen ! 
Was  it  ambition  that  influenced  me,  I  might  now  rank  with  the 
proudest-  of   your  oppressors.     (He  was  here  interrupted  by 
XiOrd  Norbury,  who  told  him  he  had  abused  the  indulgence  of  tne 
cmMt ;  that  he  coujid  not  sit  there  to  hear  such  language.     The 
Groicerqment  of  the  coiintry  was  tod  firm  to  be  removed  by  the 
plans  of  any  wild   and  misled  enthusiast,  &c.)     My  Lord,  I 
haye  always  understood  it  was  the  duty  of  a  Judge,    when  a 
^lisoner  was  convicted  to  pronounce  the  sentence  of  the  law. 
I  havf  also  understood,  that  a  Judge  sometimes  thought  it  his 
duty  to  hear  with  patience,  and  speak  with  humanity,  to  deli- 
ver an  exhortation  to  the  prisoner.     You  say  I  am  the  keystone, 
the  lifeblopd   and  soul  of  this  conspiracy.     On   my  return  to 
Ireland  this  conspiracy  was  already  formed.     I  was  solicited  to 
join  it.     I  asked  for  time   to   consider,  and    the  result  of  my 
deliberation  was,    that  it  appeared   to  me  the   only  means  of 
.  saving   my  countiy.      My    Lord,    I   acted    but   a   subaltern 
*p8ft«~    There'  are  men,  who  manage  it  far    above  me.     You 
■9^Yi.  that  ia  cutting  ine  fiS^  you    cut  off  its   head   and  dc- 
'^tfvo^d.  the  igem  of  i^ture  conspiracy   and  insvirrection.     'Tis 
.^UtWl  rT^  iHM^i^^u^'^wiU  e^iist^'Mrbeil:^  ^^^  AP  more.     It  will 
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1803.        Special  commissions  for  the  Counties  of  i>D\(ntl 
Trial*  in   ^^^  Antrim,  were  opened  under  Mr.  Baron  tieorg^ 


the  North, 

Mr. 

Rusitell* 


be  followed  by  another  more  strong,  and  another  rendered  stiH 
stronger  by  foreign  assistance.  Nay,  there  is  at  this  moment 
an  agent  of  the  Provisional  Government  in  Paris,  who  is  em- 
powered to  negoqiate  for  an  expedition,  but  who  has  positive 
orders  not  to  suffer  that  expedition  to  sail,  till  a  guarfantee  of 
your ,  liberties  is  executed  by  the  French  Governm^t,  similar 
to  that  obtained  by  Franklin  for  America.  (He  was  here 
again  intemipted  by  Lord  Norbury,  who  said  lie  should  proceed 
to  pass,  the  sentence  of  the  law,  that  instead  of  atoning'  for 
his   offences,    he   was  encouraging   sedition,    by   holding   out 

.  seditious  wild  and  chimerical   hopes  of  foreign  invasion  and  ■  to 
intimidate  the  loyal,  &c.)     Think  not  my  Lord,  that  I  say 

-  this  for  the  petty  gratification  of  giving  you  a  transitory  un- 
easiness. A.  man,  who  never  yet  raised  his  voice  to  assert  a 
lie,  will  not  hazard  his  character  with^  posterity  by  advancing  a 
falsehood  on  a  subject  so  important.  Again  I  say,  that  what 
I  have  spoken  is  not  intended  for  your  Lordship.  It  is  meant 
as  a  consolation  to  my  countrymen.  If  there  be  a  true  Irishman 
present,  let  my  last  words  cherish  him  in  the  hour  of  affliction. 
(He  was  here  interrupted  again  by  Lord  Norbury,  who  told 
him,  that  instead  of  advancing  any  thing  in  his  justification,  he 
continued  to  speak  nothing  bnt  treason  and  sedition ;  said,  his 
(Emmett's)  family  had  produced  men  of  great  talent,  and  that 
he  himself  was  not  the  meanest  of  them.  He  had  just  then 
afforded  them,  proof,  and  lamented  the  situation  he  had  reduced 
himself  to,  &c. }  After  thanking  the  Judge  Bor  his  compliments 
to  his  family  he  proceeded.  ] 

My  Lord,  I  did  not  mean  to  utter  treason.  I  did  nQt  mean 
to  use  seditions  language.  I  did  not  even  seek-  to  exculpate 
myself.  I  did  only  endeavour  to  explain  the  obvious  prmciples» 
on  which  I  acted  without  even  so  much  as  an  attempt  i^t  their 
application.    Where  is  the  boatted  freedom  of  your  coMiityiioo  i 
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« 

r«nd  Mr.  Justice  Osborne ;  that  for  Downshire,  at    }^^ 

Doympatrick,  on  the  10th  of  October;  that  for 
Antrim,    ait    Carridcfergus,    on  the    19th.      Mr 

RusseU  was  tried  and  convicted  at  Downpatnck  on  - 

the  20th  of  October,  to  which  day  the  commission 

had  adjourned  from  the  10th.    He  declined  calling: 


Where  the  impartiality^  mildness  and  clemency  of  your  courts 
of  Justire  i     If  a  wretched  culprit,  about  to  be  delivered  over 
to  the  executioner  be   not  sufierrd  to  vindicate  his  motives' 
from,  the  aspersions  of   caliimny  ?    You,  my  Lord,  are  the- 
Judge.;  I  am  the  culprit.     But  yoU|  my  Lord,  are  a  maOi. 
and  I  am  another.     And  as  a  man,  to  whom  fame  is  dearer  than, 
lifef  I  will  use  the    last  moments  of  thatT  life   in  rescuing  my 
name  and  memory  from  the  foul  and  odious  imputations  thrown 
upon  them.    If  the  spirit  of  the  illastnous  dead  can  mtnesi  the 
9cenes  (jf  this  trandiory  life y  dear  shade  of  my  venerabk  Jathery 
look  dam  mth  a  virtuous  scrutiny  on  your  suffering  son^  and  see^ 
h&k  he  deviated^  for  a  moment  from  those  morals  and  patriotic 
lesumSi  fjohichyqu  taught  him^  andtnhich  he  nofao  dies  for.    As  to 
mef  my  Lords,  I   have  been  sacrificed  on  the  altar  -of  truth 
afid  liberty.     There  have  I  extinguished  ,the  torch  of  friendship 
and  offered  up  the  idol  of  my  soul.     The  object  of  my  affecti* 
ons.     There  have  I  parted  with  all,  that  could  be  dear  to  me* 
in  this  fife,  and  nothing  now  remains  to  me,  but  the  odd  honora 
of  the  grave.     My  lamp  of  life  is  nearly  extinguished*     My 
race  is  finished,  and  the  grave  opens  to  receive  (ne,     A|l  1 
request  at   my  departure  from  this  world,  is  the  charity  of  its. 
silence.     Let  no  man  write  my  epitaph.     No  main  ^an  write 
my  epitaph.     And  as  no  man,  who  knows  my  ma^htn  dares  to 
vindicate  them  \  so  let  no  man,  who  is  ignorant  aTthem,  with 
pitjudice  aspetse  them,  till  my  cou^try  has  taken  .  her  rani^ 
fttBongst  the  nations  of  the  earth.     Then  only  can  my  e^iiapf^ 
^  written,  and  thc.i.  alone  can  iry  character  he,  Tin4icated.--^ 
iHiTedon^, 


;v 
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i£^  any  wkiie^sia  his  defence,  aivA  aljtowcd  th^  casef  to. 
go  to  xi^  Jury,,  on  the  evidence  a^dij^qed  qi^,  tjtve^ 
p«rt  of  th^  Cr^wn,  whp,  in  ^o<ne  miliut^  retww4 
q,  wdict,  f^y*.    Th^  prisoner  h^yiiig  h^&»^  ^dwcJi 
^^  usual,  what  h©  had  to  oflfer  tOt  th^  eoiuit,  w^*y^ 
s€ii^tencQ  i^wld  not  paga  upoa  him  .^  He  ad4res%^ 
the  court  in  an  eloquent  and  impressive  speech  of 
about  20  minutes,  in  which  he  took  a  viQw.of  the 
principal  transactions  x  of   the  last .  thirteen    yoa^ 
gf  his    life,  to  which  he  boated  of  looking  bock; 
retrospectively  with  satirfaetlon  wd  triuageph.    He 
endeavoured  to  yincHcate  \i]s  conduct  from  WBf 
criminaEty,  and;  confidently  asserted,  that  irt  aH  he 
had  done,  he  had  acted  upon  the  conviction  of  his 
gonsci^ric^.  i  ajpd  an;xiou3ly  entreated  the  court  to 
make  hinj.  t;Jie  only  victim  on  Xh^  pre^ftt  Qcq^su^; 
mercifully  ^ring  the  lives  of  those  iittfetlWiata 
men,  whose  seduction  was  laid  at  hi9  door,    ybt, 
;JBaron  George  made  a  moving  address  to  the  prisoitery 
particularly  upon  the  abusive  misapplication  ojp  his 
credit  and  talent? ;  and  then  pronounced  t^e  wnal 
sentence,  to  which  Mr*  Russell  tistoQed  wilth  fijio;^ 
composure,  then  bowed  respectfully,  and  retfrcd  ia 
the  custody  of  the  Sheriff.  He  was  executed  accord^ 
ing  to  his  §enten.ce,  at  Downpatrick,  on  the  next  day. 
At    the   adjoiyrned  comuiission   at   Carrickfergus, 
Andrew  Hj^nter  and  Pavid  Porter  were  si^ccessively 
tried  and  convicted  on  the  24th  and  25X^  &S  October, 
and  were  both  executed  on  the  seth.     0a  the  sanod 
day  the  commission  closed,  leaving  the  other  pri- 
soners, against  whom  indictments  had  been  found 
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V>,  he  txied  at  the  next  assizes.  Nothing  was  prov<*(J    i'^? 
g^jaipist  any  of  the  three,  beyond  •  the  preparation 
iu}d    drculation    of   Mr.    Russell's    proclamation, 
compled  with  same  vague  expectation  of  a  rising  in 
Dublia  about  thai:  time. 

The  Whde  conduct  of  the  HaFdwicke  adminis-  Peculiar 

traJtion,    M4th    reference  to  the    insurrections  ofoTo^Url- 

EnnwtjLand  Russell,  was  marked  with  the  basest  '"*"^* 

tjraits  of  driveUing  imhecillity.     The  preparations 

^nd  intentiojis  of  Emmett  were  known  to  thousands, 

and  publicly  spoken  o4     in  and  about    Dublin, 

Kildai:^  and  Wexford.    Emnaett  would  not  hare  a 

man  sworn  in ;    couQeivin^  oaths  unnecessary  to 

those^  who  were  hearty  in  the  cause,  useless  to 

the.  tr^tor,  and  advantageous  to  the  enemy.    As 

the  Government  could  no  where  trace  any  secret 

Q^thSi.  th^y  ineptly    concluded,  there  could  be  no 

aecret  conspiracy  going  forward.    When:  however 

the.  explosion  had  taken  eiO^ect,  with  less  mischief 

to.  the  public,  than  could  have  been  devised  by  the 

wisest,  the  shallow  agents,  of  Government  displays 

ed  their  folly  in  the  most  extravagant,  vdcked  and 

senseless  devise.    A  young  adventurer  by  the  name 

of  Houlton,  not  unobservant  of  the  passing  scenes^ 

speculated  upon  the  weakness  of  the  Government, 

^d  after  the  danger  was  aver,  after  the  accompli»- 

ces^  had  fled,    and  when    the  civil  and  military 

powers,  throughout  the  nation  were  on  the  alert, 

he  intimated  to  Mr..  Secretary  Marsden,  that  he 

had  information    of   the  greatest  importance  to 

impart*     The    intimation  procured  bia>  instant 
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itoa.  admission  to  the  privy  council,  whiclb  assembled 
with  Lord  Rcdcsdale  at  their  head,  and  gave  easy 
credit  to  his  report,  that  there  .then  was  a  fleet  of 
smugglers  and  Fishermen  closelely  stowed  with  the 
elite  of  RusselPs  insurgents,  in  full  sail  from  Belfast 
to  surprise  the  Pidgeon  House,  and  thence  to  proceed 
to  the  castle.  He  gained  further  credit  by  anti- 
cipating Di^at  he  could  himself  atchieve,  and  they 
agreed  to  equip  him  instantly  with  a  Rebel  General's 
uniform  and  a  superb  hat  and  feathers,  and  se9(f 
him  d(jwn  to  Belfast  to  tempt,  proselityze,  deceive 
and 'betray.  Whatever  further  game  Mr.  Houkon 
had  to  play,  may  not  be  known ;  but  he  affected 
great  modesty  and  moderation  before  the  council, 
stating,  that  one  hundred  guineas  would  answer 
his  first  and  immediate  objects ;  suggesting,  that 
private  instructions  could  follow  him  to  Belfast  to 
supply  him  at  call  for  any  unforeseen  emergency. 
Lord  Redesdale  sympathised  with  the  zeal  of  this 
mtssioner,  and  pressed  five  hundred  guineas  upon 
him  in  the  first  instance,  observing,  that  he  could 
do  nothing  with  one  hundred  guineas,  and  gave  an 
assurance,  that  thouSlands  should  not  be  wanting, 
if  he  found  occasion  for  them.  About  the  time, 
that  this  adventurous  informer  was  fully  equipped 
lor  his  mission,  instructions  were  prepared  to  be 
sent  to  Sir  Charles  Ross,  who  then  commanded  at 
Belfast,  to  apprize  him,  that  the  Rebel  General 
was  a  xonfidential  servant  of  the  castle,  an^i  was 
not  to  be  interrupted  in  his  progress  of  temptation 
and  seduction ;  but  was  tg  be  aided  and  assisted. 
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be'  should  desire  and  suggest.     He  was  a  man    ^^^^ 
t£  their  own,  and  of  full  dbcretion  and  prudence. 
The  express  was  forwarded  by  an  ordinary  Dragoon. 
MfA  Houlton  ponceived  l^e  could  not  arrive  too 
^  sdon,  or  do  too  much  honor  to  his  mission  extra- 
ordinary and  plenipotentiary.     He  travelled  in  a 
Post  chaise  and  four,  and  arrived  at  Belfast,  evea 
with  occasional  stoppages  and  deviations,  aconsi** 
derable  time  before  the  Dragoon.    Soon  after  his 
arrival,  Mr.   Houlton  opened  his  misMon  in  very 
confident  and  jbold  language  in  a  Tavern,  m  so 
much,  that  when  Sir  Charles  Ross  was  informed 
of   it,    he  caused  him  to  be  ^prehended,  and 
paraded  round  the  town  in  hi?  General's  luiifonn, 
hat  and  feathers,  (which  cost  7  gmnea»  and  a  half 
.  in  Dublin)  and  he  was  then  committed  to  gaoL 
In  a  ^ery  short  time  after  his  confinement,  Sir 
Charles   Ross  received  his  instructions  from  the 
casde.     But  then  the  plot  was  marred ;  and  to 
leiqiose  the  Government  as  litde  as  possible,  he 
was  transmitted  under  a  military  escort  to  Dublin^ 
and  there  confined  amongst  the  state  prisoners  in 
Kilmainham.    The  particulars  of  these  facts  were 
made  known  to  his  fellow  prisoners,  partly  from 
himself,  and  partly  through  others.    Some  of  them 
^owed  a  disposition  to  treat  him  rather  harshly, 
as  a  spy  andinformer.    He  endeavoured  to  palliate 
his  conduct,  by  boasting,  that  his  ori^nal  plan  was 
to  dupe  the  Government,  by  getting  some  thou- 
sands of  pounds  into  his  pocket,    and  then  to 
abscond*    He  was  not  fully  credited  by  his  fellow 
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prisoners,  and  always  kept  kimself  closely  shut 
up  -from  night'falL  He  iB^as  at  last  removed  from 
Kilmainbam,  and  soon  after  shipped  off  with  an 
inconsiderable  appointment  to  keep  him  on  ,the 
Cbp&t  of  Africa. 

Jl^hc  autumn  of  the  year  1803  was  a  season  of  Go- 
ereive  terror,  which  disgraced  the  osteata^s 
mikiness  of  Lord  Hardwicke's  Administration, 
almost  as  much  as  ihe  spring  of  17iJ8  was.  of  bloody 
cruelty,  that  contaminated  the  forocious  govenuaieiit 
of  Lord  Cambden..  There  was  more  method  aad 
artful  seciirity  in  practising  the  latter,  than  the  fb(« 
mer.  The  object  in  1798  was,  to  goad  irritation  by 
open  outrage,  with  a  view  to  weaken  the  people  into 
wdegradatijon  ^  that  of  180S  to  ,reveng;^  by  gradual 
and  private  torture,  with  the  insidious  intent  of 
perpetuating  division  uiider  thf^  mockery  of  libera- 
lity. The  loyalty  of  the*  Irish -people  was  faiily  to 
be  thea  appraized  by  the  extreme  paucity  of  trhose, 
who  yielded  to  the  opportunity  and  importunity  of 
rebelling.  The  field  cf  action  was  not  attended  by 
one  hundred  delinquents,  and  the  gaols  were  CBO^V'ded 
with  many  hundreds,  wha  resisted  the  temptation 
and  preserved  their  loyalty.  It  sufficed  ^njow  to 
have  survived  the  torture,  to.  have  esccq)ed  the 
perjury  of  the  suborned  informeit,  tahave  withstood 
the  malice  or  displeasure  of  an  under  Secretary,  or 
of  his  CJe^k,  or  of  his  runner/  to  be  consigned-  to 
a  dungeon,  not  merely  for  s^.fe  custody,  but  for 
torture  without  consciousness:  of  a  cause,  without 
show  of  pretext,  without  means  of  appeal,  with- 
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pitf  prospect  0f  redpeds.  Lord  Hardvc4cke  had  ^^ 
<MO0pted  of  the  Vieeroyalty  of  Ireland,  with  6dll 
MstFuetion  te  resist  her  emancipation  ;  a  principle 
3ie  dared  not  openjy  avow ;  but  eomnritt-ed  the 
internal  execution  of  his  commands  to  Mr.  Alex. 
Marsden,  a  man  thoroughly  drilled  to  that  sort  of 
service.  Mr.  Marsden  found  in  Dr.  Trevor,  the 
inspector  of  prisons,  an  useful,  trusty  .  and  expert 
executioner  of  his  designs,  within  the  impervious 
Ixmndaries  of  his  inquisitorial  mission.*  So  true 
\&  k,  that  in  most  practical  instances,  duplicity  and 
weakness  in  a  Government  produce  more  national 
evil,  than  downright  wickedness. 


♦  Sensible,  that  general  charge  and  invective  come  not  within 
the  proyince  of  the  historian,  the  Author   felt  it  his    duty  to 
inform  the  reader,  that  at  this  time  commenced  a  new  system 
*of  grsdual  inquisitorial   torture   in  prison,  which  will  be  more 
ououtely  developed  in  the  sequel,  is  the  results  of  that  system 
'were  brpught  before  Parliament,  the  courts  of  law  and   the 
-Government  of  the  country.     Suffice   it  here  to  observe,  that 
there  aie  many  surviving  victims  of  these  inhuman  and  unwar- 
rantable   confinements,    who    without    having  been     charged 
with    any    crime,    or     tried    for     any     offence,    have     from 
this  period,   undergone  yeai^  of   confinement   and   incredible 
aflictionft  arid  sufferings,  under  the  full  conviction,  that  they 
were  inflicted  from  motives  of  personal  resentment,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  depriving  them  of  life.     The  detail  of  these  enor- 
mities  have  been  set  forth  in   their  memorial  to    Government, 
verified  by  affidavits  in  the  courts  of  law,  and  proved  by  full 
Evidence   before   a   Parliamentary  Committee.      Certain  is   it^ 
ihat  tlie  mysterious  inconclusivenes   of  each  of  those  proceed* 
iiiga^  doQS  not  negative  the  facta,  which  gave  them  risr. 
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laosk  The  short  rece^  of  FteUament  opened  the  eycg 
Geiient  And  mouths  of  the  public  upon  the  alanning  state 
XlaT  ""^^i  the  nation.  The  unstatesmanlifce  fears  of 
^^  minbters  headed  the  cry  of  immediate  invaaion) 
the  more  reflecting  shuddered  at  the  prospect  of  a 
protracted  war;  most  men  saw  with  indignant 
contempt  the  duplicity  and  treachery  of.  that 
system,  which  the  impotent  puppets  of  the  kte 
ministry  were  as  unable  to  effectuate,  as  men  <rf 
virtue  werd  unwilling  to  support.  The  few,  whose 
wisdom  saw.  and  whose  virtue  stood  up  for  the  re$l 
interests  of  their  country,  loudly  reprobated,  and 
vilified  those  wretched  dupes  and  deceivers,  who 
were  thus  plunging  the  nation  into  interminable 
warfare.  They  anticipated  imaginary  armaments  in 
the  French  ports,  they  soothed  the  Parliament  with 
assurances  of  lasting  peace  on  the  very  eve  of  an 
intended  ruptiu*e ;  they  congratulated  the  puUic 
uppn  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  whilst  an  insurrec- 
tion was  hatching  under  the  walls  of  the  castle,  and 
they  now  weakly  or  wickedly  boasted,  that  it  had 
not  surprised  them.  In  the  midst  of  this  despon- 
dency and  alarm  of  an  indignant  public,  the 
minister  both  in  public  and  private,  pitifully  courted 
support  by  personal  civilities  and  condescensions  to 
every  one,  he  thought  likely  to  2ud  his  resistance  to 
the  threatened  opposition  of  Mr.  Ktt.  That  fallen 
statesnjan  finding  more  obstacles  raised  against  hb 
resumption  of  the  power  he  had  so  unaccountably 
abandoned,  was  driven  to  regain  by  assault,  what 
^.e  had  capitulated  should  be  returned  to  him  by 
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cession.    He  was  as  consistent  in  his  duplicity,  as     '^^^^ 
he  was  insatiable  in  his  lust  for  rule.     He  treachc'^- 
roualy  charged  his  deputy,  Mr.  Addington,  with 
haying  counteracted  his  instructions,  and  forfeited 
his    pledge,    and  thenceforth  became  the    most 
acrimonious  reviler  of  his  own  measures,  when   . 
carried  into  effect  by  his  pusillanimous  and  imbecile  ' 
substitute*    He  had  now  'had  nearly  three  years 
lasure  to  observe  and  reflect  upon  the,  working 
of  his  system,  and  sought  to  throw  off  the  dreadful 
aooounta})ility  of  it's  fatal  result  from  his  own  to 
the  shoulders  of  his  degraded  deputy.    The  nation 
was  clamorous  for  a  change  in  the  cabinet ;  some 
wished  that  his  Majesty,  would  c^ll  Mr.  Fox  and 
his  friends  to  his  coimcils,  as  the  only  real  opposers 
of  the.  long  prevailing  system  of  the  double  cabinet ; 
more  sighed  for  the  return  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  a  very 
respectable  portion  of  the  people  longed  to  form  a 
combination  of  all  the  great  political  talents  of 
the  country. 

Under  these  various  impressions  his  Majesty  con-  Parfiameot 
vened  his  parliament  on  the  22d  of  November,  and  xjng*t 
in  hb  speech  from  the  throne,  took  notice,  that  in  SdwL*° 
Ireland,  the  leaders  and  the  several  inferior  agents 
•*  in  the  late  traiterous  and  atrocious  conspiracy 
*'  had  been  brought  to  justice,  and  the  puUic  tran- 
*'  quillity  had  experienced  no  further  interruption.*' 
The  rest  of  the  speech  chiefly  referred  to  the  active 
and  successful  co-operation  of  his  Majesty  with  his 
feithful  people  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war.    It  (^splayed  the  lustre  of  the  British  arms  ia 
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1809.^*  the  captures  of  the  Islands  of  St.  Lurfa,  Tdbagfy, 
St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  aind  the  sdtdemettti  of 
Demarary  and  Essequibo^  and  fatty  aniidpated  the 
destruction  of  any  force,  vdiich  die  enemy  tt&^t 
by  eluding  the  vigilance  of  our  fleet  and  cniizefS, 
throVsr  upon  our  coasts.  In  the  Lords  the  address 
was  moved  by  the  Marquis  of  Sligo  and  seconded 
by  the  Earl  of  Limerick.  Both  these  noble  Lords, 
who  owed  their  titles  to  the  union,  spcfke  confi- 
dently of  their  local  and  Experimental  knowledge  of 
the  state  of  Ireland,  and  pledged  their  conviction 
to  the  house,  that  notwithstanding  the  late  insur- 
rection had  been  raised  by  French  intrigue,  yet 
French  fraternization  was  now  so  jusdy  appredated 
throughout  the  country,  that  if  the  enemy  were  to 
attempt;  a  descent  upon  it,  he  would  meet  with  a 
▼igorous  resistance  from  every  rardc  and  every 
persuasion  of  its  inhabitants.  Lord  Limerick  enter- 
tained the  house  with  a  bombastic  eulogy  of  the 
Irish  yeomanry  corps,  and  recommended  the  tnins- 
portataon  of  the  Irish  militia  into  En^nd,  wUch 
•  would  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  union,  and  ensure 
their  good  behaviour.  The  address  in  the  Lords 
was  carried  without  a  division ;  as  it  also  was  f n  the 
Commons.  Mr.  Fox,  who  well  knew  the  value  and 
importance,  and  never  omitted  to  forward  as-  ^  as 
he  could  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  Ireland, 
charged  the  Goverment  with  want  of  candour,  in 
endeavouring  to  convey  an  idea,  that  it  vj^as  the 
intention  of  the  rebels  in  Irel<  nd  to  put  that  country 
Into  the  hands  of  France,  when  such  a  design  had 
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Mto  M  rtrongly  cGsatowed  by  their  leaders.  "  It  ^  J^ 
*  y$ftiAn6ty  he  add^,  to  be  hoped  or  expected,  that 
^  asloAg  as  grievances  exhted,  Ireland  cotdd  become 
^.  Icfpij  and  he  sincerely  hoped,  that  the  house  would 
**  ridt,  by  confiding  in  words,  l^are  her  ejl^jposed  t6 
^  a  repetidcm  of  (hose  scenes,  that  had  btely  obcur^ 
•*  eds  They  should  have  something  nibte  Solid  thStti 
"^  aittifences,*on  which  to  ground  their  beKrf  dE 
^  returmng  loyri|K  and  he  sincerdy  helped,  Aef 
**.  would  do  wlBftested  with  thetfi  to  obtain  it.^ 
Mr«  Addington  a^otned,  thslt  ail  the  periKms  ebn- 
cefned  in  the  late  Insurrection  cotdd  not  whih  truth 
^ffirxti,  that  theiy  did  not  mean  to  furdicir  the  views 
rf  the  French  Government.  He  concluded  there- 
fore, that  the  People  of  Ireland  would  be  led  to 
compore  the  cfiflferent  principles  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments, by  which  they  would  learn  to  appreciate 
the  bles^gs  of  their  own  constitution,  and  to 
foresee  the  miseries,  which  any  change  would  bring 
upon  them.  That  was  not  the  moment  for  consi- 
dering the  great  questions  touching  the  situation  of 
the  Irish  people,  "  Upon  the  propriety  of  keeping 
*•  their  minds  free  from  any  prejudice  upon  this 
subject,  it  was  not  necessary  to  give  any  pledge. 
He  certainly  would  keep  his  mind  in  an  unprgu- 
diced  state,  and  if  the  subject  should  be  brought 
**  into  discussion,  he  would  listen  attentively  to 
the  arguments  of  others,  and  state  temperately 
his  own  opinion^.''  Such  was  the  declaration  of 
the  nfian,  who  held  his  office  by  the  tenure  of 
Vol.  I.  R 
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1803.  pledged  opposition  to  Catholic  £mancipatioii# 
He  had  the  further  weakness  to  profess,  that  he 
entertained  the  moist  sanguine]  hopes,  that  bj 
comparing  the  miseries  of  the  French  Govemmeht 
with  the  happiness  of  thdr  own,  the  people  of 
Ireland  would  shed  their  blood  in  support  of  the 
British  constitution,  when  they  '  were  oiQidally 
assiured  in  the  same  moment,  that  its  very  quintes- 
sence  precluded  them  from  t^^njoyment  of  its 
boasted  excellency*  ^§^^ 

^^^onic     Ireland  had  been  too  deeply  and  too  recendy 
debater     wouuded  uot  to  arrest  a  great  portion  of  the  atten- 

thereon.  i 

tion  of  the  legislature  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session.  Very  interesting  debates  .  took  place 
respecting  Ireland,  whilst  Mr.  Yorke's  two  bills 
for  continuing  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
and  for  suppressing  rebellion  by  martial  law  in  that 
country,  were  in  progress  through  the  hojases.-  Mn 
Yorke  referred  the  house  to  the  proceedings  on  the 
trials  under  die  special  commissions  for  fiill  infor- 
mation, whereupon  to  found  their  judgment  as  to 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  conspiracy.  Yet  was 
it  upon  the  strength  of  the  secret  information, 
which  Government,  did  not  think  proper  to  disclo^ie, 
that  he  urged  the  house  to  consent.  Mr.  Hutchinson 
and  several  other  friends  of  Ireland,  though  they 
gave  Ministers  credit  for  the  necessity  of  the  mea- 
sure in  that  instance,  loudly  complained  of  their 
determined  obstinacy  in  refusing  to  go  upon  the 
state  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Addington  consumed  several 
hoiirs  in  attempting  to  prove,    that  Government 
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|iad  not  been  surprised  on  the  2Sd  of  July,  that  J^ 
every  necessary  and  proper  caution  had  been  taken 
both  by  the  civil  and  military  o£Scers^  and  in  mag- 
nifying /the  preparations,  extent  and  danger,  of  that 
rebdlion*  Mr.  Wilberforce,  though  a  general 
suppoi^er  of  Ministers,  admitted  the  system  of 
govermng  Ireland  to  be  so  defective  and  mischievous, 
^that  he  voted  only  for  the  measure  in  full  especta- 
*  tion,  that  instead  of  these  acts  of  temporary  policy, 
some  broad  and  liberal  system  of  enlarged  justice 
and  political  \^sdom  would  be  immediately  adopted 
in  that  coxmtry.  The  idea  was  warmly  taken  up 
by  Mr.  Hutchinson,  who  went  the  length  of 
thres^tening  Ministers  with  impeachments,  if  they 
delayed  the  measure  longer,  than  was  absolutely 
imavoidable.  Mi.  Addington  and  Mr.  Yorke 
vehemendy  urged  the  house  to  give  them  credit 
in  assiuing  them,  that  though  the  leaders  of  the 
late  insurrection  were  not  immediately  connected 
with  the  French  Government,  they  were  yet 
connected  with  Irish  traitors  abroad,  who  held  im** 
mediate  intercourse  with  that  Government.  It 
was  however  obvious  to  the  imbiassed  and  indepen^ 
dent  frotn  the  result  of  all,  that  had  happened, 
that  the  body  of  insurgency  in  Ireland,  whether/ 
aided  by  the  mediate  or  immediate  resources  of  the 
enemy  conimanded  but  contemptible  influence  and 
power  in  the  country.  Yet  it  pleased  the  English 
Minister  tq  renew  the  coercive  system,  and  keep 
the  Irish  people  depriVed  of  their  constitutional 
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JJJJ^  rights,  as  iiFrebdKon  raged  tfaroogb  tile  iiatib»,  md 
the  houses  agreed  to  it  without  a  divisiofi.  Sueh 
in  fact  was  at  this  time  the  state  of  pdlk^al  p£Bties 
in  the  scfbate,  that  busings  of  the  highest  itaipcMv 
tance  passed  almost  as  a  mhtter  bf  course,  ^^jjfAout 
serious  exposition.  The'  views  arid  conduct  "^bf  tfce 
different  parties  hitherto  had  beien  m«ch  tarns 
palpatfle,  than  ciieditable  to  any  of  thefe.  ■  Mr. 
Pitt  mid  several  of  his  personal  frieh(&,  had  thrown 
their  weight  into  the  scale  of  admiriistratiohi  ^  wh%t 
the  substituted  Ministers  could  cany  on  the  9f  ^tem 
without  exposing  it  too  broadly  to  the  contempt  of 
an  indignant  nation.  The  old  opposition  had  in 
a  body  given  their  support  to  Government  upcm 
the  ground  of  preventing  the  return  of  Mr^  Pitt 
to  office,  which  they  considered  as  the  achme  of 
national  disaster.  Mr.  Addington  himself  consdbus 
of  this  negative  security  firom  attadk,  was  daHy 
observed  assiduously  bo\'nng  arid  shaking  hands  in 
apparent  cordiiality  with  men  of  all  parties,  resting 
his  whole  security,  not  upon  the  vigour  and'msdom 
of  his  measures,  but  upon  the  division"  of  his 
opponents.  Some  few  had  forced  themselves  into 
his  imbecile  service  by  threats  or  fawning;  others 
indeed  aiming  at  a  middle  course  had' brought 
themselves  into  an  embarrassed  situation ;  they  had 
gone  too  far  to  fall  back  into  opposition,  and  not 
far  enough  to  get  into  place.  Mr.  Ktt  absented 
himself  from  Parliament,  playing  the  soldier  at  the 
head  of  his  cinqucport  volunteers,  while  his  co- 
seceders  were  labouring'- in  the  senate  to  shift  the 
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ttdocHUltibilaty  for  the  calamil^w  state  of  the  Empire  ,  ^?Qf * ; 
fiom  the  weakness  and  wickedness  of  the  system, 
whioh  had  brought  it  oo,  to  the  ignorance  and 
imbedllity  of  the  man,  who  had  latterly  executed  it. 

Otheji:  bills,  which  bespoke,  the  distressful  state  Further 
of  Ireland,  were  brought  before  the  Parliament ;  UgisUturc. 
sufifai. were  the  Irish  Bank   resbriction   b^U,   that 
oorambniy  called  the  silver  note  bill,  for  prohibiting 
tfaetr  drculation,  and  a  bill  to  indemnify  the  Lord 
lieutenant    and    Council  for  having  undertaken 
upoA  tjieir  own  authority,  to  prohibit  by  proclama- . 
tSon  tb^  distillation  -from  oats.    Admiral  Berkely  ■ 
gave  nodce  of  a-  motion,  which  he  intended  to- 
make  for  an  enquiry  iiato  the  causes  of  the  recal* 


♦  The    condttct    of    Lord    Hardwicke's-  Goreinment    to  * 
General  FoxJ    is  pecuKarly  iHttstfative  of  •  its  duplicity  and 
weakness*     The  trutli  of  it  tests  upon  the  most  unimpeachable 
anthoiity  ;  that  of  his  brother,  the  Right  Hon   Charles  James  * 
VpXf  whom  his  bitterest  enemy  never  tharged  with  a  willful ' 
mistatttment  of  facts.     {Vide  Rep,  of  the  debate  on  Sir  Jt)hn 
Wrottesleys  jpotion,  p.  43.)     "An    Honorable  relation    of 
•*  mine  (Admiral  BerVely)  did  give  notice  of  a  motion,   con*' 
"  cemiffg .  his     (General   Fox)     recal    from   Ireland,    -wliich' 
•«  howtyerhe  afterwards  declined  bringing  forward  ;  haying  stat-' 
*«  ed,  that  it  was  not  the  wish  of  that  officer  to  have  any  enquiry' 
*•  entered  into    concerning  him,   if  a  declaration  were  made  on 
•*  the  part  of  hk  Majesty's  Government,  that  his  conduct  was'. 
"  approved  of ;    such  a  declaration  has  been  made,-  and  made  in 
•*  a  manner,  which  to  him  is  satisfactory.  '  If  infamy  or  b!a\ne 
♦•therefore' rest  in  any  quarttf,  it  does  hot  re«t^'with'*ltim *:  he 
•♦  stands   clear  of  it   by  the  judgment,*  which  Ministers  ftave 
••  pronounced  on  his  condu^.     As  no  blame  therefore  attaches 


> 


h  .  k 
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i8os.s^  of  General  Fox,  which  however  he  afterwArciid 
abandoned.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  chief 'Com- 
mand of  the  forces  in  Ireland  by  Lord  Cathcart^   ^ 

• 

<<  on  the  Commander-in-chi^fy  do  his  Majesty's  ministers  now 
*<  defend  themselves,  or  the '  l.ord  L^utenant  of  Ireland  > 
*<  Suppose  it  should  be  said,  that  so  blanie  could  attach  ehber 
«*  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  the  Commander-in-chief ;  be  k  to 
^*  for  argument.  But  I  must  s^yt  that  a  coolness  did  take 
**  place  between  them»  which  made  it  impossible  for  both  to 
^*  continue  together  in  Ireland  ;  and  it  required,  that  either  the 
<<  one  or  the  other  should  retire  &om  his  situation.  It  is  no> 
**  cessary  to  obsei^e,  that  for  many  days  not  only  previous' tOj^ 
*^  but  after  the  23d  ,of  July,  they  were  under  the  bestuader- 
<<  citanding  with  each  other.  B^t  as  soon  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
^<  found,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Covemment,  on  the 
<*  occasion  of  the  insurrection,  was  loudly  complained  of  and 
*^  censured  all  over  England,  he  was  unfortiyiately  advised  to 
*^  throw  the  blame  of  the  transaction  off  himself,  and  lay  it  on 
*<  the  Commander-iu^chief.  It  was  then  coolness  began,  and 
^^  then  the  resignation  of  my  Honorable  Relative  took  place, 
'*  Though  this  retirement  from  his  situation  were  called  a  resigna^ 
**  tioq,  I  say,  it  was  not  a  voluntary  resignation.  The  language 
**  he  used  was  this.  /  desire  you  tioauld  recal  me  Jrom  my  com* 
<*  mand,  if  ike  Lord  Lieutenant  sayf  I  ougHt  to  be  recaBe({, 
•^  He  was  actually  recalled,  and  he  did  not  come  away  voluntas 
^*  rily.  .  But  what  was  the  effect  of  such  recal  ?  Nothing  less, 
*•  than  giving. the  public  to  understand,  that  the  Commander-. 
"  in-chief  had  neglected -his  duty."  Mr.  Fox  then  complained 
pf  several  most  illiberal  and  unfounded  reflection's  cast  upon  his 
brother  in  the  Dublin  Jourual,  (Mr.  Giffard's  paper)  which  was 
as  much  under  the  controi|l  of  the  Castle,  as  the  Moniteur  was 
under  ^he  dirpf  tion  of  the  French  Government.  «  When  I 
**  see,  continued  Ifc  Fox,  such  tilings  as  these  published  in  a 
••  Government  Baper,  which  dares  not  insert  them  without 
**  authority,  what  other  inference  can  I  make,  than  except,  that 
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In  proportion  as  the  contest  was  kept  up  aboLt  J[J^ 
the  blame,  devolving  upon  some  departmemt  ofDwyertiiP. 

renders  to 
Mr.  Hnmei 

^  they  were  designedly  publt^ed,  in  ord^r  to  remore  a  great 
*f  degree  of  odium  from  one  party,  by  throwing  it  on  another  ?' 
*f  And  this  general  conclusion  results  from  the  whole,  that  there 
"  i»  a  consciousness  of  great  blai^e  having  existed  some  where. 
**  There  is  proof  of  a  personal  nature,  namely,  that  General 
^  Fox  was  recalled  for  the  purpose  of  exculpating  the  Irish 
^  Government,  by  throwing  the  blame  on  him.  And  there  is 
^another  inference  of  a  public  nature,  which  is,  that  the 
'*  Irish  Government  knows  the  point,  with  regard  to  exculpation, 
'*  to  be  untenable ;  that  they  cannot  prove,  that  every  thing 
^^  was  done  that  ought  to  have  been  done."'  If  the  blood  of 
Lord  Kilwarden  and  of  all  the  otiiers,  which  was  spilt  on  the 
SSd  of  July,  «ould  have  been  prevented  by  any  cautionary 
measures,  it  is  evident,  that  the  blame  of  non-prevention  must 
lie  at  the  doors  of  the  Viceroy,  the  Commander  in-chief  Mr. 
Marsden,  Mr,  Clarke,  or  some  other  of  Mr.  Marsdcn's 
Sttbordibate  purveyors  ef  secret  information.  A  warm  contest 
arose  out  of  the  read  of  General  Fox,  and  Mr,  Marsden 
published  a  pamphlet  in  exculpation  of  himself,  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  and  all  others,  who  had  moved  by  his  direction; 
For  about  six  weeks  previous  to  tlie  explosion,  there  had  sub- 
sisted a  coolness  and  difference  on  behalf  of  the  active  part  of 
the  Government  towards  General  Fox.  Affrays  had  happened 
between  unarmed  citizens  and  soldiers,  who  usually  wore  tkeir 
side  arms  or  bayonets,  in  which  some  of  the  citizens  were 
grievously  wounded.  General  Fox,  thereupon  issued  a  general 
order,  that  in  future  no  soldier  should  wear  his  side  arms,  unle$a 
on  duty.  Evidentiy,  a  wise  precaution  to  prevent  the  military 
from  acting  against  an  oppressed  and  inflamed  people,  otherwice 
than  tinder  command.     It  was  however  an  order  not  in  the  spirit 

• 

of  the  system,  and  therefore  disrelished  at  the  caslle.  After 
the  23d  of  July,  the  A^nts  of  the  surprised  Govcrnnjpnt  most 
vfakly  attempted  to   convert  this  prudci^t  order  of   the  Con\^ 
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]^^  Government  with  reference  to  tke  ^}8|^:]f^eeful  night 
of  the  23d  of  July,  were  the  eyes  of  th«  pul)Uc  fix$«l 
upon  the  conduct  of  Government  \  and  the  ingenuity 
of  the  more  active  instruments  oi  the  Castle  was 
racked,  to  convince  the  people,  that  they  had  aot 
been  invested  with  so  many  extraordinary  powers 
in  vain.  Few  days  past  without  some  fresh  arrests 
of  suspected  persons,  who  were  called  «<afe  prisoners^, 
and' were  divided  into  different  Qlfi38^.  A  rewwd 
of  ^500  was  proclainied  ^  th(^  per^w  of  the  noted 


mander-inK:hief  into  a  i  direct  encQuragemcAt  pf  riebelUpa.  To 
this  shyness  or  jealousy  on  behalf  of  GoTvrnoieat  mast  hi 
attributed  their  suppression  from  General  If px,^  of  lOBie  aiiniita 
and^very  unequivocal  symptoms  of  iniinedi»tt  preparation  for  ikp- 
surgency^  which  although  they  were  in  posusssioa  of,  Qccwoaei 
not  a  single  cautionary  step  of  preveintion  on  their  part«  Oa 
the  night  of  the  explosion  in  Patrick-street^  which  ]mfi:,|iMa 
before  mentioned,  and  which  happened  on  the  Satui4iy 
^  preceding  the  2Sd  of  July,  the  insurgents  were  busy  duritig 
the  night  in  removing  the  stores  and  implements^  which  had 
escaped  that  conflagration.  The  police  men  of  the  city  made, 
some  seizures,  which  were  rescued,  and  8ome>  which  they 
secured  and  lodged  in  the  watch-house  of  New-market»  Copmbe* 
Amongst  the  latter  was  a  machine  for  making  rockets ;  amongst 
the  former  a  cask  filled  with  flints  and  rings  for  pike  handles, 
which  bad  burst  on  being  cast  off  the  shoulders  of  the  porter 
and  scattered  part  of  the  contents  in  the  street,  and  which  were 
collected  by  the  Police  men  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
late  Mr.  Heppenstall,  the  Secretary  to,  the  Police.  He 
produced  them  at  a  large  dinner  on  the  follovring  Tuesday, 
and  in  the  presence  of  a  'numerous  company  boasted,  that 
Government  was  fully  apprized  of  the  preparatioas,  and  guarded 
on  their  side  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  of  an  immediate  insurgency. 


/ 
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plHademig  mountaineer  Dre^j  who,  v^th  somo  ^Jf^ 
deiqperidcfes  had  for  a  considerable  time,  in  defiance 
of  the  poitee  and  imlitary,  carried  on  a  depredatory 
systeitt  from  the  Wicklow  mountains.     For  soine 
tim#^  dithar  from  fear  or  sympathy,  the  inhabitaAti. 
of  the  mountains  gave  them  aid  and  protection:  they  r 
howcrVfiT  ^Qon  began  to  render  themselves  obnoxi- 
ous by  levying  contributions  upon  the  mountaineer3 
for  Uidbr  subaiBtence.    Dwyer's  wife  was  particu- 
lafly  active  in   these  coUeotions.    Dwyer  at  last, , 
witil  four  of  his  principal  asi^ociates,  namely,  Martin : 
Biurke,  John  Memagh,  Hugh  Byme  and  Arthw 
Devlin,,  surrendered  to  Mr.  Hume  en  condition,  that 
they  ahould  be  immediately  sent  to  Nwth  America^ 
Thtlf  were  however  kept  contrary  to  these  con-^ 
dkima  fbr  about  2  years  in  Kibnalnhafliny  during 
wbich  period  they  made  freqinent  vain  complaints 
of  the  violation,  of  the  fedth  of  Government,  and  of 
the  hardship  and  duration  of  their  confinement^* 

^  *  In  contequtlhce  of  their  and  others  (X)iiipbintB9  the  Lord- 
Chief  Jaiftii0t'*I>6¥fiiefi  and  two  other  judges  were-seat  to  Kil* 
ipiintwf  to  aaaviae  into  the  grievaaces  comphiaed  of :  on  which. 
occisioa  fiwynr  very  impfetsitely  urged  upon  the  Chief  Justice 
Dewars  the  iahmj  and  laischief  of  CSovenunent's  entering  intir 
proflMata  aad  pledges*  which  they  never  meant  to  observe.  It- 
was  the  destruction  of  all  credit  and  confidence.  He  assured  the 
Ju(fge,  that  if  he  would  allow  him  to  go  one  niila  from 
Kihwaiaham,  ha  would  defy  all  the  army  and  pohca  of  the 
country' cfver  to  retafce  him.  Had  he  suspected  such  perfidy  ia 
Gkyrenunent*  he  neiver' would  have  surrendered.  They  tiad  not 
aurrcndered  from  fear  of  apprehension,  but  t6  prevent  innocent 
persons  from  being  harrassed  and  punished  on  their  accounts. 
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'^^  They  were  afterwards  shipped  off  fbr  Botany*  Bay 
with  the  convicts  on  board  the  Tellichcrry,  and 
J?  1 00  were  given  to  each  of  them  by  Gove!3Mncnt 
before  they  sailed  ;  either  to  indemnify  them  for 
their  confinement,  or  for  their  having  consented  to 
transport  themselves  to  Botany  Bay. 
Mr.  Wick-     About  this  time  Mr.  Wickham  retired  from  the 

ham  retires  .    ^ 

from  ill  labours  of  Secretary,  upon  the  ground  of  ill  health, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Nepcan.  In  the  sxmmier 
this  gentlemen  had  been  prevented  fbr  some  weeks 
from  attending  his  duty  in  Parlianient  by  a  sore  leg, 
whicli  confined  him  to  his  house ;  he  was  however 
sufficiently  recovered  to  undertake  the  journey  to 
Ireland,  and  he  had  actually  left  London  before  the 
first  accounts  of  the  insurriectioB  of  the  23d  of  July 
had  arrived.  Upon  his  return  to  Ireland,  he  was 
so  rudely  assailed  in  public  •  writiti^  and  conversa* 

*  In  the  autixmn  of  I8O89  appeared  the  letteft  in  Mr. 
Cobbett's  Political  ^Register  under  the  signature  Juverna^ 
written  by^  and  v^hich  led  to  the  most  eztradrdinaTj  trial  'of 
Mr.  Judge  Johnson,  which  will  be  noticed  in  order.  It  hat 
been  before  obtenredy  that  no  Gofernment  had  ever  before  had 
the  prcfis  in  Ireland  bo  completely  devoted  to  its  intereata  and 
controul  as  Lord  ^ardwicke'a,  and  the  writer  of  those  lettera 
frank ly^dmitSy  that  because  every  printer  in  Dublin  had  refused 
to  pnblish  a  letter  lo  Mr.  Wickham*  he  applied  to  Mr.  Cobbett, 
who  readily  admitted  bis  tonaplaints  into  his  register.  As  parH 
of  these  letters  have  been  founri  libellous,  it  wouldHI  become  the 
lililorhn  to  atterpt  any  thinjg  like  republication.  They  are 
nervously  written^  and  contain  amidst  many  truisms  scve  severe 
remarks^  that  greatly  o£Fended  the  Lord  Lieutcnaot»  Lord 
ChinccHor  Redeidiie*  and  otlfcr  public  characters.     The  gran^ 
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tkmsy  for  the  weakness,  remissness,  and  neglect  of 
Government,  that  his  resignation  is  more  generally 
attributed  to  the  uneasiness  of  his  situation,  than  to 
his  inability  to  perform  the  functions  of  it  from  ill 
health.  Through  every  department  the  ciertions  of 
Government  were  increased  both  ,in  preparing 
against  invasion  by  erecting  Martello  Towers  and 
other,  batteries .  at  an  enormous  (perhaps  useless) 
expence  round  Dublin  Bay,  and  along  the  Shore 
from  Donleary  to  Bray,  and  on  various  parts  of  the 
Copist,  and  enfordns:  internal  t  re^culations  for  pre* 


object  of  the  letters  was  to  shew,  that  the  GoTcrcment  of  t 
harmless  man,  was  not  therefore  a  harmless  Government :  that 
weakness  in  Government  is  vice,  and  want  of  talents  in  Ministers, 
{■  inost  practical  inMnces,  is  more  mischievous  than  want  of 
principle.  In  the  ensuing  month  of  May,  in  a  trial  in  the  court 
0f  Eling's  BeniJi  in  London,  the  King  v  CoUetihdor^  Lord 
EHenborough,  Mr.  Cohbett  was  found  guilty  upon  an  informa- 
don  exhibited  by  the  Attorney  General  for  the  publication  of 
oertaiii  libels  with  intention  to  traduce  the  Government,  viz. 
liord  Lieutenant  the  Eail  of  Hardwicke,  Lord  Chancellor 
Redesdale,  the  Hon.  Charles-  Osborne,  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
ling's  Bench,  and  Mr;  Marsden,  Secretary  in  Ireland. 

The  libe],  which  affected  Mr.  J.  Osborne,  was  the  attributtag 
tb  him  corrupt  and  improper  motives  for  saying  in  his  address  to 
the  grand  jury  of  the  County  of  Antrim  on  the  special  eonuais- 
sion,  to  tr^  the  northern  rebels  in  October,  1809i|J||B/  through 
the  todl  tinted  efforts  and  strenuous  exertions  of  a  xxnrand  ener- 
getic  tjovemment  S^c.  the  progress  tf  such  crimes  as  lately 
disgraced  this  Country  had  been  effectually  checked. 

f  Amongst  others,  was  a  general  order  to  extinguish  all  lights 
aud  fire  by  9  o'clock  in  the  evening.     Out  of  the  non*observance 
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^,  venting  the  rke  and  growth  of  rebeltion.    Fresh 
orders  were  also  issued  by  Lord  Cathcart  to  the  di£- 

of  thiS'regulation  arose  a  trial,  which  at  it  thews  much  of  the  spirit, 
df  the  times,  is  briefly  noticed.    The  Rev.  Dr.  Ledwiche  who 
had  been  22  years  Parish  .Priest  of  Rathfamham,  was  reading  on 
the  3d  of  February,  1804  about  10  o'clock  at  night  in  his  bed 
room  at  Rathfamham.     Mr.  Charles  Frizell,  abairisterandt 
yeoman,  had  on  that  day  dined  with  Lieutenant  Costley  of  the 
Roscommon  Militia,  a  party  of  which  was  stationed  there.  S^tmg 
a  light  in  the  Priest's  room  -they  proceeded  with  a  party  of  the 
Militia  to  the  house,  in  which  he  lodged.     TheyjFtolently  rapt 
at  the  dpor  and  demanded  Dr.  Ledwiche  to  attend  them  at  the 
guardhouse  ;  he  put  his  head  out  of  the  window  and  was  recog- 
nized by  them  both,  but  he  refused  to. go  to  the  gua>dhout^, 
assuring  them,  that  if  they  had  any  charge  against  him,  he  ^iiould 
appear  to  it  the  next  morning-.     One  of  them  violeatLj  aimed  a 
blow  at  his  head  with  a  drawn  sword,  which  he  prpTidentially 
eluded,  and  shutting  the  window  escaped  fraia  the  back  of  the 
house.     They  then  ordered  the  men  to  fire  into  hit  K>om  ;  tome., 
vbllies  were  accordingly  iired,  and  tevcral  balk  perforated  kif 
bed  curtains  :  then  bursting  open  the  door  they  rushed -iq>  to. 
the  bed  room  and  pierced  the  bedding  by  frequent  etabs  of 
sword  and  bayonet ;  one  of  them-  also  ande  a  desperate  4o«nge 
with  a  drawn  sword  at  Miss  Ledwiche,  the  Clergyman^  siace,, 
upon  her  answering,  that  she  knew  not  where  her  uAck  wat»biit 
which  was  parried  off  by  one  of  the  militia  men.      They  were 
separately  indited  upoi^  several  capital  counts  and  for  an.  assault.. 
At  both  trials  the  facts  were  fully  proved,  and  neither  of  the 
prisoners  UBduced  witnesses.    LieutenantXostly  was  acquitted 
on  the  capQI  counts,  and.  found  guilty  of  the  assault.     Judge 
Day  was  above  two  hours  in  charging  the  Jury  and  sentenced 
him  to  two  years  confinement  in  Kilraainham  and  to  a  fine  of 
20  marks,  9nd  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  give  security 
for  preserving  the  peace  himself,  in  jf  500,  and  his  two  secu» 
rities  in  ^250  each.     Mr.  Friztll  waa  acquitted  even  of  the 
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ferent  oofps  tinder  Us  command^  with  separate  ^,"JI^ 
oomplimentarj  addreflseii^to  tbe  r^ulaars,  militiaand  «  . 
yeomen^  The  Governnmit  prinis  teemed  widi 
adohtoiy  oommen&tiona  of  the  new  ^^ommander 
in  chiefs  lamentingi  that  he  had  not  been  invested 
^wtth  the  command  in  July,  to  have  saved  the  Kfe 
of  Lord  ^wffirden^  and  prevented  the  disgrace  and 
coiiseqaences  of  that  insurrection. 

In  the  bcjgkining  of  February  all  the  district  com-  Farther 
tnktees  o£  the  City  of  DuUm  received  instmctions  measuret. 
tiy  circidir  letters  to  make  correct  returns  of  the 
nrdmbers  of  houses  within  their  respective  districts, 
inhabited  and  uninhabited,  the  numbers  of  inns  an4 
public  houses  in  each  district,  the  numbers  of  male 
and  female  inhabitants  in  each  house^  classing  them 
according  to  their  ages  from  in&ncy  to  1 2,  from 
l*to  15,  and  from  15  to  60  years  of- age,  together 
Hvhh  the  total  amount  of  population  and  the  precise 
number  of  yeomen,  and  tSso  of  forges,  distilleries 
and  breweries  in  each  district. 

About  this  time  the  nation  was  thrown  into  great  King"^  ui. 

1      • .       '     t     j,^  1  ^1  ...         nets  qL  cob« 

perjnexity  and  embarrassment  by  some  very-equivo-  duct  of 
cal  symptoms  in  the  state  of  His  Majesty's  -heakh,  *^^"*^•• 
which  threatened  a  relapse  into  his  fonkier  cotnplaint. 

assfmlt,  though  jadge  Johnson  obaer^d  to  the  Jury,  that  the 
striking  at  Dr.  Ledwiche  hftd  been  uricontrbvertibly  -provtfd. 
Mr.  Egan  set  up  in  defence  his  client's  aidor-  for  loyalty,  whidi 
With  the  gdodneBB  of  his  heart,  a  little  heated  wijth  liquor  had 
been  reused  to  a  pitch  of  enthusiasm  for  that  salutary  system, 
.which  the  Governmeat  of  1798  had  pursued,  and  the  present 
had  found  necessary  to  renew  since  the  2Sd  of  July. 
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'^t  It  was  mysteriously  concealed  from  the  eyes  of  tlie 
public ;  and  the  celebration  of  Her  Majesty's  birth 
day  was  announced  from  the  Casde  at  Dublin  to  be 
postponed  till  further  notice.  It  was  a  considerable 
time  before  any  bulletin  of  his  Majesty's  health  was 
published.  He  was  regularly  attended  by  five  phy« 
sidans,  viz.  Doctors  Turton^  Heberd^,  MiUmoi^ 
Pepys  and  Reynolds^  and  by  Mr.  Dundas  the  Apo- 
thecary from  Richmond)  who  was  supposed  to  know 
more  of  the  constitution  of  his  Majestf  ^^  than  any 
gentleman  of  his  profession.  The  utmcyt  secrecy 
was  obsehred  at  the  Queen's  house  ;  not  a  whisper 
was  suffered  concerning  the  King's  health ;  the  first 
officers  of  the  state  were  refused  access;  the  Chan- 
cellor declared  in  the  house  of  Lords,  on  the  1st  of 
March,  and  Mr.  Addington  in  the  Conmions  on  the- 
next  day,  that  they  had  not  had  access  to  his  Majesty 
since  the  commencement  of  his  illness.  On  the  firtt 
of  these  days  upon  Lord  Hawkesb^'s  moving, 
that  the  Irish  Bank  restriction  bill  should  be  read  a 
second  time  on  the  Monday  foUowixIg,  Lord  King 
observed,  that  in  the  progress  of  that  and  other 
more  important  bills  on  their  passage  through  the 
other  house  of  p^Hament,  it  became  imperiously 
necessary  to  know,  whether  ministers  adhered  to 
the  declaration  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
in  the  Commons  on  the  preceding  Monday,  ffiat  at 
present  there  was  no  necessary  stsspensian  of  the  Royal 
Author  Hi/.  He  called  also  upon  Ministers  to  ^ve 
the  reason,  why  the  daily  buUedns  were  signed  by 
four  only  of  the  attending  physicians,  and  never  by 
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Dr.  Turton,  who  had  on  a  former  similar  occasion  ^^^* 
also  attended  his  Majesty,  and  then  regularly  signed 
the  daily  reports,  which  issued  of  the  state  of  His 
Majesty's  health.  Of  thb  question  none  of  His 
Majesty's  Mnisters  condescended  to  take  the  slightest 
notice.  To  the  former  question  Lord  Hawkesbury 
drily  and  with  ajqparent  reluctance  answered.  ^^  I  do 
*^  not  hesitate  to  repeat  the  assurance,  that  has  been 
«<  already  given;  and  to  declare,  that  at  present  there, 
^  is  no  necessity  for  the  suspension  of  any  of  the 
^  RoyedfunctionsI*'  Lord  Grenville  being  not  satis- 
fied with  this  declaration,  referred  to  the  conduct 
of  that  house  in  1788,  when  the  physicians,  who  had 
the  car^  of  his  Majesty -s  person  were,  examined  at 
the  bar  6£  the  house,  and  in  consequence  of  their 
evidence,  the  house  resolved,  1st,  that. by  his  Ma* 
jesty's  indisposition  he  was  unable  to  attend  to  public 
business^  and  thereby  the  personal  exercise  of  the 
royal  authority  was  for  the  present  interrupted.  2d, 
That  it  .was  the  right  and  the  duty  of  Parliament 
to  provide  the  means  of  supplying  such  defect 
according  to  the  exigency  of  the  case.  Reference 
was  also  made  to  the  instances  of  Lord  Thurlow 
in  1788  and  Lord  Rosslyn  in  1801,  who  had  found 
it  their  duty  to  liave  personal  interviews  with  his 
Majesty,  before  they  ventured  to  recommend  any 
step  under  those  delicate  circumstances.  Here  there 
was  an  affectation  of  false  delicacy  ;  nor  did  any 
one  of  the  King's  confidential  and  responsible  ser- 
vants even  pretend  to  assert,  that  he  had  had  personal 
int;^rcoursc  with  his  Majesty,  during  his  indisposi«* 
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j^^  tion,  by  which  afone  they  could  answ^  £br  ho 

constitiidbnal  competency  to  exeihdse  the  e3tecuti!ve 

functions.     Lord    Fltztnlfiam  particuhrrly  urged 

this  pcnnt  with  the  ChanceHor.    The  Lords  l^iencef, 

Carlisle,    Carnarvon  and    CarysSbtt  pressed   the 

Ministers  to  be  open  and  expGcttupott  so  momentu- 

ous  a  question.    But  Lord  Hawke^bury  said.    ^^  My 

Lords,  in  ghring  the  assurance  I  alfeady  have 

doiie,  I  have  proceeded  on  Authority  sufficient 

to  satisfy  my  own  mind,  and  I  think  it  uiucieces- 

sary  to  make  any  further  dechtration."    Lord 

Chancellor  Eldon  made  his  usual  profession  of  the 

conscientious  performance    of    his    pufalfe    duty. 

Nothing,  said  he,  should  have  ccmipelled  me, 

for  xrompelled  I  feel  myself,  to  make  afty  decb- 

-ration  oil  a  subject   of  such  elctreme  deStiacy, 

but  a  sense  of  the  duty  I  owe  to  my  Soverei^, 

to  the  Legislature  and  to  the  People.    Fixilti  aH 

'*  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  from 

•*  every  quarter  I  had  a  right  to  look  for  it  and 

•*  to  demand  it,  I  nwst  firmly  believe,  tibat  the 

-•*  dedaratibii  made  by  the  noble  Secretary  of  State 

**  has  been  made  in  truth  and  honor.    I^-state  this, 

my  Lords,  with  a  most  perfect  conviction  of  the 

responsibility  and  duty  I  owe  to  my  Soverrign, 

and  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  coufttry.*'     Lord 

GrenviDe   still  pressed  upon    the  Chancellor    the 

example  of  his  two  immediate  predecessors,  who 

declared  they  could  not  have  satisfied  the  duty  of 

their  high    station  under    similar    circumstances 

without  obtaining  personal  access  to  their  sovereign. 
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Bis  Lordship  replied,  «  Those  resolutions  were  ^•^^ 
^  entered  into  previous  to  the  affixing  of  the 
^^  great  seal  to  a  legislative  measure  then  in  con- 
^  tenqplation.  Were  any  instrument  to  be  now 
^  tendered  to  me  for  the  pmrpose  of  having  the 
^  gi^eat  seal  put  to  it,  I  should  think  it  a  Inreach  of 
^  my  duty  to  do  so  wUhetit  personal^  consuUng 

On  the  next  day  Mn  Grey^  in  the  Ck)mmons«  Minittm 

culed  upon 

pressed  the  Pk-une  Minister  in  liise  manflier  to  make  by  Mr. 
some  explicit  declaration'  upon  the  state  of  the  ^' 
King's  health,  in,  order,  as  he  said,  ^'  that  the 
^  liouse  might  know,  whether  they  were  continiung  ' 
"^  to  transact  public  business  in  a  way  consistent 
^  with  th«r  duty  to  the  people,  or  whether  they 
^  w^pe  by  the  exetdse  of  their  legislative  functions, 
^  violating  the  prindples  of  the  constitution/'  Mr. 
Addington  confirmed  the  declaration  he  had  made 
om  a  former  evening,  and  continued.  ^'  I  have 
^  only  to  add,  that  /  liaeoe  not  had  personal  access 
^  to  his  Majesty ;  but  that  a  better  criterion  has 
^^  beea  afforded  me,  whereon  I  formed  my  opinion  ; 
**  I  mean  the  concurring  sentiments  of  all  the  five 
«<  physidans  attending  his  Majesty.''  Mr.  Grey 
was  not  satisfied,  and  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
make  a  spedfic  moticm  on  the  subject  on  an  early 
day.  The  9th  of  March  put  a  happy  period  to  the 
suspense  about  the  competency  of  the  sovereign  to 
exercise  the  Royal  functions.  His  Majesty  had 
signed  a  commission  to  the  Chancellor,  Lord 
Vol.  I  8 


cc 
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1803.    Hawkesbury  arid  Lord  Auckland  to  give  the  Royal 
assent   to  the  Irish   Bank  restriction  bill,  the  two 
mutiny  bills,  the  Duke  of  York's  estate  bill,  and 
several  other  bills.     Lord  Fitzwilliam  anticipated 
that  solemn  proceeding  by  reiterating  his  -former 
questions  to  the  Chancellor  about  the  state  of  his 
Majesty's  health  ;  to  which  he  answered :  "  that  not 
being  satisfied  with  the  reports  and  assurances  of 
the  Physicians  on  so  imfiortant  an  occasion,  he 
•*  had  had  a  personal  interview  with  his  Sovereign, 
^  at  which  due  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  bills, 
which  were  oflFered  for  the   Royal  assent,  and 
;  "  which  was  fully  expressed."'^     After  the  Com- 

*  irions^had  returned  to  th^if  house  from  attending  in 
'  the  house  of  Peers,  to  hear  the  Royal  consent  given 
f  to  the  bills,  Mr.  Grey  put  some  further  questions  to 

•  the  Ministers  concerning  the  state .  of  the  King's 
-  -health.    Mr.  Addington  observed  a  sullen  silence. 

Bulletins  continued  to  be  daily  issued  from  the 
middle  of  February.  On  the  5th  of  March  the  four 
Physicians  reported,  that  hb  Majesty  continued  to 


*  Lord  Chalicellor  Eldon  accompanied  this  declaration  with 

a  fresh  assurance  of  the  conseientious  pet-formance  of  his  official 

-  duties.     "  I  know' and  feel  with  gratitude  my  obligations  to 

'  *<  the.  best  of  Sovereigns;,  to  whose  person   I  bear  the  warmest 

•  *V&^c^*tion.     But    I   tau    most. '  conscTetitiously    say,    that   no 

^  **  consideration  whatcrer,  even  those,  to  Which  I  have  alluded, 

.  *<  shall  ever   induce   me  to  break  that  sacred  covenant  I  have 

*'  made  with "  myself,    not  to   tfufFcr'  any  thing  'to   warp  my 

•■**  judgment,  or  to  bias  'me   from  that  rule   of  strict  duty  and 

'*  rectitude,  which  I  am  determined  to  follow,'' 
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tnake  very  fuvourable'progress  towards  recovery ;  on     i*^s. 
the  10th,  they  continued  to  entertain  a  favourable 
opinion  of  his  Majesty's  recovery,  and  on .  the  next 
day  the  Bulletin  was.     His  Majesty  is  materially 

•  better,  and  is  far  advanced  in  recovery* 

On  the  Sd  of  March,  Mr.  Aleatainder,  in  the  impoiJt^^ 
Commend,  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
for  consolidating  and  arran^ng  certain  revenue  duties 
tipon  gdods,  wares  and  merchandizes  imported  and 
exported  into  and  from  Ireland.  It  brought  on  a  con- 
versation, which  afterwards  ended  in  an  act  for 
continmng,  during  the  war,  a  tax  of.  3  per  cent, 
upon  all  linens  exported  from  Ireland.  Mr.  Dawson^ 
the  Member  of  Monaghan  was  the  only  Gentleman, 
who  opposed  it.  He  regretted,  that  the  tax  was 
not  abandoned,  as  it  fell  so  severely  upon  the  only 
staple  manufacture  of  Ireland..  His  constituents 
had  just  reason  to  blame  him  for  not  having  opposed 

-  the  tax  during  the  last  session,  for  he  was  present^ 
when  it  passed.  The  omission  of  his  duty  arose 
out  of  ignorance  and  inadvertence  j  he  permitted 
it  to  pas6  unnoticed,  under  the  general  head  of  a 
3  per  cent  export  tax,  conceiving,  that  every  stipu- 
lation for  the  protection  of  the  linen  manufacture 
hiad  been  conclusively  settled  by  the  articles  of  the 
Union.  The  continuance  of  the  tax  was  warmly 
supported  by  Mr.  Corry,  Mr.  Hawthorn,  Mr. 
Alexander,  Lord  De  Blaquiere,  Mr.  Foster  and 
Lord  Gastlereagh.* 

^  This  «vport  dvty  on  lipcni  was  rep^altd  the  next  ttssion. 

S2 
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feo3.        Sir  John  Wrottesley's  motion  for  an  enquiry  inter 


Sir  John    ^^    conduct    of  his    Majesty's    Government   }n 
wrottcs-    Ireland,  relative  to  the  insurrection  of  the  23d  of 

ley  •  moti*  r     t  • 

on  on  the  July,  WHS  One  of  the  most  interesting  debates  of 
the  session.    The  motion  was  brought  forward  by 
Sir.  John  Wrottesley,  a  particular  friend  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  in  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  that  Gentle- 
man's return  to  office,  by  exposing  the  imbecillity 
and  remi^ness  of  that  Administration,  which  he 
had  formed  and  for  three  years  supported,  untSl 
they  presumed  to  set  up  their  own  merits  as  grounds 
for  continuing  in  place  against  their  original  tenure. 
jLord  Re-      This  view  of  the  question  brought  prominently 
corrt4»on-  forward  all  the  seceders  with  Mr.  Pitt ;    he  kept 
^^'J.j*  ^*^  himself  aloof  on  the  occasion.      The  •  favourable 
FiAgai.      opportunity,  which  the  motion  furnished  the  old 
opposition  of  exculpating   General  Fox  naturally 
secured   their  support.  \  The    Ministers  however 
negatived  the  motion  by  a  majority  6f  91  out  of 
255  Members,  that  attended  the  debate,  which  was 
protracted  to  5  o'CIock  in  the  morning.     It  brought 
to  light  no  other  facts  concerning  the  rebellion 
i)e^ides  those,   which  have  been  already  noticed. 
Mr.  Canning  took  tliis  opportunity  of  introducing 
the  improvident,  weak  and  inflammatory  letters  ♦  of 

*  The  introduction  of  Lord  Chancellor  Redesdale,  as  the 
prominent  and  leading  character  in  the  Irish  GafcmmehC  at 
this  period,  is  pregnant  with  historical  imformation,  and  de- 
>elopes  more  of  the  the  genuine  spirit  of  the  Pitt  STStem,  than 
any  fact  or  document  brought  tq  light  lince  his'  mjsteriodt 
relioquiihment  of  the  helm.     At  his  special  remommendatioa 


/ 
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iMcd  Redesdale  to  the  Earl  of  Fingal,  to  the  con.   }^ 
8|dMition  of  the  House.     He  observed,  that  the 

kad  the  Sorereign's  conscience  been  entrusted  to  the  two  noble 
Pcen  for  England  and  Irehmd,  who  had  been  long  and  thorough* 
ly  trained  in  all  the  macluaTelian  principles  and  occult  tactics 
of  the  Kct  school :  they  were  for  several  years  the  bw  officers 
of  the  crown  and  the  official  as  well  as  pliant  members  of  his 
pbofy  89  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General.  Lord  Redesdale^ 
whoyinthe  year  I79I9  had  introduced  into  the  British  Parlia- 
UMBt  the  bfll  for  relaxing  several,  of  the  penal  laws  against  the 
BngBih  Roman  Catholics^  which  "Mr.  Pitt  did  not  mean  to  op- 
pose, was  selected  as  the  most  plausible  instnmient  for  opposing 
the  emancipation  of  the  Irish  Catholics^  which  he  intended  never 
should  be  granted.  The  imbecility  of  the  Addington  adminis- 
trationt  of  which  the  ex-minister  availed  himself,  in  order  to  secure 
hilt  return  to  power,  consisted  in  their  inability  to  conceal  the 
jiecret  springs  of  that  system,  which  Mt .  Pitt  had  formed  and 
meant  to  be  persevered  in.  The  grand  arcanum  of  that  system 
was  to  keep  out  of  sight  and  responsibility,  the  real  advisees 
of  the  great  measures  of  Government.  Mr.  Addington  had 
weakly  boasted  of  Lord  Redesdale's  influence  over  Lord  Hard* 
vricke,  and  Lord  Redesdale  had  improvidenily  coirtmitted  to 
writing  evidence  of  his  own  ignorance,  bigotry,  and  narrow- 
policy,  which  were  intended  to  operate  upon  Ireland,  under 
the  delusive  liberality  of  Lord  Hardwicke'd  government. 
When  Lord  Redesdale  went  to  Ireland  to  accept  of  the  great 
seals,  he  certainly  carried  with  him  a  large  stock  of  technical 
knowledge  of  the  ndcsj  forms,  and  practice  of  courts  of  equity  : 
but  lamentable  were  his  ignorance  in  theology,  his  deficiency  in 
state  policy,  and  his  inexperience  in  the  world.  Soon  after  the 
late  insurgency  in  Dublin,  the  Earl  of  Fingal  wibliing  to 
render  himself  useful,  had  solicited  a  commission  of  the  peace 
for  the  County  of  Mcath,  and  when  the  Chancellor  sent  him. 
the  warrant  of  the  appointment,  he  accompar.lcj  it  with  a  ver,y. 
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180S.     high  authority  after  the  contemptible  number  and 
means  of    the    late    insurrection   had  been  fuU7:^ 


extraordinary  letter,  the.  first  part  of  which  was  a  catcchistical 
instruction  upon  the  duties  of  a(;tive  loyalty  }  the  next,  a  forced 
inference,  that  so  long  as  the  Catholic  clergy  taught  their  flocks, 
that  unity  was  an  essential  requisite  io  the  church  and  faitli  of 
Christ,  sj  long  would  they  inculcate  hatred  and  treason  to  their 
legitinTiiite  Sovereign,  should    he   not    submit  to  the  church  of 
Rome.     The  second  Ittter  attributed  the  late  insurrection  to  the 
diflerence  in     religious    opinion    of  the  bulk  of   the   people, 
who,    heedless   themselves    about   their    constitutional  righUy 
are    taught  and    encouraged  by  their   clergy  to    demand   an 
equal  participation  of  them  with  Protestants,  whom  they  refuse 
to    consider  brethren  in   Christ*      It  enforced   the  forbearing 
example  of  the  Quakers,  who  suffered  moFt  for  conscience  sake 
than  the  Roman  Catholics.     1%  arraigne4  the  pastoral  instruc-  . 
tions  of  Doctor  Troy,  in  1793,  and  ox  the  late  Doctor  Huasey, 
in    1797f  as  incompatible   with  the  loyalty  of  a  subject,  and 
maintained,  that  loyalty  could   not  prevail    Qn    the   Catholic 
body,  till  their  clergy  should  cea^sp  tq  preach  up  the  doctrine  of 
exclusive   salvation,    and  particularly,   that   desiring  Uberty  to 
think  for  ijiennstlvest  they  Q^ghi  alsq  io  permit  others  to  think 
for  themselves^  mnd  npt  murdext  b^cquse  they  djffer  in  religious 
opinion.     The  third  letter  urge^   the  temporal  degradation  of 
the  Bishop  of  Rome  by  the  French  tyran^,  as  a  reason  for  the 
Irish  clergy's  disclaiming  the  doctrine  of  exclusive  salvation,  so 
destructive  of  the   repose  of  mankind,   that  it  is  mqckery  and 
folly  for  prie^tf  to  pretend  to  exhort  thf  ir  flocks  to   k>yalty, 
whilst  they  tell  them,  that  all,  who  refuse  obedience  tothe  church 
are  rebels  to  their  Gpd^  which  must  produce  eternal  damnation 
in  the  next  world,  and  rencler  them  objects  of  horror  Mnd  diilike 
in  this.     It  directly  charg^ps,  that  Catholics,  who  were  under 
the  instructions  of  their  priests,  came  from  all  parts  of  Ireland, 
to  effect  the  horrid   purposes  manifested  on  the  2Sd  of  July.. 
The  4th  and^  last   letter  to' Lord  Fingal  jnsittSi  that  the  whole 
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disclosed  to  the  Irish  Government,  had  most  un-     ^^^ 
warrantahly  asserted,  that  it  was  an  insurrection 


tenor  of  the  conduct  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  Catholics  shews*' 
that  the  duties  of  loyalty  are  not  effectually  taught  thei|[i,  and 
that  many  of  the  higher  orders  hoth  of  clergy  and  laity  are  not 
impressed  with  them.  It  alludes  to  one  district  in  particular, 
**  in  which  the  piiettSy  who  had  heen  instrumental  in  saving 
**  the  lives  of  the  loyalist,  in  the  late  rehellion,  were  universally 
'*  discoimtenanced  by  their  superiors,  and  that  a  priest  proved 
^*  to  have  been  guilty  of  sanctioning  the  murders  of  1798, 
<*  transported  to  Botany  Bay,  and  since  pardoned  by  the  mercy. 
<■  of  Government,  had  been  brought  back  in  triumph,  by  the 
**  same  superior,  to  what,  in  defiance  of  the  law  he  calls  ht^ 
<*  parish,  (his  'JLordship  was  reminded  by  Doctor  Coppinger  in 
*'  his  answer  of  the  act,  which  recognized  the  parish  pjicst^J 
'*  and  there  placed  as  a  martyr,  in  a  manner  the  most  insulting 
•*  to  the  feelings  of  the  Protestants,  to  the  justice  of  the 
^  country  and  to  that  Goverment,  to  whose  lenity  he  owes  hiii 

m 

**  redemption  from  the  punishment  du^  to  his  crimes  "  It  thb? 
questions  the  loyalty  of  the  late  Bishop  Hussey,  and  by  dcduc^- 
tion  ci^Us  in  doubt  that  of  his  revered  successor,  iq  ^he  sei; 
of  Waterford,  the  learned  and  respectable  Doctoj*  Power* 
because  he  was  appointed  in  the  usual  manner,  at  the  reconLr 
mendation  of  the  higher  order  of  the  clergy,  by.  tha  Pope,  then 
a  vassal  of  France,  under  which  circumstances  he  coucludes* 
that  the  priests  of  the  Romish  persuasion,  (]|ever  had  taken  and 
never  would  take  honest  and  constitutional  means  to  make  chelr 
congregations  loyal  subjects  of  the^  Protestant  Govemnieut  uf 
this  country. 

To  this  inflammatory  batv>h,  of  polemical  petulance,  Loi-d^ 
Fingal  answered  with  that  gentlemanly  forbearance  and  acconi- 
modating  curtesy,  which  have,  characterized  that  amiable  and 
respectable.nobleman  through  life.  Ht  disclaimed  controversy, 
find  vindicated  his  own  and  the  loyalty  of  his  brethren  in  faith* 
Poctor  Coppinger,  the.  Cathjljc  Eichop  of  Cloyne  and  Roa; , 
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^^^  of  whole  classes  of  rebels,  making  it  an  imputation 

against  three  fourths  of  the  people  of  Ireland^  that 

• 

being  the  person  sb  clearly  designated  in  the  fourth  letter,  is  a 
prelate   peculiarly  fitted  for  the  sublinle  functions  of  a  christiait 
Bishop  by  his  erudition,  firmness  and  exemplary  virtue.     He 
vnrote  an  able,  spirited  and  impressive  letter  to  the  Chancellor, 
complaining  of  the  injustice  don^  to  him  vnd  to  his  religion, 
by«  the  unfounded  charges  and  calumnies  contained  in  his  letter 
to  Lord  Fingal,  each  of  which  he  completely  refuted.     Lord 
Redesdale  in  his  reply  to  Doctor  Coppinger,  caused  himself, 
upon  the  score  of  his  fourth ;  letter  to  Lord  Fingal  being  a 
confidential  statement  of  representations  iffade  to  him,  the  troth 
of  which  he  had  not  asserted.     My  letterSf  said  his  Lordships 
could  not  have  been  injurima  to  you^  if  they  had  remained  mtS 
Lord  FingaL     He  attributed  all  the  mischief  to  the  pul^cstfoii' 
of  his  letters,  which  were  never  meant  to  meet  the  public  eye. 
He  complained  of  the  publication  of  Mr.  O'Neil's  case  (entitled 
the  humble  remonstrance  of  the  Rev,  Peter  0*Neil,  R,  C. 
Parish  Priest  of  Ballymacoda,  to  ,the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of 
the  County  of  Cork)  and  other  publications  tending  to  insult 
tKe  Protestants  of    Ireland   and    their  religion.      **  With  a 
**  person,  his  Lordship  concludes,  who  professes-  to  consider 
**  Mr.  O'NeiPs  pamphlet  as  an  humUe  remottstrahcef     I  think 
*•  I  cannot  prudently  hold  any  correspondence,  especially  after 
•*  the  treatment  I  have  experienced  with  respect  to  my  letters 
<*  to   Lord    Fingal.      I   shall  therefore   decline    giving    any 
**  further  answer  to  your  letter,  which  would  unavoidably  lead 
*'  to  a  long  and  unpleasant  discussion." 

The  impartial  reader  will  observe,  that  no  man  in 'the  United 
Kingdom  knew  more  fully  than  Lord  Redesdale,  the  nature 
and  bearing  of  R.  Catholic  doctrine  upon  active  loyalty,  having 
been  advised  with  and  concerned  in  the  formation  of  the  much 
canvassed  oath  and  test  of  allegiance,  by  which  the  English 
R.  Catholics  were  admitted  in  1791  to  express  their  loyalty  to 
their  King  and  fidelity  to  their  country ;  and  the  Irish  oath 


Admnislriiiion  qf  ffte  Earl  qf  Hardwickt^.  255 

they  had  chosen  and  furnished  then*  quota  of  the  /^^, 
eighty  rebels,  of  which  Ministers  declared  it 
conasted«  He  had  implicated  all  the  Catholics  in 
that  rebeUion,  and  had  imputed  to  them  their  full 
.share  of  its  guilt.  He  had  read  those  letters,  said 
Mr.  Canning  with  shame  and  indignation.  ^^  It 
"  certainly  was  a  great  mbfortune,  that  such  a 
^  person  with  such  sentiments,  should  be  placed  in 
*^  such  a  situation.  When  he  saw  s^jich  a  minister 
**  a£   Government    there,    the  highest   in    legal 


and  test  are  of  the  same  purport  and  tendency.     It  iff  du6  to 
the  tnsth  of  history^    to  transmit  to  posterity,    what   Lord 
Redesdak  might  or  ought  to  have  known  on  the  6h  of  September, 
1803,  (the  date  of  his  fourth  lettei*  to  Lord  Fingal),  that  Mr. 
O'Neil  jjcver  was  found  guilty   of  any  crime ;  consequently, 
that  he  could  not  hare  been  pardoned  by  the  mercy  of  GoTem- 
ment ;  that  he  was  flogged  even  to  evisceration,  for  the  purpose 
of 'extorting  from  him  the  secrets  of  the  confessional ;  that  he 
was   sent  to  Botany  Bay  against  the  express  order  of  Lord 
Comwallis;  that  he  was  called  home    by   Lord  Hardwicke, 
because  he  was  proved  to  be  an  injured  and  an  innocent  man, 
and  for  the  same  reasons  was  he  reinstated  in  his  parish  by  his 
Superior.     Lord   Redesdale  in  his  last  letter  to  .  Lord  Fingal 
refers  to  the  very  high  and  very  respectable  authoritif^  from  which 
he  drew*  his  information.     There  are  strong  grounds  for  laying 
the  misrepresentation,  which  betrayed  the  noble  Baron   into 
iuch   mischievous  weakness  in  this  ia^|piice  to  the  account  of 
Lord   Longueville,  as  in  others  to  that  of  Doctor  Patrick 
Duigenan,  Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  Mr.  John   GifFard,  and  such 
ftcalots  for  the  Orange   ascendancy.     The  national  evil  did  not 
arise   out  of  the  publication,  but  the  influence  of  suph  wicked 
""prejudices  over  the  man,  whose  advice  the  Ministers  boastccj, 
swayed  the  Irish  GoYemmt^ot* 
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IMS.    cs  authority,  he  did  not  say,  that  this  was  to  be 
^^  considered,  nor  did  he  state  it  as  a  firebrand, 
"  which  threatened  the  country  with  destruction, 
but  he  did  state  that  great  officer  of  Government 
as  enjoying  the  fall  confidence  and  a  great  portion 
"  of  the  power  of  Government,  and  whether  he 
were  the   intended  vehicle  of    publishing  such 
sentiments  as  those  of  Government,  he  did  not 
know ;  yet  it  had  all  the  effect  of  design,  and  he 
could  not  help  looking  upon  the  publication  of 
such  sentiments,  as  conveying  to  the  public  the 
*'  animus  of  the   Government.      Whether   those 
"  sentiments  were  really  the  sentiments  of  Govern- 
ment or  no,  he  would  not  pretend  to  say  ;  but 
the  great  character,  to  which  he  had  alluded  was 
"  a  member   of  the  Irish  Government,    and  the 
"  Government,  in  which  such  a  mind  predomi- 
"  nated ;  that  was  to  say,  a  mind  governed  by 
such  principles,  as  had   been  published  by  that 
great  person,  had  great   influence,  where  such 
"  a  spirit  presided,  and  where  such  a  spirit  ruled  and 
such  opinions  were  cherished,  the  Government 
influenced  by  it,  he  was  sure  could  not  be  con- 
^*  conciliating,  nor  agreeable,  nor  could  hold  forth 
*'  any  prospects   of  comfort,    to   say   nothing  of 
happiness    to  thf. Irish  people:  a  Government, 
which  permitted  itself  to  cherish  such  sentiments, 
"  discovered  an  a7nmv.s^  that  afforded  no  comfort 
to  those,  by  whom  it  was  governed ;  it  was  an 
imprudent  Government,  and  very  iU    adapted 
^^  for  even  the  safety  of  the  public/' 
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Mr.  Fox  spoke  of  the  religious   correspondence     *®^^' 
of  Lord  Redesdale  with  Lord  Fingal  with  contempt  Mr.Pcrce- 
and  indignation.     Never  did  bigotry  shew  i^s^^l^ficaj/jj,"h 
more  weak  and  ignorant,  never  did  it  tend  to  be  ^-or<* 
more  wicked  and  mischievous.     He  observed,  that 
the  friends  of  Lord  Redesdale  admitted,  that  the' 
next  indiscreet   thing  after  the   writing  of  those 
letters,  was  the  discussion  of  them  in  that  house. 
Mr.   Windham  pointedly    reprobated  the   letters, 
as  indicative  of    the  animiis  of  the  Government. 
Mr.   Perceval,  under  all  his  domestic,  professional 
and   political  sympathies  with  the    noble   Baron, 
**  maintained    there  would    have  been    no    evil 
*'  in  Xi\Q  .writing  of  the  letters  *  if  they  had  not 
**  been  published  j  and  they  were  not  published  by 

*  This  ia  new  casuistry  from  the  evangelical  school  of  Mr. 
Perceval.  The  old  doctrine  was,  that  it  was  evil  to  misrepresent 
or  traduce  the  clfifracter  of  one's  neighbour,  even  under  secrecy. 
The*  fact  however  of  publication  in  this  instance  was  not  atten- 
ded with  any  of  that  turpitude  or  malice,  which  the  Attorney 
General  would  hive  fixed  it  with.  The  very  nature  of  the 
correspondence  was  public  :  nor  was  there  any  intimation  ou 
either  side,  that  it  should  be  considered  confidential.  The 
letters  were  very  naturally  and  very  laudably  communicated  by 
Lord  Fingal  to  his  professional  man  of  confidence,  who  with 
obvious  sympathy  and  commendable  interest,  handed  copies 
of  them  to  a  Gentleman  of  more  exalted  situation  of  hiu  own 
profession.  It  was  from  the  publication  of  them  in  the  News 
Journal,  that  Doctor  Coppingcr  first  learnt,  that  he  had  been 
so  pointedly  referred  to  and  ticvcrely  assailed  in  them.  It  is 
false,  that  Doctor  Coppinger  in  any  manner  promoted  their 
publication*  Ignorance  s^nd  malice  only  have  laid  the  publicati<« 
pn  to  his  account* 
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1803^     "  the  Lord  Chancellor.     As  to  the  letters,  it  vrai 


"  to  be  remembered,  that  the  learned  Lord  was 
^^  writing  to  a  man  he  had  made  a  ma^tratc,  and 
^  speaking  of  misprission  of  treason,  requested 
"  him  to  warn  those,  with  whom  he  had  influence 
"of  the  heinous  guilt  and  the  frequency  of  this 
**  crime/' 
Mifchief       Daily  experience  teaches  the  fetal  lesson,  that 

•of  QDxair  /  *  ^  ^ 

repicsenta-  our  popular  representatives  in  Parliament  are  so 
people,  constituted,  as  to  enable  a  minister,  be  he  ever  so 
^^^  '»t^  weak  and  wicked,  to  command  a  majority  of  their 
votes,  which  therefore  becomes  no  criterion  of  the 
real  sense  of  the  people.  Loud  and  indignant  was 
the  cry  of  the  country  against  the  drivelfing 
impotence  of  Mr.  Addington's  administration.  He 
still  commanded  a  majority  in  Parliament,  and  yet 
Mr.  Pitt  was  to  be  forced  back  upon  his  Majesty's 
councils  through  dint  of  fear,  kit  Jie  should 
be  provoked  to  recant,  disclose  and  betray  the 
system  so  anxiously  fostered  at  St.  James's.  Thi^ 
return  to  power  was  riot  to  be  effected  by  overt 
means ;  it  would  have  been  too  revolting  to  connnon 
deceipcy,  too  repugnant  to  the  first  prindples  of 
the  system  to  oppose  and  expose  it  in  Parliament, 
when  his  return  to  the  Cabinet  was  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  perpetuating  it  vAxh  more  plausibility 
and  effect.  He  in  the  mean  while  through  some 
of  his  confidential  tools  secretly  negociated  his  re- 
sumption of  power,  keeping  himself  in  coy  reserve, 
in  order  to  be  forced  to  the  enjoyment,  he  had 
now  long  pined  for. 
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In  the  mean  while  the  chief  debates  in  Parliament    '^^ 
were  hi^ly  important  to  the  interests  of  Ireland.  Debatei  ia 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  offered  to  the  House  of  ^^^?™«^ 

affecting 

Commons  three  resolutions  respecting  the  issuing  ireUn<k 
of  monies  from  the  Irish  treasury,  without  the 
authority  of  Parliament.  1st.  That  payments  had 
been  made  in  London  of  salaries  on  the  Irish  esta- 
blishment, at  par,  carrying  the  loss  of  exchange  to 
the  national  account.  2nd.  That  such  payments 
had  been  made  without  authority.  3d.  That  the 
;pnjedce  was  im^n^arrantable  and  ought  to  be  dis- 
continued. In  this,  even  Mr.  Foster  opposed  Lord 
Castlereagh,  and  contended,  that  such  payments 
were  illegal.  The  Ministers,  however,  negatived  the 
lesolutions  on  the  previous  question,  by  a  majority 
tif  thirty-eight.  On  the  same  day  came  forward 
the  two  Irish  militia  bills,  in  difierent  stages,  that 
•is,  the  Irish  militia  officers'  biU,  and  the  Irish 
militia  augmentation  bill ;  and  on  the  next  day 
Mh  Yorke  moved  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  . 
house  on  the  bill,  tp  -  empower  his  Majesty  to  ac- 
cept of  the  offers  of  such  of  the  militia  corps  in 
Ireland,  as  had  volunteered  to  extend  their  services 
tx>  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Elliott  opposed  the  measure, 
and  was  reminded  by  Mr.  Yorke,  that  he  was 
Ttnder-secretary  and  a  member  of  the  Irish  Par- 
liament, in  1799,  when  that  identical  measure 
was  adopted,  notwithstanding  Ireland  then  were 
in  a  situation  of  much  more  peril,  than  it  was  at 
the  time  he  was  speaking.  Mr.  Hutchinson  ap- 
proved  of  the  bill,  because  it  recorded  the  zeal  of 
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}^^,  the  people,  notwithstanding  every  eflFort  made  by  hij 
Majesty's  Ministers  to  repress  it.  It  evinced  their 
loyalty  to  the  King,  reeking,  as  they  were,  at  eveiy 
vein  wdth  blood,  covered  with  abuse,  and  degraded 
by  the  vilest  insults,  that  could  possibly  be  offered ; 
he  supported  the  measure,  because  it  was  a  Farlia' 
mcntary  refutation  of  the  production  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland,  who  arrogated  to  himself  the 
privilege  of  harrowing  up  the  feelings  of  minions 
of  his  fellow  subjects  by  imputing  to  them,  prin- 
ciples, which  they  abhored,  and  motives,  by  which 
they  were  not  actuated.  Colonel  Vereker  said  he 
had  just  arrived  from  Ireland  to  oppose  the  measure, 
because  he  considered  Ireland  to  be  in  imminent 
danger,  and  therefore  the  Irish  militia  could  not 
'either  consistently  with  loyalty  or  patriotism  volun- 
teer their  services  to  Great  Britain.  Were  Ireland 
nfe  and  England  invaded,  he  would  be  the  first  to 
tender  the  services  of  himself  and  his  Regiment  of 
militia  to  assist  there.  Even  Lord  Castlereagh 
bore  testimony  of  the  loyally  and  valour  of  the 
Irish  militia    *    in  the  year   1798,    when    every 

♦  A  list  of  the  Rcgimenta  and  Companies  of  the  Irisli 
Militia,  wliich  at  that  time  made  a  voluntary  tender  of  their 
jervicesto  be  employed  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain  during 
the  war, 
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exertion  of  treason  and  every  artifice  of  treachery 
were  used  to  corrupt  their  fidelity. 

When  the  House  was  in  Committee  upon,  the 
clause  providing  for  the  advance  of  four  guineas 
to  each  militia  man  to  be  raised  under  the  augmen- 
tation act.  Colonel  Crawford  passed  also  a  high 
eulogy  upon  the  Irish  militia,  and  portrayed  at 
large  the  mutual  horrors  of  the  late  rebellion  ;  then 
called  upon  the  house  to  reflect,  how  little  had  been 
sinoe  done  by  Ministers  to  conciliate  the  affections 
of  the  people,  and  that  the  Union,  which  had 
become  notoriously  unpopular  in  Ireland,,  had 
not  produced  the  benefits,  that  were  expected  to 
result  from  it.    When  they  saw,  that  the  principal 
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j??.  otgect,  which  was  oonsideted  the  price  of  that 
Union,  namdy^  the  emancipation  of  the  Cathd&cs 
had  not  been  granted,  it  would  oe  unwise  and 
dangerous  to  remove  from  .that  country  a  large 
force  of  such  tried  loy^ky  and  bravery.  That 
wise  and  benevolent  statesman,  Mr.  Fox,  who 
never  fuled  to  inculcate  justice,  when  Ireland  w$is 
weak,  and  dignity  when  she  was  strong,  dwdt 
also  on  the  same  grounds.  T^enever  that  measure 
had  been  discussed,  he  always  opposed  it ;  he  had 
seen  no  benefit  resulting  from  it,  imless  thpt<»f  .gett- 
ing  rid  of  a  very  comq)t  legislature.  Thoset  who 
brought  about  he  Union  by  mtems  x^ettainly  jMt 
defensible  had  allowed  it  would  not  be  consplate, 
unless  followed  up  by  certain  measiures,  not  one  of 
which  had  been  effected.  He  wished  a  £air  trial 
was  given  by  the  execution  of  thQ$e  E^easures, 
though  he  doubted,  whether  eveii  then  there  could 
be  a  complete  Union  of  countries  too  distant  for 
local  conveniency  to  permit  a  community  of  repre- 
sentation. He  looked  upon  it  as  absolutely  impos- 
sible, that  Ireland  should  be  ever  fairly  represented 
in  that  House.  As  to  any  internal  improvement, 
it  was  impossible  to  expect  any  such  event,  whilst 
the  present  Government  of  that  country  lasted, 
whilst  there  was  a  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  who  told 
the  people  of  Ireland,  that  they  could  not  be  good 
subjects,  whilst  they  continued  faithful  to  the 
religion  they  professed,  and  the  ideas,  which  they 
had  of  what  they  owed  to  the  Ood,  whom  they 
adored^  it  was  decidedly  iippossible,  that  country 
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could  be  governed  by  any  other  means  than  by  ,J5^ 
force,*  as  it  then  was  governed  by  martial  law  and 
by  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Carpus.  He  looked 
upon  the  measure  before  the  House  generally  un- 
Oonstitutional,  and  a  direct  violation  of  the  articles 
of  Union. 

As  man  naturally  forms  his  first  judgment  from  ^^^^\^ 
^spearances,  so  by  how  much  more  open  and  duplicity. 
upright  he  himself  is,  by  so  much  less  suspicious  is 
he  of  the  conduct  of  those,  who  square  it  to  the 
deceit  of  others.  The  actual  abatement  of  the 
fury  of  Lord  Camden's  Government  was  a  great 
national  benefit,  and  not  only  encouraged  the  return 
of  loyalty,  but  ingratiated  the  Viceroy  with  some 
of  the  most  eminent  opposers  of  the  system  of  coer- 
cion. The  most  marked  attentions  to  Mr.  Grattan 
were  paid  at  the  castle,  and  their  Excellencies 
were  sumptuously  entertained  at  Mr.  Grattan's 
in  Stephen's-green.  That  eminent  patriot  was  not 
then  in  Parliament,  and  his  benevolent  sympathies 
natiu^y  inspired  him  with  affection  for  the  Go- 
vernOr,  under  whom  his  Countrymen  ceased  to 
be  openly  persecuted  and  tortured.    His  lofty  mind 


,  *  Lord  Redesdale  has  been  known  publicly  to  boast,  that 
•Ireland  can  never  be  kept  in  obedience^  imless  there  be  a 
standing  force  of  20000  regular  troops  in  tbat  country,  and  every 

I  a 

n)an  of  them  a  protestant.  The  author  has  been  assured  of  this 
by  a  living  and  respectable  person,  who  heard  him  make  the 
declaration. 

Vol..  L  T 
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^J^JJ^  pried  not  into  the  secret  pledged  and  wanauvres  for 

preventing  their  final  liberation  from  thraldom. 

^'  Division  and  weakness  were  the  two  pivots,  upon 

which  Mr,  Pitt's  systenx  in  Ireland  had  uninterrupt-* 
edly  txurned.  To  keep  it  in  constant  gyradon  was 
equally  his  view  in  resigning  his  situation  in  1801, 
as  it  was  in  resuming  it  in  1  S(H*  The  posessdon 
of  office  usually  engenders  an  inordinate. lust  for 
power,  a  disdainful  contempt  of  those^  who  have 
it  not,  and  an  arrogant  assumption  of  merit.  Mr. 
Htt  found  himself  driven  at  Ipst  to  work  out  Mr. 
Addington  by  rallying  his  own  parliamentary  sup- 
porters, and  pressing  into  his  assistance  such  of  the 
old  opposition  as  were  on  all  occasions  ready  to 
oppose  the  system,  and  harrassed  tlie  Ministers  with 
debates  and  hard  run  divisions.  On  a  motion  of 
Mr.  Fox,  on  the  Defence  bill,  out  of  450  Members 
the  Ministers  had  but  a  majority  of  52,  and  on 
Mr.  Pitt's  Army  of  Reserve  bill  the  Ministerial 
majority  was  dwindled  to  37.  The  directors  of 
the  secret  cabinet  were  frightened  into  the  necessity 
of  removing  Mr.  Addington,  and  found  it  more 
expedient  to  trust  the  continuance  of  the  system 
to  the  tried  exertions  of  its  author  and  manager, 
than  to  commit  it  to  those,  who  had  always  repro- 
bated  and  threatened  its  destruction.  Hence  arose 
an  extensive  system  of  private  negociation,  of 
which  even  a  faithful  narrative  would  be  disrelished 
by  iT^ost  of  the  negociating  parties,  and  be  boldly 
denied,  from   want  of  public  document  to  prove 
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or  (li^rove   assertion.      Mr.    Pitt    was    pubdy      **^ 
known  to  have  been  admitted  to  his  Majesty,  to 
have  had  frequent  conferences  with  the  Duke  rf 
York,*    and    to  have  been,  accompanied  to  the 
Queen's  House  by  the  Lord '  Chancellor.     On  the 

. ,  other  hand  it  was  equally  notorious,  that  Mr.  Fox 
and  several  of  his  political  friends  were  frequently  at 
Cariton-house  and  at  the  Marquis  of  Budringham's. 
Mr.  Fox,  who  knew  not  the  reserve  or  craft  of 
the  intriguing  statesman,   openly  and  loudly  en- 

-  treated  his  friends,  not  to  permit  his  exclusion  to 
become  an  obstacle  to  their  acceptance  of  place,  ft 
is  to  be  presumed,  that  the  protraction  of  the  defi- 
nitive formation  of  a  new  ministry  was  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  arranging  and  submitting  to  the  new 
tenures,  by  which  offices  were  in  future  to  be  hol- 
den.    Mr.  Pitt's  ambition  and  lust  for  rule  debased 


*  In  the  correspoadence  of  the  Prince  of  Wales^  which  hat 
^O' before  alluded  to,  about  his  Royal  Highnes  having  a 
military  command,  which  was  published  in  December,  180S» 
were  tome  letters  from  the  Duke  of  York,  which  neither  bespoke 
nor  promised  much  cordiality  between  the  two  elder  of  the 
Royal  brothers.  In  one  of  those  letters,  the  Duke  professed^ 
that  he  never  interfered  with  politics  j  by  which  it  must  be 
presumed,  that  he  meant  to  express  his  wish,  not  so  far  to 
interfere  with  political  parties,  as  to  render  bis  situation  of 
Conunander-in-chief  dependant  upon  any  party,  or  liable  to 
any  responsibility,  or  to  bring  his  influence  in  the  state  under 
any  poisiblc  reduction. 
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J®^ .  Irim  into  pledges,  which  innate  honor  and  consti- 
tutional principle  induced  Lord  Grenville,  Lord 
Spencer,  Mr.  Windham  and  some  others  to  reject 
with  indignation. 
Jfi^n!^n-     The  Imperial  Parliament  continued  their  proceed- 


«»^"«y  o'  ings,  particularly  with  reference  to  Irelfind,  as  if 
semce,  no  change  in  administration  were  in  contemplation* 
In  following  xb^  the  volunteering  of  the  Irish 
militia  to  serve  in  Great  Britain  a  very  serious  and 
important  question  arose,  which  shewed  the  in£i. 
tuated  obstinacy,  with  which  the  Government 
resisted  Catholic  concession  in  ever  form.  It  was 
urged  in  Parliament,  that  the  Irish  act  of  the  S3 
Geo.  in.  enabling  Catholics  to  serve  his  Afojesty  in 
the  army  without  liability  to  pain,  penalty  or  disa- 
bility, did  not  extend  its  beneficial  effects  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  late  Parliament  of  Ireland. 
If  therefore  they  permitted  the  Irish  militia  to 
extend  their  services  to  Great  Britain,  it  would 
become  necessary  to  enact  some  legal  provision,  by 
which  they  should  protect  the  Catholic  militia  men, 
as  well  as  all  other  Catholic  soldiers,  from  becoming 
liable  to  the  rigour  of  the  British  statutes,  which^ 
not  only  prohibit  the  Catholic  from  serving,  but 
disable  the  King  from  permittitig  or  employing  him 
in  the  service.  Such  however  was  the  ignorant  or 
wilful  misconstruction  of  the  law  by  the  law-ofEcers 
of  the  crown,  that  Ministers,  under  sanction  of 
their  formal  opinions^  asserted  in  the  open  senate, 
that  the  operative  power  of  the  Irish  legislature  for 
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this  political  expediency,  extended  itself  throughout    J^^- 
the  whole  range  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  *  British 


*  1%ete  pditkolegal  opinions  were  attributed  particularly  to- 
Loni  Cliief  Justice  Ellenborough  and  Mr.  Spencer  Perceval, 
the  ihtn  Attorney  General.  The  latter  had  lately  been  proved 
even  by  the  judicial  deciuon  of  the  former,  to  have  grossly 
misled  the  Government,  by  an  erroneous  opinion  (in  contradic* 
tkm  to'  that  of  Lord  Erskine's)  upon  the  operation  of  the 
Army  of  Reserve  act.  So  enthusiastically  adverse  is  that  gentle- 
man  to  Catholic  concession,  that  since  his  elevation  to  the 
place  of  firsts  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  he  has  triumphantly 
asked,  why  these  penal  la¥'s  should  be  repealed,  since  Govern- 
ment felt  no' practical  inconvenience  from  their  pressing  upon 
the  Roman  Catholics,  who  actually  serve.  In  spite  of  them, 
^Government  procured  as  many  recruits  as  they  wanted,  and 
those,  who  entered  did  their  duty  as  well,  as  if  they  were 
subject  to  no  ^penalty  or  disability.  As  the  law  now  stands, 
sdl  persons.  Peers  or  Commoners,  and  even  seamen  and  private 
soldiers,  neglecting  or  refusing  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance, 
supremacy f  (which  a  Catholic  cannot  take)  and  abjuration,  are 
disabled  from  suing  in  law  or  equity,  from  being  Guardiansr 
Escecutors  and  Administrators,  or  capable  of  any  legacy  op 
deed  of  gift,  or  from  bearing  any  ofiice  within  the  reahn  of 
England,  Dominion  of  Wales  or  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed 
and  are  subjected  to  a  forfeiture  of  500/.  to  him  or  them,  that 
shall  sue  for  the  same.  Fitting  it  is  to  be  known  to  aH,  who 
are  or  may  be  interested  in  the  History  of  Ireland,  that  when* 
the  act  passed  in  1793  enabling  Catholics  to  serve  in  the  arrny 
of  Ireland,  the  late  Lord  Clare,  ii\  the  House  of  Peers,-- and' 
the  present  Lord  Buckinghamshire  (then  Lord  Hobart)  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  seeing  the  monstrous  inconsistency  and 
injustice  of  enabling  his  Majesty's  subjects  to  serw  him  in  one. 
part  of  the  Empii^,  whilst  it  wis  illegal,  criminal  and  punish- 
able to  serve  him  in.  any  other,  pledged  themselves,  that  ?c 
corresponding  act  would  b^    pas9.ed  ii:\  l^sai    than  two  montht 
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1808.    Parliament.    The    Honorable  H*   Augustus  Dillon 


from  that  time,  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  extend 
the  freedom  of  service  throughout  every  part  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  which  would  give  full  effect  to  the  bill  then  before 
them.  A  pledge,  if  not  unheeded,  yet,  to  this  very  hour, 
unredeemed  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  (Vide  Hist.  Rev. 
3  vol.  page  420.) 

The  impartial  mind  is  pverwhelmed  in  astonit^ment,  whilst 
it  passes  in  review  the  nvmber  of  bis  Majesty's  Catholic  sub- 
jects supereminently  qualified  and  ardently  zealous  to  serve  their 
King,  in  deieqce  of  their  country,  the  present  imperious  call 
for  their  co-operation,  and  the  legal  constitutional  and  political 
difficulties  and  incoherences  raised  upon  the  import^t  subject 
by  his  Majesty's  Government.  The  test  a£ct  operates  at  thia 
moment  against  the  Kind's  granting  a  commission  in  the  army 
precisely  as  it  did,  ^i^hen  James  the  second  granted  a  comnussion 
in  the  Guards  to  Sir, Edward  Halcs^  who  was  a  Catholic. 
Upon  that  grant  in  violation  of  the  test  act,  with  a  nonobstantef 
the  legal  dispensing  power  of  the  crown  was  established 
(Godixfi/n  qui  iam  v»  Ifales  Bart,  Comb.)  by  a  solema  and 
righteous  judginent  of  the  Court  of  Common-  Fleas,  in  which 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Herbert  then  presided.  In  that  popular 
action  the  informer  failed  in  recovering  the  500/.  penalty 
upon  the  Defendants  pleading  the  clause  of  non  obstante ;  but 
in  as  much  as  the  dispensing  power  was  upon  the  revolution 
most  properly  and  irrevocably  abolished  by  ParUament  in  the 
first  year  of  William  and  Mary,  that  plea  could  not  now  cover 
a  Catholic  suing  under  such  a  commission.  Every  grant 
therefore  of  a  commission  by  the  crown>at  present,  is  a  stronger 
violation  of  the  test  act,  than  whilst  ihc  crowfi  was  legally 
in  possession  of  the  dispensing  power.  That  very  power  is 
now  renewed  in  substance  upon  a  much  broader  scale  by  his 
Majesty's  Government,  whichHrifles  with  the  law,  plays  with 
the  constitution  and  arbitrarily  treads  down  the  first  principles 
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gave  notice  to  the  House  of  Ck)mmons,  that  he  ,  ^^ 

of  state  policy.  It  sports  tyrannically  with  SyOOOyOOO  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects.  Some  it  insuslts  by  refusal  or  expulsion  ; 
others  it  seduces  by  insiduous  g^rantSy.  which  under  pretence  of 
fiivour  lead  to  punishment  and  civil  death.  The  mass  of  tht 
people  it  forces  into  the  service  under  the  scourge  of  the  lawy 
by  accumulating  distress,  poverty  and  proscription  upon  a 
vigorous,  high  spirited  and  martial  youth.  It  drives  on  a  base 
traffic  and  procuration  in  human  flesh,  heedles  whether  it  draw 
into  the  illicit  decoy,  by  passion,  innocence,  inexperience  or 
.distress.  It  wantons  in  the  extreme  insult  of  8edu<ftion,  refu* 
sing  honor  and  confidenee,  and  haughtily  dealing  out  the 
subaltern  perquisites  of  unlicensed  traffic.  In  illustration,  units 
stand  for  hundreds.  The  Author  refers  to  instances  within 
the  liAiitted  sphel^  of  his  own  knowledge* 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  most  respectable  Catholic  gentleman  of 
large  landed  property  in  the  County  of  Kilkenny,  had,  fo? 
some  years,  been  a  Lieutenant  in  the  1st  Regiment  of  foot 
guards,  which  gave  the  rank  of  Captain,  in  the  army.  When 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  present  war,  on  being  informed, 
that  his  friend.  General  Archer  had  been  appointed  to  a  command 
in  Ireland,  he  applied  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  his  Colonel, 
for  permission  to  accompany  him  as  his  Aid  de  camp.  His 
Royal  Highness  desired  General  Needham  to  inform  Mr, 
Bryan,  that  lie  coul'd  not  allow,  an  officer  to  go  from  his 
Regiment,  and  that  if  he  wished  to  be  j^td-de^camp  to  General 
Archer  he  must  retire  on  half  pay.  Knowing,  that  the  Duke 
had  recently  granted  such  permission  to  two  junior  officers 
without  similar  stipulation,  he  again  waited  on  General  Needham* 
and  begged  he  would  deliver  a  letter  on  the  subject  from  hin\ 
to  his  Royal  Highness.  General  Needham  then  told  Mr.  iiryaft 
explicitly,  that  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  understood  he  was  a 
Catholic,  that  it  had  been  mentioned  to  his  Royal  Kigbneasi 
by  liis  Majesty,  and  that  the  King  was  extremely  displeased, 
with  the  Duke,  for  having  allowed  a  person  of  that  pi*rsuasioi\ 
to  epter  the  ^uardi*     It  was  likewise  made  li^nQiica  ta  hin\  bf 
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2^^  should  at  a  short  day  move  for  a  repeal  of  all  the 

General  Needham,  that  he  was  never  to  expect ,  farther  promo- 
tion in  the  guards,  and  that  his  Royal  Highness  was  of  opinion^ 
that  he  could  never  have  ti  better  opportunity  of  g^ing  out  on 
half  pay,  as  the  circumstance  would  be  attributed  to  his  Royal 
Highnes's  refusal  to  allow  an  officer  to  be  sent  from  his  Regi- 
ment, and  to  his  wish  of  accompanying  General  Archer,  (but 
not  to  a  religious  motive)  and  his  Royal  Highness  would  permit 
and  strongly  pressed  him  to  take  the  difference,  which  was 
1000/.  Mr.  Bryan  being  desirous  to  be  employed,  particularly 
in  Ireland,  and  not  thinking  it  right  to  quit  the  service  in  time 
of  danger,  did  not  throw  up  his  commission  ;  but  refused  to 
take  the  difference  between  full  and  half  pay.  The  Duke 
said  he  had  brought  himself  into  a  scrape,  and  must  endeavour 
to  get  out  of  it.  Mr.  Sryan's  case  was  certainly  a  hard  onci 
but  he  could  not  help  it.  On  the  ensuing  Saturday  Mr, 
Bryan  read  in  the  Gazette,  (widiout  any  intermediate  communi- 
cation with  him  upon  the  subject)  that  another  gentleman  was 
appointed  to  his  commission  in  the  guards,  Fice  Captain 
Bryan  resigned, 

Mr.  Bulstrode,  a  young  Catholic  gentleman  in  England, 
to  whose  family,  the  Benticks,  by  fcnude  ancestry,  boast  of 
having  been  related,  applied  to  the  Puke  of  Portland  to  be 
appointed  to  the  office  of  Paymaster,  in  the  Nottinghamshire 
Militia,  His  Grace,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  no  popery  (jeslrunit 
most  sternly  refused  ;  because  Mr.  Bulstrode,  like  his  lineal 
ancestors,  professed  the  Catholic  faith.  What,  however,  his 
religion  prevented  him  from  obtaining  from  a  protestant  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  a  county  in  a  Militia  regiment,  that  he  soon 
after  obtained  from  a  protestant  King  in  a  marching  regiment, 
which  commission  he  still  holds  without  having  renounced  his 
religious  creed,  and  under  the/  lash  of  the  acts  of  Charles 
the  second  and  George  the  first. 

In  the  year  1809,  iyjrhilst  the  second,  or  Royal  North  British 
Dragoons,  (commonly  called  the  Scotch  Greys)  were  quartered 
in  j[reland}  the  officers  of  that  cprps  had  frequent  qccationt  of 
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penal  laws,*  as  far  as  they  aflfected  the  Roman    i^oa. 
Catholic    subjects  of  his    Majesty   entering   into 


enjoying  the  hospitable  and  friendly  attentions  of  Mr.  Taafife, 
of  Smarmor  castle,  in  the  County  of  Louth,  a  Catholic  Gentle* 
man  of  great  fortune  and  respectability.  His  eldest  son,  a 
youth  of  martial  spirit,  wished  to  make  arms  his  profession, 
and  was  encouraged  by  the  officers  of  that  corps,  who  well 
knew  his  amiable  and  valuable  qualities,  in  his  desire  to  enter 
amongst  them.  Every  thing  was  supposed  to  have  been  settled 
between  the  Commanding  officer  in  Ireland  tod  the  young  maii^s 
father.  The  money  for  the  purchase  of  the  commission  was 
logded  at  the  Banker's,  and  nothing  remained  but  his  Majesty's 
sign  manual  to  the  commission.  When  a  positive  inhibition 
arrived  from  Sir  David  Dundas,  who  was  not  only  the  head 
Colonel  of  the  regiment,  but  the  Commander-in-chief  of  his 
Majesty's  forces*  That  was  too  select  a  corps  to  admit  a 
Catholic  iotp,  whatever  his  merits  or  pretensions  might  be. 
Other  regiments  (perhaps  le^s  fastidious)  might  admit  him. 
Such,  however,  was  the  young  man's  passion  for  the  army,  that 
his  ^ther.  condescended  to  purphase  21  commission  for  him  in  a 
regiment  of  infantry* 

*  Mr,  DiUou;  who  possesses  a  brilliant  and  informed  mind 
98  well  a  warm  heart  for  the  welfare  of  his  country,  was  in  high 
personal  favour  with  Mr.  Pitt,  though  probably  pot  initiated 
into  the  the  full  mysterieji  either  of  his  secession  or  his  intended 
re8umptip0«  He  published  some  spirited  and  severe  exposures 
of  the  imbecility  of  the  Addington  administration,  which  highly 
gratifyed  the  private  feelings  and  answered  the  political  views  of 
tlhe  Ex-minister.  Within  three  weeks  before  the  extinptipn  of 
^e  Addingtoi^  administration,  the  Author  furnished  Mr.  Dillon 
feith  a  draft  of  such  a  bill,  as  he  conceived  would  answer  the 
purpose  of  his  intended  motion.  Mr,  DiUoi)  submitted  it  to 
Mf*  Pitt,  who  disapproved  of  it,  and  dissuaded  his  friend 
from  calling  upon  the  legislature  to  go  suph  lengths  in  favour 
g{  tbe  ^maft  Catholics*      Thif  Ijfaying  been  a  private  aD4 
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180S.    jjj^Q  ^^  army  and  navy.     Within  very  few  days^ 
.  the  retura  of  Mr,  Pitt  to  power  was'  considered 


friendly,  and  therefore  to  be  presumed  sincere  and  undisguised 
expression  of  Mr.  Pitt's  sentiments  upon  a  subject,  on  which 
he  has  been  so  variously  f^presented,  a  copy  of  that  tb^ft  is 
subjoined,  as  a  fair  criterion,  whereby  to  judge  the  more  fairly 
of  his  conduct  and  feeling  on  the  alledged  ground  of  hit 
secession. 

A  liU  for  enabling  his  Majesty's  subjects  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic  Religion  to  enter  into  the  naval  and  military  service  ^ 
his  Majesty^  throughout  every  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions. 

Whereas,  it  is  unreasonable  to  deprive  his  Majesty  of  the 
services  of  any  of  his  loyal  subjects,  and  it  is  therefore  found 
expedient  to  repeal  all  such  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  ParHament 
as  render  it  unlawful  and  punishable  for  any  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion,  to  enter 
into  his  Majesty's  service,  either  at  sea  or  on  land  ;  Therefore, 
be  it  enacted  by  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
and  Commons  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  that  henceforth  so  much  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  25th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty,  King 
Charles  II,  intituled,  an  act  for  preventing  dangers  xjohich  may 
happen  Jrom  popish  recusants^  as  requires,  that  every  person, 
who  shall  bear  any  military  office  cr  in  hiiT  Majesty's  navy  shall 
take  and  subscribe  certain  oaths  and  declarations,  by  the  said 
act  prescribed,  and  also  receive  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
supper  according  to  the  tisage  of  thl?  church  of  England,  at  or 
within  certain  times  therein  specified,  and  upon  refusal  or  neglect 
thereof,  ipso  JactOy  renders  every  such  person  incapable  and 
disabled  in  law  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatever,  to  havei 
occupy  or  enjoy  such  office  or  employment,  and  upon  being 
lawfully  convicted  in  any  of  the  courts  of  Westminister  or  at 
af sizes,  of  having  executed   snph  ofiBce   or  employment  after 
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certain,    acd  Mn    Dillon    abandoned    his  notice.  ^^^ 
He^  like  many  of  the  Catholics  and  some  of  their 


tucb  negleet  or  refusal,  disables  every  such  person  from  thence- 
forth to  sue  any  action,  bill,  plaint,  or  information  in  course  of 
law,  or  to  prosecute  any  suit  in  any  court  of  equity,  or  to  be  , 
guardiaif  of  any  child,  or  Executor  or  Administrator  of  any 
person,  or  capable  of  any  legacy  or  deed  of  gift,  or  to  bear 
aoy  office  within  the  realm  of  £nglaAd,*^ominion  of  Wales 
or  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and  subjects  him  to  the 
forfeitare  of  the  sum  of  500/.  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  them 
that  shall  sue  for  the  same  in  manner  therein  mentioned  %  and 
also  so  much  of  an  act  passed  in  the  lt>t  year  of  his  late  Majesty 
King  George  thft  first,  intituled,  an  ad  Jbr  the  Jurther  security 
€fhi$  Mojcsti^s  person  and  Govemmenif  and  the  succession  of  the 
Crmm,  in  the  heirs  of  the  late  Princess  Sophia  9  being  Protestants 
and  Jbr  extinguishing  the  hopes  of  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales 
und  his  open  and  secret  abettors^  as  enjoins  or  requires  all  and 
jBrrtfj  person  or  persons,  as  well  Peeh  as  Commoners,  that 
•ball  bear  any  office  or  offices  military,  or  shall  receive  any  pay, 
tailary,  fee  or  wages,  by  reason  of  any  patent  or  grant  front 
^  bit  Msyesty,  or  shall  have  command  or  place  of  trust  from  or 
under  his  Majesty's  predecessors,  or  by  his,  her  or  their  autho  • 
rity,  or  by  authority  derived  from  him,  her,  or  them  within 
Great  Britain,  or  in  his  Majesty's  navy,  or  in  the  several  Islands 
of  Jersey  or  Guernsey,  and  all  seamen  and  private  soldiers  to 
take  the  oa|;hs  of  allegiance,  supremacy  and  a][)juration„  at 
or  within  the  times  and  in^the  manner  thereby  prescribed  $  and 
upon  neglect  qr  refusid  thereof,  subjects  them  to  the  like  penaU 
ties,  incapacities  a;)d  disabilities,  as  the  before  mentioned  act  of 
the  25th  of  Charles  the  second,  and  also  one  other  act  passed 
in  the^  said  1st  yfltr  of  t)ie  reign  of  his  said  late  Majesty, 
King  G«orge  the  first,  intituled ;  (in  act  for  the  morf  effectual  and 
exemplary  punishment  of  such  persons,  as  shaU  seduce  soldiers  to 
desert f  or  vdho,  being  papists^  shall  enUst  themsdoes  in  his  Majesty's 
s^ervkf.  in  Great  Britain  or  /relan^^  ^  in  thf  islands  qf  Jersey 
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180S.    political  friends  anticipated  in  Mn  Ktt's  recall  to 
to  the  councils  of  his  Majesty,  the  certain  emanci<' 

and  Guernsey^  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein  contained  ; 
and  also  so  much  of  an  act  of  the  late   Parliament  of  Ireland, 
passed  in  the  33rd  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled,'  an  act 
Jorihe  relief  of  his   Majesty* s  popish  cr  Roman  Catholic  subjecti 
of  Ireland y  as  restruns  Or  prevents  any  Roman  Catholic  subject. 
'having  made  the  declaration  and  oath  required  by  that  act,  from 
holding,  exercising  and*enjoying  the  offices  of  Master  and  Lieu- 
tenant General  of  his   Majesty's  ordnance.  Commander  in-chief 
of  his  Majesty's  forces  or  Generals  on  the  stafT*  and  also  so  much 
of  every  other  act  of  Parlilament  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the 
late  Parliament  of  Ireland,  as  requires  a  dechrration  frona  every 
or  any  sea  and  land  officer  and   seaman   and  soldier,  that  he 
IS  a  protestaut,  and  as  confirms  and  sanctions  or  enjoins,  requires 
or  enacts  any  thing  to  be  done  in  consequence  of  or  with  refe« 
rence  to'  the  said  acts  hereby  repealed  either  in  part  or  in  the 
whole,    shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby   repealed,  annulled 
and  made  absolutely  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever 
as  fully  and  effectually,  as  if  each  such  act  and  parts  of  acts 
hereby  repealed  had  been    herein  fully  recited  and  expressly  . 
mentioned.      Provided  always   and  be  it  furtner  enacted,  by 
the  authority   aforesaid,    that  henceforth   every  sea  and  land 
officer,    seaman  and  soldier,    professing   the   Roman  Catholic 
religion  who   shall  have  taken,  made  or  subscribed,    or  who    - 
shall  hereafter,  take  make  or  subscribe   either  the  declaration 
and  oath   of  allegiance  and  abjuration  appointed  to  be  taken, 
made  and  subscribed  by  persons  pYofessing  the  Koman  Catholic 
religion,  by  the  British  statute,  pas^d  in  the  31st  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  present  Majesty  ;  intituled,  an  act  to  relieve,  vpon 
,  conditions  and  under  restrictions,  the  persons  therein  described 
Jtom   cetiain  penalties  and  disabififies,   io  xxihich  papists,  or  per* 
sons  professing  the  popish  religion,  are,  ly  laxv,  subject,  or  the 
declaration  and  oath  appointed  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  by 
the  persons  meaning  to  be  benefited  by  the  said  hereyibcfprc 
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pation  of  the  Irish  Catholics.  It  required  more  than,  ^®^^ 
Machiavelian  sagacity  to  fathom  the  abyss. of  Mr. 
Pitt's  deceit.  He  seldom  proposed  or  carried  a 
measure  upon  the  real  groimd,  or  in  the  genuine 
views,  from  which  the  design  had  originated  in  his 
own  ambitious  mind.  No  intimac)'-,  social  or 
official,  ever  extracted  from  him  the  depth  of  his 
speculations.  Although  no  man  possessed,  in  so  high 
a  degree,  as  Mr.  Pitt,  the  oratorical  powers  of 
blinding  his  followers  to  his  own  weakeness  and  the 


mentioned  Irish  statute,  of  the  SSd  year  of  his  present  Majesty^ 
whenever  the  same  shall  he  lawfully  tendered  to  any  such  sea 
or  land  officer,  seaman  or  soMier,  professing  .  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  shall  he,  and  is  and  are  herehy  declared  to 
be  as  free  t(»  serve  his  Majesty  in  any  situation  or  employment 
by  sea  or  on  land,  as  if  he  or  they  had  heretofore  conformed 
to  such  tests  and  requisitions  of  the  several  acts,  hereby  either 
wholly  or  in  part  repealed.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further 
endcted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  no  sea  or  land  officer, 
seaman  or  soldier,  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  aiid 
having  taken  and  subscribed  both  or  either  of  the  said  declara- 
tions and  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration,  appointed  to  be . 
taken  by  the  said  British  acts  of  the  Slst  year  of  his  present 
Majesty,  or  the  Irish  act  of  the  33d  year  of  his  prAent 
Majesty,  respectively  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  henceforth,  in  any 
situation  or  place  or  upon  any  exigency  pretext  or  motive 
whatsoever  be  compelled  or  compellable  to  attend  the  divine 
service  as  by  law  established,  any  thing  in  the  regulations  for 
the  navy,  the  articles  of  war,  any  British  qr  Irish  statute,  or 
any  law  custom  or  usage,  naval,  military,  civil  or  ecclesiastical 
of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  t©  the 
contrary  thereof  in  any  manner  notwithstanding. 
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i8<».  strength  of  his  enetay,  yet  Mr.  Foster  said  truly 
ei  him,  (in  the  gust  of  his  ephemeral  patriotism 
before  the  Union)  (hat  he  scmxebf  condescended  to 
disguise  his  tyrannical  ascendancy  under  the  forms 
of  debate. 
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MR.    ARTHUR'S    CASE. 

N 

Francis  Arthur  was  a  merchant  of  eminence  in  the  City 
of  Limericky  possessed  of  considerable  estates  in  land 
and  houses  built  by  himself^  daily  improving  bis  ns^tive  city 
and  adding  to  its  embelishments.  His  commercial  concerns^ 
employed  a  considerable  capital^  and  required  extensive 
credit  in  the  adjoining  .  Counties  of  Limerick,  Clare, 
Tipperary  and  Kerry,  by  which  he  was  making  a  rapid 
augmentation  to  his  fortune.  His  character  and  conduct 
bad  procured  him  a  high  degree  of  estimation  among  his 
neighbours.  He  was  ever  distinguished  by  his  attachment 
to  the  constitution.  In  the  year  1796,  when  the  French 
forces  were  in  the  Shannon,  he  displayed  the  utmost  activity 
in  the  service  of  Government,  and  among  other  exertions, 
raised,  under  the  direction  of  General  Smyth,  then  com- 
manding in  Limerick,  a  corps  of  yeomen  artillery,  of 
which,  the  General  obtained  for  him  the  command,  with 
the  rank  of  captain.  "^This  corps  was  trained  by  him  with 
great  assiduity,  and  at  a  considerable  expense,  till  the  15th 
of  May,  1798,  when  it  wa3  disbanded.  ITiere  were  never- 
theless points  in  Mr.  Arthurs  character,  which  rendered 
him  an  object  of  jealousy,  or  of  somethiug  stronger  to 
some  persons  of  authority  in  that  dhstrict.  Ue  had  been 
active  in  promoting  that  addreso  of  the  Roman  Catliolics 
to  the  Crown,  which  induced  his  Majesty  to  recommend 
their  case  with  siich  gracious  efBcacy  to  the  Parliament, 
which  granted  important  relief  to  that  body.  He  had  also 
the  hardiness  to  decline  entering  into  a  conspiracy,  as  i  it 
appeared  to  him,  for  reducing  his  native  city,  (Limerick)  to 
the  condition  of  a  dependant  borough «  The  ill  will  excited 
by  this  opposition  of  sentiment  to  the  views  of  ^en  i^ 
power,  and  their  retainers,  had  probably  been  long  acquiring 
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vitlilence  cluriiig  the  irksome  silence^  which  Mr.  Arthur'is 
private  life  and  public  behaviour  imposecl  on  his  enemieS| 
till  the  opportunity  occured  of  covering  their  animosity 
under  the  epidemic  Ary  of  th^  .times. 

On  Thursday,  ^4th  May,  17989  a  gentleman  observed  in 
Mr.  Arthur's  presence,  hoW  happy  it  was,  that  the  spirit  of 
dissaffection,  which  had  shown  itself  in  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  had  not  been  discoverable  in  any  instance  m  that 
neighbourhood.     Lieutenant   Colonel    Cockell     Assistant 
.  Adjutant  General  of  the  District,  immediately   answered, 
'^  that  is  not  the  case,  for  on  tuesday  next  some  persons  will 
'^  be  taken  up,  that  will  astonish  the  public.''    Vagoe  sur- 
mises of  plots  and  conspiracies  were  so  continually  iiisinu'* 
ated  at  that  unhappy  period,  as  to  have  lost  the  power  of 
exciting  the  curiosity  of  any  body,  and  as  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Cockell  did  not  seem  to  allude  to  any  individual,  for  whom 
Mr.  Arthur  could  feel  interested,  it  did  not  occur  to  him 
to  ask  any  question  on  the  subject.     On  Saturday  the  26  of 
May,   Captain  Lidwell,  who  was  superintending  the  flog- 
ging of  a  criminal  at  the  market-house  of  Limerick,  turned 
to  the  people,    that  was  collected  to  see  the  punishment 
and  proclaimed  a  reward  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred 
guiueas  for  any  person,   who  could   inform  i^ainst  anjr 
member  of  the  late  Artillery   corps.     He  then  desired  s 
Mr.  John  Connell  to  search  for  arms,  adding^  some  of  that 
corps  have  advised  the   Inhabitants  to  secret  them.     So 
direct  an  implication   of   the  Artillery  corps  most  have 
expounded   Lieutenant '  Colonel   Co^kelKs  meaning,    and 
have  operated  as  a  decisive  hint  for  Mr.  Arthur  to  flee  the 
country,  had  he  been  ^conscious  x>{  any  guilt.    As  it  was, 
he  deemed  it  a  shallow  artifice,  practiced  with  a  hope  of 
inducing  him   to  quit  the  town,  to  avoid  the  disgrace  of 
being  arrested,  when  his  retreat  would  have  been  called  an 
attempt  to  abscond,  and  would  have  furnished  a  pretence 
for  the  plunder  of  his  property.     Of  course  he  treated  it 
with  slight,  having  little  conception,  that  his  life  would 
have  been  thereby  brought  into  jeopardy.     On  the  next  day, 
Sunday,  the  27th  of  May,  Major  General  Sir  James  Duff 
marched  out  of   Limerick,   and  Major  General  Edward 
Morrison  remained  in  the  command. 

On  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  May,  whilst  Mr.  Arthmr  was 
sitting  with  his  family,  Mr.  George  Smith,  the  Recorder 
of  Limerick,  came  into  the  house  and  desired  to  apeak 
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Wtdi  Bir;  Arthur  ia  anotjbuer  ix>ovi.     Oa  their  withdra>yiofir  - 
together,  the.  Recorder  toUl  Mr.  Arthur,  that  he  arrested 
him  *  by  order  of  Major  General  Morriaon 

Mr.  Smith,  did  not  produce  any  warrant,  nor  does  it 
ippear  that  M^or  Gen^r^  I^So^ison  could  be  authorized 
to  give  any  such  order,  n^artial  law  not  having,  at  that  time 
been  proclaimed,  no  iiiformation  having  been  laid  and  no 
exammation  taken.  The  Recorder  demanded  Mr.  Arthur's 
keya ;  they  were  delivered :  he  then  called  Mrs.  Arthur 
into  the  room,  and  compelled  her  also  to  c^ver  up  her 
keys ;  after  whic^  be  directed  her  to  quit  the  house,  saying 
it  would  be  immediately  tilled  with  soldiers.  At  this  she 
earnestly  remonstrated,  but  in  vain,  and  was  obliged  tp 
letire  w^^  ber  children  to  the  house  of  her  father.  Mr. 
9iDi^  then  sent  for  Mr.  Francis  Lloyd,  one  of  the. 
Sfaerifif  of  Limerick,  into  whose  custody  he  deUvered  Mr. 
Arthur  without  having  produced  any  warrant  of  commitr 
meat;  but  in  a  short  time  Brevet  laeutenant  Cplonel 
GArden,  of  the  54th  Regiment,  accompanied  by  other 
pfficers,  cmie  with  a  guard,  and  told  Mr.  Arthur  he  was; 
'hi#  pfMiQuer  by  order  of  Major  General  Morrison ;  thus 
changing  the  committment  into  a  military  imprisonment^ 

a  eh  of-thenx,  it  is  conceived,  equally  illegal.  Soon  after^ 
ttjoF  General  Morrison  himself  arrived,  when  Mr.  Arthur 
apprized  him,  that  there  were  in  the  house,  one  thousand 
gttineas  in  specie  besides  much  paper,  and  other  valuables^ 
for  which  he.  Major  General  Morrison,  must  be  responsible. 
On  tliis  intimation  the  General  permitted,  that  Mrs.  Arthur 
should  return  to  the  house,  on  the  express  condition  how« 
ever,  that  the  seals,  which  he  then  put  on  the  counting 
house  and  private  drawers  (of  which  the  General  at  the 
same  time  kept  the  keys)  should  not  be  removed.  The 
House,  Cellars,  Sec.  then  underwent  the  minutest  search, 
and  the  very  vault,  where  the  fuel  was  kept,  was  emptied  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  SheriiF  Lloyd.  No  discovery  having 
been  made,   the  keys   of  Mr.  Arthur's  Ware-house^  with 

*  If  the  coincidence  of  the  date  of  this  arrest,  with  the  declaration 
made  by  Lieatenant  Colonel  Cockell  be  not  «uppobed  to  have  been 
accidental,  it  most  appear  mysterioas,  that  the  determination  shoald 
have  t>een  made  so  lon^  before,  without  having  been  acted  upon  :  and  it 
may  doenr,  that  a  plan  for  getting  rid  of  an  obnoxious  man  could  bear 
fdL  be  soipfnided,  and  postjponed  to  other  conveniences,  whilst  the 
t?ifeprcisioii  df  a  treasonabhi  corretpondence  wookl  have  required  iot^t 
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with  those  of  his  wine  vaults  ieind  others^  were  delivered 
up  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Darby  of  the  54th  Regiment, 
then  quartered  at  Limerick.  The  detention  of  those  key» 
stopped  not  only  the  extensive  business,  which  was  particu- 
larly Mr.  Arthur's,  but  that  branch  also,  in  which  b]» 
Father,  Mr.  Patrick  Arthur,  was  a  partner.  In  the  mean 
time  Major  General  Morrison,  at  the  head  of  a  considerable 
body  of  horse  and  foot,  followed  by  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs 
and  peace  officers,  conveyed  Mr.  Arthur  to  the  city  marshal*- 
sea  prison,  where  he  was  confined  without  commitmetit 
or  warrant  of  any  sort  being  produced,  to  justify  thi» 
medly  of  assumed  civil  and  military  authority,  for  delivering 
him  to  the  marshal,  or  the  latter  for  receiving  him.* 

At  the  marshalsea  prison,  Mr.  Arthur  was  confined  in  a 
narrow  room  on  the' third  floor,  and  denied  the  use  of  pen, 
ink'  and  paper,  as  well  as  the  sight  of  any  human  being  but 
the  turnkey';  and  for  farther  security  against  his  escape,  a 
sentinel  was  placed  in  the  street  opposite  his  window,  with 
positive  orders  to  fire  upon  him,  if  he  approached  it.~  No 
intimation  of  such  order  was  given  to  him.  Mr.  Arthur, 
whd'  on  his  approach  to  the  window,  luckily  observiag  the 
sentinel  cock  his  piece  and  level  it  at  him,  retired  m 
time  to  escape  the  peril .  It  would  be  a  natural  supposition^ 
diat  the  sentinel  was  posted  merely  to  intimidate  Mr. 
Arthur^  and  prevent  his  planing  any  mode  of  escfape ;  but 
this,  was  done  away  by  the  circumstance  of  the  sentinel^ 
on  seeing  a  person  come  to  the  next  windorw',  (which  was  in 
another  house,  ihouoh  the  uniformity  of  the  building  made 
it  appear  the  s'ame)  deliberately-  firing  at  him  : 'the  ballet 
grazed  his  sLul!.  After  this  the  front  Of  Mr.  Artliur's 
room  was  white-washed  to  prevent  siich  a  mistake  in  future, 
without  however  giving  Mr.  Arthur  ihe^iiiost  trifling  pre- 
caution or  the  reason  of  it. 

The  wealhtr  was  intcnselv  hot,  and  the  room  so  close, 
as  to  be  heavily  oppressive  to  Mr.  Arlhnr.  So  sensible 
was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cockell  of  this,  as  fiir  as  it  affected 

» 

*  To  tliose,  who  bad  not  the  calamity  of  \»itntis»ing  the  state  of 
frdand  at  that  juncture,  it  may  occur,  thbt  Mr.  Artbufi  or  some  of  hu 
fiier.ds  might  have  applied  for  the  Habeas  Corpm..  But  s||cb  >iras  tlie 
condition  of  individuals  in  those  wretched  days^  when  .all.  lavr  ^as 
diiisolved  by  the  governing  powers,  that  sucJi  ail  application  woQid  h'avf 
breti  fruitier  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Arthur,  whil^  it  waii)^  ^^^  k^^'^  niif 
to  the  friend  employed. 
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himself,  that  one  day,  'vvhen  he  brought  a  letter,  that 
reqture^  some  instruction  or  direction  froui  Mr.  Arthur, 
relative  to  a,  point  of  business,  he  could  not  bear  the  hes^t 
of  the  room  long  enough  to  take  down  Mr.  Arthur's  expla- 
nation, but  left  the  letter,  as  he  was  overcome  with  the 
heat.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  mode  of  confineme iit 
Ulras  not  altered,  nor  was  any  relief  given,  save  that  on  the 
Wp'ireseutation  of  Mr.  Patrick  Arthur,  that  the  prisoner  ciould 
not  live  much  longer  in  such  an  aCmosphere,  Lieut^uaAt 
Colotiel  Cocke]  1  ordered  one  pain  of  glass  to  be  broken  in 
-ihe  window,  and  subsequently  permitted  a  second  also  to 
be  broken,  on  the  earnest  petition  of  Mr.  Arthur. 

It  was  on  the  second  visit  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cockell 

to  the   prison,  fourteen  days   after  Mr.    Arthur's    arrest, 

thfit  Mr.  Arthur  took  the  liberty  of  complaining  in  presence 

of  his  father,  (who,  to  obtain  some  explanations  on  points 

of*  biisiness,  was  permitted  by  the  General   to  accompany 

]Lieutenant  Colonel  Cockell  to  die  prison)  of  the  hardships 

of  being  confined  in  a  manner  so  dangerous  to  his  health, 

:  without   knoW'ing    upon   what    charge  or   through  whose 

, ^accusation.     The  answer  was,  you  have  been  arrested,  and 

■confined  by  order  of  Government.     Whether  you  will  be 

tried  here,  or  in  Dublin,  I  know  not.     The  only  charge 

"ffe  have^e^  against  you,  comes  from  a  man,  who  has  never 

seen  you,  and  does  not  know  you.     If  you  are  tried  here, 

you  may  depend  on  the  honor  of  the  present  court  martial. 

Mr.   Patrick    Arthur  asked,    whether  the    assistance    of 

council  would  be  allowed,  if  his  son  were  tried  in  Limerick. 

NO|    amswered  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cockell,    that  is  not 

cu^tomarv.     Yet  it  is  w^ell  known  to  be  the  constant  usac:c 

in   England  for    Barristers  to  be  permitted  to    attend  at 

.  courts  martial,  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  their  advice 

though  not  suffered  to  plead. 

On  Sunday,  the  17th  of  June,  nineteen  days  after  the 
seizure  of  his  effects,  the  pressing  solicitations  of  Mr. 
Patrick  Arthur,  (as  partner  with  his  son  in  trade)  prevailed 
on  Colonels.  Darby  and  Cockell,  so  far,  as  that  they  deli- 
vered out  some  few  bills,  that  were  becoming  due,  Uut 
they  absolutely  refused  to  deliver  up  the  thousand  guineas, 
though  the  want  of  them  to  pay  the  duties  and  freights  of 
certain  cargoes  was  strenuously  urged.  Mr.  Patrick  Arthur 
represented  all  this  by  letter  to  General  Morrison  and  had 
earnestly  petitioned,  that  his  Ware-house  might  be  se'ai^hed 
and  afterwards  laid  open  to  him,  as  the  injury  to  his  trade 

U  2 
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was  very  grievous,  from  hb  being  reAised  access  to  his 
stores.  The  supplication  was  for  a  long  time  fruitless^ 
he  however  persevered  in  bis  remonstrances,  and  at  last 
<m  or  about  the  21st  of  June,  Colonels  Darby  and  Cockell, 
after  having  made  a  most  minute  search  in  it,  delivered  the 
keys  of  the  Ware-house  to  Mr.  Patrick  Arthur ;  but  Colonel 
Darby  retained  those  of  the  Counting-house,  Wine  Vaults, 
Bureaus,  Drawers,  &c. 

On  Wednesday,  the  20th  of  June,  Mrs.  Arthur  applied 
to  General  Morrison  for  Mr.  Thwaytes,  a  Surgeon  on  his 
medical  staiF,  to  attend  her  husband,  whose  health  had 
become  much  affected  by  his  confinement.  The  answer 
was,  that  the  General  had  hot  heard  Mr.  Arthur  was  ill,  but 
that  he  would  enauire  about  it.  The  first  part  of  the 
answer  was  probably  accurate,  as  there  Mras  no.  reason  to 
Relieve,  that  General  Morrison  had  ever  asked  what  Mras 
Mr.  Arthur's  condition  in  so  close  an  imprisonment :  the 
second  part  was  not  so  correct,  for  the  General  never  Ad 
[  cause  any  enquiry  to  be  made,  nor  was  any  medical  man 
suffered  to  approach  Mr.  Arthur.  Mr.  Sh^riJBf  Lloyd 
seeing  Mrs.  Ardiur's  servant  bring  to  the  door  of  the  prison 
some  whey,  which  she  hoped  might  have  been  received, 
and  passed  to  her  husband,  to  alleviate  his  suffering  from 
the  excessive  heat,  called  a  sergeant  to  hold  the  servant, 
'  while  he  (a  peace  officer)  beat  the  unoffending  man  so 
unmercifully,  that  he  returned  home  covered  with  wounds 
and  blood. 

At  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  22d  of  June,  Mr. 
Arthur  being  then  in  bed  through  indisposition,  received  a 
notice,  **  that  he  was  to  be  tried  the  next  monqng.**  There 
was  no  intimation  of  the  nature  of  the  charge,  of  the 
accuser,  or  of  any  circumstance,  that  might  enable  him  to 
make  preparation. 

On  the  trial  before  the  Court  martial  the  23d  of  June, 
1798,  Mr.  Arthur  was  brought  up  to  the  Council  Chamber 
over  the  Exchange,  where  the  court  martial  was  then 
sitting.  It  was  composed  as  follows* 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Darby  of  the  54th  Regiment,  President. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Garden  of  the  54th  Regiment. "^i 
Captain  Spence  of  the  54lh  Regiment.  f  ^^     , 

Major  Cariisle  of  the  Kildare  Militia.  }  Members. 

Captain  Manuel  of  the  Perthshire  Fencibles.     3 
Lieut.'  Donald  Maclean  of  the  54th  Regiment,  Assisting 

Judge   Advocate. 
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»    ■  • 

The  Members  of  this  Court  Martial  were  not  sworn  at 
the  opening  of  the  Court  in  the  presence  of  the  prisoner. 
The  Judge  Advocate  preferred  his  charge  in  the  following 
terms.  *^  Francis  Arthur  you  stand  charged  with  having 
aided  and  assisted  in  the  present  rebdlion.  ^    / 

The  proof  of  this  was  to  be  made  out  on  three  counfts. 

First,  offering  although  not  advancing  money  for  tHe 
use  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  after  notice  of  nis  rebel- 
iious  purposes.  Second,  employing  one  Higgins  to 
receive  men  in  the  West.  Third,  having,  fire  arms  apd 
pikes  concealed  in  Hogsheads.  In  support  of  the  first 
count,  the  only  witness  produced  was  William  Maum,  a 
man,  whose  character  was  so  avowedly  infamous,  that  two 
members  of  the  court,  who  sat  next  the  prisoner,  Major 
Carlisle  and  Captain  Manuel,  desired  Mf.  Arthur  not  to 
take  the  unnecessary  trouble  of  substantiating  by  evidence 
tl|e  known  profligacy  of  the  witness.  Maum  had  long  been 
a  notorious  vagabond,  had  been  convicted  of  treasonable 

{Sr&ctices,  and  was  then  under  sentence  of  transportation 
or  lifef.  He  was  on  his  w^y  to  Waterford  to  be  shipped 
off  with  other  convicts  for  Botftny  Bay,  when  he  was 
stopped  by  order  of  Government  at  Clonmell.  In  what 
particular  manner  he  vvas  there  tampered  with,  cannot  be 
traced  farther,  than  that  the  name^s  of  Hargrove  and  Arthur 
Wfsre^there  suggested  to  him,  either  of  whom  it  appears  he 
had  not  the  least  knowledge  of.  It  appears  also,  that 
3ome  assurance  was  given  to  him  by  the  High  Sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Tipperary,  (Thomas  Judkin  Fitzgerald)  as  he 
told  Hare,  which  made  him  perceive  an  interest  in  convict- 
ing some  persons,  under  the  description  of  accomplices 
with  him.  With  a  character  s^o  blasted  and  under  legal 
incapacity  of  giving  testimony  in  a  court  of.  Justice  (being 
aconvicted and  unpardoned  felon)  was  this  man  called  up  to 
;^ccuse  of  high  treason,  a  respectable  gentleman,  who  had 
given  proofs  of  active  loyalty,  and  hud  ever  enjoyed  an 
linimpeached  reputation,  and  the  accusation  carrying  obvi* 
ously  upon  the  face  of  it  so  wild  and  absurd  a  fabrication. 
Maum  deposed,  that  on  the  day  Peter  Fiimertv  was  set 
in  the  pillory  in  Dublin,  he  met  Lord  Edward  Titzgerald 
and  Counsellor  Sampson  in  Dame-street,  and  walked  with  ' 
them  to  the  Printing  Oftice'of  a  Newspaper  called  The 
Press,  where  Lord  Edward  gave  him  two  letters  directed 
tpj^ra^pis  Arthur  at  Limerick;  one  u  circular  letter,  pi  **i4 
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and  opcD^  merel.Y  notifying,  that  there  would  be  au  insurrec*- 
tipn  in  Mfirch,  to  hupersede  the  present  Government,  and 
^il^ct  another inore  on  the  piinciples  of  liberty.:  the  Qther 
sealed  and  in  manuscript,  which  treated  of  monevy  or 
con-ttacts  for  money,  for  ijie  use  pf  the  Rebels  or  Lnited 
iri&h  men.  He  left  Dublin  sh(?rt|y  aft^r  ip  Uie  two  day 
i^oach  to  Liiherick,  where  he  put  up  at  onp  Andersons,  and 
from  thence  went  to  Ward's  ^  Silvefsjnith  on  BallVbridge^ 
to  purchase  some  articles.  In  tlie  course  of  conversation, 
jVIaum  enquired  of  him,  where  Mr.  Arthur  livc^d,  and 
Anderson  shewed  hjm  the  house.  H^  then  parted  from 
Anderson  to  fetch  a  bundle  he  had  l^ft  at  the  n>ail  coacU 
oiKce^  and  on  his  return  knocked  at  Mr,  Arthi^r'^  (loor, 
which  was  opened  by.  a  man  sepan^,  who  tpid  hjna  his 
master  was  at  liome  and  wpnt  in  immediately.  A  per'soQ 
frame  to  the   door,    received  the  letters,  read   them,  and 

'  upon  Mauin's  spying  he  Knew  the  contents,  promised  to 
pouipiy  with  them,  and  desired  him  tq  call  in  the  ^lorniiig. 
Accordingly  Maum  went  to  the  same  bous^  the  next;  morn- 
ing, and  enquiring  for  Mr.  Arthur,  heard,  that  he  was  at  the 
review  with  his  corps.  .  Maum,  together  with  Ward,  fol- 
lowed hini  to  the  review,  and  upon  his  ret^urn  tbeuce  to 
Limerick,  immediately  set  out.  for  the  county  of  Cork, 
without  calling  on  Mr.  Arthur.  Sometime  after,  however, 
he  received  a  letter  by  tjic  post  at  Charleville,  signed, 
Francis  Arthur,  wherein  he  offered  him  any  sum  of  money 

,  he  might  want  on  account  of  JLord  Edward  Fitzgeral4.* 

•*  Maum  had  been  in  the  custody  of  the  persons,  \i')io  upon  the  abovf 
information  brouc^lit  Mr.  Arthur  to  trial,  for  more  than  a  nionth  after 
Ihey  liad  taken  the  deteiminaticn,  as  is  clear  from  the  pregnant  expres- 
sions of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cockell,  on  Thursday  the  S4th  A|?Ly«  They 
must  have  weighed  the  testimony  offered  by  Maum:  tliey  most  have 
perceived,  that  it  would  require  collateral  support.  It  seem*  wonderfnl, 
therefore,  that  they  should  ha^e  ma'Ie  no  enquiries  about  Maum  in 
Charleville,  (a  place  only  twenty  miles  from  Limerick)  after  his  having 
told  them,  that  he  had  remained  there  subsequent  to  his  visit  to  Mr. 
Arthur.  Had  they  investii^ated  the  subjrct,  tlvey  might  have  found,  that 
Maum  was  not  in  Dublin  on  the  30th  of  December,  1797,  v»heu  Finuerty 
was  pillored.  They  would  have  tracwl  him  passing  part  of  the  winter  at 
Charleville,  pro ceedinjr  from  thence  to  Churchtown,  a  village  six  miles 
from  Charleville,  M'here  he  ^^pent  the  Christmas  holydays,  that  is  to  say, 
from  the 'J3d  December,  1797,  to  the  3d  day  of  January,  1798,  from 
thence  to  Charleville  for  three  days  more ;  from  thence  to  Rathiieal,  a 
place  about  6  miles  trom  Charleville,  where  he  arrived  on  the  6tli 
January,  1798,  and  froni  thence  to  Limerick,  where  he  certainly  was  on 
the  8th  of  Januarj'. 
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Maum  being  called  upon  to  specify  with  more  precision 
the  time  of  his  leaving  Dublin,  he  tixed  upon  the  miudie 
of  February :  an  explanation,  which  extended  the  phrase 
of  Portly  after  Finnerty's  being  pillored,  into  a  term  of 
seven  weeks  after  that  event.  Being  asked'  whether  Mr. 
Arthur's  were  a  corner'  or  a  middle  house,  or  one  that  he 
could  find  again  ;  he  answered,  that  he  could  not  tell,  nor 
could  he  find  the  house  again,  for  it  was  dark  when  he 
called  there,  'and  he  had  never  been  in  Limerick  before  6t 
'  since  till  he  was  brought  there  to  prosecute.  Being  asked, 
whether  he  called  at  Mr.  Arthur's  house  more  than  once, 
he  distinctly  said,  that  he  had  not."*^ 

Maum  being  asked  by  the  Court,  is   the  prisoner  the 

person,  to    whom  you    delivered  the  letter  ?  he  answered 

without  hesitation,  yes,  that  is  he ;  but  being  again  point- 

.  cdly  asked,  ''are  you  sure  ?*'  he  reduced  his  positive  answer 

to  die  more  cautious  reply  of,  ''  why  it  was  dark,  I  cannot 

be  sure."      Maum    having  sworn,    that  Mr.  Arthur  had 

promised  to  comply  with  the  request   contained  in  Lord 

^Sdward  Fitzgerald's  letter,  if  Maum  would  call  upon  him 

the  next  morning,  it  was  natural  to  suppose,  that  some 

important  reason  could  be  given  by  Maum  for  omitting, 

when  he  came  back  from  the   review,  to  call  upon   Mr. 

•  Arthur,  and  proceeding  without  the  money  to  the  County 

of  Cork ;  the  Court  therefore  desired  Maum  to  explain  this 

cpnduct.     His  answer  was,  I  was  in  a  hurry  to  get  to  the 

county  of  Cork,  where  1  expected  larger  sums,  than  from 

Mr.  Arthur ;  being  asked  what  it  was  he  expected  from 

.Mr.  Arthur,  he  replied  twenty  guineas.     Twenty  guineas, 

.  ejaculated  the   President  in  u  tone  of  surprise  and  dissatis** 

.faction.     From    twenty  to  one  hundred  guineas  rejoiiied 


.'*  The  situation  of  Mr,  ArtlHir*s  housf  tiiiintig  UieKngle  of  a  pilQ  of 
.  buildiog,  and  frouting  tbree  streets,  was  such  that,  obviously  no  man, 
\Wi6  had  once  seen  it,  even  after  night  fall,  roiild  be  at  a  loss  to  describe 
It,  and  this  must  have  tieen  clear  to  the  meT.fvrs  of  tiie  court,  uiioniust 
io'lividually  have  known  Mr,  Arthur's  house  the  most  conspicuous  in 
Liimerick  and  in  front  of  wUich  the  militaiy  paraded  every  morninj^. 
The  court  could  not  but  observe  tlie  incongruity  of  this  declaration  tf 
Maum  with  the  <;vidcnce,  which  he  bad  bcfoie  j;ivon,  namely,  "  tliat, 
having  had  the  house  previously  |>oiiUed  out  to  him  by  Anderson,  and 
the  road,  to  it  shewn  to  him  by  Ward,  he  found  his  way  to  it  himself,  and 
without  a  guide^  in  the  dark,  from  the  Mail  Coacli- Other,  certainly  (foi: 
the  proof  will  occur  hereafter;  Mr.  Arthur's  (|iresti(>D,  wlictlier  he  had 
called  more  li;a;i  once,  aud   theuur^wer  to  it,  did  not  esca!)e  iioljc^i 


Maum.  Hie  improbfaibiUt^,  IhsLt  he  should  tiot  liaVe  wstitcd 
for  either  sum,  did  not  strike  the  Cofurt,  as  it  appears, 
though  Maum  were  to  be  considered  as  so  especially  com- 
missioned, that  Lord  Edward  had  imipartefl  to  hiifi  the 
contents  of  the  manuscript  letter,  (which  manuscript  letter, 
by  a  very  curious  distinction,  was  sealed,  though  it  was 
said  to  contain  a  request  for  money),  at^  worst  slitlbiguotis, 
while  the  notiticationof  an  intended  act  of  high  treason, 
being  no  less  unequivocal  than  a  general  insurrection  against 
ijrovemment,  wais  transmitted  in  a  paper  printed  and  open. 
The'  improbability  struck  Maum  hirhself;  so  that  lest  fl/h 
inference  .Jiould  be  drawn  from  it.  that  it  "ivas  requisite  for 
Mr.  Arthur  to-  be  implicated  by  some  subsequent  procedure, 
lie^  declared,  that  some  time  after,  he  received  a  letter  lly 
the  Post,  directed  to  him  at  Cbarleville,  from  Mr.  Arthor, 
ofFerihjr  him  any  sum  of  money  he  might  want,  l^is  bungl- 
.  ing  attempt  to  patch  up  the  former  testimony  was  entertain- 
ed as  evidence  by  the  Court.  Maum  did  not  pretend^  that 
Mr.  Arthur  had  the  least  previous  knowledge  of  him, '  Or 
was  at  the  supposed  interview  put  into  possession  of  either 
Maum's  name  or  address ;  indeed  any  cl>tnmnnicatioti  bf 
this  sort  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  the  former  part 
of  this  deposition,  in  which  he  had  said,  thdt  Mr.  ArdiUr 
referred  him  to  the  morrow  for  all  business.  Matiln  Ivas 
thrown  into  the  utmost  confusic^n  by  Mr.  Artibur's  desirng 
him  to  produce  that  letter ;  after  shuffling  some  time,  bi 
replied,  why,  I  found  a  search  making  through  the  icoiintiy 
for  arms,  and  I  burned  that  letter,  and  all  other  papers, 
except  the  commission  given  me  by  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald. 
The  existence  of  the  last  document  be  could  not  suppress, 
because  it  is  supposed,  it  had  been  the  ground  of  his  ovm 
conviction.  Apparently  it  then  struck  him,  that  it  would 
not  appear  credible,  he  shoul^d  through  precaution  have 
burned  Mr.  Arthur's  letter,  while  he  kept  a  commission, 
which  would  furnish  against  himself  full  and  decisive  proof 
of  treason.  Apprehensive,  that  the  Court  could  not  over- 
look this  point,  he  began  a  hurrying  inapplicable  address, 
such  as,  Gentlemeriy  did  you  hear  oj  the  btisinesSf  vrhich 
happened  at  Kildare  ?  wo,  you  did  not — /  did ;  evidently  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  notice  of  the  Court  from 
resting  on  the  glaring  absurdity  of  his  deposition.  Whether 
any  rejection  on  this  singular  proceeding,  did  arise  in  the 
minds  of  the  members  could  not  be  known,  for  no  rcmarl^ 
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to  be  closedy  and  wittnesses  were  to  be  called  to  corrobo- 
rate his  testimony. 

William  Ward,  Silversmith,  deposed,  that  he  had  nev^r 
beard  Maum's  name,  till  he  saw  him  produced  in  Court : 
that  on 'seeing  him.he  immediately  recognized  him  as  a  man, 
i^ho  bad'  bought  goods  at  his  shop,  breakfasted  with. him, 
and  then  accompanied  him  to  the  review.  He  was  positive, 
diatno  conversation  had  ever  passed  relative  to  the  prisoner, 
Mr.  Arthur.  He  could  not  recollect  all  the  articles  pui^ 
chased  by  Maum,  but  the  remembered  diere  were,  among 
others,  a  snuflP-box,  a  pair  of.  gold  ear  rings,  two  tooth-pick 
caiies  and  a  watch  chain.  The  ^President  desired  to  know 
ivfaodier  he  kept  a  Shop-book,  in  which  he  made  au  entry 
of  the  sale  of  his  goods,  specifying  when  sold.  On  his  an- 
swering in  the  affirmative.  Colonel  Cockell  was  dispatched 
for  the  book,  which  he  brought  from  Ward's  shop  mto  the 
Court.  In  the  mean  time  the  witness  was  questioned  as 
to  the  date  of  the  transaction,  particularly  whether  it  were 
before  or  after  the  trial  of  Finnerty.  The  witness  said  he 
could  not  spealT  with  precision,  all  he  could  recollect  as  to 
time  was,  that  it  must  have  been  after  Christmas,  because  it 
Was  When  the  troops  were  revic\ved  at  Newcastle.  The 
Court  in  possessing  the  book,  had  the  means  of  ascertaining, 
whether  the  goods  had  been  purchased  about  the  iniddle  of 
February,  as  Maum  had  sworn ;  and  'it  might  have  had 
'  considerable  weidit  in  substantiating  die  accuracy,  or  proving 
ikp  laxitjy  of  Maum's  evidence;  but  from  some  motive, 
which  did  not  at  that  moment  appear,  the  book,  though 
delivered  to  the  Court,  and  examined  by  the  President,  was 
not  produced  in  evidence  to  ascertain  the  fact. 

Joseph  Anderson  was  next  called ;  he  deposed,  diat 
.  Maum  dined  in  company  with  him  sometime  m  January, 
1708.  That  after  dinner  they  walked  out  together  towards 
Newtownperry  :  that  upon  coming  to  Mr.  Arthur's  build- 
ing, Maum  admired  them  and  asked  whose  they  were,  to 
which  he  (Anderson)  replied  Mr.  Arthur's.  On  being 
asked  by  the  Court,  whether  he  had  shewn  Maum  Mr^  • 
Arthur's  house,  he  answered  he  did  not,  nor  was  it  likely 
he  should,  unless  Maum  had  asked  for  it  particularly. 

The  Court  on  this  called  witnesses  to  prove,  that  Anderson 
did  point  out  Mr.  Arthur*s  house  in  particular  to  Maum, 
according   to  his   own    declaration    the  evening    before* 
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Colonel  Cockell  and  Captain  Brand,  Aid-de-camp  to  Gen^ 
rai  Morrison,  swore,  that  the  evening  before  Anderson  tdd 
them,  ho  had  pointed  out  Mr.  Arthur's  house  to  Maum.*, 
'*^-  Here  the  first  charge  closed.  In  support  of  the  two 
i%maining  charges,  viz.  raising  men  and  concealing  arni^, 
llie  only  witness  produced  was  Edward  Shechy,  who  had 
been  msf!>ter  of  a  country  school,  and  was  then  a  prisoner  in 
custody  to  be  tried  by  the  Court  martial  for  treasonable 
practices.  Sheehy  deposed,  '^  that  he  heard  from  oqe 
Uogan,  that  a  man  of  the  name  of  Higgins  had  bcea 
employed  by  a  Mr.  Arthur  to  raise  men  in  the  West. 
Fariher,  that  one  Carsidy  of  the  Longford  militia,  also 
told  him,  that  one  Macmahon  of  the  Artillery  had  informed 
Carsidy  that  a  Mr.  Arthur  had  guns  and  pikes  concealed  in 
hogsheads.     Question  by  the  Court.f 

Is  the  pri:ioncr  the  person  meant  by  the  description  of  a 


*  This  mode  of  correcting  evidence  was  cnrioas,  but  fumislied  nuttier 
iff  hcriuus  consideration  to  Mr.  Arthnr,  when  lie  recoUccted,  that  Coloiiel 
lockeH  was  tlie  Gentleman,  who  bad  said,  the  only  evidenoe  loc  have 
ly^i  obtained  against  you  comes  from  a  man,  who  does  not  know  yea 
-  and  ha&  never  been  you.    It  is  not  however  meant  to  impeach  the  testi- 
mony of  Colonel  Cockell  and  Captain  Brand,  blinded  as  they  seem  to  hare 
been  by  party  rage  \  they  no  doubt  did  not  reflect  upon  the  diffeiwtce 
between  the  iaxit}',  with  which  a  man  expresses  himself  when  he  treats  a 
subject  in  ordinary  conversation,  and  the  caution  with  whiph  be  ueigiu 
bis  words,  when  he  is  giving  a  statement  upon  oath.    To  an  nnpr^adiccd 
person,   no  variation  in  Auderi>on  s    te^tiineny  .  would    have  appeared. 
M;mm  had  asked  him,  in  sight  of  the  bnildings,  whose  they  were  ?  AodrrsoD 
( as  he  stated  himself)  fold  him  Mr.  Arthur's.    Maum's  was  seemingly  a 
question  of  mere  curiosity,  respecting  a  reuiarkabhr  range  of  buildings 
containing  thirU^  fUe  dwelling  houai'S,  all  the.  property  of  Mr.  A  it  bur 
and  his  Father.    Anderson  might  justly  say^  tliat  he  had  pointed  ont  Mr. 
Arthur's  residence  to  Maum,  bceause  Mr.'  Arthur's  house  w'a«  include 
in  that  mass  of  buildings ;  but  he  could  pot  say  so  in  a  sense  correspoBdeat 
to  the  question  put  to  him  by  the  Court,  accordingly  he  tlien  made  a 
discrimination,  which  was  npt .  reqnisite,  while  Uf  was  unapprised^  that 
the  intended  a)>plicatiou  of  the  testiinofiy  demanded  minute  precbion. 
That  this  did  not  exactly  tally  with  Maum's  assertion  could  not  excite 
iiiurh  wonder,  aflorWard  had  positively  .sworn,  that  Mr,  Arthur's  name 
hud  ne\er  been  mentioned  bctwt'cn  him  and  Maum,  notwitlistainiipg  all 
tjiut  the  latter  so  rontidentiy  advanced^ 

t  The  texture  «f  tliis  evidence  was  »o  iidiculou:ily  loose,  that  nothing 
in  such  a  form  could  have  been  aJiiUtted  ai>  stupporting  any  prupobition 
in  privatt'  conversation,  it  was  however  gra\ely  recei>ed,  and  attenipt- 
rA  to  be  biuti^^ht  home  by  a  qucrtion^  which  met    a  rery  tiufortaua^c 


8 it.  Arthur  ?  I  cant  tell,  I  dont  know  him.     With  this  th« 
terrogation  of  Sheehy  ceased.* 
Two  other  witnesses   were  produced  on  the  part  of  the 

Erosecution ;  not  to  one  or  other  of  the  charges  sf^'itical- 
J,  but  to  bear  such  corroborating  testimony  in  genera],  as 
Aey  could  furnish.  One  of  the  name  of  Saunders,  die 
ptfaer  of  the  name  of  Shee,  both  from  Charlevilie,  being 
isworn  and  severally  produced,  each  gave  the  same  answer, 
that  they  did  not  know  the  prisoner  or  any  thing  about  him.** 
Tills  drew  an  expression  of  surprise  from  the  court,  and 
the  President  said  significantly,  **  they  were  both  friends  of 
Maum:*'  perhaps  it  began  now  in  some  degree  to  be  per- 
ceived, that,  according  to  the  proverb,  what  wais  every 
body'ii business  has  been  a  little  neglected;  and  that  the 
jConcatenation  of  the  evidence  had  not  been  so  well  arranged, 
as  was  expected.  The  president  now  declared  the  prosecu- 
tion closed.t  Mr.  Arthur  was  ordered  to  be  ready  with 
his  defence  for  Monday  the  (25th  June.  But  as  if  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  doing  it,  by  denying  him  the  means 
of  preparing  it,  though  he  was  locked  up  before,  he  had 
thenceforth  two  additional  sentinels  placed  at  his  door,  and 
access  was  denied  to  every  person,  even  to  his  eoaler  and 
turnkey.  On  the  next  day,  Sunday,  CilloneT  CockeU 
(Called  upon  Mr.  Arthur,  witli  the  printed  proclamation  of 
martial  laVv,  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  pointed  out  that 
part,  which  directed  trials  to  be  conducted  in  the  most  sum- 
mary way,  adding,  that  the  General  was  very  angry  the  - 
^urt  Qa4  not  closed  the  business  on  Saturday, 

^  It  miiy  br  asked  why  be  w«t  brought  forward  at  all,  as  the  amount 
4i  what  Sheehy  could  say,  most  have  been  known  before  the  trial,  and 
Indeed  there  will  appear  presiently  ground  for  thinkin*^,  that  Sheehy's 
^evidence  had  been  previously  investigated  by  Colonel  Cockell.  Macmahon 
fod  Carsidy  were  d^scrib^d  as  aeto«Uy  in  the  King*s  service,  conseqnenUy 
rwild  have  been  brought  forward,  and  it  does  not  appear,  but  that 
If  ogan  and  Higgings  were  equally  producible.  What  they  could  advance 
must  probably  hiive  been  known,  and  its  quality  may  be  judged  by  their 
not  being  introduced  into  Court.  Was  it  then  hoped,  tliat  hints  operating 
on  the  mind  of  one  standing  in  so  intimidated  a  situation  as  Sheehy  was  . 
would  have  generated  a  testUsMiy  more  to  the  palate  of  the  prosecu- 
tors ?  or  was  it  thought,  that  ^m  such  childish  hearsay,  as  be  could 
.repeat,  would  serve  for  an  additional  colour,  where  nothing  but  a  colour- 
was  sought. 

t  A  declaration  awkard  enough  in  its  appearance,  since  it  was  avowing^ 
that  be,  as  Judge  and  Juror,  had  invested  himself  with  the  irrecooci] 
character  of  proseciitor  4lso, 
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» 


As  Mr.  Arthur  thought,  that  the  enjoined  dispatch  mqift 
have  reference  to  the  acquittal  of  imiocence,  as  well  as  fo 
the  punishment  of  guilt,  he  was  disposed  to  agree  in  the 
feelings  of  the  General ;  since  he  could  not  but  imagine 
that  no  rational  probability  had  been  added  to  the  cham 
against  him,  by  any  part  of  the  evidence  adduced,  u, 
however,  die  court,  meant  to  consider  such  evidence,  not-  . 
withstanding  its  intrinsic  absurdity,  as  valid,  until  it  should 
be  rebutted,  it  was  necessary  for  Mr.  Arthur  to  disprove 
the  several  facts  asserted  in  it.  In  this  view  the  summary 
way  appeared  to  him  only  an  expedient  to  cut  off  his  means 
of  defence.  Still  such  effort  was  to  be  made,  as  the  time 
would  allow,  and  he  gave  to  Colonel  Cockeli  a  list  of  such 
witnesses,  as  he  desired  to  be  summoned,  in  order  to  prove 
his  absence  from  Limerick  at  the  period  fixed  by  Maum^ 
"  They  will  be  of  no  use  to  you  replied  Colonel  Cockeli," 
as  we  know  by  the  Mail  Coach-book,  that  you  were  absent 
from  the  dth  to  the  23d  of  February.  'You  will  find  tEe 
time  very  different  to-morrow."*^  Mr.  Arthur  on  this,  desired 
to  know  v(hat  time  woi^ld  now  be  fixed  for  his  supposed 
interview  with  Maum,  that  he  might  prepare  his  deifence 
accordingly ;  yet  this  was  refused  hun ;  the  use  of  the 
information  c^iuld  obviously  be  but  trifling^to  him,  when  be 
was  debarred  from  communicatioa  with  any  person  wbbmr 
soever,  except  the  Colonel  himself.  Mr.  Arthur  .persevered 
in  saying,  that  the  attendance  of  those  witiiesses  was 
necessary  for  him,  particularly  Carsidy,  Macmahon,  .Hogan 
and  Higgins.- .  The  answer  was,  We  have  no  power  to 
compel  the  attendance  of  any  witness.  Surely  replied  Mr. 
Arthur,  Carsidy  and  Macmahon  at  least  may  be  obliged  to 
attend.  As  to  that  point,  enjoined  the  Colonel,  we  have 
enquired,  and  we  find  that  there  is  not,  nor  has  there  been 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Macmahon  in  tlie  detachmepL 
quartered  here.  The  city  and  district,  being  under  martial 
law,  it  is  very  clear,  that  the  professed  inability  to  compel 
the  attendance  of  witnesses  was  a  cruel  exguser     It  wa3 


*  Let  the  reader  reflect  what  Mr.  Arthur's  senBations  miist  have  heen 
when  he  found,  that  tlie  discovery  by  |$|  Jndfi^cs  of  a. direct  pcgiir}',  on 
■the  part  of  the  principal,  or  rather  ooly  witness,  ivas  so  far  from  being 
received  as  a  subversion  of  the  witnesses  deposition,  that  it  Mas  to  b<^coIne 
the  ground  of  a  new  charge  against  the  prisoner,  with  all  Uie  advaatage, 
.which  a  minnte  knowledge  of  the  Prisoner's  position  ccnld  give,  for  the 
fabrication  of  fresh  ciicnmstances  against  hini. 


^tii  great  difficnity,  tlitft  at  length  Colonel  Cockell  coor 
rented  to  transmit  thei  list  of  witnesdes  to  Mrs.  Arthur. 
On  Saturday  evening  after  the  Conrt  had  adjourned,  Mra. 
^Arrthii/,  by  accident^  hefard  that  Afaum,  had  been  an  uiher 
thiil^r  the  Rev.  Williata  Diinn,  master  of  the  public  school 
-la  ICharleville.  On  this  information  she  dispatched  Mr. 
Peter  Arthur  to  that  phce;^  ivho  returned  on  Sunday  vfitk 
awrttten  document^  stating,  that  Maum  was  in  Charieville 
at  the  time,  when  he  said  he  came  from  Dublin  to  Limerick. 
He  also  got  information  of  several  particulars  relative  to 
Maum,  which  would  satisfactorily  confute  many^  parts  of 
Idhuni's  deposition,  and  he  had  the  promise,  diat  many 
respectable  persons  would  attend  on  Tuefsday^  if  the  trial 
could  be  put  off  till  that  day,  their  engagements  for  Monday 
at  Spancill-hill  fair  (a  meeting  ^here  the  principal  people 
of  the  country  negociate  their  affairs,  and  where  they  cannot 
without,  great  loss  omit  appearing)  prevented  their  voluntary 
attending  on  Mohdayj  and  the  refusal  of  summonses  by 
Colonel  Cockell  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Mr.  Arthur 
fD  compel  them  to  attend.  Mrs.  Arthur  urgently  repre- 
s^ted  this  diffi^lty  to  the  President  of  the  Court,  and 
petitioned  for  one  day^s  delaiy ;  his  answer  was,  that  it 
depended  not  on  him,  but  that  General  Morrison  was  the 
person,  to  whom  the  application  should  be  made.''^ 

Foiled  in  this  application,  Mrs.  Arthur  betook  herself 
to  the  Bishpp  .of  Limerick,  Doctor  Bernard,  who  con- 
descended to  deliver  her  petition  to  the  General,  and  to 
attejst  the  truth  of  the  representation  respecting  the  occu^ 
pation  of  the  witnesses  at  the  fair.  Still  the  General  re- 
mained inexorable.  Early  on  Monday  morning  Mrs.  Arthur 
again  waited  upon  him,  when  he  sent  his  Aid-de-camp, 
Captain  Brand,  to  inform  her,  that  he  could  not  see  her 
consistent  with  his  duty.  She  replied,  that  the  favour  she 
pudced  wiEMJ  in  writing,  and  she  would  rely  on  his  humanity 

T  ,..'.■•.  • 

*  When  it  i«  recollected,  tiiat  the  coMctenois  of  the  Menibera  of  Ibat 
Conrt  conid  ifiot  -buMiave  taxed  them  with  morder,  if  they,  subseqaently 
fbond,  that,  they  "had  ooMdeimied  an  innoecnt  mao,  ivfiuing  to  give  him 
tiie  bpporiunity  of  prttVing  his  innocenoe,  it  woald  seem  as  if  the  Presi- 
dent notwithstanding  Mme  Interest,  to  secure  time  for  the  just  investiga- 
tion of  the  ease,  whcirtlie'special  bearing  of  the  testimoBy  to  be  adduced 
upon  th^ah-eady  expIode<l4^positioB  of  Maom  was  thus  indicated  to  him ; 
MMr.  Atthnirfia<i4ieeii-*clMrgcd  as  a  rebel>  and  this  obliserated  all  other 
considerations. 


292  >PP£KDI2U 

to  comply  with  the  contents.  The  Aid-de-camp  rejoined^ 
that  duty,.^alasy  must  take  place  o£  humanity  an^l  the 
General  could  not  grant  her  request.''^ 

I'revious  to  the  opening  of  the  defence,  John  Crea^, 
Esq.  a  gentleman  of  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  MidtoM 
of  Limerick  and  the  oldest  magistrate  ojf  the  County, 
expressed  a  wish  to  assist  Mr.  Arthur  in  his  defence.  Mr. 
SherriiF  Lloyd  told  him,  if  he  \vere  a  fri^d  of  Mr.  Arthur 
he  had  no  business  there.  The  Sheriff  then  planted  him- 
self opposite  the  prisoner  to  see,  that  nobody  should  com- 
municate with  him^  and  soon  after  made  a  formal  complaint 
to  the  Court,  that  Mr.  Arthur's  father  had  delivered  to  the 
prisoner,  the  names  of  Peppard,  Hare  and  Shee,  with 
those  of  other  witnesses.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  Court  opened.  Tha  President  began  by  declaring 
that  Maum,  having  had  time  to  recollect  himself,  was 
cooler,  and  could  now  better  ascertain  the  time  of  deliver- 
ing the  letters.  W  hen  the  reader  remembers  by  what 
means,  according  to  Colonel  Cockell's  acknowle^ment, 
the  Cotirt  had  conve  to  be  apprised  of  die  neces^ty  of 
Maum's  correcting  his  dates^  he  will  not  ^  a  little  astoiiilh- 
ed  at  the  President  wishing  to  usher  in  this  alteration  to  the 
Court,  for  if,  as  the  caae  originally  stood,  it  did  appear/ 
that  Maum  had  sworn  falsely  as  to  time,  'it  was  clear,  t)iat 
in  the  correction  he  was  about  to  make,  be  must  prove 
himself  perjured  in  another  particular,  because  it  w^ 
impossible  to  --  reconcile  the  period,  at  which  he  was  now 

*.  Though  she  had  nsed  the  word  favour  as  the  most  conciliatory,  it  wfi 
not  hnmanity,  that  she  solicited  from  General  Morrison,  it  was  strict  aad 
simple  justice,  the  first  duty  from  a  British  sul^ect  to  his  MIow.  The 
first  duty  from  a  General  towards  his  Sovereign.  The  first  doty  of  nas 
before  his  God. 

Soon  after  die  Court  met  to  hear  Mr.  Arthnr's  defence,  Joseph  Anderson, 
one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  Crown  appeared  standing  on  tfie  raiQry  dose 
to  the  Exchange  and  opposite  to  the  Council  Chamber,  where  the  Court 
Mai*tial  sat.  He  appeared  to  be  placed  there  as  a  Scare-crow  t6  intimidate 
any  witnesses,  who  might  appear  against  the  |irosecntion,  since  he  wu 
tried  and  sentenced  to  this  punishment  for  pretarication,  and  what  that 
prevarication  was,  has  been  already  explained.  It  was  clear,  that  his 
evidence  yrsA  substantially  the  same  at  the  trial,  as  it  had  been  in  the 
preliminary  examination,  onlyidelivered  with  more  precitton,  when  he 
was  upon  oath,  therefore  it.  may  well  be  inferred,  that  sneh  a  sent^noc 
would  not  have  passed,  of*  such  a  punishment  hai^e  been  inflicted,  had  it 
not  been  supposed,  that  the  example  would  instil  a  due  appreheaiion 
into  those,  who  might  be  disposed  to  cooM  forwai:d  io  viiidicattwit.tf 
Mr.  Arthur. 
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to  fix  having  delivered  the  letters  to  Mr.  Arthur/  Mfith  tlie 
circumstances,  which  he  had  before  specified  upon  his  oath^ 
respecting  Finnerty's  being  pillored  and  the  mode  of  his 
conveyance  to  Limerick.,  llie  President^  howeter;  and  it 
i»  a  lamentable  example  of  the  blindness^  which  party 
preposessions  can  induce,  thought  fit  to  assume  the  character 
of  prosecutor  in  this  respect^  and  blending  with  it  his  power 
of  regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  Court,  secured  against 
objectiqp  this  odious  outrage  against  every  principle  of 
Justice.  Not  only  did  he,hy  this  preface,  protect  the  witn- 
ess from  the  impeachment  of  flat  perjury,  but  with  an  una- 
voidable knowledge,  that  Maum  was  so  tainted,  he  set  him 
forward  anew^  to  fix  a  fresh  day,  against  which  Mr.  Arthur 
could  not  be  likely  on  the  recollection  of  the  moment  to 
bring  such  circumstantial  evidence,  as  might  outweigh  the 
positive  asser  ion  of  the  forswearer.* 

It.wras:  not  an  error  as  to  time  alone,  that  Maum  was 
suiFered'  to  correct ;  he  recapitulated  the  whole  eyidei#ce 
with  such  marked  variations,  as  indicated  in  the  most  shame- 
less .onahner,  that  observations  on  the  incoherencje  and 
intrinsio  ilibsurdity  of  his  former  testimony  had  occasioned 
it  ta-  be  deemed  n^teessary,  to  give  somewhat  more  of 
verisiiniiitude  to  the  date,  which  would  have  justified  Mr. 
Arthur's,  execution. 

It 'is  wonderful,  that  Maum  should  not  have  put  together 
a:  more  consistent  story,  either  in  the  first  instance  of  in 
diis,.  his. second,  attempt.  He  had  every  convenience  for 
moulding  his  .tale  according  to  circumstances,  which  he 
could  learn  on. the  spot,  for  he  Lad  been  from  the  29th, of 
May,  the  xlay  of  Mr.  Arthur's  arrest,  at  the  barrack  of  tlie 
5lith   Regiment,  occupying  an  officer's  room,  with  liberty 


*.  One  shudders  at  tlic  hazar.d,  winch  the  President  ran,  of  n^ntaiiui,^ 
on  liimse^f  never  ending  remorse,  from  the  probable  consequences  of 
this  inconsiderate  tite|i,  letnd  oiie  praya,  that  persons^,  go  little'  qnalifiecf 
for  such  dangerous  situations,  by  their  ordinary  habits  of  life,  may.  Qcl 
hereafter  be  exposed  to  the  peril  of  deciding  x)n  the  law .  of  evidepcf ^ 
where  error  is,  tor  be  so  fatal  to  their  futQre  peace.  To  justify  in-  any 
other  conrt  the  sitrang^  correction  of  evidence  now  attempted  it  would 
kt  least  have  been  thonglkt  Requisite  to  ask  the  witness,  what  had  occa* 
sioned  his  former  mistake?  How  he  had-perceircfd  tt?  What  gave  him 
reaioB  to  suppose,  that  -he  would  now  be  more  precise  ^  Biit  undrr  H.e 
excuse  of  tb^  president,  that  the  Vrltnesii  was  now  cojI,  and  hU  recoII(*o* 
tion  more  clear,  these  9tiestiona  apparently  wcre,d«^iu{djSiipe!t)|io<>« 
by  tlie  Court.  •       " 
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to  conversiB  with  any  body,  though  he  were  under  the  cate  of 

a  non-commissioned    officer.      Of  course  he  had  perfect 

knowledge  what  sort  of  testimony  was  required    of  him, 

and  he  had  every  facility  of  learning-  occurences,  with  which 

he  might  make  that  testimony  square,  so  as  to  giv«  it  the 

stronger  colour  of  veracity.      How  he  improved  those 

advantages  ^vill  be  judged  by  the  perusal  of  the  corrected 

evidence.     Maum  repeated  his  story  of  his  having  received 

the  two  letters  on  the  day,  upon  which  Finnerly  wa«  piUpr« 

ed  in  Dublin.     A  member  of  the  Court  reminded  him, 

^  that  event  had  taken  place  on  the  dOth  of  December, 

1797,  as  appeared  by  the  Newspapers  on  the  table :  a  hint 

by  no  means  insignificant.     Maum,    thus  set  upright   in 

his  reconsidered  evidence,   deposed^   **  that  he  arrived  in 

Limerick  on  the  8th  of  January  last,  as  he  was  now  sure 

for  on  Saturday  last  said  he,   I  made  a  mistake  in  calling 

January,  iPebruary,  and  in  calling  the  8th.  the  middle  of  the 

month.      This    recollection  he  justified  by  a  variety  of 

circumstances,  but  particularly  by  the  articles  he  had  bought 

'  from  Ward,  though  Ward's  book  were  supposed  to  have  re* 

mained  in  custody  of  the  Court.    That  Ward^  book  contailH 

ed  the  substantiation  of  k  date,  which  would  have  overset 

the  original  evidence  of  Maum,  and  the  Court  exainined 

the  book  at  the  tune^  when  that  original  evidence  was<|[iveb, 

without  dwelling  on  that  vital  pomt  but  leaving  it   to  be 

only  lamented  as  an  unfortunate  inattention.  '  But  when 

the  Court  allowed  the  entry  in  that  book  to  be  used  as  a 

ground  for  a  correction  and  re-establishment  of   Maum's 

evidence,  while  they  must  have  been  sensible,  that  the  date 

was  still  irreconcilable  to  other  points  of  his  testimony, 

they  did  not  leave  room  for  so  chantable  an  excuse  for  their 

procedure;  and  it  may  occur,  that  the  apparent  difference 

in  the  date  fixed  by  Maum  on  Saturday,  with  that  in  Ward's 

book  of  the  sale  of  the  articles  purchased  by  him,  and  the 

necessity  of  Maum's  reflecting  on  the  date,  made  it  necessacy 

to  put  pff  the  defence  till  Monday,  particularly  as  it  was 

now  buzzed  about  in  the  Court,  that  the  prisoner  was  in 

Dublin  at  the  time  mentioned  by  Maum^   although  putting 

off  the  defence  till  Monday  were  so  coptrary  to   Generw 

Morrison's  orders  to  the  jQourt. 

It  was  true,  that  Maun^  arrived  at  Limerick  on  the  8th 
of  January,  not  from  Dublin,  but  from  Rathkeal,  in  die 
County  of  Limerick,  for  the  fact  of  his  appearance  there  at 


/ 


that  Ufoe  I^^d  becjjQ  ccoifirtipi^d  by  tyfo.  credible  Miitnesaefl^. 
mho  UpbeU  sdl  th^t  hac}  »nj/  rp^diior^Q  bis  evidence.     To 
l^onciW  t^i^  pericd  /wJjtK  .vhat  he  h^d  Mknf^  sv/om,  aa  to 
hia  having  left  Duib^lii^  ^bprtljr  a/iter  FinAeiity'a  bein^  pillor* 
edtdemaaded  sodsh^  maoiagenieDt,  b«  €Qu}d  Blot:  weU  extend 
tbe  $horilf  beyoodtwaor  three  d^ys,  ¥^hen  the  miBsion 
was  9P  important;  accordingly  he  so  explakoed.  the  term^ 
hy  Boyr  spying,  that  he  vraited  two  tur  thr^.  day9  in.  * Bttblioy 
to  9e&how  (he  public  xyould  t^ke  Finnert/s  pum^hinieat,  and 
Iheniiietiout.    Iti^  to  be  obBcrvedi  that  the  third  day  after 
i?4lPlir<0f'9  being  pilIored>  waa  the  9A  of  January.  '  What 
I^a9i|9  9i  Maum  till  the  Bth  P  la  it  conQeivabie^  that  this 
qit^tfUi^B  did  not  $uggast  it8«}lf  to  any  member  of  the  Court  I 
\i»  bad  before  sworn,  that  he  came  to  JUimerick  in  the  twa 
day  coach  Crom  Dublin,  and  thai  he  .went  in  the  evening 
(^  His  b>it)dle  to  the  Coach  office,  whence  he  went  directly 
tQ  IVf  r^  Arthur's,  so  that  three  or  four  days  obviously  re- 
Viadned  to  be  accounted  for.    llie  Court  did  not  seesii 
dispoaqd   to-  embarrass  the  wituieGss  by  observations ;  .he^ 
)|0wever>    felt  it  necessary  ,  %o    dispose,  of  this  awkward 
ipiterval  of  time,  and  he  said,  he  made  a  circjiiitoua  journey 
of  five  Or  ■  six  clays,  the   employment  of  which  he  would 
detail^  if  the  Court  thought  it  necessary.     The  Court  did 
nojil  seem  disposed  to  entangle  the  witness  or  themselves  ia 
«jew  dilScuhies,  and  accordingly  declined  this  explanation  ; 
aor  was  ii  even  thought  expedieni;,  to  ask  Maum  the  natural 
meatioB»  'bow  hq.  contrived  to  prevail  on  the  two  day 
Coa^bv  a  regutait  conveyance  between  Dublin  and  Lin&erict 
f>fkfMA  fi»yh    to  accompany  him   in  this  ramble.     Ho 
peirsid^  in  men<tio»ing^  that  he  knocked  at  JIVIr.  Arthuc^ 
flo<>r  that  t^v^ning,   but    as  the  two   witiiesses   Ward  and 
Aiiderson^  from  whom  he  before  asserted  he  had  obtained 
die  information,  which  was  Mr.  Arthur's  house,  had  given 
ffc.fl9t:je<Mitradictipn  to  his  statement  in  this '  particular,  b« 
didxkOil  specify  how  ho  distinguished  Mr.  Arthur's  residence^ 
and  the  Court  generously  refrained  from  pressing  him  osi 
tbia  point.     It  will  be  recollected,  that  on  his  fir:^t  examir 
naifei«ff>  he  could  not  answer,  whether  Mr.  Arthur's  bouse 
)ver6  a  middle  or  a  comer  one,  and  that  he  declared,  he 
could  not  find  it  again,  as  it  was  dark  when  be  went  thither. 
Xt  having  appeared  on  the  Saturday  rather  awkward,   that 
Mr.  Arthur  should  come  into  the  street  to  a  person,  whe 
.    Voi  L  X 
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called  on  him  on  businesiSy  mther  than  have  fbat  persoii^^ 
introduced  into  the  house,  Maum  now  sworfe,  ^  that  be 
desired  the  Servant  to  call  Mr.  Arthur  out.''  Still  th«r6  was' 
another  awkwardness  to  correct;^- '  Mr.  Avthui^s  reading  the' 
letters  in  the  dafk>  as^  deposed  on  Saturday,  had  probablijf' 
strucken  some  commentator  as  impossible.  Manm, '  thefe^' 
fore,  now  swore,  that  Mr*  Arthur  took  the  letters  t&  a  Globe 
or  Lamp :  it  would  perhaps  have  been  more  natu'raV^  bad' 
he  taken  them  to  a  candle  in  the  house  f  yet  snch  was  the 
deposition.  Unluckily  Maum  forgot,  that  if  the  light  of 
^e  globe  were  sufficient  to  enable  Mr.  Arthur  to^  reiMi  the 
letters,  it  must  have  exhibited  Mr.  Arthur's  features  so 
distinctly  to  Maum,  during  the  time  he  Was  reading  them, 
that  the  latter  could  have  ho  excuse  for  what  he  had  sworn 
only  two  days  before,  namely,  *^  'that  he  could  not  be 
positive  as  to  Mr.  Arthur's  person,  because  it  wa^  dark  when 
heiiad  the  interview  witl>  him/'  ^Die  President  seem^ly 
disliking  thie  account  of  an  eminent  Merchant  reading  his 
letters  by  the  light  of  a  lamp  in  the  street,  thus  addressed 
Maum.  At  what  hour  did  you  deliver  die  letters  f  Was  it 
at  three  o'Clock  F  Maum  had  gone  too  far  to  avail  himself 
of  this  useful  interrogation,  felt  the  necessity  of  abiding  by 
the  lamp  light,  and  answered,  it  was  dark,  after,  nightfall. 
A  conversation  in  the  street  on  so  nice  a  subject  appearing 
likewise  too  improbable,  Maum  refused  his  evidence  on 
that  point,  and  deposed,  that  Mr.  Arthur  only  said,  it  was 
very  well^  he  would  give  him  an  answer  in  the  mfoming^. 
For  this  answer  it  seems  MaUm  never  called.  This  to 
ordinary  apprehensions -might  appear  rather  extraordinaiy ; 
die  more  so,  as  he  had  found  time  to  go  to  the  review,  and 
come  back  from  the  review  to  Limerick  the  next  day.  He 
had  sworn  indeed,  that  he  was  in  a  hurry  to  set  off  for  the 
County  of  Cork,  where  he  expected  to  (collect  greater 
sums;  but  he  had  also  sworn  on  the  same  examination, 
(on  Saturday)  that  Mr.  Arthur  had  promised  to  comply 
with  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald's  application  for  money  ;  an 
assertion,  which  he  now  dropped,  by  professing,  that  Mr. 
Arthur  only  said,  it  was  very  well,  he  would  give' him  the 
answer  in  the  morning.  When  he  contradicted,  or  at  least 
%vithdrew  so  many  parts  of  his  original  testimony,  what 
depeiidance  could  be  placed  on  the  rest  ?  ThjB  tact  was^ 
he  had  been  diligently  apprised  of  the  preparations 'to  prove 
his  perjury  ou  certttiu  particulars,  he  knew  not  how  rar  this 
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W.6nt^.  and.  in  his  confused  attempts  to  evade  detection^  he 
cp^mitted  himself  the  more.  .  He  had  sworn  On  Saturday^ 
that.]M(^.  Arthur  had  siddressed  a  letter  to  him  at  Charleville, 
(wh/sre  it  4oes  not  ap(>ear  how  Mr.  Arthur  was  to  know 
a  I^et  would  find  him  tliere)^  by  the  post,  in  which  he 
(Wf.  ^Arthur)  pfTcred  him  any  sum  of  money  he  wanted  for 
liord..  Edward  Fitzgerald.  Alarmed  as  he  now  was  for 
th^  ^higracter-  of  his  testiiliony,.  he  prob:ibly  thought  it  was 
rather  too  much  to  expect  belief  to  the  fact,  that  a  man 
acqi^aint^d  with  the  world,  ^nd  in  the  habit  of  businessi' 
wo^^d  trust  to  the  common  p^st  a  letter,  which  would 
cpnvtfft.hitn  of  felony,  at  a  time  too,  when  it  was  notorious, 
that  all  correspondence  underwent  inspection,  and  when 
the  distance  was  so  short,  the  letter  might  have  been  sent 
without  inconvenience,  by  a  servant.  He  therefore  now 
explained  awav  this  part  of  his  Saturday's  evidence  and 
swore,  that  Mr.  Arthur's  letter  only  expressed  surprise  at 
his.  having  called  for  an  answer  to  Lord  £dward  Fitzgerald'^ 
letten* 

\%  was  now  observed  by  the  Court,  that  frequent  notes 
were  frpn^  time  to  time  delivered  to  the  prisoner,  to  enable 
l^im  to  cross  examine  Maum^  and  on  enquiry  by  the  Presi« 
denty  where  Mr.  Arthur  could  obtain  his  information,  i( 
note  was  handed  by  a  spectator  to  the  President,  who  de* 


*  ETow  strange  was  the  coatrast,  which  a  spectator  might  at  that 
tuoment  have  remarked ;  Anderson  still  standing  in  the  pillory  at  the 
deor  of  the  tribnnal  for  prevarication,  thoogh  his  character  vreceaosallied, 
ttoogh  4iis.  evidence  were  sobstantially  consistent,  and  the  supposed 
diacprdance  of  terms  (if  it  ever  existed)  readily  explicable,  and  -  thon/^ 
the  evidence  of  Ward  furnished  a  strong  presumption,  that  no  special 
enquiry  for  Mr.  Arthur's  house  had  been  made.  On  the  other  hand, 
Maum,  Yl  man  of  acknowledged'  infamy,  was  not  merely  tolerated,  bnt 
protected  by  the  Court  in  a'  tissue  of  palpable  contradictions,  that  re- 
volted AgaUist  common  sense,  lind  insulted  every  principle  of  justice. 
When  Maurn  was  suflered  to  correct  his  evidence,  this  corrected  evidence 
was  what  was  to  stand  against  the  prisoner.  It  was  too  clearly  felt, 
that,  on  the  original  evidence,  Mr*  Arthur  must  have  beert  instantly 
acquitted.  In  this  second  examination,  either  Manm  was  understood  to 
awear  the  trnth»-  or  to  have  perjured  hhnself.  If  thejatter,  he  discredited 
his  evidence  on  the  original  examination  in  such  a  manner,  as  that  it 
could  not  weigh  in  the  muratest  degree  against  Mr.  Arthur,  and  if  he  were 
inpposed  to  have  sworn  the  truth,  cops^nte  the  amount  of  his  evidence 
en  the  second  examination,  a)id  it  will  be  found  not  to  affix  upon  Mr. 
Arthur  an  atom  of  what  the  law  would  pronounce  to  be  guilt. 

X   2 
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cl'ared,  'that  a  fcvbiiitLbriaVy  comiiiUtfee  ivii  sittirtg  'in'  tfife 
a^Oliiiiig  iaveiii.  'iTiis'revdlufioiiary  coiiltiilfee  ttinsiStel 
ot  Jflr.  Arttiuf^a  "iliicsses,  wtio  were  %iit  ten   in  rtoKlb^ 

jlpwe'd  'to  b'e  in  toiiit  during-  the  exn  ml  nation  of  o^lil', 
witnesses,  and    coiiW  not  roniaiu  in   llic  street,  tfhfch  \\M^ 

S'.Tpt  clear  liyUie  military,  who,  oil    pnlence  of  itttkniliht[ 
B    puivl^limertt   of    Anderson,    surroniiiT^d   the   Court  m 
gri^t  iiuinbers  on  every  side,  tliey  were  waiting  therefore  al 

aiiliotel  near,  till  ilmy  should  bo  ru^peclivcly  ealied  to  give 
iieir  teatimony.  Tlie  trial  Uas  stopped,  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate was  sent  to  secure  those  persons,  for  which  fiiirjios^  he 
placed  seDtineli  at  the  front  and  fieiir  of  ibe  botis^,  nlth 
orders  to  l.et  BPne  of  th«in  out,  (kSfore  tbe  bre^tilA^Ilt)  'olt 
ietour'Caiid.Ve  likewise  seized  illi^e  adcilfffetlts  411^ 
papers,  which  Mr.  Arthur's  friends  had  been  abfe  to  'ctiftect 
in  the  i^ort  ipter'v^I  s)nce  Saturduy,.  tc^eu  tke  ii&lufe  '(^tHe 
chai^u  first  Vectime  hnotcn  to  tkent.  Am6a&  tfHt^h  itk 
SQued  the  aulbeniicated  papera  brought  from  Qiarlevifle'ti^ 
Mr.  Peter  Arthur,  who  w'aB  himself  one  of  those  wittae^es 
so  detained,  which  docuineiUs  were  intended  fo  bfc  adduced 
on  the  prisoner's  deteace  :  biit  ihe  Judge  AdVocaK  %'dalA 
not  now  sulTer  fhein  to  be  ekhibi'tcd,  retainfag  llieiii  in  hig 
posessioii,  on  his  return  to  the  Court.  T^is  c6'ateitlpt  of 
justice,  scarcely  attempted  to  be  veiled  by  the  most  flimsey 
pretest,  shews  in  part  the. state  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Arthur 
now  fouud  himself  cut  olT  frOm  the  resource  of  such  iltfor- 
Aiatioa,  va  the  sealoua  indiutry  of  his  frieiuls  ha^  .obtained; 
but  his  difficulty  Was  not  atloifred  to  atophere.  Mr.  Sheriff 
ifioyd, ,  '\vh6  bad  )[ilairtea  hfiiifellf  tfflpbsite  tft  die  ^ptMudr 
during  tlie  trial,  actually  cbin^l'aiiied  to'th'e'CoUrt,  .m&t'tlife 
Ti^d  father  of  Mr.  Arthur  had  cornmuuicated  to  bis  soi^ 
tlie  names  of  Hare, '  Peppard  nod  Shee  witb  aoiue  othersj 
wjio  weVe  capable  df  tkrirmg  Jnrportant  lestimotiy,  and  *bn 
happily  had  not  been  m  cAmpany  wifli  those,  who  Hrere 
just  taken  into  custody.  1)ie  Court  again  strictly  foi'tiad  any 
communication  wntb  die  prisoner,  and  ordered,  that  no 
;do6ument  or  ^aper  should  l>e  banded  to  hito,  Without 
having  been  fnisX  submitted  to  the  penisall  of  (be  GiMrt. 
It  IS  a  trifling  circmnst^iice,  but  it  will  illustrate  iChe 
"geneml  tone  of  procetlure  to  mention,  tliat,  at  the  opening 
of  the  Court  on  Monday;,  Sheriff  Lloyd  stationed  bintself 
an  the  stairs  leading  up  to-^  the  Council  Chamber,  for  the 
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purpO;;^  of  preventing  thqse,  who  ^Yere  knowi?  to  be,  or 
w^ffedeemed  by  him,  friends  to  the  prisoner,  from  entering 
t&e  Court,  and  among  others  refused  permission  to  Mr. 
A|^Ur*s  father,  until  at  length  tte  decision  of  that  cxem- 

Elaij  magistrate  yielded  to  nim  at  the  solicitations  of  a 
ujojbS^  of  the  Qentlepen,  yi^ho  were  present  a^  this  extra- 
br^inarj^  bcene. 

;  l^rbm  t|ie  steps,  that  had  been  taken  little  w^s  left  in  Mr. 
Arthurs  power  to  produce  in  his  diefence ;  ;^et  less  than  Utile  / 

appeared  sufficient,  for  nothing  seen^e^l  necessary  to  destroy 
the  credit  of  such  a  confused  and  contraditory  narrative, 
as  Maum  Had  offered,  especi;illy  when  the  recorded  ipf^my 
of  tii||t'' witness  yeas  ei^tirely  )^nown  to  the  Court.  Still 
fhi^  Wisflom  and  solicitude  of  Mr.  Arthur's  friends  made 
mie|ii'<ie^m  it  adviseable^  not  to  ieav^  the  prosecution  a 
^ml>Ianc^  of  prohabili^  to  ^helt^r  itself  un(!er;  fjp^i  th|s 
"^i&kf  f^^r  tn^ni  from  any  apprehensions  of  his  qyyn,  he 
caHed  ^h^* witnesses^  which  had  been  indicated  io  hin)'.. 

S^atjiei^  Hare^  nerqianent  Sergeant  of  the  Clanwilliam 
<J|valiy,  sworje,  that  |ie  received  Maum  into  his  custody 
at  (jl6iifneJL  from  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Tipj^rar]^  Thomas  Judkin  Fitzgerald,  ^i^i  his  orders  were 
to  treat  MaLU^  VelJ,  apd  with  Jndulgehce,  as  a  person,  wKo 
would '  pyicf  '  material  information  to  Government.  At 
General  )!i^orrison's  lodgings  in  Limerick,  Maum  wrote  a 
Jetteir  t6  ^Ir.  RJchfird  Peppard.  \vl)icb  he.  gave  po,  the 
wjifn^s^^  .^hp  read  parjt  of  it,  ana  thei,i  forwarded  it ;  here  . 
ifjje  letter  ,w9p  produced  to  the  Court,  Maum  beii)^ 
questioned,  whether  it  were  his  hand  writing,  acknowledged 
it,  and  said  in  great  confusion  to  the  President,  "  you 
kp9^f  ^ir,  th?it  it  \y«is  but  lately,  that  J  gave  informalion 
.^gaf^  ^{r*  ^rti^ir,  aq4  th^t  ][  did  not  wi^i  to  do  it.'* 
It  .Mias  of  singular  .importance,  that  Uxe  meaning  of  the 
word  fateiy  stiould  be  defined,  and  that  Maum  should 
explain  how  l^e  was  compelled  or  induced  to  act  against  hia 
y^'isTj;i*  ^n  giving  his  tesitimony  o;a  Uii.s  .occabiou. 

• 

.  ♦^oapy  one,  who  reflects,  it  will  not  appear  likely,  that  Manm  could 
baiV^  h^id scrtijples  abopt  workin^r  out  liis  oun  pat'doii  b^  criuiinating  any 
.other '.persqn,  so  that  his  repugnance  to  accuse  Mr.  Arthur  will  seem  to 
hav£  festied  solely  on  l^s  Cpnsciousni*s5i^  ^^^^  ^^-^  want  of  knowledi>;e  ot* 
aYi  liailjticdlaTS.  relating  to  th^t- gentl^^man,  would  leave  his  tale  so  liable 
to  detection,  as  t\iat  it  could  not  be 'borne  tbron^h  with  any  chance  of 
'  fqcccss.    Cross  rxomiv^tion  might  h{ive  elucidated  thip:  but  Mr.  Arthur 
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It  is  evident,  that /o/e/y  could  npt  refer  to  the  29th  of 
May,  vvlien  Maum  w^  brou^it  to  t-unerick, ,  apd  Mr, 
Arthur  was  first  thrown  into,  his  rigof ous .  confiiiement, 
because  it  is  clear,  that  Mat^m  was  not  du^^  pr^areafor 
the  prosecution,  when  be  was  brought  ^li^t^.  .CqhH;  [on 
Saturday,  the  93d  of  June.  Kfad  he  had  time,  io  fashion 
bis  story,  he  wqvild  at  once,  have  produced  it,  as  he  exhi- 
bited it  on  the  25th  of  June,  corrected  by  t]ke  k'nowfedge 
he  had  aco^uired  in  that  short  intervalf 
The  letter  wqs  as  follo\ys. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  had  not  an  opportunity  this  morning  of  inforniing  yott 
of  the  circumstances,  which  brought  pie  from  Wateijfor^.  to 
this  town ;  they  are  as  follows  ;  I  wjas  remanded  to  Liai^rick 
by  an  order  from -Goverpqienti  by  naine  being  found  on 
^Lord  Edward  Htzgerald's  roll,  and  intimatingi^  that  I  ^9S 
to  hold  a  very  excellent  command  in  the  Coimties  of  Cork 
and  Limerick.  I  cannot  conjecture  vvh.at  is  now  to  "be  done 
with  me,  I  was  asked  if  I  knew  Mrl  Hai'grove,  I  declared 
J  never  spoke  to  him  in  my  life,  much  .less  to  Mr. 
Arthur,  who  it  seems  was  likewise  iqiOTi^mat^  in  fii^  Lord- 
^hip's  muster.  I  hope  1  may  be  sent  to'CorK,  that  I  may 
have  a  second  intprview  >vith  the  lads  of  Charleville*  ^ 

•I  am;  &€• 

Addressed  to  Mr.  Richard  Peppard,  Limerick, 
Mauni  was  asked,  when,  and  why  he  wrote  that  letter, 
his  answ.qr  was,  I  wrote  it  at  the  Genefars  lodgings,  the 

B  ■   ■ 

vras  little  in  condition  to  apply  skill '  of  tliat  sort ;  it  vt9$  not  simply, 
that  his  bodily  strength  and  mental  alacrfty  were  Sunk  by  tiie  leb^,  the 
closeness  and  the  soliiude  of  his  confinement ;  a  more  material  cause 
prevailed  to  unfit  him  for  tlie  occupation.  Th6  reader  may  frame  some 
»  obscure  notion  of  it,  and  may  be  never  be  in  the  situation  to  understand 

it  more  distinctly.  There  are  situations,  in  which  the  sense  of  unjust 
persecution  plunges  the  mind  into  such  indignation  and  despair,  that 
it  spurns  the  consideration  of  what  tiie  rancour  of  man  may  effect,  and 
contemning  wordly  defences  looks  to  the  Almighty  alone  forcompensatioo 
of  the  injury,  which  it  anticipated  from  bumaa  passion  ai&d  malignity. 
Such  was  the  state  of  Mr.  Arthur,  he  thought  the  expodare  of  injustice 
~  nugatory  and  unimportant,  if  it  were  resolved  a^  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  case,  to  sacrifice  him,  whatever  might  be  the  texture  of  the  pretence, 
.  ^  andit  was  only  the  anxious  imploring  glance  of -a  parent  or  of  a  friend, 
that  cqul4  make  him  by  starts  give  a  momentary  and  con  tinned  attention 
to  that  vindication,  which  another  perton,  whose  thoughts  woalfi  aet 
have  been  troubled,  was  not  p^mitted  to  conduct  for  hiai, 
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tnomkig  of  die  day,  on  \diich  Doctor  Hargrove  and  die 
prisoner  were  taken  up.  Mr.  Peppard  was  my  townsman^ 
and  I  did  not  wish,  that  reports  should  be  sent  to  Cbarleville 
that  I  had  turned  approver.  It  is  clear  from  this  answer, 
ihtt  he  had  been  wrought  upon  to  bear  testimony  against 
Mr.  Arthur,  after  he  had  declared  to  those,  who  solicited 
it,  that  he  ^ad  never  spoken  to  that  gentleman,  and  after 
lie  had  imagined,  that  Dr.  Hai^rove  and  Mr.  Arthur  must 
be  put  out  of  hb  power  by  the  written  declaration,  which 
he  tbusi  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  respectable  tradesman. 
As  the  Court  appeared  exclusively  to  conduct  the  prosecu* 
don, .  notwithstanding  the  incompatibility  between  the 
characters  of  Judge  and  accuser;  it  would  have  been  for 
its  honor,  to  have  cleared  up  the  point,  who  it  was,  that 
fug^ested  the  names  of  Hargrove  and  Arthur  to  Maum, 
and  then  suffered  the  latter  to  be  brought  forward  as  a 
IH^itness  against  one,  whom  he  had  disclaimed  ever  to  have 
aeen.    As  to  Lord   Edward's  roll,  we. may  safely  assume, 

*  jihat  its  itivalidity  as  evidence  could  not  have  prevented  its 
;being  produced  in  that  Court,  which  had  admitted  the 
testimony  of  Sheehy.  Therefore  it  is  to  be  inferred,  that 
no  description  of  person  in  it  applied  t»  Mn  Arthur  of 

.  Xamierick*-  Yet  .die  production  of  it  was  requisite  in 
decency,  since  it  appears  from  the  expression  in  Miium's 
letter,  who,  it  seem^was  likewise  nominated  in  his  Lord* 
3hip-s  muster,  that  this  circumstance  had  been  pointed  out 
to  Maum  as  a  ground,  on  which  he  was  to  woHc.  ^^ylvest^sr 
.Shee,  a  .prisoner  then  in  custody,  and  to  be  tried  by  tlie 
Court  Martial,  was  ^ow  called  fgr  by  Mr.  Arthur,*  at  which 
•the  Court  seemed  very  much  surprised,  and  Major  Carlisle, 
addressing  himself  to  the  prisoner,  asked  hiui  to  what  point 
he  meant  to  call  Shee.  On  Mr.  Arthur's  replying,  to  the 
infamous  character  of  the  witness,  Maum;  the  Majok* 
rejoined,  the  Courtis  already  fully  inf'onned  in  this.^rti* 
culur^  you  need  not  take  any  trouble  to  contirm  it.  Mr. 
Arthur,  however,  persisting,  Sylvester  Shee  was  produced 
and  sworn.  He  deposed,  that  he  hud  lodged  strong  infop- 
matioiis;^  against  Maum,  which  were  then  in  General 
Morrison's  hands^  I'bis  was  a  strong  proof,  that  Maum 
could  not  be  an  unbiassed  witness,  it  is  scarcely  credible, 
llmt  such  'information,  which  must  have- gone  to  affect 
I^laum's  life,  he  being  already  under  sentence  of  transporta- 
tion could  be    uiWie    use  of  to .  intimidate  him  to  come 


SOS  APK£afiixSi» 

forc^rd  a&  prosiebiitw  of  Mri  JWidinr^  ^«t  it.trdidd  te  difiii- 
cult  to  acootiM  cftlKrwiae  for  his  cs^pr^snioBs  ito  the  PredMkHM^ 

Mr.  Arthur  J  and  IidM  not  kchk  to^o  iK  Mar«  AfAOrf^iifc 
proceeding  ta  examtnie  Shoe  larthisi^  ^en  Major'  Cfiittrie 
agamisrolemiily.asfiMtoed  Mr.  Ailhtirrtrvv'as  toti^ 
for  hiin  to  proceed,  as  the  Coinrt  =were  Miy  ^p^rtBtd  ^  tb^ 
iftittiiiotts  dharac^ehr  of  MauiD>  :in  ^biob  assunniDe  OqiUWft 
Maiiuel  conourped.  Mr.  Aitdiin.iMBturdlf  cotiedving,  UmA 
tJ»e  Conrt  wi&re  «ato£ed  on  lfai$  nfttenal  pmkt,  ^Ite- 
^uiijked  tfae  fsirfeihfer  exaiiirEisutiosroflibe  wetness  tilieei      ' 

Tbeonly  tKvo'servaiiitei.of  Mr.  iArtbHr-deposM^ftet  M^y 
Artbuf  slept  dflber  Amner^  wAvgd  Jie.badsiO(<u>tDpainjrv«M>^0r 
allo>vitig  Uinsiel^f  to  9)e  didburbed  «t  thattmiey  aodlifMi  kb 
V  "WHS  bot  {called  otot -to  aonir.  pfer&oa  'mhattt\es  id^Mm  MLy 
evening  <]!f  the  liEtsft  ifvibtet  or  spriag.  Tlws  nwaa-tfoilBiiifti 
bif  Mrs  ArtkiMTy.  who  addekl^  ttlmt  Mr.  Arthiflriluii  '$iiM^ 
j^^jked  of  Lord  Edward  fkiij^enald  as  m  biadmki^  «liib^ 
waited  to  excite  ftrebeflioii  in  tbe  ipingdotn.  -¥lie«M;'4f 
•Mr.  Artbur's  witnesses  ^being  in  «cilstodj,  at^iib  »ot  bwaif; 
bad  tbe^n>eaas  of  kariiiiDg  %\'bat  fiitts  tfaei^tri^knlKO  wAMtM^ 
tiate^.^otb^rdrfeiicecoHld.beaffin^;        -•      /  -  « 

.  A  'Ctrcuaistaiice  baft  been  'kefrt;baek  l&4m  it»  nsgidrir 
order;  that  k  may  here  fbescA  fertk  qn^  ^ditftiiictl^  'jil 
4>rder  to:!shewy.tfaat  the  ^construction  >ptft  tipoo  it  by^^ 
Co'irt  proved  ibeir  dispoeikion  to  diitott  ^evfitty  f&tiiedkit 
•into  presumption' against  the  •pHsoner. 

At  the  opening  of  tlia.  defence  on  IMiinMhiy,  fand  irfMr 
;Maum's  reconsidered  euideaoe  bad  hisen  ta^n  4o«M  br^Afc 
Judge  Advocate,  tlie  Presidenft,  addressmg  himsf^H^  t6  the 
jwrisoner,  with  that  stropg  esprebsioti  Of  coMtetlt^cer,  M4 
that  enapbia^is  in  delivery,  *whach  indicate  detem^mted  icem^ 
iviction,  said  you  yourself  adnvitted  on  Stfturdagr,  fbilt 
Maum  did  call  at  your^bou^.  Ihis  iii;iex)>edfedf  dNu^ge, 
.thus  delivered,  evidently  with  intention  to  ibsconcert  Mr. 
Arthur  in  the  cross  examination  of  Maum,  had 'tbe  desired 
eflfect,  and  naturally  threw  Mr.  Arthur  bito  that  coilftision 
and  embarrassment  •  at  the  moment,  unaseii^ed  <i»  'be 
was  by  friend  or  advice,  incapable  of  taking- not^  cfif  ihe 
evidence,  attending  to  the  examination  of  tbe  witnesses,  and 

i>reparing  the  explanatory  questions  necessary  :to  the  deve- 
opement    of    this   extraordinary   tissue   of    perjury,  ♦Aat 
be  could  not  immediately   bring  to  Ws  recolkcJtion  Ae 


^  / 
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encuatistsmces^  vhidi  induceel  Jum  -to  {mi  tbe  -qucstipuy 
BOW  so  much  relied  on  by  the  Coart,  os  ui  pi^pf  of  .guilt; 
mad  Mnhile  such  impression  was  on  his  umkd,  Tondei^ed  bitu 
tottilly  nc«pai>lje  of  that  ckeejiivesfcigitiioii  of  fbe  !e^'ifluttce 
ea  Koailay,  vAikh  tkc  nsulure  abcI  dtfionteay  of  it  pefuir^d- 
Ai  soon,  ivowever,  as  thie  unfoaluoatc  siiiuutioB  he  was  k| 
ftdttiittel  of  has  bringii^  !to  bis.  raeoMection'^hc  4ii'cct 
«videtic6  '^ven  by  M»t«n  ^n  Saturcky,  and  th^  f^f^^j^Me 
Vamliou  ibctvreen  it  and  his  evidence  on  hitiiCi>&s$  eKamiua- 
MDy  it  appeiue^  to  hitn  in  iha  clearest  IfgHt^  that  ihe 
^ttestion  ^^aS' solely  intended  to  extract  fcoai  the  witness  a 
M«oDg  proof  of  his  ipei^ry  ;-acoordngly-hie  4elivaried  to  thp 
fpresiacvA  in  fwritaag  ttbe  gcannds,  on  whiieh  be  put  die 
i^fveirtion^  said  a  reference  to  the  Judge  Advocates  notey 
^rauld  hav«  cieared  up  to  the  sneanest  caftacity:  this  Ur^}iis|t 
and  mfounded  charge*  The  President  oci  fiie  c^i»U:saf 
TefeMi  tike  expfanartkn  to  himseify  aad  taming  to  the^jpri^oi^ 
•ejected  it  with  the  voost  contenDptnoas  disdain.^ 


*  ii^  thiq^  were  hitherto  "wanti^f  to  .throw  the  prisoiier  into  deipair 
xodiconrinoe  him,  that  auy  effort  he  inight.  make  against  so  inconsistent 
a  charge  would l>e  in'  vain,  and  thstt  his  tkte  was  resolved  on  before  he 
^entered  on  his  defence,    -^s]  ^nparalelled  condvct  •on  the  jpart  jof  the 
S^l-Aideiftli^ bhn nOTOomito bd|ie,  battethe  menoies lof liis  God.    ^Om 
leaipiailiiioa'tbeii  dettvered  to  the  Pvesid^tas  here  vhmk  ^fiilly^ven,  and 
aubmitted  ta  the  reader's   consideration.     It  nvill  berrccollected,  that 
when^ttoni  was  giving  his  evidence  on  Saturday,  he  as$}gned  as  a  i-cason 
Ibr  his  iR>t1>eini|^  able  to  state,  whether  Mr.  Arthur^  house  were  a  middle 
-iorh  comer -one,  -ihat^t  was  dai4c  when  he  called  these,  and  that  he  had 
never  been  in  Limerick  before  or  since,  till  he  -was  brought  thither  to  pro- 
secute.   But  he  had  previously  sworn  in  his  direct  evidence,  that  he  called 
j^gain  at  Ale.  Arthur^s  house  the  next  jnonii|ig-.and  received  an  answei^ 
that  Mr.  Adluir  was  gone  to  *f  he  jfeview  with  his  corps.    It  was  certainly 
not  dark.$heii,  and  the  singularity  of  the  house  most  have  b^n  connpicU' 
•ous.    IRiis  observation  9pgijMa^d  in  J^fr.  Arthur'sjnind  a  ^ood  opportunity 
4q  exhibit  tiie  contradictions  in  liaum's.  testimony,  and  ip  order  to  draw 
the 'witnesses  attention.from  his  former  evidence,  he  put  .the  question  ia 
I  a  ^fading  manner  to  him.    You  say  you  called  at  Mr.  Aifhuf's  thiCt 
.nijght^  'did  you  call  there  more,  than   ouce  ?     Maiim  fluttered  by  tHe 
f£onnor  (question  about   distiilgaishihg  *  tlie  house  and  pii2^d   how  -to 
^ceonotfor  his  not  knowing  it  again,  if -be  had  been  thei'e  in  the  day 
light,  sunk  his-ibcmer  assertion  of  having  returncid  .to  the  house  in  the  . 
anorning,  aqd  :fuwwered,  ^  I  did  not.''    Mr.  Artliur's  end  appeareiltO 
•  have  been  attained  ;  the  witness  had  not  only  contradicted  himself,  bdt 
had  done  so  on  a  ^t :  ^o  pregnant  with  Vcbncldsive  infertnc^  ^at  "Mf. 
Arthur  had  to  eapeot.  th^  greatest  advantage  (roin  arguing  on  the  cirqnin- 
stance,  under  the  conviction,  that  the  Court  would  not  refuse  bim>  ' 
eopy  of  the  minutes  of  the  evidence  to  prepare  his  defence*    I&  Ihh, 
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>  Mr.  Arthur  was  now  remanded  to  Prison^  where  he  vna 
treated  with  additional  severity,  his  trunk  and  necessaries 
Were  taken  from  him,  his  pockets  rifled,  a  sentinel  with  a 
drawn  bayonet  stationed  in  the  narrow  room  with  him ;  and 
after  many  hours  had  elapsed,  at  9  o'clock  at  night.  Assis- 
tant Adjutant  General  Cockell  brought  to  him  the  sentence 
of  tlie  court  martial,  and  withdrew  the  sentinel.  The 
sentence  was  as  follows.  '^  You  are  to  be  transported  to 
Botami  Bail  for  life ;  to  be  sent  off  to-momm  morning  at 
6  o'clock ;  and  you  are  to  pay  ajine  of  £5,000  to  the  Awg 
forthwith,  ■  or  your  entire  property  mil  ie  confiscated. 
Immediately  after  the  trial  closed,  those  witnesses  for  Mn 
.  Arthur,  who  had  been  kept  under  a  strong  guard  during  its 
continuance,  were  ordered  iuto  court,  the  President,  telling 
them,  he  regarded  them  as  a  revolutionaiy  Committee, 
ossembled  to  overawe  the  court,  menace,d  them  for  having 
dared -to  harbour  so  traiterous  a  purpose,  aod  then  after 
much  insulting  language,  and  boasting  of  his  own  lenity  in 
not  subjecting  them  to  punishment,  he  finally  dismissed 
"^         them. 

When  Hare  had  finished  \ivs  evidence,  the  President,  in 
a  significant  manner  ordered  him  to  attend, th^  Genera]  on 
the  evening  parade.  Hare  of  course  obeyed,  when  the 
General  ciirdered  him  to  be  instantly  carried  to.  gaol.  The 
'Aid  de  camp  doubting  perhaps,  whether  any  substantiatioB 
of  Clime  coiild  be  adduced,  only  sent  him  for  the  present 
to  the  guar(}-house.  On  the  next  day  Tuesday  t£e  26th  of 
June,  Hare,  was  put  upon  his  trial  before  the  same  court 
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liowever  he  felt  himself  grievdusly'diaa^iibinted.  The  President  pe» 
rcmptoriJy  refused  his  earnest  entreaties  for  what  hoihahity  as  well  as 
justice  required  at  his  hands  towards  a  prlsbner  cirbbmstanced  as  Mr. 
Arthur  was;  he  was  tlierefore  reduced  to  tiiesa^l  necessity  of  relying  on 
his  distracted  i^ecollection  of  so  long  and  complicated  a  trial  in  preparing 
liis  defence.  Mr.  Arthur's  re.ason  for  putting  tile  qiie^tion  to  the  witness 
in  the  words  stated,  is  'herein  befbre  explained^  and  is  fully  supported 
by  the  daily  practice  of  Courts  of  Jn$titie,  when  a  striking  cotitradiction 
in  the  evidence  authorises  a  hope,  that  a  confirfflallon  of  the  witnesses 
perjury  coming  from  himself  would"  immediatety  induce  the  Court  to 
reject  his  evidence  and  acquit  the  prisoner.  The  words,  you  say^  Sfc. 
.had  a  clear  reference  to-  that  part  of  the  eviden<?e  jn^t  delivered  by  the 
witness/ and  could  not  possibly  have  admitted  of  the  coustruction  given 
them  by  £be  President  in  the  mind  of  any  niipr^jadlecd  or  rational  man, 
but  it  would  be  an  insult  to  plain  sense  and  impartiality  to  dwell  longer  on 
'  this  fyppofied  admission  of  guilt  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner. 
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tnartiat/upon  the  charge  of  a  breach  of  trtist,  in  permitrfng; 
.Maum  to  write  that  letter  to  Peppard,  which  has  been 
rpcited  above.  As  the  fact  of  that  letter's  havihg  been 
written  and  sent,  was  not  disputed^  the  Court  apparently 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  examination  or  explana- 
tion ;  so  they  only  recorded  the  charge,  ^ and  committed 
Hare  as  guilty  upon  it  to  gaoL  Had  any  discussion  been 
siloyved,  Hare's  defence  would  have  been  from  the  High 
Sheriff  of  the  County  'Upperary,  to  beliavc  well"  to  Maum, 
and  treat  him  with  indulgence.  When  Maum  M'as  delivered 
with  the  transmit  warrant  to  Colonel  Foster  at  ^fipperary, 
he  was  admitted  to  dine  and  spend  the  evening  v\ith  the 
Colonel';  at  10  o'Clock  at  night,  the  Colonel  ordered  Hare 
to  escort  Maum  in  a  chaise  and  four  to  the  Genera)  9t 
Limerick ;  Hare  remained  in  private  with  Maum  iat  the 
General's  lodgings  till  Hargrove  and  Arthur  were  arrested ; 
jAsium  was  tr^ted  \vith  unrestricted  indulgence  at  the 
'0eneral%  was  allowed  to  amuse  himself  wiUi  books,  tic. 
and  had  been  supplied  by  the  General's  own  servant  with 
pen,  ink,  aind  paper  to  write  that  letter  to  Ml*.  Peppard ; 
finally,  Hare,  on  being  discharged  from  his  superintendahce 
over  Maum,  had  the  honor  6f  being  thanked  by  Oenernl 
Morrison  for  his  conduct.  It  was  Mr.  Sheriff  lioyd,  lyho 
conveyed  Hare  to  gaol.  The  latter  having  complained  of 
the  unmerited  punishment,  the  Sheriff  told  him,  it  was  not 
for  having. allowed  Maum  to  write,  but  for  appearing  so 
sanguine  for  Arthur.  Hare  replied,  that  he  had  been  sum- 
moned by  the  Court,  and  would  have  been  punished  had 
he  not  attended  ^  no,  replied  the  Sheriff"^  the  Court  would 
have  overlooked  it,  if  you  had  staid  at  'home.  Ilieh  said 
Hare,  I  suppose  the  man  would  have  been  hanged  i  No 
doubt  he  rcould,  was  the  Sheriff^s  reply. 

Thomas  Hare  hearing  of  his  Father'^  confinement  waited 
upon  General  Morrison  on  Thursday  the  128th  June,  with  d 
memorial  and  letter  from  Lord  Mathew.  The  General  paid 
no  attention  to  the  ^>plication^  but  the  Judge  Advocate,  M^^ho 
had  3een  lliomas  Hare  at  the  General's,  meeting  him- in  the 
street,  told  him,  that  fib  Father  was  sentenced  to  be  dismis- 
sed from  the  office  pf  permanent  serjeant,  adding  he  had  a 
good  escape  ;  he  afterwards  referred  Thomas  Hare  for  his 
Father's  discharge  from  prison  to  Colonel  Cockell,;  who  iu 
the  afternoon  gave,  the  order  for  it,  saying,  your  Father^s  was 
a  serious  breaf^b  of  trust;  for  the  letter  saved  Arthurs  life* 


Throi^h  powerful  soJicitatioDi  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Arthur 
tl)^  1^(1  LiuutenKnt  ^as  pleaset)  (o  order  Buspepaion  qf 
ji)j^')e^m^tign  of  apy  se^teofce,  that  mi^l^t  be  passed  iq  his 
fiH^f  tiU  hts  Bscellenoy  £h9i}](l  hftve  t\pie  to  consider  it ; 
wnicJi  order  did  arrive'  at  5_  o'Ciock  in  the  moming  d)« 
awf  ^ter.the  seatence  was  pa^ed.  When  the  revolutionary 
f^omnuttee,  as  the  court  had  called. the  witnesses  asseitiblad 
to  give  their  tBntimoay  on  Mr.  Arthur's  defence,  were  dis- 
^arged,  one  of  ,  them,  Mr.  Martin'  Arthur  sppljed  tp 
folom^I  Coctell  for  a  pass  to  ^o  to  C}iarleyi]le .  to  ct>IIect 
evidence  of  Maum's  perjury,  which  the.  PresideQt  qpd  the 
General  had  been  fruitlessly  assured  on  Sunday  could  he 
adduced  from  that  place.  Hie  pa»s  was  rie^used,  and  a 
reason  assigned  was,  that  the  com;t  w^re  at  Uiat  inoment 
^ttinz  in  deliberation  oq  the  evideiepe  adduced  at  llie  triiu- 
jkfr.  MaTtia  ^TAi»T  tli^>}^. cleterii]ined  to  expose  hunself  t,o 
dt  the  £«aseq)t«RC03,  ,](hat  nught  attend  the  goin"  withfjj^t 
»  jm^.  Hstitprfiforei)irid  a  chaise  of  fejlvesler  Hallora^J, 
.j»nd  w.fwt  to  pharlev^yp,  atjcgip ponied  by  WilliaBi.  Sippptt, 
-and  ^rwaci^iVi'iJiiaspn.  Mf,.  Merlin  Arthur  is  a  respcct|ibie 
m^xii^i^t  oi  iJm^'wki  Sjlr.  Sinnott  pprtner  in  a  considcrs- 
bj« '  ip^'''^^"*i^  ^toiise  ill  Dublin,  ajid  SJr.  IVjIkinson, 
.^ut^mnt  inh^S  M^josty's  regimtnt  of  Tariert  Fencibjes. 
tW&e  Gentlemeo  brought  back  »ilh  tfaem  to  Limerick 
affidavjtd  from  .gentlfiQieu  of  the  jtiost  unijuestionabje 
character,  by  which  it  was  irrefragablj  substantiated,  tji;it 
MiuUQ  bad  been  from  the  2;id  of  Peer mber,  1797i  'o  '^e 
<  8t^  iday  jof  Ja^iuajry,  17D8,  iuclueiyc,  .ciiliiir  nt  Cljarleville, 
^  <^  witbu)  s;\  jjiiles  of  il,*  timt  is  to  say,  (ilijays  1 1,2  miles 
i.ffpm  Bttblln..  ..The  object  of  iijour-ric)  to  Cliaflevilk-  wjs 
'<oo  intelligible  to  the  EtppiefjLUsioijs  of  Mr.  Arthuj's 
enemies,  not  to  excite  iu  iheui  very  lively  ahrm,  pnd  to 
Stttlbem  about  stimulating  the  Oei)ei;a!'sJeuloi^s  indigivation 
at  the  step.     Mr-  Recorder  Smylh  was  m  copseqiifpce  scut 

'  -Tirii  TFimTlt  M  fiM  «ni{le  to  y r^re  >t*  f<)C'  ntfJiif '  llaum's  psijiirj' ;  ' 

.   e^vVlicli  Vr-'ft*t'«r'*  ienocence  (rf  ttw  f^mf'  ^'^"^  itT»iU  ftwftjy  tlic 

St^t't  citTJoiilji  jn  jnany  oilier  Tc^pccls.    But  it  vjfi  shew,  tliat  it  nn*  . 
inQ»t  impoKslblr  MBiiin'sstorj  or  receiving  the  lettp^Trom  Lord  Erinmrd  ' 
fit^rald   m   Dubfiii   on  4ht  seih  DfOcrenbe^  47»r, .rfwuld  not  be; 
kMitknto  be  a  fautive&lBt-hood  bytnavy  ff  0^i»   I.i)p crick,  who 
.  lf*4,M  ^scccstfally  .wotkcd  npiUf  -pjtWiVu  •(  M^  Gpi^UHl.aail  offhe  ' 
Court... 
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to  bfklg-'tla^di^iit  Iteib?:^  Or^  Qeher^)  ^t  1 1  o'deck  on  the 

^h  Jtiiie,  ^  aiiswet^  foi-  trfe  Mn^ity  m  Aimi^iiig  ike 

btit  dik  not  thbW  the  thkd  t^dii;  ^of  tod  ¥ii  'j^een-li)ifM-Si)M 
^vbithdr  iiie  ch^i^e  #sls  goitk^^  l^e  Ciecordef  ^afight  at  llifh^ 
alckhow)bdgieth6i)t  tod  exdisHiied/ thfat  'it  ^  itran^  hif 
should  }^t  out  his  cfbiiis^  wkiiottt  ktfo#i>ii^  th&t  ci^i^tiMst^tit^/ 
HallcArati'atiswet^e^,  tfbat  ^hehpe^^bhs  Of  !^  desicript^ 
of  the  gentlemen  in  que^tibh'dleMred  to  ^lirfe  a- •chaise  for 
t!ife  A«y,  it  Ivas  liot  usfcikl  to'tt^k  Afeiii,  ^hither  thfey  were 
gcAti^y  and  fce  'i^eUiiM^ed  ^e  Iliitiardet>  diat  he  rec^tij  kt 
a  tlkhfae  Vi 'Mtn,  Without  Any  suth  ehqdry,  x^hich  the 
Recorder  idhiittted.  The  Ki^ui)reA  stM,  there  was  sotnelhing 
sttH  he^iier  th^n  th^t  matter  agaimt  Hailoi^il,  Which  wto  ^ 
his^  atticfaiti^nt  to  the  Arthuns.  Hallorau  Was  indi^reet 
etiouglh  to  ackiAowi^fdgie  this  iittaehtMelity  for  which  the  Gene* 
i^l  ^der^  him  to  be  imhiediately  cotoitnitted  to  pmon,  there 
to  rebiain'till  it  should  be  dtacoveredy  who  the  third  person 
in  th^  chaise  WAs;  It  was  Ue^wise  intimated  to  Mrs.  AriAiiry 
ftdt  shq^^iould  todt  be  peilhitted  to  see  her  husband  in  gftol^ 
iiSi  iAiit%\!hicfr6lin!kty  measure  stiouM  have  been  accemfted 
for.  i^hi^ately  on  the  return^of  th6H!hi^e  genttetnefn'to 
£iiiitetidk>  MsCrtin  Arthur  waited  upon  the  general^  and  ap- 
pVisisd  hhh  of  what  had  -been  itoe  purport  of  their  journey 
tb'CWfe^iHe^  and  that  the  Rev.  Wflfiam  Dumi^  Mkisterof 
tht&  <3hifc*l(fcVille  school  accompanied  ifcem  from  that  place. 
.  By  this  liA^  tA'^o,  James  Gubbins,  Esq.  of  Kiftmare  Castte 
hi  the  'Godpiy  6f  lAnerrck,  atida  Magistrate  in  <hat  County^ 
hid  arriv^  iil  lihrt^ick.  HaVmg  heatd^  thtft  Maum  ioA 
iWOrh  to  havitt^  received  let?ters  from  Lord  lEd ward  Fltt- 
gdlf^d  hi  DnWin  oh  the  50A  of  OecenArer,  1797;!  Mr. 
Gnbbins  ifho^^t  it  incombent  ^upon  him,  to  'make  «ffidavyt, 
that  MMi\n%adb^ie^  actually  in  hfs  company  aft  Churchftown/ 
1^  mil'es  from  JOttbtin^  o*i  that  Very  day,  ^v1lich  deposihoa 
he  t!Klnsmilffed  to  bimerick.  As  this  -atlidavit  did  not  arrj^, 
till  after  thte  ^rfiat-was  dosed,  when  Colond  Cocfcell -said 
proofs  of  iiihocence  Were  too  late,,  it  was  forwai-ded  with 
other  tesltimdtiials  to  the  ^i^ord  Lieutenant.  On  r€?fle<*tion 
however  Mr.  ^Gdbbins  thought  he  had  not  done  enough,  so 
he  cartie  hihi?elf  to  Limerick  to  confirm  the  fact  he  had 
swoi^.    Hi?teran  was  liberat^d-after  24  hours-confinement, 

ft.  ■  * 

.'.  ^•i.'SiiJ..   .  J'.t      .  .  ...... 


30&  A»E1IJ(IX« 

» 

Mk^i  Artliijcr  \Kap  permitted  to  seeher  husband  m  Oaof,  prok 
vided  it  Aoifid  be  iu  tbe  presence  of  the  General's  Aid  de. 
Campf  Cap^jai:  Brand,  and  on  the  express  condition,  ^at 
she  should  not;  attempt  to  give. Mr.. Arthur  the  slightest  in-, 
formatiofi , respecting  any  steps,  that  had  been  taken,  for 
procuring.. a  reversal  of  the  sentence,  or  any  hint  of  ijope^; 
h^g  entertained*  To  this  severe  injunction  she  was. 
forced  to  submit.  Captain  Brand  sitting  between  her  and 
her  husband  all  the  time  of  her  visit  in  die  prison,  and  Mr* 
Arthur  was  suffered  tp  remain  in  the  Q»ost  eiiiel  suspense  till 
the  moment  of  his  final  liberation. 

It  has  been  hinted,  that  the  prosecutors  were  atvare  of  ' 
the  possibility  of  interniption  to  their  proceedii^  from  the 
equity  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  They  had  reason  to  suspect^ 
that  representations  would  be  instantly  made  to  his  Excel- 
lency of  the  ..cjourse  they  were  pursuing.  Mr.  Gorman, 
nepbe\y  to  the  prisoner^  was  present  at  the  trial  on  Saturday, 
and  fearing,  from  the  violence  of  the  proceedings,  bow  it 
might  terminate,  set  off  for  Dublin  and  arrived  there  early, 
on  Sunday  morning.  He  presented  a  petition  to  the  lyord 
Lieutenant,  stating,  that  Mr,  Arthur  was  an  eminent  merch- 
ant of  Limerick,  father  of  a  numerous  family,  and  a  man 
of  independant  property,  who  had  made  great  exertions  for 
Government,  when  the  ei^emy  appeared  on  th^,  Coast,  and 
who$c  loyalty  was  never  impeached,  but  by  one  Maum,;  a 
convict  for  treasonable  practices,  and  under  sentence  of. 
transportation;  that  the  prosecution  had  been  closed  on 
Saturday,  and  the  defence  ordered  to  stand  for  Monday, 
and  therefore  praying,  tliat,  if  sentence  should  notwith- 
standing be  given  against  the  prisoner  the  execution  of  it 
might  be  respited,  till  his  Excellency  should  see  the  minutes 
of  the  Court  Martial.  In  answer,  bis  Excellency  was  pleased 
to  inform  Mr.  Gorman,  though  the  medium  of  Mr.  Cooke  ■ 
(the  under  Secretary  of  StjEite)  ''  that  the  prayer  of  his  petition 
was  granted,  and  that  a  King*s  messenger  had  been  dis- 
patched that  moment  for  the  purpose  to  Major  General 
Morrison.  The  messenger  arrived  in  Limerick  at  5  o^Clock 
in  the  morning  of  Tuesday  the  26di  of  J  une,  and  immediately 
deiivercd  the  orders  for  suspending  the  execution  gf  any 
sentence. on  Mr.  Arthur,  and  to  transmit  the  minutes  of 
th9  Court  Martial.  This  order  came  in  time  to  prevent  Mr. 
Arthur's  being  sent  off  that  morning  at  6  o'clock  for  trans-r 
nortation,  but  notwithstanding  the  express  direction  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  that  the  execution  of  the  sentence  should 
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be  Tespited,  until  he  saw  the  minutes  of  the  Court  Maftial, 
General  Morrison  exacted  the  fine  of  five  thousand  pound«y  . 
as  previously  imposed  by  the  Court.  Mr.  Grorman  returned 
on  Tuesday,  and  on  hearing  of  the  Generars  determination 
to  exact  the  fine,  waited  personally  on  htm,  to  remonstrate 
against  this  demand,  so  contrairy  to  his  '£xdeUency's  orders^ 
To  which  the  General  replied,  "  I  have  received  Lord 
Castlereagh's  letter  respecting  Mn  Arthur,  and  sliall  use  my 
discretion  for  the  contents.  I  order  the  money  to  be  (5aid# 
Colonel  Cockell,  attended  by  the  Collector  of  his  Majesty's 
Revenue,  George  Maunseil,  Esq.  *who  quitted  hi»  staxiou 
in'  the  Custom-house  for  this  purpose,  came  to  Mr.  Artliur*s 
house,  took  out  of  his  desk  a  bag  containing  1,000  guineas^ 
and  then  sent  for  Mr.  Arthur's  fajtfaer  who  was  obliged  to 
makeup  the  remainder  of  the. ,£5,000 ;.  we  cannot  dismiss 
this  subject,  without  observing  .on  the  incongruity  of  this 
part  of  the  sentence  of  the  Court  Martial.  The  mioutes 
of  the  Court  Martial  were  transmitted  by  the  General  to 
Government  by  the  King^s  messenger,  as  Lord  Castlereagh# 
the  Chief  Secretary  of  Ireland,  in  his  answer  to  the  Genc« 
ral's  letter  conveying  the  minutes,  writes  thus. 

gjj.  Dublin  Castle,  30th  June,  1798. 

I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency,  to  acquaint  you,  that 
his  Excellency  desires,  that  the  sentence  of  the  Court 
Martial  heM  upon  Mr.  Arthur  of  Limerick  be  remitted  r 
and  desires,  that  you  will  take  security  for  his  quitting 
Ireland,  and  not  returning  until  the  present  troubles  have 
'  subsided,  and  he  receives  license  for  that  purpose^  Soon 
after  this  letter  Lord  Castlerei^h  wrote  another,  from 
which  the  following  is  an  extract.  Upon  further  enquirjf 
from  Major  General  Morrison,  His  Excellency  desires 
'*  the  fine  paid  may  be  returned,  and  that  Mr.  Arthur  may 
'^  be  allowed  to  go  to  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  part  at 
"  peace  with  his  Majesty."*  The  above  note  is  under*- 
'Written,  by  order  of  Major  General  Morrison. 

Henry  Brand,  Aiddt  Camp. 

• 

*  Thif  change  or  commntation  of  sentence  oftranlRportatioii  to  fiotaoy 
Bay  to  that  ofgeotnl  and  indefinite  banishment,  especially  in  the  case  of 
an  eminent  Merchant,  with  a  numerous  family,  from  the  place  of  his  oati  vi 
ty,  his  re<<idence,  hh  frien'fs,  and  extensi?o  commercial  concerns  appears 
to  importj  tliattlie  full  minutes  of  the  Court  Martial  had  not  been  fairly 
transmitted-  to^Oovenimfnt,  otherwise  such  sentences  cduld  not  Wave 
been  indicted  on  any  innocent  and  oppressed  roan. 
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'  'Mr.  Arthur  repencd  tJurott^.  Mir.  'Qonnw  ikt  ab^vir 
eTfftractci  i\p0m  Geqerat  Momsom^^a  tb^  fiiml  jofdes  of  Qf^^^ro^ 
iMkit  for  liis  qmttiag  Irelaad^  On  Tuesdfijfi  tbfi  Sd  J^yJjTy 
iMrs.  Arthur  tranfimitted  a  petition  tc^hk  Exc^ileney^  pegging 
either  a  reversal'  of  the  Jtenteacei  .or:  siteh  .f«jrtber  ^v^uivy 
.  as  might  enable  her!  hud[)aiid  ta  subBtantia^'  ki»  innoc^ce^ 
«pou  a  fiiU  dbpassiottate  and  ceol  investigatioii  of  bi$  case* 
1h  support  cf  this  petittoii,  'she  enclosed  a  short  abstrad  of 
tho  trialy  andBome  few  general  and  obvioua  remarks  toge* 
ther  ^vith  the  affidavits,  copies  of  iwhieh  are  ^bjE>iiked,  eoa* 
firming  the  several  f&ct9  stated  m  her  petitioi»^    ' 

Though  Mrs.  Arthur  were  led  to.eBpecty  fro«^  ibe  s|rei^t|p< 
of  these  affidavits^  either  a  revchrsal  of  ber :  busbami'f 
scmtence,  or  a  re-investigatiod  of  bis  case,  no  answer  H'va. 
given  by  his  Excellency..  But  on  Friday,  the  6th  oCJvil^» 
live  days  after,  General  Morrison  received  bb  ^xcellf)ncy'$ 
order  for  liberating  Mr.  Arthur.  Golooel  CocKell  gave 
Mr.  Arthur  the/  first  indication  of  any  disposition  in  Go^ 
rernment  to  relieve  hhn  from  suspense  by  infoi-ming  hUn^ 
that  <jiovemtnent  directed,  that  he  .was  to  beliberatedy  and 
his  fine  to  be  retuhied, .  on  ^ving  security  for  miittiog 
Ireland^  and  not  returning  uotill  the  present  troubles  had 
subsided,  or  that  he  received  license  for  so  doing.  Thus 
Was  Mr.  Arthur  not  oidy  closely  confined,  and  all  inter- 
t0ttrse  with  him  strictly  forbidden  for  five  days^  canlrai^ 
to  the  order  af  Government,  but  hb  mind  iliraalknpt  01A 
the  rack  during  this  period  by  the  uncertainty  pf  his  fette* 
Colonel  Cockell  then  added,  you  must  not  stir  ottf  of  your 
house,  and  in  twenty  lour  hours  you  must  quit  Limerick* 
Mr.  Arthur  left  Limerick  accordingly,  and  on  his  arrival 
iti^  Dublin  waited  on  Mr.  Cooke,  the  under  SeefCtary  of 
stale,  whp  desired  Mr.  Arthur  to  remahi  in  Dublni)  aa.he 
intended  making  farther  enquiries,  and  that^he  would  send 
down  for  Maum.  On  the  I6th  of  September,  Mr. .Arthur 
wrote  to:  Mr.  Cooke,  praying,  that  as  Maum  was  now 
brought  up^  the  investigation  might  take  place,  and  offenog- 
.  at  the  ^ame  time  to  prosecute  him  for  a  conspiracy  against 
his  life.  To  this  letter  Mr.  Cooke  did  not  honor  Mr. 
Arthur  with  on  api^wer ;  and  Mr.  Arthur  therefore'  look 
the  liberty  of  representing  his  situation  by  letter  to  thsr 
Lord  lieutenant,  humbly  praying,  something  might  be 
done,  as  his  wisH  was  lo  go  to  England  on  the  reircrsal  of 
the  sentence  against  him.     Hubert  Taylor,  Esq.  private 


itcretAry  to  the  Lord  Lieuiteiiant,  iafotttked  Mr.  Arthur 
^e  next  day  tfafit  his  Exi^eUency  would  soeek  to  Lord 
Cayllereagh  and  Mr<  Cook  ftbout  Mr.  Artnuo  and  Mr. 
Taylor  wa9  pleased  lo  add,  that  be  conMidened  bis  case  a 
ymy  hafd  one.  Mr^  Ardmr  feelittg  hmi»elf  disappointed, 
atlatt,  on  the  QStkof  Septembor,  presented  a  pettiioo  to 
jihe  Lord  Lieutenant,  acknowledging  the  reroisdon  of  bis  sen- 
tence QH  the  condition  of  his  ^tting  Ireland  with  liberty  to 
Reside  ia  any  olher  tit  peace  with  bisr  Majei$ty.     But  99  < 

Mi^nm  was  aoMrlMrought  up  from  Cork  by  fttr.  CookV  ortief(, 
and  Mr.  Arthur  by  the  sanae  ofder  was  restrained  fr^Di 
going  to  England,  pucsnmit  to  his  sentence,  he  therefore 
jprayeda  coinplete  reversal  of  dbe  sentence,  or  an  niye^tig^ 
tion  of  the  paiticulars  of  the  triai,  with  liberty  to  ptoa^cute 
Maum  for  peirjury.  To  this  petition  Mr.  Arthur  anneied  co^ 
nies  of  Mrs.  Arthur's  petition,  and  the  affidavits  laid  before 
nis  Excellency,  on  the  4th  July,  together  with  copies  of  hi» 
Uftter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke,  praying  investigation,.  8cc. 

On  the  Sd  October,  Mr.  Arthur  received  tlbe  following 
letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Taylor. 

Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  3d  October,  lygs^ 

Having  laid  before  the  I^ord  Lieutenant  your  memorial 
and  the  enclosures,  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  his 
£xcellenc)''s  opinion^  with  respect  to  the  natune  of  Maum'a 
evidence  against  you,  has  slready  sufficiently  appeared  from 
his  decision  in  your  cause ;  nor  does  he  consider,  that  any  fur^ 
ther  advant^ige  can  result  from  the  prosecution  of  a  man  actu-' 
ally  sentenced  to  be  transported  to  Botany  Bay,  ihdependai^t 
of  which,  as  such  prosecution  must  necessarily,  ibe  carried 
-lon  before  a  civil  Court  of  Judicature,  the  delay  of  attending 
,  it  would  ill  agree  with  your  wish  to  proceed  as  soon  as 
possible  to  England. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
'  H.  Taylor^ 

Mr.  Arthur  was  to  judge,  whether  it  would  be.  of  any 
use  to  htm  to  prosecute  Maum  for  perjitry,  and  a  conspiracy 
against  his  life,  he  being  the  only  person,  that  iuflfered  hy 
that  atrocious  attempt.  A  prosecution  againbt  Maum  for  a 
conspiracy  would  not  only  exculpate  Mr.  Arthur  nom  the 
§lighest  imputation  of  disloyalty,  but  would  drag  his  base 
accuser,  with  all  those,  who  might  have  been^  concerned 
^th  him  in  the  suggestion  or  arrangement  of  his  evidence, 
before  a  public  and  official  tribunal ;  these  considerati^na 

VoL  I.  Y 
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^  induced  Rfrl  Arthur  to  address  the  Lord  Lieuteimot  6jr 
letter,  stating,  thut  from  the  tenor  of  Mr.- Secretajy  Taylor's 
letter,  he  was  induced  to  think,  his  Exiiellency  must  have 
^  alluded  to  a  total  reversal  of  the  sentence  against  hiitt^ 
though  such  had  •  not  been  communicated  to  him.  He, 
therefore,  prayed  his  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  direct 
that  an  authentic  copy  of  his  Excellency's  decision  thereon 
might  be  given  him.  Mr.  Taylor  informed  Mc.  Arthur  the 
next  day,  that  his  E.<cellency  could  do  no  more,  than  what 
lie  had  already  done  in  his  case,  and  refered  him  farther  to 
Mr,  Secretary  Cooke.  Mt.  Arthur  applied  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Cooke  for  a'  copy  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  decission,  who 
told  him  his  Excellency's  decision  was  verbally  given,  and 
not  in  writing.  Thus  Mr.  Arthur  could  obtain  no  satisfac- 
tion on  this  very  important  point.  At  length,  after  many 
applications,  Mr*  Arthur  was  honored  \nth  the  foIldwin«j^ 
letter. 

Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  10th  October^  17^8; 

I  have  examined  William  Maum,  whose -evidence,  I  am 
clear  is  false.  He  will  be  sent  off  anid  transported,  ami 
there  cannbtf  be  any  objection  to  your  goin^  whither  you 
think  most  eligible.  As  fur  as  T  can  give  testimony  to  your 
character,  I  shall  ever  do  it  by  saying-,  that  I  think  it  by 
no  meiiju  implicated  from  any  thing  asserted  by  Maiim, 
and  I  certainly  never  heard  any  aspersion  upon  you  from 
any  one  else.  ...■/; 

I  have  the  honor  to  be;  &c. 
To  Francis  Arthur,  lEsq,  •         .iJ.  Cooke. 

For,  though  according  to  Mr.  Secretary  Cobk'*  letter 
Maum  were  to  be  sent  off  and  transported*,  ye*  soon  after 
Mr.  Arthur's  sailing  for  England,  Maum  was  set  at  liberty, 
and  publickly  walking  the  streetb  oi'  Corky  where  he  con- 
tinued till  the  middle  of  January,  1799-  At  that  period 
iie  was  again  arrested,  not,  apparently  in  consequence  of 
his  former  sentence  of  transportation,  but  for  having 
advertised  his  intention  of  publishing  an  account  of  Mr. 
Arthur's  trial,  yet  even  under  this  arrest,  he  was  only  sent 
to  the' guard  house,  and  kept  in  the  Officers  sitting  room, 
M'ith  orders  to  be  treated  civilly,  and  there  he  was  frequently 
visited  by  the  late  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Tipperary, 
■  Colonel  Thomas  JudKui  Fitzgerald.  '  Mauih  was  at  last 
iseiit  on  board  the  transport  bhip  Minerva,  .Captain  Joseph 
Salkekl,  and  sailed  with  other  convicts  .for  Botany  Baiy  on 
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the  24th  August,  1799.  Mr.  Arthur  felt  himself  in  the 
awkard  and  distressing  situation  of  not  having  it  in  his 
power,  for  want  of  the  concurrence  of  Governmeiit,  either 
to  bring  on  a  new  investigation  or  his  case,  and  prosecute 
Maum  for  perjury,  or  to  obtain  a  public  reversal  of  his  own 
sentence.  He-  determined  to  make  a  (iual  effort  toward 
a  public  exculpation,  and  he  again  took  the  liberty  of 
addressing  both  Mr»  Taylor  and  Mr.  Cooke  by  letter,  &t;»Uag 
his  request,  to  be  at  liberty  to  insert  in  the  Dublin  Nev^:s- 
,  papers  copies  of  Mr.  Secretary  Taylor  »  and  Cooke's  letters 
to  him,  herein  before  recited.  Mr.  Taylor  did  not  honor 
him  with  an  answer,  but  he  received  the  following  letter 
from  Mr.  Cooke. 

'   Sir, '  ;  •        Dublin  Castle,  18th  October,  1798. 

I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  letter.  I  should  rather 
wish,  under  the  present  circumstances,  that  no  publication 
should. appear.  1  thing  a  time  mpre  eligible  than  the  present 
day  arrive  for  any  publication,  and  I  shall  be  willing  on  a 
future  day  to  assist  yo'iir  wishes.  As  you  have  been  so  good 
to  defer  to  my  opinion,  1  have  taken  the  liberty  to  give  it 
you,  Avitbout  specifying  all  my  reasons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
To  Francis  Arthur,  Esq.  JE.  Cooke^ 

Mr.  Arthur  finding  that  Government  was  determined  to 
shut  up  every  avenue  to  his  justification  for  the  present, 
and  to  leave  him  under  the  impression,  that  he  was  liable 
to  be  arrested,  if  he  remained  in  Ireland,  obtained  the 
necessary  passport  and  embarked  fbr  England  with  his 
family,  on  the  25ih  October,  1798. 

County  of  Limerick,  ^  Martin  Ajthur,  of  the  City  of 
to  wit.  >  Limerick,  Merchant,  came  this  day 

, ^.     ,  ,  )  before  me,    one    of    his     Msj^esty's 

Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County,  and  voluntarily 
made  oath,  tliat  he  w#  present  at  the  commencement  of 
the  trial,  of  Francis  Arthur,  Esq.  of  Limerick,  before  a 
Court  Martial  in  said  city,  on  Saturday,  the  23d   day  of 

.  June  last,  on  a  charge  of  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  late 
rebellion ;  when  he  heard  William   Maum,  the  prosecutor 

'  on  said  trial,  swear,  "  that  he  the  said  Maura  met  the 
late  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  and  Counceilor  Sampson,  IQ 
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thiB  best  of  deponent's  recDilection  and  belief,  in  Dame* 
strefet,  at  the  time  of  the  pittbring  of  Finiierty,  that  He 
^iralked  with  thern  to  the  Press-odice,  arid  in  conversation 
with  Lord  Edtt^atd  Fitzgerald,  he  there  received  firotti  him 
two  letters  directed  to  Francis  Arthur  aforesaid,  one  a 
printed  circular  to  the  effect,  thiit  the  peoole  shotdd  rise  in 
March  to  isupersede  the  Government,  {(nd  elect  orie  more 
on  the  principles  of  liberty.  The  othei-  d  thanuscn|^t  or 
written  one,  treating  of  money  mattevs(..^  Thkt  immediately 
after  the  pilloring  of  Finiiferty,  he  ciiie  to  LimeriiEik  m 
the  two  d^y  Coach,  that  he  put  up  at  the  house  df  one 
Ahderson,  that  he  enquired  of  a  man  of  th6  hame*  6^  Waflfd, 
where  Mr.  Arthur  lived,  and  was  by  hiffi  itifdrta^d ;  that 
on  the  evening  of  the  day  he  arrived  in  town,  he  walked  out 
with  Anderson,  who  shewed  him  >yhere  Mr.  Arthur  lived ; 
'  ihat  it  was  dark,  he  rapped  at  tne  door, ,  a  ipai^-servant 

opened  it,  he  enquired  for  his  master  and  the  servaiit  :$;atled 
hnn  out;  that  the  said  Maum  then  delivered  at  the  Hall 
door  the  letters  he  received  from  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald ; 
that  he  opened  and  read  one  of  them,  and  said,  it  was  very 
well,  and  that  he  would  cpmpjy  with  the  purport;  tliat  he 
called  the  next  morning  and  was  informed  Mr.  Arthur  was 
out  with  his  corps  ;  he  believed  the  middle  pf  February  was 
the  time  he  delivered  the  letters ;  he  could  not  swear  that 
the  prisoaer  was  thq  person,  to  whOm  h^  deliyefefithein,  or 
could  he  particularize  th&  houise  he  called  at ;  that  shortly 
after  Uiis  period  of  his  evidence,  he,  this  dep0ueiit  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  court  by  Mr.  Sheriff  Webb,  (he  believes 
from  being  cokisidered  as  a  frieiid  to  the  prisoner^  and 
intended  to  be  produced  as  an  evidence  on  his  defence  ;  that 
.  on  Monday,  the  25tli  of  June,  when  in  company  with  other 
persons  in  a  room  at  ahliotel  opposite  the  Court-martial,  and 
m  expectation  of  being  called  on  to  give  evide^cfe,  and  with 
documents  intended  to  be  produced  in  F^Tdpnce,  this  depo- 
nent and  the  other  persons,  to  the  iiumbe**  of  ten  Or  twelve 
'  were  put  under  arrest,  the  house  firiirtit  and  rere  guankd  by 
sentinels,  with  orders  to  let  no  person  escape^  until  the 
breaking  up  of  the  court,  fas  dep<)nefet  h^rd  and  believes,) 
one  of  the  documents  intended,  ai¥d  then  deexHed  very 
material,  for  the  defence,  was  taken  by  ttie  Judge  Advocate, 
that  after  the  court  hud  closed  its  pr6teedAa^y  tht  eaid 
persons  were  brought  with  deponent  un^r  a  strong  guard 
before  the    court ;   that   they  >  were  stiled    by   the  C€|||U't  a 


RevoIulioBary  Committee  assembled  with  design  to  overawe 
its  proceedings^  and  very  narrowly  escaped  being  committed 
(as  deponent  believes  from  the  seeming  enraged  temper,  and 

language  of  the  court.) Sworn  beforie  me,  this  ^2d  day 

of  August,  1798. 

Martin  Arthur.  John  J^amson. 

County  of  Limerick,  ^     John  Creagh,  of  Waterville  in  the 
to  wit,  J^  County  of   Limerick,     Esq.    being 

-    ■  '  — )  solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evange- 

lists, deposeth,  that  he  was- present  on  the  trial  of  Francis 
Arthur  before  a  Court-martial  in  the  City  of  Limerick,  on 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June  last,  when  he  heard  William 
Maum,  the  prosecutor  on  said  trial,  swear,  that  he  received 
in  the  office  of  the  newspaper  called  the  Press,  in  tlie 
evening  of  the  dOth  day  of  JDecember  last,  being  the  day 
on  which  Peter  Finnerty  was  pillored  for  a  libel,  two 
letters. from  the  late  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  one  a  printed 
letter,  and  the.  other  a  mapuscript  letter,  directed  to  the  said 
Francis. Arthur,  with  directions  to  deliver  them  to  the  saiA 
Mr.  Arthur,  and  which  letters  he  swore  he  delivered  to 
Mr.  Arthur  at  the  door  of  his  House  in  Limerick,  on  the 
night  of  the  8th  day  of  January,  after  coming  a  circular 
journey  from  Dublin.— ^ Sworn  before  me  at  Saint  Francis 
Abbey,  in  the  County  of  Limerick,  the  7th  July,  1798|  a' 
Jnstice  of  the  peace  for  said  County. 

John  Creagh.  W»  HartntH, 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  Peter  Finnerty  was  pillored  in 
Green-is  tree  t,  in  the  City  of  of  Dublin,  on  (he  30th  day. 
of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
for  a  libel  on  Lord  Cambden,  and  that  the  said  Peter 
Finnerty  was  not  again  pillored  for  said  offence.  Dated 
this  25th  day  of  February,  1799. 

Tresham  Oregg, 
Gaoler  of  Newgate. 

County  of  Limeridk,  ^      Peter    Arthur,     of  the    City    of 
to  wit,'  >  Limerick,  Lmeu-draper,  and  Martin 

., 1...   ....■-.        ,  .  ■  3  Arthur  of  said  city,  Merchant,  came. 

tliis  diry  before  me,  aiid  resj^ectively  made  oath:  the.  said 
Peter  for 'himsfclfdeposeth,  that,' on  Monday,  tlie  2otl)  day 
of  June  last,  be  applied  to  Lieutenant  Maclean  of  th© 
54tb  Regiment)  (ttctnig  Judge  Advocate   on  tlie  trial  of 
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Fraficfs  Artliur,  of  said  city,  Esq.  before  a  Cdurt-tnartial  in 
s§iid  city),  that  he  requested  of  him,  to  grant  a  gummoos 
for  the  Keverend  Wiliiara  Dunn,  of  Charleville,  nho,  Mrs. 
j^rthur,  the  wite  of  said   Francis  Arthur,  understood  bad 
some  Hifonnation  material  for  the  the  prisoner ;  that  the 
Judaic  Advocate  replied,  it  could  then  be  but  oJF  little  use 
as   the    defence   was   closed,  but  if  Colonel   Cockell,   the 
Assjfttunt   Adjutant   General  of  the  district,    sent  him  an 
order,   he    would  grant     one ;    Martin    Arthur     aforesaid 
depo^eth,    that   being   informed  of  the   Judge -Advocate'* 
answJlT,  us  belore  sliited,   he  applied  to  Colonel  Cockell  to' 
to  grant.a  s-vmimons  for  the   Rev!  AVilliam  Dunn,   and  he 
■  bielieves  a  pass  for  this  deponent,  to  go  to  Charleville  ;  that 
Colonel    Cockell   refused  to  grant  one  or  both,  and  told 
deponent,  it  was  then  to  no  purpose,  as  tjie  proceeding  of 
tire    Court-martial  was  closed,   and   sentence    pa$sed,  on 
\^hich  deponent  observed,  that  surely  he  must  be  as  wiUiog 
to  receive  evidence  for  Mr.  Arthur,  a3  against  him;  that 
Colonel  Cockell  persisted  in  refusing  his  application  ;   that 
deponent  apprehensive,  that  som^  fatal  event  migjit  befall 
Mr.  Arthur  on  the  following  day,  and  expecting  tp  obtain 
evidence  that  might  avert  it,  he,  this  deponent  set  out  for 
Charleville  on  the  evening  of  j;he  said  twenty-fifth  day  of 
June  last,  acconipanied  by  two  gentlemen  in  a  chaise,  and 
without  either  pass  or   summons;  that,   in  order  to  avoid 
a  yeomanry  garrison,  quartered  at  the  village  of  BrufF,  he 
took  a  circuit,  and   arrived  at  Charleville  about  three  or 
four  o'clock   in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth   day  of 
June  last;  that  he  called  on  the  R^v.  William  Dunn,  anc} 
explained   to  him  the  motives  and  necessity  for  disturbing 
him  at  tliat  early   hour,  and   requested  he  would  bring  to 
his  recoUectiori  any  circumstance,  which  might  contradict 
the  evidence  of  his  late  ush^r,  William  Maum,  (who  was 
brought  forward  as  Inforlner,  against,  or  prosecutor  of  said* 
-  Francis  Arthur),  and  which  evidence  was  in  part  stated  by 
this  deponent ;  that  the  said  Mr.  Dunn  went  to  a  book-case 
in  his  parlour  and  took  thereout  a  note  or  ticket,  whicjii  he 
inentioned  to  be  in  the  hand  writing  of  and  to  have  ipeceived 
from  said  Maum,  dated,  to  the  best  of  deponent's  recollec- 
tion, Church  town,    1st  January,  1798  ;  that  he  related  to 
deponent  a  conversation  >  he  recollected  to  have  had  with 
,    said   Maum   in    Charleville,  on    Sunday  mprning  the  SIst 
pf    December,  one   thousand   seven  hundred  and  qinety- 
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^even  ;  that  deponent  considering  these  circumstances  to  be 
in  direct  contradiction  to  vihat  this  deponent  heard  said 
Maum  swear  before  the  said  court,  on  Saturday^  die  23d 
day  of  Juue  last,  to  wit,  tliat  be,  the  said  Maum,  received 
from  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  in  Dublin,  on  the  day  on 
which  Peter  Finnerty,  printer  of  a  paper  stiled  the  Press, 
was  pallored  for  a  libel,  and  which  day,  as  deponent  read  it\ 
different  newspapers,  was  the  thirtieth  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  this  deponent 
requested  of  said  Mr.  Dunn,  to  come  with  him  immediately  ' 
to  Limerick,  to  which  he  chearfuliy  assented ;  that  diey 
arrived  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  on  siiid  morning  of 
the  twenty-sijkth  day  of  June,  and  that  this  deponent 
understood  said   Mn    Dunn    made   an  affidavit,  at   length 

of  the  circumstances  mentioned. Sworn  before  me,  this 

20th  day  of  February,    1799>  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  County  of  Lii^i^rick. 

Peter  Arlhuf .  John  Adamson^ 

Martin.  Arthur. 

*  '    .  •  '         -■ .' 

County  of  Limerick,  ^      Silvester  Halloran,  of  the  City  of 

to  wit,  > Limerick,  nailor,  came  this  day  be-' 

r-  )  fore  me,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices 

of  the  peace  for  said  County,  and  voluntarily  made  oath, 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  and  saith,  that 
Of^  the  evening  o^  the  twenty  lifth  day  of  June  la^t,  Mr.. 
Martin  Arthur,  Mr.  Francis  Wilkinson,  and  another  gentle- 
man unknown  to  deponent,  left  Limerick  in  his  chaise  for 
Cbarleyille,  as  deponent  heard  and  believdjj ;  that  about 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  moming  of  the  tvventy-sixlh  of  June, 
George  Smith,  Esq.  Recorder  of  said  city,  cjiled  on,  and 
informed  this  deponent  that  General  Morrison  ordered 
deponent  to  attend  him  ;  that  deponent  accordingly  accom- 
panied the  Recorder  to  the  General,  who  exjunined  him 
as  to  hiring  his  chaise,  and  the  persons  who  left  town  the 
preceding  day,  tliat  deponent  mentioned  the  names  of  the 
persons  aforesaid,  but  was  ignorant  of  that  of  the  third 
person,  who  accompanied  ihem,  nor  had  he  been  apprised 
whefQthe  chaise  was  going,  that  it  was  obiter  ved  by  the 
Recorder  as  an  extraordinary  circumstance,  tliat  deponent 
should  hire  a  chaise  without  knowing  who 'the  person  was 
that  wctifAi  it,  or  ^vhere  it- M'W  intended  to  go  to-  tliat 
deponent  replied,  that  it  >vas  frequently'  klbne,"wlie|i  *the 
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proprietor  icyf  carriages  had  confidferice  iii  the  ^e^lfediatt> 
jvfho  applied  ior  them,  and  deponetit  liienti^irted  art  itistimce^ 
-^fhen  he  g^ve  a  chaise  te>  the  R^c'order  himself,  without 
aby  previous  jBiKjuiry,  as  to  the  joiiriiey  or  the  dhjeet  of 
it^  aiKl  which  the  keeorder  aklroitteil,  that  the  General 
observe<}  to  depotient,  that  he  underStobd  depoiftent  tva^ 
jmch  itfeched  tg  the  Arthurs,  and  that  dppdneitt  art3#ferei| 
l^  \va&  very  much  so;  that  deponent  was  otdercd  to  the 
gilard  house  ^nd  from  thence  removed^  to  the  liiawhfefliea 
prison^  until  the  Geffieral  should  b0  infoi^iiied,  whd  the  thitd 
person  *ras,-  and  tlie  objept  of  their  j6urney,  ahd  that  di»po* 
pent  was  tonfiwed  until  ten  o'clock  in  tftre  kisorning^  of  tft^ 
twenty-seventh  iJay  of  Jiine  last.^r-r^S^i^^n  before  me,  the 
0th  day  of  February,    1799. 

Silvester  Hal  loran.'  Perct  ^fthdftifi 

Williana  Scnnott^  of  the  City  of  Dublihy  came  t^  dajf 
jbefore  me,  and  maketh  oath  upon  the  Hojj  lEvai^lJatts, 
that  he  was  in  Limerick  on  Monday  the  tiventy-^fiflh  of  Jiitie, 
last  past,  a  part  of  which  tJay  he  was  present  at  the  Court-, 
martial  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Fraiicis  Arthur,  daring  M-htcb' 
time,  Wm.  Maum,  an  evidence  against  the  prfeoner,  was 
called  into  couit,  an^'Wjlliaip  Sennott  soleipny  svveafi^  lh"at| 
to  the  best  of  fefe  knowledge  and  bfeliefj  the  afor^^id 
William  Mauni  swpre,  that  he  was  in  Dublin  on  the  day  ott 
which  Finnerty  was  pill  bred,  the  night  of  whi<?h  /day  ^  ridfj 
took  plpce  in  Dame-street,  in  whicl|*ript  some  petsons  were 
followed '  into  an  apothecarie's  in  Dame-strteet  by  some 
soldiers,  afnd  William  Sennott  further  swears  to  the  besft  of 
-his  knowledge  and  belief,  that,  as  far  as  be  could  judge  of 
the  utility  of  this  testimony  of  Willjani  Maum  it  w^as  tq 
ascertain  the  time,  when  Maum  stated  his  being  in  Dublin, 
previous  to  hi^  coming  to  Limerick,  when  Jie/ Maum,  stated 
to  have  delivered  Mr.  Arthur  certain  papers,  apd  the  court 
did  then  apparently  agree,  that  the  day  wa?  the  30th  Dec. 
1797/  having  looked  over  some  newspapers  to  find  thfB  day 
when  Finnerty  ivz^  pillored-r— Sw^oin  o^fore  me  this  20tl| 
July,  1798,  in  Cork.  *  ^         -  .  -      . 

William  Sennott,  Jasper  Lucas. 

Copies  of  two  notes  by  Mrs.  Arthur,  in  answer  to  hex 
written  applications  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Darby,  on 
Sunday,  the  24th  June  1,798.  *  " 

Mrs.  Arthur's  first  was  to  request  a  copy  of  the  miniitp. 
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Lieutenant  Colonel  Darby  is  sorry  it  is  not  in  his  power 
to  comply  with  Mrs.  Arthur's  reouest  respecting  the  minutes 
of  the  proceedings  of  ibe  Court-martial. 

Sunday  Morning, 
Mrs.  Arthur's  second  note  stated  the  certainty  of  obtain- 
ing evidence,  very  material  on  the  defence  of  Mr.  Arthur, 
from  Charlevillp,  if  the  defence  could  be  put  oflf  till 
Tuesday,  and  stating  the  impedimeut  of  the  fair  of  Spancillr 
hill  rendering  it  impossible  to  procure  the  attendance  of 
witnesses  on  Monday. 

Colonel  Darby's  compliments  to  Mr8>  Arthur,  is  sorry 
bis  particulate  situation  obliged  him  to  return  the  answer  be 
did  by-  b^r  servant,  respecting  tile  patting  off  die  trial,  i% 
does  not  <le{>end  upon  him ;  General  Morrison  is  the  perfi(<Mi,' 
tb  whom  application  should  be  made. 

County  of  Limerick,  ^      Matthew  Hare,  of  the  Town  of 
to  wit :  >Tipperary,  Gentleman,  Permanent- 

, . J  Serjeant  of  the  Clanwilliam  Cavalry, 

comiiianded  bv  Lord  Viscount  Mathew,  came  this  day  before 
nxe,  one  of  His  Majest/s  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Co. 
of  Limerick,  and  voluntarily  made  oath,  that  on  or  about 
die  98th  day  of  M^  last,  having  gone  to  Clonmell  with  a 
detachmjent  of  his  Corps  to  escort  prisoners,  he  received 
into  his  custody  from  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Tipperaiy,  Williani  Maum,  a  prisoner  cony^^ted  of  trea* 
;^onable  practices,  and  then  on  his  way  with  other  convicts  to 
Duncanourfort,  under  sentence  of  transportation,  and  who 
afterwards  appeared  as  prosecutor  of  Francis  Arthur,  Esq. 
before  a  Court-u^artial  in  the  City  of  Limerick  on  tbe  25tii 
day  of  Junta  last,  that  at  the  time  of  receiving  said  Maum 
into  charge,  jt  was  intimated  to  him,  that  he  was  a  person 
who  was  giving  material  information  for  Government,  and 
jthat  he  received  orders  from  the  High  Sheriff,  to  treat  him 
^ith  i^diilgpnce,  and  to  deliver  him  up  with  a  transmit 
>vaf*^nt  to  Cpjonel  Foster,  in  Tipperary ;  that  he  accord* 
f^gly  complied  with  his  orders ;  ^at  the  said  Maum  dined, 
and  speQt  the  evening  with  Colonel  Foster,  ia  Tipperary ; 
that  about  ten  o  clock,  at  night  deponent  was  sent  for  by 
Colonel  Fosber,  and  received  his  orders^  to  take  charge  of 
^aid  Maum  in  a  chaise  and  four,  a^d  deliveiihim  up  to 

eeneral  Duff,  or  in  his  absence  I0  G^^neral  Mojrison,'  in 
imerick,    which  orders  were    complied    with,    and  the 
l^aid    IV^aiim  deliverec}  to  General  Morrjson  at  his  loc)? 
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gings  on  ArthurVquay^  on  or  about  the  morning  of 
the  QQth  May  last ;  that  on  the  journey  from  Tipper^ry  to 
Limerick,  and  not  before  he  mentioned  the  names  of  Doctor 
Hargrove,  Mr.  Arthur  and  Doctor  Ross  among  other  names, 
as  persons,  against  whom  he  was  to  inform ;  that  as  to  Mr. 
Arthur,  he  had  never  seen  him,  but  suspected  he  was  in  the 
secrets  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  and  should  therefore 
be  confined  during  the  prei^ent  disturbance ;  that  it  was  his 
opinion,  on  that  account,  he  would  not  be  brought  to  tri^I, 
but *be  transmitted  to  Dublin,  and  confined  there;  that  he, 
Maura,  further  declared  in  conversation  as  aforesaid,  that 
he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him,  to  convict  as  many  persons  as 
he  could,  from  the  as8uraj]M;es  made  to  him  by  the  High 
S^ieriff  of  Ae  County  of  Tipperary,  and  by  Colonel  Foster 
^for^aid,  .that  by  the  General's  desire,  this  deponent  re* 
mained'  in  private  with  the  said  Maum  at  the  General's 
lodgings  aforesaid,  until  Doctor  Hargrove  and  Mr.  Arthur 
were  apprebi^nded,.  that  they  had  the  Geherars  permission 
to  amuse  thefmselves  with  his  books,  &.c.  that  isaid  Maum 
called  for,  and  received  from'  the  Gjeneral's  man,  peii,  ink 
and  paper,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Peppard,  in  Limerick, 
which  letter  has  been  produced  on  said  trial ; .  that  depo- 
nent attended  said  trial  on  Monday  the  25th  day  of  June 
hist,  in  obedience  to  a  summons  from  the  acting  Judge 
Advocate;  that  aftef  giving  evidence  as  to  some  of  the. 
aforesaid  JFacts,  he  was  ordered  by  the  Presid^it,  Cdlone| 
Darley,  to  attend  the  General  at  the  evening  parade  ;  that, 
attending  as  ordered,  he  was  ordered  by  General  Morrison 
into  gaol ;  that,  however,  the  Aid  de  Camp  seemmg  to  feel 
the  hardship  of  his  case,'put  deponent  into  the  guard  houses 
that  on  Tuesday  the  26th  of  June,  deponent  was  put  on 
his  trial  before  the  said  court,  and  charged  with  a  breach 
of  trust,  in  admitting  the  informer  Maum  tq  write  the- 
fetter  aforesaid  ;  that  after  said  charge  was  taken  down  by 
"■  the  court,  and  without  any  evidence,  or  examination,  he 
was  remanded  to  pris6n,'ahd  there  confined,  until  about  5 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  'ibtrrsday,  the  28th  day  of  June, 
when  he  was  infbrnfred,  that  he  \vas  dismissed  the  service, 
and  thereby  deprived  of  his  appoil^tment  of  Permanent-ser- 
jeant  to  the  aforesaid  coi'ps,  fliat  deponent  heard,  anrf 
l»elieves^  attempts  had  bteh  mnd^'io  deprive  him  of  arf 
toiployttterrt  he  h6ld§  iri'  the  revenue,  in  consequerrce  of 
bikving  bdrnJe  forward  In  thfe  defence  of  Mr.  Arthur,  tvhoni 


.  >    • . 
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« 

he  considers  an  injured  and  persecuted  person ;  that  oa 
deponent's  return  to  prison  from  the  court,  after ,  being 
charged  as  aforesaid,  and.  in  custody  of  Sheriff  Llojfdj. 
deponent  complained,  that  a  lojal  subject  should  be  so 
cruelly  treated,  when  Sheriff  Lloyd  informed  deponent,  ijt 
was  not  in  consequence  of  having  allowed  Maum  to  write 
the  letter,  but  tor  appeanng  so  sanguine  for  Arthur^ 
deponent  observed  he  gave  his  evidence  in  consequence  of 
the  summons  he  received  from  the  court,  and  supposed, 
if  he  had  disobeyed  the  summons,  he  would  also  have  been 
punished.  "  JNo,"  answered  Sheriff  Lloyd,  ^*  had  you 
remained  at  home  the  court  would  have  overlooked  it,"  or- 
words  to  that  effect.  Deponent  replied,  then  I  suppose, 
the  man  would  have  been  hanged.  ^  J'he  Sheriff  answered,. 
'^  no  doubt,  he  would."  Deponent  swears,  that  Mr.  Arthur 
and  his  family  were  total  strangers -to  deponent,  and  to  the 
best  of.  his  belief,  he  never  saw  Mr.  Ai'^hur  until  the  d^y 
of  his  evidence  before  the  Court  Martial ;  deponent  s wears 
he  was  influenced  by  no  motites  in  his  evidence  aforesaid  or 
in  this  affidavit,  other,  than  those,  which  should  actuate^ 
an  honest  man  to  promote  the  ends  of  Justice.— ——Sworn 
before  me,  at  Samt  Francis  Abbey,  in  the  County  of 
JLimerick,  this  4th  September,  179B. 

Mathew  Hare.  Morgan  (fDwyer. 

County  of  Limerick,  ^     Thomas    Hare  of   the  town    of 

to  wit,  VTipperary,  gentleman,  came  this  day 

.------~^— — — )  before    me,    one    of  his    Majesty's 

Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  and  voluntarily  made  . 
oath,    that,  on    Wednesday,  the  twenty-seventh  day  June 
last,  he  came  from  Tipperary  to  Limerick  in  consequence 
of  having  heard,  that  his  father,    Mr.  Mathew  Hare  had 
been,  by  order  of  General  Morrison,  committed  to  prison, 
that  on  Thursday  the  £8th  June,  be  waited  on  General 
Morrison,  with  aJetter  from  Lord  Viscoimt  Mathew;  and 
a  ipemorial  on  the  part  of  the  said  Mathevt^  Hare,  to  which 
memorial  the  General  paid  no  attention ;  that  in  the  cottrsd^    ' 
of  said  day,  the  Assistant  Judge  Advocate,  ^hbtn^^pdneilt' 
had  seen  at  General  MonisonV  jodgibgs,,  iii^t^l}e{ibhent'ih' 
the'  street,  and  enquired  df  hiiA^  'if  feis^'fiEitb^f  ftid*  bfedtt 
discharged,  iiifotining  liim  lit  tifa^'^^afiatn&'timfe,'  A^st  bythe 
sreiitence  of^th^  Court-miirtiaS,.^l«fc.wk8  disiftisisfed  flife icrviee^- 
fis-  PfTiTnanent^serjeant  pf  a'^yedArtralrj-  eoi^;  and  ;tbM  Iti^; 

■''  '.      ■>•"»  1.  »■  '••tl»<»'<'ii:''     «■'"••'■  •■  !•»• 
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oMisidarcd  be  had  t  good  escape;  and  learning  from  depo* 
nenV  that  his  fioid  father  was  still  in  prison^  he,  the  Judge 
Advocate,  said  it  was  owing  to  some  mistake,  as  his  di&- 
charg^  had  been  given  out  in  garrison  orders  that  morning, - 
and  referred  deponent  to  Colonel  Cockeil,  the  Assistanl; 
.  Adjutant  General,  deponent  applied  in  consequence  to 
Gotonel  Cockell,  who,  about  4  o'clock  on  said,  day  sent 
an  order  to  liberate  said  Mathew  Hare ;  that  deponent  in 
conversation  with  *him,  observed,  the  charge  agakist  bis 
said  father,  of-admitttng  William  Maum,  a  prisoner  in 
his  custody,  to  write  a  letter  while  in  custody,  arose,  if  any 
\t^  criminal,  rather  from  an  ignorance  of  strict  military 
duty;  lAian  from  any  intended  breach  of  it;  to  M'hich  obser- 
vation' Oolbnel  Cockell  i^med  to  assent,  saying  at  the 
sMfe  time,  it  was  ^  ^eridUs  bneeoh  of  tmst,  fdrthe  letter 
which  th^  said^.  Mathew  Hare  idl6w^  'said  William  Mauni, 
(Ae  ihforttter  aforesaid)  to- write,   nvas  die  circumstance 

whicfc  saved  the  life  of  the  said  Francis  Arthur,- Sworn 

before '  in46,  at    Saint  Francis  Abbey,    i^    tbe  County  of 
Limerick, 'lliis  4th  day  of  October,  1797. 
Tho^iis  Hare.     '  Morgan  O^Dwyer.  » 

Copy  of  the  Right  Rev.  Thomas  Bernard,  Jjord  Bisho)> 
of  Limerickfb  Jbtter  toMrs.  Arthur  respectii^  his  application 
to  Major  General  Edward  Morrison.  ^ 

To  Mxs.Arthurj,  ' 

The  Bishop  of  Limerick  has  communicated  her  letter 
to  Major  Gcnearal  Morrison  ths  evening,  and  it  jti  with  much 
concern,  he  iiuds  himself  under  ^he  jpakiful  iiecessity  of. 
acquainting  her.  that  the  Genera]  xiecTines  postponing  the 
process  of  the  Court'-martial  till  Tuesday.  He  says,  that 
it  wg^  at  Mr.  i^irtbur's  desire,  that  the  trial  did  mot  proceed 
ofiS^Uinday,  as  is  usual  on  such  occasions;  but  was'  ad- 
jqiirjid,  till  Monday,  in  ord^r  t»^  give  hiip,tM!np,,tb  jprepare- 
h^i/llef«jcf,,.ff  A  ,|iia^  iijB  cao^pt..;;i^Qyi|ii.tl^^  Caurt  any 
.  Iqng^^  J  lie  ,  ^tqste^  jf^iie  ctruth :  ojf  j;.4oTmpfA'9w  's ;  being  the 
<W3^^ jW jfliidi j^e  jgfej^te^ij;  fajtfjj j) ilhe.next  eoju ^fy  was  to  be 
l\i^dfifiniiiti^^ryvBAj^s\^^^  the.^9tJ4}tieui,.  W: 

ns^. pf  .^ji^sij^,  iV;%is<nc^^9y i%iot|,,  to, atj^ndit,  .v hic|l 
n^ght  dej^  ]\|i;, :AEthui:,'s  AYJjtr^ss^ij  but  tl^^i  jconeider^lipo 

^im>rp  \hy^  w^^.*^¥  mm^9^  \(i^m^^^b  .hpPi^r^^^ 

Mr.  Arthur's  cause  may  not  b^  preiudiceq  by  ijie  ^bse^g^ 


y 


of  atiy  iYiafevidI  Wkn^s^^  add  that  he  may  be  able  to  con- 
vince his  Judges  of  his  innocenee  of  tfe^  chaise,  :\yithoat 
their  assistai^e  ,  \vhbever  thef  be,  as  the  court-mai^iai  now 
sitting  have  hitherto  given  th^  icause  of  the  bemused  ev^ry 
fair  stnd  reasonable  itidulgefice.  i 

Sunday-night,  half  pa»t  tefti,  ^th' J^tie^  1798. 

County  of  Limerick,  >     The     Bev.     William    Dunn,    of 
to  wit.  >Charleville  in  the  County  of  Cork, 

^ — — ^  5  Master  of   the   CharlevilJe   School, 

being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  be  had  in  his  employment,,  fis 
assistant  or  usher,  William  Maum  of  Charleville  aforesaid, 
who,  he  understands,  lately  appeared  a9  evidence  on  the 
trial  of  Francis  Arthur,  of  Lamerick,  for  a  considerable 
time  before,  and  some  months  subsequent  to  the  first  of 
Japnary  last ;  that  he  saw  said  Maum  in  the  streets  *  of 
Charlemle  siibresaid,  on  the  Slst  day  of  December  last, 
and  th^n  and  there  had  a  conversation  with  him,  th«  said 
WiHiam  Maum,  m  which  he  mentioned  his  intention  >6f 
going  Aottly  to  Dublin,  th^t  he>  deponent  received  a 
note  from  said  Madin  the  next  day,  in  the  bandwritiiig  of 
tratd  M^m7  with*  vi^ich  dieponent  k  well  acquamted,  which 
note  is  still  io  th^  possession  of  said  deponent,  and  of  which 
the  iFbllowing  is  a  true  copy;  **  Sir,  Church  town,  January, 
'*  7th  179^,  I  shOiild  be  exceedmgly  thankful  to  you,  if 
"  ybii  c[Otfld  convenrently  send  toe  by  bearer  two  guineas^  to 
^*  assist  nfie  in  defraying  my  expiencefe  to  Dtiblin,  as  I  intend 
'*  to  go  off  to-morrow,  which  shall  be  gratefully  remembered 
** '  by  your  btfmble  servant. 

fViHiam  MatmJ* 
And  that  iti  compHance  with  said  note^  he,  deponent  sent 
by  bearer  two  guineas,  which  he,  the  said  William  Mautn, 
afterwards  ackuo\y]edged  to  have  received  ;  deponent  fiictber 
saith,  that  Churchtown,  from  whence  the  above  note  is 
dated,  is  a  viliage  situated  about  six  miles  from  Charleville, 
on  the  side  of  Charleville  most  remote  from  Limerick.— 
Sworn  before  me,  at  Saiint  Francis  Alibey,  in  the  County  of 
.Limerick,  the  2(Jth  day  of  June,   1798. 

John  Creagh, 

William  Dunn.  A  Magistrate  for  said  County 

• 

County  of  Cork,!     Oeorge  Crofts,  Esq.  of  Cburchterwu 

to   \vit,  >  in  'the   County  of  Cork,  mak<^th   oath, 

— .i.; — i-)  saith,    th^t  WilHam  Maum/ late  usher 
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to  the  Rev.  William  Dunh^  of  Charl^ville,  on  Saturday, 
:  die  23d  day  of  December  la&t,  came  flo  deponent's  house  at 
€3mrchtown  aforesaid,  distant  from  CharleviUie  aforesaid, 
about  six  mile8^:aftd  that  said  William  Maum  remained  at 
deponent's  house,  at  Churchtown  aforesaid,  from  the  said 
£3d  day  of  December  until  the  3d  day  of  January  last, 
deponenth  saith,  that  the  said  Maum  came  to  deponent  s 
house  in  consequence  of  an  invitation  from,  deponent  to 
him,  to  come  along  with  deponent's  son,  who  then  came 
home  from  the  school  of  the  said  ReVi  William  Dunn 
to  Christmas. — = — Sworn  before  me,  this*  28th  day  of 
*june,-1798i 

George  Crofts.     ,  JL.  BaiweiL 

A  Magistrate  for  the  said  County  of  Cork. 

■         ,'>  '         . 

County  of  Limerick,  ^    Jame;?  Gubbins,  of  Kenmares-castle 
to  wit.  >in  the  County   of    Limeri^,    Esq. 

■  ■•  ■•^■■-.  r"  >  voluntarily  maketh  oath,  that  he,  on 

his  return  from  the  County  of  Kerry,  on  the  29th  day  of 
December  last,  called  at  the  house  of  George  Crofts  of 
Churchtown,  in  the  County  of  Corky  £sq.  that  he  then 
and  there  saw  and  dined  in  company  widi  William  Maum, 
late  of  Charleville,  Gei>tlem9n,  who,  as  deponent  heard 
and  believes,  appeared  as  a  prosecutor  of  Francis  Arthur, 
of  the  city  of  Limericky  Merchant,  on  Monday,  the  25th 
of  June  instant,  on  a  trial  before  a  Court-martial,  in  the 
City  of  Limerick,  deponent  saith,  he  lay  at  the  house  of 
said  George  Crofts  on  th^  night  of  the  said  29th  day  of 
Deceipber  last,  and  that  he  the  next  morning  saw  and 
breakfasted  with  the  said  William  Maum,  who  remained  at 
said  house  after  this  deponent.  «--«^  Sworn  before  me,  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists,  at  Hospital,  in  said  County,  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1798. 

James  Gubbins.^  William  Ryves. 

A  Justice  of  the  Peace  fpr  said  County 

.         ■  •         .  .    

County  of  Cork,^     John  Ellard,  Woodranger  to  George 

to   wit.  >  Crofts,  Esq.  Churchtown,  m  the  County 

>  of  Cork,  maketh  oath  and  saith,  that  he 


gave  William  Maum,  late  usher  to  the  Rev.  William  Dunn 
of  Charleville,  two  rabbits,  at  deponent's  house  in  Church- 
town, on  his,  the  said  William  Maum  leavmg  the  house  of 
George  Crofts,  Esq,  aforesaid,  deponent  saitii>  that  he 
went  afew  days  after  to  Charleville,  for  drugs  fpr  his  wife 


to  the  hoUsQ>icrf.  Jwie«  Donnegan,  apothecarj^,  <by  •  of dtf 
of  said  George  Crofts^  Esq.  mid  there  met  die  said  William 
.Maum  in  the  street,  and.demanided  the>two  skins,  belonging 
to  the  rabbits  deponeint  .gave  him  at  Ghurchtown,  \«'hen 
the  said  William  Maum  told  him  he  had  not  them  ;  deponent 
saithy  that  he  is  certain  it  was  on  the  sixth- day  of  Januar 
last,  from  the  circumstance  of  the. '.  drugs  being  entered  on 
that  day  to  the  acQount  of  the.  said  George  :^Crofts,  Esq. 
in  the  book  of  the  3^  James  Donnegan ;  deponent  fupth^r 
saith,  that  he,,  the  said  William.  Maum,  desired  tdeponent 
not  to  mention  on  bis  return  to  Chnrcfatown,  :tfa»c  he  saw        ~  ' 

him. Sworn  before  me^  this  fiQth  ttey.of  June,  1798;  •" 

John  Ellard..  ;  .    •;        -  L.  Batmtt. 

'  '  t  .■  .  .    •  ;       ■  t  ■ 

County  of  Limerick,  Y     Maurice  Sneehy,   shoe-maker,  of 
to  wit,  >Rathke4,  in  the  County  of  Xdmerick^ 

J  pame  b0f9re  me  this  day,  and  made 


oatli  on   the    Holy- Evangelii^ts,  .  and  salth,   that  William 

"Maum,  of  Charleville,  usher^  in  the  County  of  Cork,  waji 

in    deponeiU's  company    wit|i.  a    serjeant  of  the  Tyrone 

"Militia,    and  olherc,.   at   the  h.ouse   pf    Edward   Downs, 

Publican  in  Rathkeal,.to  the  b§st  cjf  deponent's  recollection, 

one  or  two  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  Tyrone  militia  in 

J^athkealj  which  was  on  the  6th  day  of  January  last,  th?it 

the.  said  William  Maum  slept  at  .deponent's  house  daring 

ithe  tiine  of  his  stay  at  Rathke^l,   deponent  fiirths^r  saitb, 

that  the  said  William  Maiim  mentioned  at  his  departure  to 

deponent,  that  he  the  said  William  Maum  was  going  to 

Limerick Sworn  before  me,  in  Rathkeal,  the  29th  day 

of  June,  1798,  a  Magistrate  for  the  County  of  Limerick. 
Maurice  Sheehy.  George  Leake,  jun* 

Letter  froin  Wm.  Gorman,  Esq.  to  Mr.  Arthur,  stating 
his  conversation  with  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke,  in  respect  to 
the  prosecution,  authenticated  by  Affidavit.  . 

My  dear  Uncle,  X)ublin,   i5tb  October,   1798. 

After  the  various  and  daily  attendance'  I  have  had  on 
Mr.  S^retary  Cooke,  to  obtain  an  answer  to  your  letters, 
requesting  leave  to  prosecute  William  Maum,  I  am  happy 
at  length  to  have  it  ni  my  power,  to  enclose  you  one  from 
him,  whivh  I  cannot  but  thmk,  coming  from  such  a  quarter 
satisiacioiy  ill  tlie  extreme,  in  addition  to  the  inclosed,.! 
.had  a  good  deal  of  conversation  with  Mi*.  Cooke,  upon  the 


fUbject  6f.4he  pn>8Ccuttoaagaingty<»a>  »tf  Wbicb  be  ^ifortned 
aiey  that  he  had  himself  examkiefcl  Manm,  as  to  the  evidence 
given  by  him  on  the  Court-martial,  and  that^  hey-M^Qm, 
endeavoured  to  make  out  iome  plausible  Btorj,  and  to  recon- 
cile his  evidence  agimst  you,  but'  that  from  cireunistance^y 
tvhich  were  within  Mr.  Cooke's  ovm  knowledge,  lie  knew 
bin^  to  be  a  perjured  villain,  and  that  almost  every  word  lie 
swore  was  &lse,  in  addition  td  thiS)  he  informed  me,  that 
he  was  certain,  that  no  commission  haid  ever  been  isstled  by 
,tb«  late  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  appointing  ofbcers  in  the 
rebel  army^  and  ihat  Maum'^  evidence  tesftifying,  that  he  had 
received  one  from  his  Lordship,  coiild  ifiot  be  true ;  Mr. 
Cooke  also  stated  to  me,  that,  if  you  wished  to  make  any 
/  enquiries  respecting  X^rd  Edward  Fitzgerald,  you  might 

learn  every  particular  concerning  him,  how,  and  when  he 
passed  his  time,  day  after  day,  for  many  months  previous  to 
his  been  taken  up,  by  making  application  to  Mr.  Samuel 
Nelson,  late  editor  of  one  of  the  public  papers,  and  who 
is  now  confined  in  one  of  die  prisons  or  this  city ;  from 
j^ch  circumstance  no  doubt  can  be  entertained,  that  every 
investigation  and  enquiry  have  been  made  respecting  your 
'  ,  conduct  during  the  late  unhappy  troubles ;  and  it  b  I  think 
no  small  satisfaction  to  have  it  recorded  under  the  hand  of 
a  person  holding  the  situation  Mr.  Cooke  does,  that  the 
Oiily  material  witness,  that  could  be  found  to  appear  against 
you,  was  a  perjured  villain,  and  he,  Mr^  Cooke  never  h^ard 
your  character  aspersed  by  any  oae  else. 
'  I  am  dear  Uncle, 

Your  very  affectionate  nephew, 
To  Francis  Arthur,  Esq.  tVm.  Uorman. 

Williaift  Gorman,  of  Brioad-street,  in  the  City  of  London, 
\geTit1eraan,  maketh  oath,  and  saith,  that  the  particulars  of 
^e  conversation  between  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke  and  this 
deponent  contained  in  a  letter  (of  which  the  foregoing  is  a 
copy)  are  true— —Sworn  before  me,  at  the  MansioB-house, 
an  the  City  of  London,  the  12th  day  of  August,  1799- 
William  Gorman.  R.  C.  Glyn,  Mcti/or,' 

London^  J  Before  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Price^  Esq. 
to  wit,  5  Lord  Mayor  for  the  time  being,  and  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  City. of 
London,  personally  came  and  appeared  on  the  day  of  the 
date  here  under  written.    Francis  Arthur,  latg  of  Arthur's 
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quay,  in  the  liberties  of  the  City  of  Limerick,  in  Ireland^ 
at  present  residing  in  Manchester-square,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex,  in  England,  merchant,  and  Katharine  Arthur 
and  Maria  Arthur,  daughters  of  the  said  Francis,  and  Ellen 
his  wife,  and  several Jy  made  oalh  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  God  as  follows,  to  wit,  and  first  the  deponent  i 
Francis  Arthur  for  himself  deposeth,  and  saith,  that,  he, 
this  deponent  is  not  n,ow,  nor  never  was,  a  member  of  the 
society  called  United  Irishmen,  or  of  any  other  society 
whatsoever  inimical  to  his  present  Majesty  King  George 
the  third,  or  to  the  constitution  of  this  country,  as  by  law 
established,  and  that  he  this  deponent  was  not  personally 
acquainted  with  or  received  any  letter,  or  letters,  from,  nor 
ever  held  any  correspondence  or  intercourse  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  with  the  late  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  and  the  said  three  other  deponents  Ellen  Arthur, 
Katharine  Arthur,  and  Maria  Arthur,  each  speaking  for 
herself  only,  and  not  one  for  the  other  or  others  of  them^ 
severally,  depose  and  say,  that  they  these  deponents  never 
heard,  previous  to  tlie  arrest  of  the  said  Francis  Arthur,  nor 
do  they  believe,  that  the  said  Frs^ncis  Arthur,  ever  knew, 
or  held  any  intercourse,  or  correspondence  whatsoever,  by 
letter  or  otherwise,  with  the  late  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
or  that  the  said  Francis  Arthur  had  any  connexion  with  him, 
directly  or  indirectly  all  which  the  said  deponents  each 
speaking  for  himself  and  herself  only,  as  aforesaid,  do  most 
solemnly  declare  to  be  true,  upon  the  oath  by  them  taken, 

as  God  shall  help  them  respectively All  four  sworn  thi^ 

29th  day  of    November,    1802,    at    the    Mansion-house, 
London,  before  me, 

Francis  Arthur,  Price,  Mayor. 

Ellen  Arthur, 

Katharine  Arthur, 

Maria  Arthur. 

The  original  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  I9 
now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Arthur,  and  was  received  in 
Limerick,  by  Thomas  Francis  Wilkinson,  Eaq.  by  the 
regular  post  from  Cove,  near  Cork,  in  consequence  of  w  hich 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  Mr.  Martin  Arthur,  and  Mr.  Peter  Arthur, 
left  Limerick,  post,  for  the  Cove  of  Coik,  on  the  way  they 
were  joined  by  Kilncr  Brasier,  Esq.  lute  liii'h   Sheriflf  of 
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the  County  of  Cork,  and  Thomas  Holmes  of  said  County, 
Esq.  and  these  gentlemen  received  from  Wm.  Maum  th^ 
promised  confession  hereunto  annexed,  directed  to  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  near  the  Exchange,  Limerick. 

Sir,  Minerva,  Gove,  5th  August,  1799« 

I  suppose  you  will  be  surprised  at  receiving  a  letter  from 
me.  1  desire  you,  if  you  value  the  interest  of  your  friend, 
Mr.  Arthur,  to  come  off  instantly  to  Captain  Salkeld  here, 
who  will  give  some  information,  which  will  not  only  surprise 
you,  but  the  entire  kingdom,  I  have  fully  delineated  every 
matter,  which  contributed  to  his  arrest,  his  trial,  and  the 
conduct  pf  every  officer,  who  has  bjeen  concerned,  and  the 
viltanous  manner  I  have  been  compelled  to  be  concerned  on 
that  trial,  carried  on  by  every  species  of  dishonour.  When 
you  have  every  part  of  the  proceeding,  yojir  mind  will  be 
immersed  in  astonishment  and  you  will  likewise  assert,  that 
Maum  w^as  not  a  villain,  no,  Mr.  Arthur  owes  life  to  him, 
not\vithstanding  the  different  opinions  to  the  contrary,  when 
you  see  my  account  of  the  business,  you  will  look  on  some 
of  the  gentlemen  in  Charleville,  with  these  associates  in 
Limerick,  with  merited  detestation  ;  as  Mr.  Arthur  owes  all 
his  unmerited  confinement  and  temporary  embarassment,  tQ 
their  little  suspected  villany  ;  you  may  imagine  I  was  concemr 
|ed  in  Mr.  Arthur's  arrest  j  I  assert  the  contrary,  he  was  arrest-* 
ed  by  reason  pf  his  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Hargrove,  and  on 
no  other  charge.  I  stood  firm  against  all  their  intrigues,  until 
the  17th  of  June,  and  you  will  be  surprised  at  the  manner 
they  then  compelled  me,  to  accede  to  Anderson's  oath,  which 
which  I  made  him  retract  afterwards  by  a  conversation  1  had 
with  him  in  the  council  chamber,  which  saved  Mr.  Arthur's 
life.  Come  to  me,  tjierefore,  or  write  to  Captain  Salkeld, 
or  to  me,  and  you  shall  receive  the  entire  proceedings,  they 
are  of  the  greatest  importance  to  Mr.  Arthur,  and  I  request 
you,  or  some  friend  of  his,  will  come  off  without  delay, 
you  will  find,  that  Maum,  instead  of  being  an  object  of 
detestation,  by  reason  of  that  villany,  should  be  rather  an 
object  of  surprise,  as  you  will,  when  you  see  the  proceedings 
readily  acknowledge,  you  will  in  my  account  find  an  accurate 
account  of  the  conduct  of  every  officer,  and  private  gentlemen 
in  Limerick,  who  (to  my  knowledge)  were  concemec}  in  this 
trial,  expecting  your  speedy  arrival. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant^ 

Wm.  Maum* 
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P.  S.  I  AVish  my  account  of  the  business  may  be  published 
before  I  leave  this  kingdom^  as  I  defy  any  of  the  officers, 
or  Gentlemen  mentioned^  to  contradict  any  assertions  from 
me,  I  should  have  no  objection  to  your  publishing  this  letter, 
quamquam  animus  meminisse  horreat,  luctu  refugit,  incipir 

am Admitted  to  be  his  letter,  in  presence  of  us,  on 

board  the  Minerva,  in  the  Cove  of  Cork,  tlie  12th  day  of 
August,  1799, 

Joseph  Salkeld, 
Kilner  Srasier, 
Thomas  Holmes, 

To  the  most  Noble  Charles,  Marquis  Cornwallis,  Lord 
Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland,  &c. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
Having  had  the  honor  of  so  lately  laying  before  your 
Excellency  my  petition,  stating,  in  a  plain  impartial  manner, 
the  particulars  of4ipy  late  unjust  prosecution,  and  praying 
to  be  either  again  iexamined  touching  all  the  parts  of  the 
charges  exhibited  against  me,  or  permitted  to  return  to  my 
native  country,  with  honor,  and  reputation ;  I  should  have 
waited  with  becoming  resignation  the  result  of  your 
Excellency's  determination,  did  not  a  fresh  corroboration  of 
my  innocence  providentially  start  up,  totally  unexpected  or 
solicited  by  me,  or  my  friends,  in  the  voluntary  confession 
of  Wm.  Maum,  my  late  principal  prosecutor ;  who,  stung, 
as  I  suppose  by  the  reproaches  of  his  own  conscience,  has 
now  done  all  in  his  power,  to  make  me  amends,  by  his 
voluntary  confession  not  only  of  his  own  guilt,  but  of  the 
means  by  which  he  was  seduced  to  attempt  my  life  .and 
character ; — the  confession  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of 
laying  before  you,  in  order  that  your  excellency  might 
receive  this  additional  proof  of  the  several  affidavits,  a 
correct  copy  of  which  1  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose, 
stating  the  several  facts  relative  to  my  trial,  how  unjustly 
and  premeditately  I  have  been  singled  out  as  a  victim  of 
private  and  public  malice, — trusting  to  the  nobleness  of  your 
Excellency's  nature,  who,  1  am  confident  must  feel  for  the 
oppressions  and  disgraces  heaped  upon  the  head  of  an  - 
unoffending  man,  I  commit  the  record  to  your  perusal^ 
Wiping  with  all  becoming  silence  and  expectation  for  that 
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period,  when  your  Excellency,  in  your  wisdom  and  bumanty, 
shall  think  proper  finally  to  reinstate  me  in  my  former 
situation  of  life. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

VV  ith  the  most  profound  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obliged, 
And  most  grateful  humble  servant, 
London,  15th  May,  1800.  Francis  Arthur, 

The  letter,  of  which  the  above  is  a  copy,  was  laid  before 
His  Excellency,  together  with  the  annexed  declaration. 

Voluntary  declaration  of  William  Maum,  an  accurate  ac- 
count of  the  trial  of  Francis  Arthur,  Esq.  and  the  cause  of  his 
confinement  prior  to  his  being  arraigned — many   opinions 
being  in  circulation  relative  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Mr. 
Arthur,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  give  the  fallowing 
account  of  the  iniquitious  proceedings  practiced  against  him, 
in  which,  I  have  been  in  the  most  unpi^edented  manner 
compelled  to  be  concerned  ;  1  was  escorTO  from  Doneraii, 
(on  1  believe  the  25th  of  May)  to  Clonmell  by  a  detachment 
of  yeomanry  commanded  by  Captain  Evans,  whom  I  told 
that  on  that  day  there  was  an  insurrection  in  some  part  of 
the  kingdom,  on  my  arrival  in  Clonmell  my  prediction  was 
verified,  upon  which  every  person  entertained  great  ideas 
of  the  importance  of  the  contents  of  my  mind,  by  reason" 
of  the  priority   of   my  knowledge  to  that  of   the  public 
relative  to  the  intended  insurrection,  I  had  a  conversation 
with  Colonel  Fitzgerald,  then  High  Sheriff  of  the  County 
,     Tipperary  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Ryall,  and  another  at  the  inn^ 
he  told  me,  that  if  I  informed  him,   or  General  St.  John;, 
of  the  plans  1  had  foruied,  that  he  and  the  General  would 
exert  themselves  in  favor  of  me  and  my  friends,  whom  he 
found  by  my  examination  were  peculiarly  dear  to  me,    I 
desired  some  time  to  consider,  and  the  next  day  informed 
him  of  my  accession  to  his  proffer ;  the  principal  matter 
required  of  rae  was,  to  give  an  accurate  account  of  my  last 
conversation  with  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  v^hich  I  did,  in 
no  part  of  which  was  Mr.  Arthur's  name  mentioned,  as  may 
appear  by  the  same  in  the  possession  of  General  Morrison, 
Colonel  Fitzgerald  llien  sent  me  to  Limerick, ^that  I  might 
inform  the  General  there,  how  he  should  order  relative  to 
the  King's  stoics  in  (  harleville,  and  likewise  as  some  parts 
ijU'  my  conversation  with  Lord  Edward  relative  to  some  parts 
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of  his  district^  T  had  the  honor  of  dining  with  Colonel  Foster 
in  Tipper^y,  he  gave  me  an  unsealed  letter  to  General 
Morrison,  which  I  gave  him  the  next  morning  in  Limerick. 
In  my  conversation  with  Lord  Edward  the  name  of  Mr. 
Hargrove  happened  to  be  mentioned,  indeed,  with  diffidence, 
Mr.  Hargrove  was  arrested  and  Mr.  Arthur,  by  reason  of 
his  acquaintance  with  him.  When  Mr.  Arthur  was  arrested, 
there  was  no  charge  whatsoever  against  him,  save  his 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Hargrove.*  After  his  arrest  General 
Morrison,  Assistant  Adjutant  General  Colonel  Cockell,  and 
Colonel  Darby  came  to  me  to  the  General's  lodgings,  and 
asked  me  if  I  could  possibly  bring  any  charge  against  Mr. 
Arthur,  I  firmly  asserted  it  was  not  in  my  power  in  th« 
smallest  instance  to  traduce  the  character  of  that  gentlemaur  . 
I  met  that  morning  Richard  Peppard  in  the  cotFee-room, 
who  I  imagined  might  form  a  bad  opinion  of  m^  by  reason 
of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Arthur. 

1  then  wrote  a  letter,  mentioning  the  questions  put  by 
the  General,  and  my  answers ;  I  was  then  given  in  chargf 
to  Colonel  Darby,  who  conducted  me  to  his  foarracksi 
where  I  received  an  officer's  appartment.  I,  from  thence^ 
reported  in  a  letter,  which  I  addressed  to  General  Morrison^ 
the  entire  of  my  conversation  with  Lord  Edward,  in  no 
part  of  which  was  Mr.  Arthur's  name  mentioned.  Colonel 
Garden  came  to  me  frequently  and  said  that  the  General 
was  very  angry  because  he  should  liberate  Mr.  Arthur,  and 
asked  me  if  I  could  not  bring  a  charge  against  him ;  I 
aflinned  positively  in  the  negative.  He  then  asked  me,  if 
nQthing  more  could  be  brought  again t  Hargrove ;  I  asserted 
not,  as  his  name  was  always  mentioned  with  diffidence.. 
After  this  1  received  some  rest,  but  on  the  4th  of  June, 
Lieutenant  Loms,  of  the  54th  Regiment,  brought  me  a 
letter  from  Colonel  Darby,  purporting  his  and  the  Generalt 


♦  This  was  bnt  a  silly  pretext  to  arrest  Mr.  Arthur.  He  had  no  inter-, 
^oone,  connection  or  conversation  whatever  with  Mr.  Hargrove,  fi>r 
tnore  than  twelve  months  previous  to  his  arrest,  at  the  same  time  it  it 
but  justice  here  to  observe,  that  respectable  man  was  put  on  his  trial 
tiie  'i6th  of  Jane,  1798,  before  the  same  Court-martial,  and  honorabl|r 
acquitted.  Is  it  not  to  be  supposed,  that  General  Monison,  finding,  that 
Government  had  interfered  in  Mr.  Arthur's  case,  and  that  he  had  not 
Just  grounds  for  detaining  Mr.  Hargrove  in  prison,  was  induced  thereby 
to  bring  him  forward,  and  by  a  verdict  of  acquittal  restore  him  t| 
w»cji^ly. 
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knowledge  of  my  being  possessed  of  information^  tie 
importance  of  which  they  were  assured  of;  which  if  i 
gave^  I  should  receive  a  still  greater  share  of  tli^ii^^ 
patronage.  This  letter  I  answered,  in  which  Mr. 
Arthur's  name  was  not  mentioned.  On  Sunday,  the 
1 7th  June,  Colonel  Darby  brought  me  a  letter  from 
General  Morrison  requiring  information  from  me  against 
I.  Barry,  Joseph  Littes,  Dennis  Linehan,  and  two  gen- 
tlemen of  my  acquaintance  in  Charleville;  I  answered  his 
letter  directly  sayings  that  I  thought  it  a  dishonorable 
infringment  on  my  condition  to  injure  my  friends,  who 
owed  their  liberties  to  my  exertions,  and  that  he  could  not 
by  any  means  influence  me  to  my  friend's  injury.  The  same 
day,  Colonel  Darby  came  to  me  with  another  letter,  viz. 
*-'  to  whom  were  the  papers  sent,  and  what  did  they  contain, 
which  were  brought  privately  by  you  into  this  town  about 
six  months  ago;  a  direct  answer  is  required."  Colonel 
Darby  desired  me  to  consider  my  situation;  I  informed 
him  I  was  fiilly  acquainted  with  it.  I  answered  the  Gene- 
ral's letter,  peremptorily  denying  any  papers  being  brought 
by  me  to  any  person  in  that  town,  but  that  I  was  in  posses- 
sion of  papers,  which  Mr.  Robert's  negligence,  when  I 
was  arrested,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  destroying.  The 
General  wrote  me  them  letters  on  account  of  the  following 
informations.  Saunders,  in  Charleville,-  swore,  in  the 
presence  of  a  gentleman  of  the  same  name  in  Charleville, 
and  other  prejudiced  gentlemen  there,  that  1,  in  his  pre- 
sence. Wrote  letters  to  Mr.  Arthur,  which  John  Barry  was 
to  deliver.  Anderson,  an  Inn-keeper  in  Limerick^  swore, 
that  I  came  to  his  house  in  a  Nenagh  chaise,  and  that  he 
conducted  me  to  Mr.  Arthur*s  house  and  saw  me  deliver 
a  letter.  After  dinner,  the  above  motioned  day.  Lieute- 
nant Louis  came  to  me,  and  told  me,  it  was  the  General's 
wish  I  should  remove  from  my  present  appartment ;  they 
then  placed  me  in  a  tent,  under  a  centinel;  he  informed 
me  of  the  arrest  of  my  friends,  and  read  me  a  letter  from 
the  General,  desiring  him  to  send  me  to  gaol,  and  confine 
me  to  a  cell,  that  I  might  be  whipped  the  next  day,  and 
that  I  should  likewise  witness  the  execution  of  my  friend 
Barry,  who  I  since  learned  was  never  arrested.  Captain 
Brand,  Aid-de-camp  to  General  Morrison,  came  to  me, 
and  took  me  back  to  my  former  appartment,  and  desired 
me  to  leave  the  decission  of  the  fate  of  my  friends  to  the 
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General's  humanity,  and  acknowledge  to  the  letters  sworo 
to  by  Anderson.     My  wits  were  then  put  to  the  rack.     I, 
after  many  endeavours  to  send  Richard  Peppard  a  letter, 
paid  the  waiter  three  guineas  for  carrying  a  letter  from  me 
to  Richard  Peppard  ,  with   instructions  for  Mr.  Arthur's 
conduct  on  his  defence,  particularly  about  Sauiider's  testi-r 
mony,  and  that  of  Anderson,  which  I  found  afterwards 
was  never   delivered,   and  I  suppose,    intercepted.*     Oa 
the  23d  of  June,  Captain  brand  came  to  me  and  told  me, 
that  Mr.  Arthur  was  put  on  his  trial,  and  that  I  shoiild  be 
subject  to  the  severest  punishment,  if  I  did  not  stand  firm. 
He  had  me  brought  to  Assistant  Adjutant  General  Colonel 
Cockell,  to  the  Council  Chamber,  when  the  General  made 
me  repeat  what  I  had  to  say,  to  refresh  my  memory,  I    , 
tliere  saw  Saunders  and  Anderson,  whom  I  told  I  would 
injure,  for  immersing  me  in  such  an  abyss  of  trouble.'    I 
said  I  would  entirely  disavow  every  thing  they  had  to  say. 
I  was  called  to  the  Court,  and  asked  relative  to  the  above 
mentioned  letter,  and  no  question  relative  to  Saunders  and 
Anderson,  as  the  President  and  the  other  officers  fully  knew 
what  I  would  say.     When  I  came  out,  I  told  Saunders  and 
Anderson,  that  I  fully  did  away  their  evidence ;  upon  which, 
when  they  were  examined,  they  totally  disavowed  their  for- 
mer oaths,  for  which  they  suffered  accordingly.  I  assert,  that 
had  it  not  been  for  my  conduct  in  that  respect,  Mr.  Arthur 
would  have  been  hung  at  his  own  door,  according  to  pre^ 
meditation.^    The  principal  cause  of  the  dislike  the  officers 
in  Limerick  conceived  against  Mr.  Arthur  originated  from 
some  reports  which  General  Sir  James  Duff  heard  1 796* 
purporting  Mr.  Arthur*s  political  principles,  and  his  deter- 
mination  of  injuring  the  General.    This  information  ws^ 
frequently  conveyed  to  the  General  in  anonymous  letters, 
and  1  believe  those  reports  contributed  to  his  being  supersed 
ed  in  his  commission.     This  information  I  derived    from 


*  The  President,  Colonel  Darby,  enquired  of  M^um  in  the  course  of 
the  trial,  whether  he  had  sent  a  letter  by  the  servant  to  Richard  Peppard, 
Maom  replied  he  had  done  so  and  paid  him  three  guineas  to  deliver  it. 

t  This  seems  to  account  for  the  pilloring  of  Anderson ;  the  flimsey 
pretext  of  prevarication  in  his  known  evidence  appears  (if  we  may 
credit  Maum)  to  have  been  merely  to  cover  the  real  cause,  and  it  also 
seems  to  account  for  the  President's  evident  surprise,  when,  on  Saunders 
being  sworn,  he  declared  he  did  not  kuow  the  prisoner  or  any  thing 
about  bin. 
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Captain  Vallency,  of  the  Tyrone  Regiment.  Likewise  there 
ii'as  absolutely  a  faction  raised  against  him  in  Limerick,  by 
some  of  the  gentlemen  in  that  town,  particularly  such  as 
had  acquaintances  in  Charleville,  as  may  be  well  inferred 
from  Saunders's  testimony  before  some  of  the  Majistrates 
in  that  town,  which  I  assert  to  be  false  in  every  instance^ 
and  I  rest  assured,  that  the  same  gentleman  excited  that 
unfortunate  man  to  swear  against  Mr.  Arthur,  when  Colonel 
Garden  shewed  me  his  testimony,  written  by  Mr.  Saunders, 
a  Magistrate  there.  I  informed  him  of  the  falsity  of  it, 
and  the  circumstance,  which  excited  Saunders  to  swear  in 
that  manner.  In  my  memorial  to  Mr.  Coojce,  I  mentioned 
particularly  every  part  of  the  officer's  conduct  in  Limerick 
towards  Mr.  Arthur,  which  I  gave  General  Meyers ;  and 
in  another  memorial  to  his  Excellency,  wnich  I  shewed 
to  Captain  Judge  of  the  Westmeath  Regiment. 

To  conclude,  I  assert,  that  Mr.  Arthur's  destruction, 
by  every  circumstance,  which  can  appear  to  me,  was  pre- 
meditated, and  that  the  methods  adopted  were  villanous  in 
every  particular,  and  1  likewise  assert,  that  had  it'  not 
been  for  my  conduct  on  his  trial,  respecting  the  evidence 
of  Saunders  and  Anderson,  he  would  have  inevitably  been 
hanged.  Sir  Christopher  Knight  contributed  td  Mr. 
Arthur's  embarrassment,  he  made  use  of  his  Charleville 
acquaintance  in  procuring  Saunders's  testimony.  I  also 
assert,  that,  when  my  eyes  were  ridling  about  for  Mr. 
Arthur,  Colonel  Darby  very  positively  pointed  him  out 
to  me.  On  the  17th  of  June,  the  djiy  above  alluded  to. 
Colonels  Darby,  Cockell  and  Garden  dined  with  the 
General,  who  I  am  confident,  with  the  gentlemen  in 
Limericky  who  had  Charleville  acquaintances,  on  that  day 
settled  Mr.  Arthur's  trial,  and  also  his  death.  On  my 
going  ^to  the  trial,  Lieutenant  Louis  informed  me,  after 
asking  me  some  questions  about  his  person  and  age, 
**  that  he  was  a  very  well  looking  man,  and  of  a  florid 
complexion."  On  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  June,  when 
Captain  Brand  came  to  me,  and  took  me  back  tq  my 
former  appartment,  he  found,  that  I  could  not  on  tfeat 
evening  bring  any  charge  against  Mr.  Arthur,  he  told  me. 
he  would  ask  me  no  more  questions  uqtil  morning,  and 
said  it  was  nearly  contrary  to  the  GeneraFs  orders,  but  to 
confine  me  togevher  with  Barry.  Colonel  Garden,  after 
coming  from  t|ae  Geueral's,  came  to  my  rooni,  and  asked 
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me,  If-  I  could  not  give  a  posirive  charge  against  Mr. 
Arthur.     After  many  hesitations,  he  said,  that  I  was  per- 
fectly able,  by  reason  of  the  abilities  I  possessed,  to  bring 
a  decisive  charge  against  him,  and  thaft  my  friends  should 
be  saved.     And  what  is  a  stranger  to  you  when  compared 
to  your  OAvn  friends  ?  He  the  next  morning  brought  me  fhe 
bundle  of  English  Newspapers,  which  the  mess  had,  and 
a  part  opened,  wherein  Perigord's  address  to  the  French 
Directory,    relative  to  England,  was   published,  which  I 
suppose  he  was  reading  that  morning,  and  laid  it  before 
me,  from  which  I  derived  the  charge  of  the  circular  letter 
to  Mr.  Arthur.     In  consequence  of  such  materials,  and 
the  regard  I  had  for  the  lives  x)f  my  friends,  I  drew  out  the 
letter  from  them  papers  brought  and  left  open  by  Colonel . 
Garden.     As  Captain  Roberts,  when  he  came  to  me  in 
company  with  Colonel  Garden,  likewise  told  me,  that  my 
friends  were  all  in  arrest,  and  particularly  mentioned  Shee 
and  Barry.     On  the  Sunday  preceding  his  defence,  Colonel 
Darby  and  Garden  came  to  me,  and  told  me,  that  Arthur 
was  preparing  his  defence,  and  intended  to  prove  aji  Alibi, 
which  we  prevented  by  writing  to  the  General  about  the 
review,*  and  Colonel  Garden  desired  me  to  mention  the 
orderly  book  of  Jocelyu's  dragoons  to  be  produced  on  the 
trial,    which   would  totally  counteract  the    jilibi.      My 
memory   being  strong,  and   having  ri^ad  about  it,  I  fully 
recollected    the   time  of    Finnerty's    pillory,    fron>  Lord, 
Edward's  activity  on  that  business,  which  should  be  a  favor-r 
able  time  for  his  circulating  seditious  papers*     That  cir«» 
cumstance  occasioned  me  to  mention  that  time  in  particular. 
The  morning  of  his  trial,    Captajn   Brand,    after  the 
threats,  which  he  brought  me  from  the  General,  desired 
me  take  down  notes  of  die  leading  points  in  the  informatiou* 
which  I  did  not,  by  reason  of  my  good  memory,  I  was  <iot 
shewn  the  inforniation  the  day  of  the  trial,  but  I  believe 
I  would,  had  I  not  repeated  to   Colopel  Cockell  the  cir* 

*  It  wiU  be  recollected,  that  Maum  in  his  direct  evidence  said  he 
enquired  for  Mr.  Arthur  at  his  house,  and  was  there  ii^bnned,  he  wa^ 
gone  to  the  review  vfilh  his  corps,  where  he  certainly  was  ou  the  9tJ| 
January,  and  had  borrowed  Cornet  Lidwell  of  Jocelyn's  borse-rtirniture, 
his  pwn  not  being  made,  but  this  date  was  widely  diilercut  from  t^ 
middle  of  February^ 
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camstance  miDutely.  I  assert^  that  nothing,  iivbatever, 
could  induce  me  to  injure  Mr.  Arthur,  but  the  great  inti- 
midations made  use  of  and  the  earnest  desire  I  had  of 
saving  my  friends,  who,  I  was  led  to  imagine,  were  to  be 
executed,  and  am  now  with  a  clear  conscience  ready  to 
leave  this-  kingdom,  after  disclosing  the  iniquitous  proceed- 
ings practised  against  this  innocent,  devoted,  and  truly 
injured  gentleman,  and  I,  with  readiness,  and  happy  for 
having  the  favourable  opportunity  most  willingly  subscribe 
my  name  to  it. 

rr.  Maum, 
On  board  the  Minerva,  Cove  of  Cork,  12th  August,  1799- 

This  delivered  as  the  voluntary  declaration  of  William 
,  Maum,  not  biassed,  I  am  confident,  by  any  motive,  save 
his  wish  to  repair  the  injury  done  Mr.  Arthur. 
M^st^r  pf  the  "Ship  Mmervsi;  Joseph  Sal/celd, 

Kilfier  Brasier. 
Thomas  Hojmes, 
Thomas  Francis  Wilkinson^ 
Martin  Arthur. 
Peter  Arthur. 

Kiluer  Brasier,  Esq.  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Cork  in  the  the  year  of  1795,  maketh  oath  upon  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  and  saith,  the  foregoing 
contains  a  true  and  faithful  extract  of  ap  original  declaration, 
voluntarily  made  and  delivered  by  William  Maum,  on  board 
the  Transport  Ship  Minerva,  in  the  cove  of  Cork,  bearing 
date  the  12th  day  of  Aiigust,  1799,  and  entitled  an  accu- 
rate account  of  the  (rial  of  Francis  Arthur,  Esq.  and  the 
cause  of  his  confinement,  prior  tp  his  bein^  arraigned,  with 
which  said  original  declaration,  now  unto  him  this  deponent 
prodpced,  he  hath  carefully  ex?iinined,  and  compared  the 
.^aid  foregoing  extract,  and  found  the  same  to  agree,  and 
this  deponent  further  deposeth,  and  saith,  that  he,  this 
deponent,  and  Josepth  Salkeld,  Master,  Henry  Harrison, 
first  mate  of  said  transport  Minerva,  Thomas  Holmes  of 
the  County  of  Cork,  aforesaid,  Esq,  Thomas  Francis 
Wilkinson,  Martin  Arthur  and|  Peter  Arthur,  of  the  City 
of  Limerickii  Merchants,  wefe  present;  and  did  see  the 
said  William  Maum  sign  and  deliver  the  said  original  decla- 
ration, and  the  names  Joseph  Salkeld,  Kilner  Brasier, 
Thomas     Holmes,     Henry    Harrison,     Thomas    Francis 
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Wilkinson,  Martin  Arthur,  Peter  Arthur,  tfajreonto  like- 
wise set  and  subscribed^  are  the  respective  signaturesi  and 
of  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  William  Maum, 
Josepth  Salkeldy  Thomas  Holmes,  Henry  Harrison,  Thomas 
Francis  Wilkinson,  Martin  Arthur,  Peter  Arthur,  and  him 

this  deponent. Sworn  the  8th  day  of  May,  before  me,  in 

London. 

Kilner  Brasier.  if.  C.  Coombe,  Mayor. 

I  John  Michell,  of  London,*  notary  public,  by  royal 
authority  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  and 
attest  unto  whomsoever  it  may  concern,  that  the  signature, 
H.  C.  Coombe,  Mayor,  set  and  subscribed  to  the  Jurat  at 
foot  of  the  above  affidavit,  is  the  true  signature,  and  of  the 
proper  handwriting,  of  the  Right  Honorable  Harvey, 
Christian  Coombe,  Lord  Mayor,  and  one  of  His  Majesty's 
justices  of  the  peace  for  this  City  of  London,  who,  on  die 
day  of  the  date  thereof  administered  oath  according  to  due 
form  of  law,  (in  presence  of  me  notary)  unto  Kilmer  Brasier 
the  deponent  in  the  said  affidavit  named,  and  thereupon 
signed  the  same  in  conformity,  in  manner  as  thereon  appears, 
whereof  an  act  being  required  of  me,  I  have  granted  these 
presents,  under  my  notarial  firm  and  seal  of  office,  to  serve 
where  needful,  thus  done  and  passed  in  London,  the  8th 
day  of  May,  1800. 

^  Intestimonium  veritatis, 

John  Michell,  Notary  Public. 

Notarial  Seal. 

We  the  undernamed,  do  hereby  certify,  that  Mr.  John 
Michell,  whose  firm  is  foregoing,  is  a  sworn  notary  public, 
practicing  in  this  City  lawful  and  of  trust,  and  to  all  acts 
and  writings,  by  him  signed,  faith  is  given  in  court  and 
Ithereout-^Witness  our  hands,  London  the  dth  of  May,  1800. 

David  GillonneaUy  Notary  Public. 

Robert  Robson,  Notary  Public. 
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